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of which he shares with us here.
Rabbi Yekusiel Green relates:

Before telling you about a
certain yechidus I had, I'd like to
start with an introduction. I grew
up with Chabad customs. I was
born in Ramat Gan and I absorbed
a Chabad atmosphere from early
on, especially from my grandfather,
Rabbi Chaim Moshe Alperowitz,
who was a venerable figure, and
from the T'mimim who studied in
Lubavitch.

On Yom Tov in general and
particularly on Simchas Torah, my
family went to the Chabad shul,
which was a Chassidic center. In
those days there was still no
Chabad shul in B'nei Brak and
many great Chassidim packed the
shul in Ramat Gan.

As the congregation grew,
another two shuls opened in Ramat
Yitzchok and B'nei Brak. In those
days there was still no widespread
awareness of “wfaratzta” and
“spreading the wellsprings” as there
is today. It had just begun and was
picking up steam. I'll never forget
how Rabbi Yitzchok Yadgar, today
the shliach in the Taanachim,
would come from the yeshiva in
Kfar Chabad to spend Shabbos in
Ramat Gan. He stayed with Rabbi
Mordechai Gruzman and did
tremendous work with the youth of
the neighborhood.

In those days, there weren’t
“pareve” Jews when it came to
Torah and mitzvos. The division
was clear: religious and anti-
religious. Dozens of children from
the Boy Scouts would come to R’
Grusman’s Oneg Shabbos parties
and his work with them was
incredible. Many of them continued
on in the Chabad school in Kfar
Saba, which my father, Rabbi Dovid
Green, ran in those days. Many of
those children today are completely
religious. This is the special
atmosphere I grew up in.
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My first personal connection
with the Rebbe began in 5721. 1
wasn’t learning in Chabad at the
time; I was trying to “find myself.”
I was only 17 and [ was looking for
a serious place to learn. I had
checked out some Litvishe and
Chassidishe yeshivos in
Yerushalayim and B'nei Brak. I sent
a letter to the Rebbe describing my
uncertainty and asking for his
advice. The Rebbe’s answer was
amazing:

It is explained in several places
that the name “Torah,” of our
Torah, the Torah of Life, is from
the root meaning “instruction,”

The Rebbe did not
begin eating until the
last guest received his

portion and the
waiter had sat down.
I remember that this
conduct of the Rebbe
amazed and moved
me.

applicable in daily life, literally, in
this world, as it is detailed in the
Torah in general and in Shulchan
Aruch in particular. A great
principle of Torah is “know Him in
all your ways,” as it is explained in
Hilchos Deios of the Rambam and
in Tur and Shulchan Aruch, siman
231, see there.

I firmly hope that in addition to
learning Nigleh of Torah, you also
have set times to study Toras
HaChassidus. There is nothing that
stands in the way of the will.

Instead of telling me where to
learn, the Rebbe answered me that

a Jew has to know how to behave
properly. Today there are many
sichos about the inner significance
of the verse, “Know Him in all your
ways,” but there weren’t many
explanations then. The Rebbe was
telling me, you want to know how
to act? This is the formula.

The Rebbe’s answer moved me
very much. A letter from the Rebbe
was cause for great excitement. It
was a holiday for me. The letter
spurred me on to learn Chassidus.

A year later, on Lag B’Omer, |
informed the Rebbe that I had
decided to attend Yeshivas Tomchei
T'mimim in Lud. I received the
Rebbe’s answer on 24 lyar 5722. It
said:

In response to your letter, on
the eve of the special day of Lag
B’Omer, in which you write about
your attending Yeshivas Tomchei
T'mimim in Lud — obviously you
should learn Nigleh and Chassidus
diligently with the appropriate
conduct. This will increase the
blessings of Hashem in the
fulfillment of your heart’s requests
regarding yourself and the entire
family about whom you write.

Surely you know about the well-
known three lessons of Chumash,
T’hillim, and Tanya, and will at
least observe them from now on.

Today, in hindsight, 1
understand how the Rebbe directed
me towards Chassidus. Each word
of the Rebbe was on target and
helped me progress in this
direction. When the Rebbe writes
to you, “and surely you know about
the three lessons and observe
them,” at the end of the letter, it
can seem routine but without
realizing it the Rebbe draws you in
to the recitation of the three daily
lessons.

In general, we knew back then
that when the Rebbe writes to a
bachur, “surely you observe the



three lessons,” it meant that he did
not observe them and the time had
come to start doing so. I was
privileged to have the Rebbe direct
me.

Since I'm talking about
guidance, I must mention the letter
I received from the Rebbe for my
birthday that year. 1 had sent a
letter to the Rebbe about my
birthday and had asked how 1
should conduct myself. In those
days the Rebbe had not yet
announced the Birthday Campaign.

I had seen letters that my
friends had received from the
Rebbe for their birthday and 1
hadn’t seen any precise instructions
as I had received:

In response to your informing
me of your birthday, surely you
will follow the recent customs of
Anash in giving tz’daka on your
birthday before Shacharis and
Mincha or the day before, when the
birthday falls on Shabbos or Yom
Tov, an aliya to the Torah on the
birthday or the preceding Shabbos.
And study the three daily lessons of
that day in Chumash, T’hillim, and
Tanya on the birthday.

May Hashem grant you a
successful year in the study of
Torah and the punctilious
fulfillment of mitzvos.

Today, these instructions are
quoted in the book of Minhagim,
but then, they were new. I felt that
the Rebbe was leading me, guiding
me.

I will tell you of one other
special letter. In Tamuz of 5723
there was a raffle for a ticket to
770. Members of the organizing
committee led by R’ Folye Kahn ran
it. I won, and I immediately wrote
to the Rebbe about this. A few days
later I received a special response,
an entire page with specific
instructions about how to prepare
for the trip:

In response to your letter of
Rosh Chodesh Tamuz, the Month
of Geula, in which you write that
you won a raffle to travel for the
upcoming Tishrei, surely you will
prepare yourself properly, both on
your own behalf and because you
are the emissary of all the
participants in the raffle.

As to how to prepare, discuss it

The Rebbe and Rabbi Yekusiel Green

with mashpiim in your
environment. We are assured that if
you toil you will find, and the
merit of the many helps.

We are in the Month of Geula,
the redemption of the Rebbe, my
father-in-law, Nasi Yisroel, and the
body follows the head. At an
auspicious time your pidyon nefesh
in your letter will be read at the
holy gravesite of the Rebbe, my
father-in-law.

I traveled with the members of
the K'vutza of that year, who had
been given permission by the
military to leave the country, but
for only three months. Since I had
won the raffle, I enjoyed some very
special things. On Rosh HaShana,
at the shofar blowing, I was
permitted to stand on the platform
upon which only a few Chassidim
were able to stand. Those were
moments I will never forget and
every Rosh HaShana I am reminded
of them.

The pidyonos were placed before
the Rebbe and the Rebbe was
wrapped in his tallis and crying for
ten minutes. You sensed how the
Rebbe felt each of the people who
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had turned to him and was
pleading on behalf of the Jewish
people.

The feeling was one of dread
and awe. Until this day, each year,
at the sounding of the shofar, I am
reminded of those majestic
moments and feel like a scratch in
my heart from the Rebbe’s tears.

During hakafos 1 had the
privilege of going with the Rebbe
for the first and seventh hakafa.
Another special kiruv I had was on
Simchas Torah when I ate the Yom
Tov meal with the Rebbe in the
home of Rebbetzin Nechama Dina.
Only ten people were invited, little
me included. The chair at the head
of the table remained empty for the
Rebbe Rayatz. The Rebbe sat on the
left and Rashag (the Rebbe’s
brother-in-law), who was older
than the Rebbe, sat on the right.

I sat at the foot of the table on
Rashag’s side. During the meal,
Rashag spoke with the Rebbe. R’
Yudel Shmotkin, who sat near me,
urged me to hurry up and finish
eating so as not to delay the Rebbe.
The Rebbe stretched out the time
for eating so as to allow the other
people to finish eating. The Rebbe
did not begin eating until the last
guest received his portion and the
waiter had sat down.

I remember that this conduct of
the Rebbe amazed and moved me.
It made an impression on me and I
decided that from then on to do
the same thing. Sometimes you can
see how the lady of the house, who
is serving, has still not finished
serving and people have finished
eating the first course!

After a Tishrei packed with
experiences such as these, the
entire K'vutza prepared to enter for
yechidus. We were allowed to go in
one after the other, for a private
yechidus, in the middle of the
month of Cheshvan.
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A few days before my yechidus,
I received a letter from R’ Dovid
Kretz, and before I tell you of my
yechidus, I must first tell you about
that letter.

A year before my trip, another
three bachurim (Yeshaya Hertzel,
Aryeh Levin, and Dovid Kretz) and
I decided to travel to Miron to the
gravesite of Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai. We planned to go by train
until Chaifa and from there to take
a few buses until our destination.
We left early in the morning and
did not manage to daven Shacharis
in yeshiva so we took our t'fillin in
order to daven on the train. When
we finished davening, we still had
plenty of time until we arrived in

Instead of just giving
us a yes or a no
answer, they began
asking us questions,
such as: Why should
we do this if we don’t
believe?

Chaifa and we walked among the
passengers and offered to put
t'fillin on with them.

In one of the compartments sat
about fifteen guys from Kibbutz Ein
Dor in the Jezreel Valley and we
asked them to put on t'fillin. They
were young in spirit. Instead of just
giving us a yes or a no answer, they
began asking us questions, such as:
Why should we do this if we don’t
believe?

Pleasantly, clearly, and patiently,
I explained what we had learned in
yeshiva and answered their
questions. As the conversation
continued, more and more people

came in from other compartments
to watch the unusual scene of
Chabad boys conversing with
kibbutznikim.

It was interesting that their
teacher, Mr. Gazit, who was our
toughest opponent, was the first to
agree to put on t'fillin. After he
removed them, he thanked me for
saving him the effort of many
lessons in Judaism. Two weeks later
I received a letter from Danny Ben
Arom, representing the Lahava
group, who told me that because of
the conversation on the train they
had additional questions. He
wanted to know whether he could
write them and receive answers.
Naturally, 1 agreed.

From then on, every few weeks
I received a letter from them with
questions and after consulting with
my friends I responded to them.
They hung the letter with the
answers on the bulletin board
before a symposium they held once
every two weeks, in the course of
which they discussed the answers
and raised additional questions.

Now, two days before my
yechidus, Dovid had sent me their
letter, which said they were inviting
me to appear at their symposium.
When I had my yechidus, I showed
the Rebbe this invitation. I had
already written to the Rebbe about
our involvement with them.

The Rebbe’s answer was sharp:
Married men may attend mixed
venues (men and women), but not
yeshiva bachurim or bachelors.

I began to understand that even
when spreading the wellsprings
there are limits so that it should
not adversely affect one’s fear of
Heaven. We cannot do everything.

Even in later years, I always
merited receiving guidance and
close involvement from the Rebbe.
After I got married, the Rebbe told
me to obtain smicha (rabbinic



ordination) and then to study for
dayanus (ordination as a rabbinic
judge).

In 5724, I began working as a
teacher of halacha in the vocational
school in Kfar Chabad, also with
the Rebbe’s bracha. I won'’t review
the dozens of letters I

work and all were enthusiastically
involved.

The best part of all, from my
perspective, was when I received a
letter from the Rebbe at the end. In
5736, the last year I was involved
with this campaign, the Rebbe

was in 5746. As a teacher of
halacha I had to teach the laws of
Pesach so the students would know
what to do. After a year of
teaching, I published a booklet
with a compilation of customs.

The one who made a particular
impression on me was

received, but now,
having just celebrated
Pesach, 1 will tell you
about how I am
connected with this
holiday, from the
perspective of
spreading the
wellsprings, in two
ways:

The first is with the
matza campaign,
which 1 became
involved with in 5724
until 5736. The
director of Tzach at
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The Rebbe’s letter to Rabbi Green

wrote to me: Your letter was

or that. I decided that
in addition to the
booklet T had
published I would
publish more on
Chabad customs,
printing it as a
Hagada. I wanted it to
contain all the customs
as well as how-to
instructions with
Chassidic aphorisms
and ideas too. I sent
the galleys of each new
book I published to
the Rebbe.

It was Purim and 1
still hadn’t received a
response. Seeing this, I
sent the book to the
printer. It was only
when the book was

Meir Friedman, singing the
niggunim of “Keili Ata” or
“MiMitzrayim” with the children.
What was said to the children came
from the heart and entered the
heart. Nobody was paid for their

received. The Rebbe added a
handwritten note: Many thanks for
the good news of the campaign.

The second way has to do with
the Hagada I published, which the
Rebbe reviewed and amended. This

already on the presses that I
received the Rebbe’s response. In
the beginning of the letter, the
Rebbe wrote: your letter was
received, thank you. The Rebbe
added: and the galleys.
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After a general-personal letter
about Pesach, the Rebbe wrote: P.S.
Regarding the galleys - surely you
will consult with rabbanei Anash
and the like, as is customary in
such situations (and there is no one
judge except, etc.), and may
Hashem grant you success.

It is necessary to add the
custom of Chassidim not to sell
shirayim (food distributed by a
Tzaddik), to a gentile, Heaven
forbid, but to eat them before
Pesach.

I was thrilled.

In 5732 1 had a yechidus. What
the Rebbe told me then, shaped my
personal study curriculum years
down the road. I told the Rebbe
that although I had gotten married,
I had not diminished in my
learning of Nigleh and I was
successful in maintaining a regular
study schedule, but in Chassidus it
wasn't working out for me.

The Rebbe gave me a very
interesting answer: Take a topic in
Chassidus and every day devote 15
minutes to study this topic. It
makes no difference when these 15
minutes are, but when you learn,
be sure to study only this topic.
Every two or three months, change
subjects though not before
consulting with a mashpia about
the new topic.

This instruction contains a deep
message. It helps me tremendously
and has produced practical results.
Over the years I have published
many s'farim explaining topics in
Chassidus, and each time I study
the topic in depth so that it is clear
enough to me to convey it properly
to those who study the book.

After putting in such effort in
order to attain this level of clarity,
after I publish something on a
particular topic I feel exhausted by
the subject. Then I change topics,
just as the Rebbe told me to do in
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that amazing yechidus.

WHO TAKES PRECEDENCE
— CHILDREN OR
STUDENTS?

Rabbi Moshe Edery received
direction from the Rebbe regarding
his life’s shlichus, teaching in the
vocational school in Kfar Chabad.
That is the reason why even today,
when the school has closed, he
continues to be involved in
education. * Moshe’s yechiduyos
and stories.

Rabbi Moshe Edery relates:

I devoted myself to the pupils of
the vocational school in Kfar
Chabad ever since 1 was a bachur
in the yeshiva in Lud because of

The Rebbe welcomed
me graciously, as
though I was the first
one to enter that
night. This greatly
moved me.

instructions I received from the
Rebbe in private audiences and in
many letters. I will give you a little
background before I tell you about
the yechiduyos.

In 5722, when I was learning in
Lud, R’ Mordechai Levin asked me
to go along with him to the
vocational school in Kfar Chabad. I
was only 17 years old at the time.
The school had opened a new
grade, the ninth, that year. He
brought me into the classroom and
introduced me to the students and
asked me to start working with
them.

I told R’ Mordechai, of course,
that I had to ask the Rebbe first,
and I sent a letter with the offer.

The Rebbe’s answer took a year and
a half to arrive, and I began to
work with the students. The answer
said:

In response to your letter of 21
Cheshvan in which you write about
holy work, chinuch al taharas
ha’kodesh, guiding a group of
students.

I firmly hope that you are
working with the necessary and
vital devotion in this great matter,
which our Sages call the work of
Heaven. Certainly you are adding
in this — as our Sages enjoin us to
increase in holiness in general and
in this in particular — since every
educator must be tofeiach al m’nas
Uhatfiach (inspire people so that
they in turn inspire others). Our
Sages say that according to the
camel is the load, i.e., each person
is given the appropriate tools for
his holy work, especially in this
matter, and the merit of the many
aids him.

May you relate good news in all
the above for we are approaching
the month of Kislev, a month of
miracles and redemption. With
blessings for success in your holy
work.

When I received this letter I was
very excited by the fact that the
Rebbe assigned me the work I was
doing and had blessed me in a way
that was definitely not ambiguous.

Four years later, I went to the
Rebbe for Tishrei 5726 for the first
time. In those days the talmidim
who learned with me in yeshiva
were also going, in order to spend
a year on K'vutza. I very much
wanted to stay with the Rebbe, but
when [ mentioned the idea to one
of the secretaries, he asked the
Rebbe and the Rebbe said I should
continue with my work in the
vocational school.

That Tishrei was replete with
special experiences. We barely ate.
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After farbrengens we reviewed the
sichos, went on mivtzaim, were
present at the t’fillos, and much
more. Our excitement and
amazement were indescribable.

In 5731, I was married in
England to the daughter of Rabbi
Odestofer, rav in Manchester.
About a month later, in Teives, I
went to 770 with my wife. We had
a yechidus together. Although I had
been close to the Rebbe on a few
occasions and had participated in
farbrengens and t'fillos, there is no
comparison between that and going

into the Rebbe’s room, knowing
that the Rebbe is looking deep into
my neshama, understanding
everything about me, sensing my
every thought and what will be
with me.

Preparations were made
accordingly. In addition to the
pidyon nefesh that I submitted, I
included two letters, one from my
older brother Nissim, who asked
the Rebbe to dismiss me from my
job in the dormitory of the
vocational school since I was
married now and the job entailed a

Rabbi Moshe Edery receiving a dollar from the Rebbe

Letters Rabbi Moshe Edery received from the Rebbe

lot of physical and emotional effort
and was done primarily in the
evening and morning. My father-in-
law also wrote a letter saying that
since I also gave shiurim in
Gemara, I should be dismissed
from my responsibilities as a
counselor and just give shiurim.

The Rebbe read the letters and
then looked up at me and said:
overcome all the obstacles from
within and without and continue
your guidance with outstanding
success. These words are engraved
within me.

I go forward with these words
till this very day. Even now, when
the school was closed, I meet
graduates every day and see how
the fact that they learned in the
school and were educated with the
foundations of Chabad chinuch,
has made them into better Jews.

I got an offer from the
administration of the yeshiva to
come half a day a week to the
vocational school in Kiryat Malachi
in order to help out there. I wrote
to the Rebbe and the answer was
not to do anything that could harm
the school in Kfar Chabad. The
Rebbe added: when in doubt,
consult with objective askanim.
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In 5732, I had another
yechidus. I had two children by
then. Before I went in I wrote to
the Rebbe first asking for a bracha
for the children in the school that I
worked in and then asking for a
bracha for my own children.

The Rebbe read the note and
said: Just as you know how to write
and ask for your children, so too
you should ask for the children of
the vocational school who will be
like your own children, literally.

The Rebbe was hinting that it
shouldn’t be only a symbolic
gesture [i.e., mentioning the
children in the school first] but it
should be the reality.

[ must mention another
yechidus that I had in 5733. T was
waiting to enter the Rebbe’s room
when Shimon Peres, who was
Defense Minister at the time,
arrived and went in. He was in the
Rebbe’s room for nearly two hours
and I'll never forget how when he
came out he was surrounded and
asked what they had spoken about.

He agreed to say a few words,
“Your Rebbe has his two feet on the
ground.” I went in right afterwards
and the Rebbe welcomed me
graciously, as though I was the first
one to enter that night. This greatly
moved me.

On 26 Tishrei 5734, 1 had a
yechidus. It was Monday, half past
midnight. The Rebbe spoke with
me at length about my shlichus in
the vocational school. After the
yechidus, I wrote it all down and
submitted it to the secretaries so
that perhaps the Rebbe would agree
to read it and make any
corrections. The next day I got a
phone call from R’ Binyamin Klein,
who said that the Rebbe had
reviewed it. He told me the
corrections. This is what the Rebbe
said:

You have to see to it that the
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vocational school be such that it
attracts superior students,
especially when the school is in
Kfar Chabad, which is famous in
Israel and even abroad. Many
young people go there on special
days in the year and the like,
several times a year, and so the
school must have excellent teachers
and counselors and good schedules,
and then superior students will
attend it — doubling, etc.

Although obviously excellent
teachers and counselors need
higher pay, money should not be
quibbled over at all, for this is
what will bring students, and as a
result there will be greater revenue
from the government and it allow
for a financial benefit to the school.

As for the counselor’s burden of
work and the difficulties by day
and by night, the work need not
fall all on one person but should be
delegated. For example, one person
in the morning and one in the

evening, and this will be good for
the students too. That it will cost
more in salaries is worthwhile, as
mentioned earlier, for more
(superior) students will come and
consequently in those matters that
can serve a hundred as well as one
with the current rate of expenses
you will be able to support twice
the students without having to add
morney.

As for the approach to the
students, it depends on the nature
of each individual student. There
are other schools in Nachalat Har
Chabad and Chinuch Atzma’i. You
can observe there and consult with
them. As for changing the schedule
from what it was until now, if the
students will view it as a leniency
in fear of Heaven and Shulchan
Aruch then don’t change it. As for
the davening even on Shabbos, you
must start no later than the time
for Shma, for the students learn
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch at the very
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The Rebbe’s editing of the notes from the yechidus




least, and cannot understand why
they do not daven on time.

True, a yeshiva bachur who has
the ability to meditate for two
hours before davening understands
according to Chassidus why the
davening should start at ten, but
not the “students of the vocational
school,” which is why they are
called thus, for they are not to be
compared to yeshiva bachurim in
this matter.

You can tell them that this year,
5734, when the full schedule
begins on Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
or another day of the month, they
will learn for a quarter of an hour
before davening and daven earlier,
especially the younger grades. As
for the older grades, if they learn
for two hours before davening and
none of them use this to waste time
until ten o’clock, they can continue
according to the schedule that
they've had until now.

At the end of my draft of the
yechidus that I submitted for
editing, I wrote my first name and
my mother’s name without my last
name. The Rebbe added my last
name (see picture).

In conclusion, I want to tell a
little story about shlichus that I did
between Rabbi Dovid Abuchatzeira
of Nahariya and the Rebbe. The
story took place a few years after
the passing of his grandfather, the

holy Baba Sali, Rabbi Yisroel
Abuchatzeira (1890-1984), who
had a special connection with the
Rebbe although they never met.

One day, I was on my way back
to Kfar Chabad from Netivot when
I stopped for a hitchhiker who
asked for a ride to Kiryat Malchai.
For some reason, I took him to the
door of the wedding hall he
wanted. When I asked him what
the occasion was, he said Rabbi

I figured that if the
Rebbe did not send
him a reply in the
mail, there was
something going on...

Dovid Abuchatzeira was there.

Since I knew Rabbi Dovid
Abuchatzeira, I figured I might as
well go in since I was right there. I
saw him speaking to an audience
and afterwards we met and I told
him that I would soon be seeing
the Rebbe. He asked me to wait a
little bit and he took a paper and
wrote on it and asked me to give it
to the Rebbe.

When I arrived at 770, I gave
the note to R’ Binyamin Klein and
the next day there was a response
from the Rebbe. The secretary told
me the response so that I could
repeat it to Rabbi Abuchatzeira.
The letter was open and I saw that
the Rebbe blessed him with
wondrous phrases while noting that
he (Rabbi Dovid) was from “holy
stock.” I figured that if the Rebbe
did not send him a reply in the
mail, there was something going
on.

When I arrived in Eretz Yisroel 1
contacted the shliach in Nahariya,
Rabbi Yisroel Butman, and arranged
a time to go together to Rabbi
Abuchatzeira. It was ten o’clock at
night when Rabbi Dovid read the
Rebbe’s letter. He said, “By Divine
Providence the letter arrived now
because tomorrow [ am opening a
new kollel in Nahariya and I am
now announcing that I will give ten
apartments to Lubavitcher young

»

men.

The fact that I took the
hitchhiker to the hall and I met
Rabbi Abuchatzeira is what led to
his sending a letter with me to the
Rebbe. The Rebbe chose to send a
letter back with me and all this
resulted in Chabad young men
being able to be included in the
apartments that Rabbi Abuchatzeira
set aside for the new kollel he
opened.
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SHLICHUS

CHILDREN DOING
ALL THEY CAN

BY RABBI YAAKOV SHMUELEVITZ, MENAHEL OF THE CHABAD HOUSE IN BEIT SHAAN

The Rebbe: “The chinuch of tinokos shel beis
rabban must be in a way that the children
become completely permeated, deeply within
with the idea and point of Moshiach so that
when you merely glance at a Jewish child,
what do you see? Moshiach! Their entire being
is Moshiach — the revelation of ‘You have
shown ... there is nothing aside from Him.””

THE POWER OF
A TEXT MESSAGE

In preparing for the Seudas
Moshiach this year, in light of the
Rebbe’s injunction to “do all that
you can,” we didn’t suffice with
distributing brochures in all the
shuls. We personally invited all our
mekuravim and acquaintances to
the event at our Chabad house. In
addition, we sent a text message
directly to the cell phones of dozens
of friends who subscribe to
messages from the Chabad house.

I debated whether to send the
message to a friend who is
associated with the Litvishe stream
in Beit Shaan. He had told me that
he would absolutely not appear at
Chabad events even though Chabad
was “saving the Jewish people.” On
the other hand, he refers people

who need encouragement to put on
t'fillin to us. Nor does he conceal
his amazement when he hears of
more and more mekuravim who
have begun to put on t'fillin
regularly or have decided to keep
Shabbos thanks to the influence of
the Rebbe’s shluchim in Beit Shaan.
However, participating in a public
event of Chabad is out of the
question.

In the end, I sent him a message
too. It couldn’t hurt. Another few
buttons to press and he received it
too.

A few hours went by and it was
Shvii shel Pesach. The bachurim
and T'mimim in Beit Shaan went
out to visit shuls and to invite
people to the Moshiach Seuda. They
didn’t realize that they were also
visiting the beis midrash of the
chareidi, Litvishe crowd in Beit

Shaan.

Upon entering the shul they
asked one of the people whether
they could talk about the Moshiach
Seuda. They were told they could
come in but everybody knew about
the Seuda already since their rabbi
had spoken about it earlier. He had
told them that he had received a
text message about making a
Moshiach Seuda and they planned
on doing so the next evening in
their shul!

SALVATION FROM AN
UNEXPECTED SOURCE

About a year and a half ago, we
— the shluchim of Beit Shaan —
wanted to intensify our Moshiach
activities among the people of the
city. We wished we had the money
to organize an Erev Geula once in a
while with a lecture, refreshments,
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etc., for dozens or even hundreds of
people.

Just a few days went by and a
dear Chassid in Crown Heights
offered to fund an Erev Geula in
Beit Shaan four times a year. Of
course, we agreed. Since then we
have been generously assisted in
publicizing the Besuras HaGeula
among the people of Beit Shaan.

SEUDOS MOSHIACH
ALL OVER

In maamarei Chassidus it is
explained how every year, on Rosh
HaShana, a great light is drawn
down, a light greater than anything
before. So too with the Moshiach
Seuda — every year it reaches new
heights. That's what happened this
year in Yishuv Mechola, which is
near Beit Shaan.

An unofficial shliach named
Tomer lives there, who recently left
a Shomer HaTzair kibbutz, got
married and established a Chassidic
home in Mechola. He is doing
wonderful work there with
farbrengens and shiurim.

Exactly one year ago, on Yud-
Alef Nissan, he gave the Rebbe a
birthday gift and cut off his long
ponytail and got a Chassidishe
haircut. This year too, he gave the
Rebbe a tremendous spiritual gift
(which cannot be publicized yet),
but what he and his wife
accomplished this past Pesach is
simply incredible.

They invited the entire yishuv to
a Moshiach Seuda that took place in
their home. They themselves
couldn’t believe it when they saw
dozens of friends coming and
crowding around the tables. The rav
of the yishuv spoke (this rav
participates in all the farbrengens
Tomer arranges). Friends brought
wine and matzos and the singing
and dancing lasted deep into the
night. They brought the simcha of
the Geula and the “Moshiach dance”
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The children of Beit Shaan with Moshiach flags at a rally

to all the byways of the yishuv and
to every home and family.

It is told that Reuven Dunin a”h
told the Rebbe that when he comes
to Eretz Yisroel he is invited to visit
his home in Chaifa. The Rebbe told
him that when Moshiach arrives in
Eretz Yisroel, he will visit every
Jewish home. Now the homes in
Kfar Mechola are ready for a visit.

ALL THE CHILDREN
ENLISTED TO PUBLICIZE
THE BESURAS HA’GEULA

What can little children do in
inyanei Moshiach and Geula? A lot!
First of all, when they come home
every day from school on public
transportation, they give the driver
and all the passengers a T'fillas
HaDerech card with the Rebbe’s
picture and the word Moshiach on
it. The driver and the passengers
are happy with it and they put the

picture in their wallet or pocket.

A conversation about Moshiach
usually ensues and they discuss
what to do to hasten the Geula.
Since the children don’t come home
together at the same time, it
sometimes happens that they give
someone a card and the person
says, “Oh, I already got one from a
boy who looks like you...”

One woman, a regular passenger,
has already learned a lot from the
many bus rides. One day she saw
our daughter with a suitcase instead
of a briefcase. She asked her about
it and our daughter said she was on
her way to a “Shabbos Sh’Kulo
Moshiach” (a Shabbaton devoted to
the topic of Moshiach).

“What's that?” asked the woman.
“Can I go too?” This is how many
people are drawn closer to Judaism
and to hastening the Geula.

A few days ago, two of our



children were asked to go to the
store to buy a few things. They
arrived after the store had already
closed and met only the guard. Of
course they gave him a Moshiach
card and just then all the cashiers
began coming out. They got cards
too and a conversation ensued —
what is Moshiach, who is Moshiach,
etc.

Reuven Dunin a’h
told the Rebbe that
when he comes to
Eretz Yisroel he is
invited to visit his
home in Chaifa. The
Rebbe told him that
when Moshiach
arrives in Eretz
Yisroel, he will visit
every Jewish home.

Now, whenever our children go
to the store, the salespeople say,
“Oh, you're the ones from
Moshiach...”

Before Pesach this year, our girls
ran a camp for a week for a few
dozen children. In honor of Yud-
Alef Nissan they had “Yom Rebbe”
and all the children wrote letters to
the Rebbe. The little ones wanted to

draw pictures and what do little
children usually draw? A house. A
tree. The sun.

One little girl decided to draw a
Moshiach flag like the flags hanging
in each of the classrooms. With
much effort and precision she drew
the Rebbe a Moshiach flag. Her
friends learned from her and
afterwards, we heard from some of
the parents that they hung the
picture at home next to the Rebbe’s
picture.

In my experience, people are
more willing to be receptive to
children than to adults and it’s
possible that children do it with
more innocence and childish purity.
I don’t need to tell you how much
the children benefit from this too.
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SHLEIMUS HA'ARETZ

WHY BISHARA
AND NOT OLMERT?

WHAT DO THEY WANT
FROM BISHARA?

The country is up in arms about
Arab Knesset member, Azmi Bishara,
who apparently gave information to
the enemy during the second war in
Lebanon, endangering Israel’s security.
There is talk of his being a traitor and
about the general unreliability of
Israeli Arabs. Suddenly, people are
remembering the ticking time bomb
called Israeli Arabs. Even the head of
the Shin-Bet mentioned it in a report
to the Knesset. As always, they
remember too late and do too little.

All Bishara did was serve his
people and prove that although he
serves in the Knesset, his people come
first. Claims of his being a traitor
ought to be made against our own
people who serve in the Knesset and
for decades have been serving our
Arab enemies and giving them our
land. When the topic of “a majority of
Jews only” was discussed in order that
Israeli Arabs won't have a deciding
vote on Foreign and Defense affairs,
they screamed about racism and
discrimination.

Now they’ve discovered an enemy
within, a real enemy. The chutzpa is
that they are still trying to claim that
Bishara is an exception to the rule.

Once again, they try to suppress
the problem of the fifth column
amongst us, which is far more
dangerous than Arabs. Arik Sharon
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BY SHAI GEFEN

and Yitzchok Rabin made critical
decisions for the Jewish people in
Israel, relying on the complicity of
Arab Knesset members, and it was all
kosher. These are the enemies within,
who are far more dangerous than
Bishara and his colleagues. It’s time
we addressed the real issue.

Whoever gave land to the enemy,
thereby giving them a military
advantage, and armed them with tens
of thousands of rifles and weapons,
opened the Philadelphi Corridor, fled
from Lebanon, and neglected our
security, did far more criminal acts
than Bishara’s meeting with the

president of Syria and visiting
Lebanon and praising the Hezbollah
for their rocket attacks.

The conversations Olmert had on
the eve of Holocaust Remembrance
Day with Holocaust denier Abu
Mazen is far more terrible than
Bashira’s conversation with Nasrallah.
They damage Israel’s security far more
and literally endanger our existence
here more than the handing over of
the kind of information that the
leader of an Arab party has access to.

Olmert is talking about the
establishment of a Palestinian state

The Rebbe’s message: A Palestinian state is a disaster for Israel



and the destruction of dozens of
outposts. This will continue
encouraging terrorism and provide the
infrastructure for the establishment of
an Al-Qaeda state in Yehuda-
Shomron.

DID YOU MURDER AND
NOW INHERIT?

The Peace House in Chevron is in
the news. Defense Minister Amir
Peretz wants the Jews expelled from
the building, which was purchased
legally. Although we hear that a
majority of the government is in favor
of the house in Chevron, it just
illustrates the disgrace of the leaders
of the State — that Jews need to battle
for their right to the city of our
Fathers in Chevron.

Throughout the years, the Rebbe
warned about the shocking situation
in Chevron, defining the situation as
one of “you murdered and will inherit
too?!”

... Not only that but they want to
concede Chevron! What a disgrace
that in Eretz Yisroel there is a law
which was signed by all Israeli
government ministers, whose meaning
is clear — that Jews are forbidden from
living in Chevron and near the M’aras
HaMachpella. This law was happily
given to the mayor of Chevron, whose
family murdered Jews in Chevron in
the pogrom of 1929 - “did you
murder and now inherit?” (Shabbos
Parshas Eikev 5730).

I asked: Is it possible? How can it
be that Jews pass a law that gives
Chevron, city of our Fathers, to
Arabs? Even if they don’t want Jews
living in Chevron, why must they do
so by making such a law? As soon as
they wanted to throw Jews out of
Chevron, they sent soldiers to expel
them and all that was done without a
law, so why did they have to legislate
this law which was signed by all the
ministers? (Shabbos Noach 5731).

The response to all these terrible

things should be, as the Rebbe says,
to firmly state that Chevron is ours:

Even when standing in a position
similar to that under the Russian czar,
without considering one’s desires,
one’s nature, one’s education, and
those around him who mock, a Jew
must have the strength to state
openly that there is nothing to
discuss when it comes to Chevron!
Chevron belongs to Eretz Yisroel
within its borders!

KIDDUSH HASHEM VS.
CHILLUL HASHEM

The Rebbe said many times that
merely talking about giving away land
is a terrible chillul Hashem
(desecration of G-d’s name) and a
denial of Hashem and His Torah.

When the prohibition to withdraw
from our land is publicized, this
acknowledges the eternity of Torah
and the gift from G-d that we
received, in addition to protesting,
which is a must.

Baruch Hashem, following the
Rebbe’s birthday, the International
Campaign to Save the Nation and the
Land started an advertising campaign
on the buses with the clear message:
A Palestinian state is a disaster for the
Jewish people.

The campaign began in
Yerushalayim and has been welcomed
enthusiastically. In the months to
come it is hoped that the campaign
will spread to other locales.

Lately, we've been hearing talk
about returning to the '67 borders
and the establishment of a Palestinian
state. It has become routine talk,
unfortunately, as though this is what
will save us, when we all know it will
lead to the final destruction, Heaven
forbid, of the Holy Land. We were
shown clearly, in a relatively short
period of time, the destructive
consequences of the Auschwitz Plan
called the Disengagement.

Arik  Sharon and
Yitzchok Rabin made
critical decisions for
the Jewish people in
Israel, relying on the
complicity of Arab
Knesset  members,
and it was all kosher.
These are the enemies
within, who are far
more dangerous than
Bishara and his
colleagues. It’s time
we addressed the real
issue.

We need to trumpet the Rebbe’s
message and d’var Hashem zu halacha.
Let’s not wait until there’s no going
back, but now, let us rise up and
warn about the pending disaster and
how just talking about it can be far

more harmful than actually giving the
land away.

Anash are asked to take part in
this campaign, which is very costly. By
participating, you are personally
spreading the Rebbes message to
millions of people.
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