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joining the songs of Geula that burst
forth from the loudspeakers placed in
the center of the plaza.

The announcement made over this
sound system on the minute, about the
opportunity to write to the Rebbe
through the Igros Kodesh, gave the
signal to the T’mimim to get ready for
the throngs. A few pairs of hands
rolled up sleeves and got to work. One
structure was set up for men and
another for women. As soon as the first
table was unfolded, it was crowded
with people who wanted to write to
the Rebbe. “Where’s paper?” “Who can
help me?” “I also want to write to the

Rebbe…”

That was just the beginning.
Throughout the night, traffic continued
to move and as time passed the crowd
got larger. Any bystander would see an
amazing sight: dozens of Jews standing
around the Igros stand – Sephardim,
Chassidim, Litvish, Yemenites,
Mizrachi, wearing knitted yarmulkes,
makeshift yarmulkes, religious, and
not-yet-observant.

The men sat with the T’mimim and
the women with the N’shei Chabad of
Tzfas. People were told to make a
vessel for the blessing by making a
good mitzva resolution whether in

Shabbos observance, t’fillin every day,
checking their mezuzos, etc. They
reported to the Rebbe about their
commitment and said “Yechi.” Then
their letter was placed in one of dozens
of volumes of Igros Kodesh. The volume
was opened and people were amazed
by the direct answers. Some of them
had been skeptical by the claims of the
T’mimim that the Rebbe MH”M is chai
v’kayam and answers people even
today.

After writing to the Rebbe, they go
over to the Kabbalas HaMalchus stand
nearby. This is where they sign to their
acceptance of the leadership of the



Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and to
their desire for the true and complete
Redemption.

The four large poster boards that
were brought for this purpose were
filled with signatures. More than 2500
people signed!

WRITING WITHOUT
A BREAK

The morning of Lag B’Omer.

T’fillin stands were set up and
throughout the day, people stopped by
to put on t’fillin and to give tz’daka
which hastens the Geula. In previous
years, the Igros stand was folded up in
the afternoon, but this year, the stand
operated 24 hours, nonstop!

Bachurim worked in shifts, though
some bachurim stayed all night or all
day, not wanting to leave the place that
connected so many Jews to the Rebbe.

The sun began to set and people
refused to leave the stand. Another one
came by and another one. All wanted
to write to the Rebbe, so how could
they be refused? So, as the tables were
being folded, some more people sat
down to write to the Rebbe.

Lag B’Omer 5766 came to an end.
The last of the T’mimim departed,
returning to their base, the Chabad
yeshiva in Tzfas. There they held a
meeting to discuss the results of their
outreach. Throughout Lag B’Omer,
thousands of Jews had written and
connected to the Rebbe while
undertaking various mitzva
commitments to hasten the Geula;
hundreds of Jews had put on t’fillin
and had given tz’daka; tens of
thousands of Jews had watched the
Rebbe on video and seen his picture;
over 100,000 pieces of literature were
distributed including Moshiach cards,
“HaAm Rotzeh Moshiach” brochures
that were reprinted in an eye-catching
manner for Lag B’Omer; Moshiach Now
CD’s were grabbed up in the thousands
and disappeared within two hours;
Sichat HaGeula, “HaRashbi U’B’suras
HaGeula,” Yechi HaMelech
HaMoshiach booklets for b’nei Torah,

etc. 

You may have thought that the
expression “tired but satisfied” would
have applied, but no. The T’mimim
who organized the outreach in Miron
were not satisfied. To them, the
measure of success is the Geula, the

true and complete Geula by the Rebbe
MH”M! The T’mimim, along with all
the Jewish people, will not rest until
we merit to see our Melech and to
proclaim before him: Yechi Adoneinu
Moreinu V’Rabbeinu Melech HaMoshiach
L’olam Va’ed!

STORIES FROM THE IGROS KODESH STAND
It was quiet, Lag B’Omer morning, as people sat and wrote to the Rebbe,

when a frum man ran over to the stand. The T’mimim who manned the
stand, wondered what his rushing was about. The man said that his little boy
had gotten lost in the crowd of hundreds of thousands of people a few hours
before. Despite the searching on the part of the police and volunteers, he had
not been found. 

“I came here to write to the Rebbe and to ask that I find my son right
away!”

The worried father sat down to write to the Rebbe and opened to an
answer with blessings. The man got up and left the stand, confident that he
would soon find his lost son. Indeed, no more than ten minutes went by and
the emotional father returned to the stand, holding the Rebbe’s picture. He
kissed the picture and didn’t stop murmuring his thanks. “As soon as I left
the stand, my son appeared. It’s thanks to the Rebbe!”

NO HARD FEELINGS
The loudspeaker announced the opportunity to write to the Rebbe and a

person showed up to do just that. He formulated his question and made a
good resolution. He proclaimed “Yechi” and put his letter into a volume of
Igros Kodesh.

The first sentence to catch his eye, in volume 13, p. 118, surprised him
since it says, “In response to your letter of the special day, Hilula d’Rashbi.” 

He continued to read along with the Tamim and wasn’t satisfied. “The
Rebbe did not respond to what I wrote him in my letter! Is the Rebbe upset
with me?”

“G-d forbid,” said the bachur. “The Rebbe doesn’t hold a grudge against
anyone. The Rebbe loves every Jew as he is.” The bachur was ready to get
into a conversation with him about the significance of the description, Nasi
HaDor, but the man was in a hurry. They continued to read the third letter
and there it was, “Obviously, my lack of response is not because I harbor any
hard feelings, G-d forbid, but is because I am preoccupied…”

P’SAK DIN
The p’sak din signed by hundreds of rabbanim, that the Rebbe has a din

of a prophet and that he is Moshiach, was printed professionally on a large
sign. Many people crowded around it and discovered that g’dolim of all
groups support the belief that the Lubavitcher Rebbe is Moshiach. The p’sak
got a great deal of attention when it was put up during the afternoon along
the path designated as “Mehadrin” (for men only to avoid immodest
mingling) where many religious Jews pass throughout the day. Many of them
were stunned to see that this belief is not the exclusive province of
Lubavitchers. 
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“At the last Kinus HaShluchos on
Chaf-Beis Shvat, the yahrtzait of
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka a”h, I was
especially moved when the names of
all the shluchos was read. When
they read the names of those who
went on shlichus in the time of the
Rebbe Rayatz, my mother was one of
the few who stood up.

“My mother went on shlichus in
1944,” relates Mrs. Sarah Pinson of
Nice, France.

Sarah and her husband were
born on shlichus as both are from
families of shluchim. She is from the
Altein family and her husband is the
son of Rabbi Pinson, shliach in
Tunis. With an illustrious
background like that, no wonder
that they are doing wonderful work
in Nice!

Nice is located in the south of
France, on the Mediterranean coast,
between Marseille and Genoa, and is
a major tourist center and a leading
resort on the French Riviera (Côte
d’Azur). The city enjoys mild and
sunny weather most of the year and
with its palm trees and beautiful
sunsets over the water, it is a most
beautiful though decadent place. Yet,
it is here that the Pinsons have
achieved so much. Their shlichus
began with simcha as Sarah relates:

“We’ve been here in Nice for 31

years. We arrived on Shushan Purim
Katan. Perhaps this is the reason that
Mivtza Purim is a major happening
here, as I will soon tell you.”

Nice is an hour and a half ’s flight
from Paris and near Monte Carlo. It
is not far from Montain, where the
Rebbe Rashab went to vacation (the
Rebbe Rayatz mentions the place
several times in Likkutei Dibburim).
There are about 20,000 Jews in Nice
and much assimilation. Someone
once said to the Pinsons, “Daily, you
live the Rebbe’s battle of ‘Who is a
Jew.’”

Sarah:

“Our work began, as I said, on
Shushan Purim Katan. On our way
to the post office to send off Purim
brochures and mishloach manos, we
met a girl who was wearing a Magen
David necklace, something that
identified her as a Jew. She got our
very first mishloach manos.
Naturally, this wasn’t all. She became
a baalas t’shuva and has a beautiful
family.

“At the Chabad house we have
Torah classes for men and women.
We run a day camp in the summer
as well as in the winter. Children
from all over the area attend them.
We have a kosher restaurant at the
Chabad house. Many people who
wouldn’t ordinarily come to the

Chabad house come to the
restaurant and are exposed to our
work. That’s their first connection.
On Sukkos, the Chabad house sukka
is the only sukka in town, though by
now, other Chabad houses have
opened on the coast.

“We opened a Jewish school,
which has 250 students. When we
came here 31 years ago, there
weren’t many children who attended
a Jewish school. Now, there are two
Jewish schools full of Jewish
children who are getting a proper
Jewish education.

“Kashrus has developed quickly
here. When we arrived here, many
products were unobtainable. Back
then we made do with what we had
or we imported food. Now, you can
even get chalav Yisroel here.”

What is your focus on shlichus?

“I am principal of the school and
for this job alone, I need 26 hours a
day, there’s so much work. Yet, I also
organize classes for women. Just
recently, we started a parenting class
every Tuesday. It is very popular.

“Lately, a group of women began
putting on plays. I work on the
script and together, we turn it into a
play. The stories we perform convey
authentic Jewish messages and make
a deep impression on people. 

“More recently, we have begun
including girls so now we have fifty
women and 12 girls.

“Every month we have an
evening for N’shei Chabad. We had
200 women a month ago. I

SHLICHUS

NISSIM IN NICE
BY CHANI  NUSSBAUM

31 years ago, Sarah and Yosef Yitzchok Pinson
arrived in the scenic city of Nice, France on
shlichus.. * The story of their shlichus.
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remember that at the first evening
for N’shei Chabad that we organized,
a fax came from the Rebbe in
response to a report I had sent, and
there was great excitement.

“It was the first fax to arrive from
the US. After we received the fax,
the phone rang and it was Rabbi
Groner with two questions. First,
what was the significance of the
participation of 200 women in a city
like Nice. We answered that here in
Nice, 200 women would be like
20,000 women in New York as far as
the percentage of Jewish women in
attendance. 

“His next question was whether
the women had received any sort of
gift. We understood that this was the
Rebbe’s instruction and since then
we try to do that. We make sure
each woman leaves with something
(a brochure, for example) and this in
itself makes an impact.

“In one of the early years, at an
evening for women that we held in
honor of Yud-Tes Kislev, each

woman received Neshek and a
brochure which explained the
importance of fulfilling this mitzva.

“One of the women went home
and put the brochure on a high shelf
and discovered it a few years later.
Since then, she began to get more
involved in Judaism and she
regularly attended the classes until
she became a baalas t’shuva, thanks
to the brochure as per the Rebbe’s
instruction.

“We have Shabbatons six times a
year. At first we invited everyone to
our home but lately, we have to
make it at the Chabad house because
our home cannot contain so many
people.

“Last Shabbos we had a
Shabbaton. Each time it is so moving
to see how Jews here are thirsty for
Judaism. Even before the Shabbaton
is over, they ask when the next one
will take place. We ask Hashem to
give us the strength to do more and
more.

“I just returned from the Kinus

HaShluchos in New York, where I
met one of my students wearing a
sheitel and dressed modestly. There
is no nachas greater than that.”

What do you do about chinuch
for your children?

“We home-schooled the older
ones and the boys left home at age
12 and the girls at age 15. The little
ones have schools now that they can
attend. My children are scattered
between Eretz Yisroel, Argentina,
and France. Only my younger
daughters in grades six and seven
are still here with us in Nice.”

What about a mikva?

“For the time being, there is a
mikva in the community building.
We work hard to support it. We
recently formed an organization of
all the women in town, from all
segments of the population, for the
purpose of uniting everyone to
support the mikva. We named the
organization, Mayim Chayim, and
we hope to find a new building that
will enable us to build a beautiful
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mikva according to the Chabad
shita, for in Nice, buying a building
is a difficult project.”

Speaking of buildings, the
present Chabad house building was
miraculously acquired. It was when
they had already despaired of being
able to buy a building. They found
the present building, which they
found suitable, but the owner
insisted on renting it, not selling it. 

“Then he suddenly changed his
mind, with no explanation, and
decided to sell it. The second
miracle was when we bought it
without having any money, but
miraculously, it’s flourishing. As I
said before, in Nice, we see nissim.

STORIES OF NESHAMOS
Sarah has numerous stories of

neshamos and miracles. These too,
are an inseparable part of the
fascinating work of shlichus:

“An older woman who became
close with us, retired and began to
help us at the school. She is not
religious but she got used to our
school. Every summer, she travels to
Eretz Yisroel on vacation and stays
in Netanya. Last summer, before her
trip, she had a serious money
problem and didn’t know how to
solve it. 

“She went to her house and
looked at a picture of the Rebbe and
said to him: Please help me. I need
your immediate help.

“She told this to me the next day
and I immediately recalled a story
which I had recently read, about a
Jew who said his wife had suddenly
become ill. In his dream he said to
the Rebbe: Rebbe, save her! 

“A short while later, Rabbi
Chadakov called him and told him
in the Rebbe’s name: Do not worry,
everything will be all right, with
Hashem’s help. Do what the doctor
tells your wife to do. 

“When the surprised man asked
Rabbi Chadakov how he knew to

call just at the right time, Rabbi
Chadakov said, ‘I don’t know
anything. The Rebbe told me to call,
and I did.’

“I was telling her this story when
someone came into the office of the
school and handed her a nice
amount of money that she sorely
needed. Her financial problem was
solved. We saw how the Rebbe is
always with us and takes care of
things in supernatural ways.”

Another story which illustrates
how the Rebbe responds to all:

“Two weeks ago, someone
stopped my husband on the street as
he cried out, ‘Rabbi Pinson, Rabbi
Pinson!’ My husband saw a familiar

non-Jewish couple. They said that
they came to the public Menora
lighting that we have every year on
Chanuka. They had a daughter who
had no children, and this year, at the
Menora lighting, they heard that it
was an auspicious time for requests,
so they had made a request on her
behalf. ‘Now, we must tell you that
our daughter is expecting a baby!’

“This story made quite a
commotion in town and a kiddush
Hashem. Yes, the Rebbe answers
everybody and the time we light the
Menora is indeed auspicious.

“There was a story with a lady
who got involved with Judaism and
Chabad and began participating in

classes, but her husband wasn’t
interested in hearing about religion.
Consequently, their family harmony
was disturbed. Her husband
maintained that she was going to a
cult of crazies, and he left the house.

“He finally returned but he said
there was no way his home would be
kosher. The wife didn’t know how to
handle this. What should she do? I
advised her to write to the Rebbe
through the Igros Kodesh and in her
despair, she did so. In the letter she
opened to, the Rebbe said to be
careful about kashrus.

“I advised her to be even more
careful than she had been until now,
for example, to begin using only
chalav Yisroel. She listened to me
and began using chalav Yisroel.
When her husband came home, he
asked about the milk. She told him
that the other stores were closed and
she had bought the milk at the
Chabad house. The two sat and
drank this milk. 

“Suddenly, the husband rushed
out, saying, ‘I am going to buy more
of this milk.’ And the miracle
happened. Their quarrels ceased.

“The woman was so grateful and
she wanted to write her thanks to
the Rebbe, because in her wildest
dreams she didn’t imagine her
problems would disappear like that. 

“Another woman came to consult
with me about whether she should
help her husband in his work or
look for something independently. I
suggested she write to the Rebbe. In
the letter she opened to, the Rebbe
referred to someone who wrote a
similar request to him and at the end
of the letter, the Rebbe wrote, ‘a
blessing for an easy pregnancy.’ 

“The woman nearly fainted.
When she recovered, she said she
had just found out she was pregnant
but hadn’t written about this to the
Rebbe. This story took place eight
years ago and was spoken about all
over town.”

Here in Nice, 200
women would be like

20,000 women in
New York as far as
the percentage of
Jewish women in

attendance.



STORIES OF PURIM
Towards the end of our

conversation, Sarah wanted to get
back to Purim.

“As I told you, since we arrived
here on Shushan Purim Katan, our
tradition here on shlichus is that
Mivtza Purim is done on a grand
scale. Purim night we have a public
Megilla reading, then a party with
singing and dancing. In the
morning, the Megilla is read every
hour at the Chabad house. The
Purim meal takes place in our home
with fifty people. 

“With the help of other shluchim
we also have a Purim meal for

students, separate for boys and girls.
R’ Menachem, the new shliach,
organizes it, and then we have a
grand farbrengen which lasts until
dawn of Shushan Purim.

“One year ago, a couple came
here to help us on shlichus, and so
we had the Purim meal together. The
couple didn’t have children yet.
Since it was thirty years since we
had arrived on shlichus, we had a
big meal and the mashke was
plentiful. Everybody blessed the
couple from the depths of their
hearts, while saying l’chaim, that the
following year they’d have a child.

“Nine months after this

farbrengen, the couple had a son!
Today, that couple lives in Canada.
They recently called me to tell us
that they anticipate good news again
and thanks to this incident, they
understand far better the power of
saying l’chaim in the home of a
shliach of the Rebbe.

“Another story that depicts the
impact of our Purim activities, which
we just found out about, has to do
with a student who came to us for
the first time for the Purim meal. He
came last Shabbos to the Shabbaton
we held and he said, ‘I will never
forget that first Purim meal that I
had in your home. I was sated not
only physically but also spiritually.’
Purim definitely makes a big
impression here and the impact
lingers the rest of the year.

“During Purim we send out 2000
mishloach manos to Jews around the
city. Aside from that, we send about
another 100 mishloach manos from
the house. Purim, as we have seen,
is a holiday that bestows great
strength. One person strengthens the
other and together, everyone is
elevated to provide nachas to the
Rebbe.

“One year, we thought of having
the Purim meal outside our home.
Our children said, ‘Purim outside
the house?!’ They refused to even
consider it. 

“Whoever comes here on Purim
would think he is in Crown Heights
with the people dancing on the
tables and the tremendous
Chassidishe simcha.”
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Rabbi Y.Y. Pinson giving a class
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THEY PREFER TO FORGET
The campaign of “There’s

judgment and there’s a Judge”
created a furor last week, as did
other projects designed to de-
legitimize all those who had a hand
in the expulsion of Jews from Gush
Katif. There are people who don’t
want to be reminded what they did
to the Jewish nation and the
devastated land they left behind,
that miraculously blooming land
that is now overrun by terrorists
who endanger our lives.

Since the Disengagement, we
have observed the media’s attempt
to cover up one of the greatest
crimes in our history. Thousands of
expellees are suffering in silence.
The media also tries to conceal the
real state of our security, to the best
of their ability in this day and age
when word gets around via other
means than state-censored news. 

But someone is ruining their
plan, and they are not willing to
forgive. The campaign’s goal is to
make the Israeli public aware of the
crime of the expulsion and
destruction so that the wounds
never heal and the memory will
prevent a repetition of the crime.

That is why, at the height of the
recent war in Lebanon, millions of
copies of, “We told you so,” were
distributed. This publication
quoted the opinions of security

experts about the terrible damage
incurred by the Disengagement and
the danger in the Convergence
plan. 

That is why the campaign,
“There’s judgment and there’s a
Judge,” hits a nerve. The Left and
the collaborators, including those
among us, who were in favor of the

Disengagement (or did not prevent
it), are very angry and they want to
stifle all public discourse on the
topic.

I’m not talking only about those
who promoted the Disengagement,
but also and primarily I’m speaking
about those who insisted that “With
love, we will be victorious.” They

didn’t lift a finger to prevent that
which could have been prevented
(or at least postponed). The upset
reactions show us how important
are the various campaigns intent on
publicizing the truth.

Yes, it’s painful, and many
would prefer to forget about it, but
we cannot allow them this pleasure,
not as Jews, because of the danger
to life involved, and not as
Chassidim of the Rebbe, who was
so pained by this. 

Years ago, after Rabbi Wolpo
published his book, Daas Torah
B’Inyanei HaMatzav B’Eretz
HaKodesh, the Rebbe told him in a
yechidus (Iyar 5741) to publish
another book in order “to show that
everything we warned about,
happened.” So Rabbi Wolpo
published another book, this one
called, Shalom Shalom, V’Ein Shalom. 

The present campaign is
intended to reveal the bitter and
ugly truth, in order to prevent the
giving away of more land for the
establishment of a Palestinian state.
As we remind them how they took
the people who are meant to defend
the people and the land, and used
them in the most despicable way to
serve the political needs of a crime
family, we can prevent it from
recurring and say with assurance,
“our hands did not spill this
blood.”

REMEMBERING
AND REMINDING

BY SHAI  GEFEN

SHLEIMUS HA’ARETZ
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THEY SAY THEY’RE SORRY
In the news recently, there was

an item about the Sharon family
that they appointed unqualified
officers for sensitive security
positions, which generally require
higher rank, in order to serve their
self-interests. The results of this
disastrous policy came out in
shocking testimony before the
Foreign Affairs and Security
committees. No wonder then that
those officers collaborated in the
Disengagement crime, and when
they were put to the test in the war
in Lebanon last summer, they failed.
The army was transformed into a
political entity that serves the ruler,
just like in the dictatorships that
surround us.

This trickles down, little by
little, into all segments of the
population. Day by day, we discover
that senior officers, as well as
politicians, before leaving their
positions express regret for the
Disengagement and raise tough
questions. Just last week, Major
General Yair Naveh, who
implemented the expulsion in
northern Shomron, admitted in a
lecture that he gave that “there was
no security consideration in the
Disengagement, rather, political
considerations whose underlying
motives may be investigated one
day.”

Why don’t they investigate now?!
The tragedy of the Disengagement
should not be superseded by the
tragedy of the war in Lebanon; it’s
far worse! His contemptible work in
uprooting Jews from their homes is
what led to the downfall of the
entire army. The same holds true for
the other officers, like General
Gershon HaKohen, who called the
Disengagement, “a crime against the
Jewish people,” and Res. General
Yiftach Ron Tal, who opined that
the Disengagement is a dangerous

course for the Jewish nation.

These admissions will continue
as long as those fighting for
shleimus ha’Aretz target all those
who were party to the
Disengagement. Those who realize
that their name will be remembered
in infamy on the list of criminals
will do everything to have their
names erased. When senior officers
and lowly soldiers get the message
that although they are merely cogs,
they are operating as part of the
well-oiled machinery of devastation
and destruction, they will think
twice about how to proceed.

The regrets we have heard
expressed in recent months are not
coming from the mouths of true
penitents but thanks to the
campaign against all those
responsible for the crime.

NOT A REAL HOUSE
Everybody’s angry at Knesset

member Bishara for betraying Israel,
but this is just the tip of the
iceberg. The laws and the giving
away of land that passed in the
Knesset were made thanks to the
support of those enemies of Israel,
who intend on destroying us. It’s
only thanks to Hashem’s kindness
that they have not succeeded.

On Shabbos Parshas Metzora, 26
years ago, the Rebbe spoke
prophetically about the Knesset, in
which resolutions to give away land
are made by Arabs and Christians.
The Rebbe says that the only
solution is to destroy the house and
build a real house. An amazing
sicha which is better understood
today:

Giving away land from Eretz
Yisroel doesn’t only go against
halacha but also goes against simplee
logic. It even opposes the intellect
and emotions of the animal soul, for
even the most fearful aniimal
wouldn’t willingly dance in fire or

extend his neck for slaughtering.
Giving away parts of Eretz Yisroel is
like jumping in the fire!

Those who want to give away
parts of Eretz Yisroel – even though
it says, “I give it to you as an
inheritance” – sit in the Knesset.
Therefore, there needs to be  “and
the house must be dismantled” [i.e.,
referring to the laws of a house with
tzaraas which must be dismantled].

The present Knesset is not the
real house, since in this hoouse sit
communists, Arabs, and Christians
– to the point that some of them
want to give away all of  Eretz

Just last week, Major
General Yair Naveh,
who implemented the
expulsion in northern
Shomron, admittedd in
a lecture that he gave
that “there was no
security consideration
in the Disengagement,
rather, political
considerations whose
underlying motives
may be investigated
one day.”



Yisroel! They yell that because of
peace it’s all worthwhile, even
giving away all of Eretz Yisroel..
Therefore, “the house must be
dismantled,” and a new house
made, a real house!

As was said a numberr of times,
the world is currently shaking and
from day to day it trembles more,
to the point that tooday they have
already stopped misleading people
that the tragic deal signed at Camp
David a few yearrs ago is good.

They don’t make celebrations in
honor of it anymore and they even
stopped clapping annd patting each
other’s backs and saying “mazal
tov” about this unfortunate deal.
Actually, instead oof establishing the
day they signed the miserable deal
as a holiday, they should have
established it  as a bitter, terrible
day. Signing this unfortunate deal is
something to cry about! I don’t
want to  say “an everlasting crying,”
since Moshiach will come
immediately, but two years later we
see that tthe pressure on the Jews to
give away land is only worse!

There was never such a thing in
the historyy of the Jewish people, a
situation in which Jews themselves
offered to do such a shocking thing
as tto give away parts of Eretz
Yisroel that belong to them to
gentiles! Over the generations, the
Jewishh people endured much
suffering, but never experienced
anything like what occurred two
years ago!

THIS IS INDEPENDENCE?!
The State of Israel recently

celebrated its independence. On

Parshas Shmini 5741, the Rebbe
said as follows:

The main reason why Jews are
obstinate about undermining
shleimus ha’Aretz is because of
their ffeelings of inferiority in the
face of the goy. They call this
inferiority feeling independence!

Even when it was a government
of goyim and gentile policemen,
they did not feel as inferior before
the ggoy as they do now, when those
who sit in the government (and
Knesset) and the policemen are
Jews!

Thhese Jews do not have the
strength and the “pride of Yaakov”
that are required of a Jew. When a
Jew ssuch as this sees the goy
smiling at him, he completely loses
his strength and is ready to do
anythinng for him. In exchange for a
smile (or a doubtful smile) from a
goy, he is ready to endanger three
and a half million Jews!
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There was never such
a thing in the history
of the Jewish people,
a situation in which

Jews themselvees
offered to do such a
shocking thing as to
give away parts of
Eretz Yisroel that
belong to them to

ggentiles!
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Only 1 minute from 770 ^ High Style Hotel  in a small format ^ Fancy Studio Apartments
@ Kitchen with all the latest technology appliances: Fridge, Microwave, Toaster

@ Breakfast, drinks in fridge all day
@ Broadband Internet
@ FREE calls & video Linen & Towels changed 

Fancy Bath & Shower with plenty 

of Shampoo & Soap 
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DR. ( ZVI ) HARVEY LANG
C h i r o p r a c t o r

783 Montgomery Street
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Headache, Back & Neck Pain, etc.
Learning Disability, T.M.J. (JAW), Dislexia, Chronic
Ear Aches, Scoliosis, Allergy, Neural Organization

(718) 773-1121 By Appointment
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CLEAR OR BLOCKED LENSES 
Years ago, in the days when it still

wasn’t possible to obtain alternatives
to Chalav Yisroel milk for babies, a
Lubavitcher chassid was once asked
by his son’s pediatrician why he
preferred to feed his child soy-based
baby food, which is very expensive.

The child’s father explained to the
doctor that non-kosher food dulls the
soul, and therefore, he is ready to pay
the higher price, as long as his son
doesn’t receive his nourishment from
non-Jewish milk.

The doctor was amazed to hear
this explanation. “How is it possible
to understand that those who eat

non-kosher foods become thick-
headed people?” the doctor inquired.
“These people run businesses, use
computers, learn in universities, and
operate complicated machinery!”

Whether the young chassid
succeeded in explaining to the doctor
about dullness of the soul – we don’t
know. However, the doctor’s question
demands an answer: What is the
meaning of the damage that forbidden
foods are liable to cause to a person?

The factual source behind the
spiritual damage caused by forbidden
foods comes from the verse, “And you
shall not defile yourselves with them,
that you should become unclean

through them.” At first glance, it
seems that the verse is unnecessarily
repetitive: Both “defile yourselves”
and “become unclean.” 

Even the way the word
“v’nitmeisem” (and you shall become
unclean) is written in a strange
manner – without the letter Alef. This
teaches us that the meaning behind
“v’nitmeisem” (and you shall become
unclean) is actually “v’nitamtamsem”
(and you shall become dull), i.e.,
eating forbidden foods (enumerated
in the previous verses) causes the
person to suffer dullness.

To understand the essence of the
spiritual damage from non-kosher
foods, we must first offer an
illumination with the light of
chassidus on why we say in davening
“My G-d, the soul which You have
given within me is pure.” The Alter
Rebbe asks: What relevance does the
concept of purity and impurity have
to a spiritual soul?

The Alter Rebbe explains that
“t’hora” (pure) derives from “k’etzem
ha’shamayim l’tohar” (and like the
appearance of the heavens for
clarity), meaning pure and clear
heavens without any covering and
concealment. The pure soul sees the
G-dly reality as it really is, and no
coverings whatsoever can conceal it.
However, with its descent into this
world in the stages described in the
words, “You created, You formed,
You breathed,” there are already
coverings – at every stage of descent,
there is formed another covering and

THOUGHT

In our generation, the generation of the
Redemption, the Rebbe MH”M equipped us
with the means to nott be hindered by worldly
matters by viewing everything with a look of
Redemption. This idea, based uppon the
saying, “All the days of your life to bring the
days of Moshiach,” leads us to contemplate
annd understand that everything happening
before our eyes is part of the process of
current Redemption,, and not just a
preparation for the Redemption. Excerpts
from a chassidic farbrengen.

DON’T BE SO DENSE!
BY RABBI  CHAIM ASHKENAZI

TRANSLATED BY MICHOEL LEIB DOBRY
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yet another covering. This means
that at the lower stages, the soul sees
G-dliness through multicolored glass
of a variety of shades and
thicknesses, etc., and therefore, when
it descends below, sin ch”v, becomes
a most relevant concept.

“TO MAKE MERITORIOUS” –
POLISHING AND SHINING

According to this explanation, we
can understand the words of Rabbi
Chananya ben Akashya: “G-d wanted
to make the Jewish People
meritorious, therefore He gave them
Torah and mitzvos in abundant
measure.” At first glance, it seems that
we could say that if G-d wanted to
make us meritorious, if he would
have given us just one mitzva – we
would have succeeded much more,
because we would have kept and
guarded it at every opportunity. How
do we possibly understand that in
order to make us meritorious, He
specifically gave us an abundance of
mitzvos?

Chassidus explains that the word
“l’zakos” (to make meritorious) means
“l’zacheich” (to purify). The Jewish
People were given mitzvos to make
them as a piece of clear glass, totally
pure and clean of any stains, to the
point that their souls can see G-d as
He truly is – without filters but with a
simple and natural point of view
derived from the healthy power of
sight possessed by a person whose
soul is pure.

What happens to someone who
wears glasses with tinted lenses? He
ends up looking into a mirror and
seeing only himself. The thicker the
tinted covering, the more and more
the person sees himself and only
himself.

The covering that blocks the eyes
of the pure soul is formed when we
absorb impure things with each of
our five senses. Therefore, we have
been commanded to avoid things that
cause impurity – dimness and
concealment for the eyes and the

other senses.

The Rebbe MH”M explains that
this is the meaning of the
commandment “You shall make
judges and officers within all your
gates”: Establish protection at the
gates through which impressions are
instilled within you – your eyes, your
ears, and your mouth – engraving
things upon your body and your soul
that are most difficult to erase.

Among all these gates, while the
mouth grasps the most physical
matter – food and drink – its
influence reaches the soul’s most
delicate spiritual dimensions.

We can bring further examples to

prove this influence. For example,
there’s the story about a Jewish boy
who was taken by one of the
paritzim, in the days when paritzim
did virtually anything they desired. In
this case, the paritz wanted to force
the child to convert ch”v. The boy,
even though he didn’t know much
about Yiddishkait, refused
categorically to convert, and as a
result, suffered mercilessly at the
hands of the paritz. The priest
suggested to the paritz that he should
give the boy to drink, without his
knowledge, from his negel vasser after
he had washed in the morning.
Shortly after drinking from these

impure waters, the boy agreed to
convert.

Notice the great strength of
forbidden water, as it overcame the
soul’s light and holiness, which had
previously illuminated the body with
such tremendous intensity that he was
prepared to suffer afflictions in order
not to undergo forced conversion. Yet,
after consuming something forbidden,
it caused a dullness so thick and
coarse that he agreed to convert r”l.

MAINTAINING PURITY IS
INDEED AN ART

Every craftsman guards his trade
with the utmost stringency. The artist
tends to his paintbrushes, the violinist
gently moves his fingers across the
strings, and the cantor is careful not
to strain his vocal cords.

Chassidus demands, guides, and
brings the person to craftsmanship of
“to behold the pleasantness of G-d”
on the highest level. Thus, it demands
protecting the purity of the eyes of
the soul with the most impeccable
cleanliness, i.e., even being careful
not to consume permissible things
with a passion, because this too
results in a covering that blocks off
the light of the soul.

Chassidus brings a parable to
illustrate this point: On a very
expensive garment, a slight stain is
considered as a serious stain.
Similarly, regarding a very important
person or someone who has to appear
in very important places, he is
required to be a proper chassidic role
model. This is in accordance with
what was said about Rabbi Hillel
Paritcher, who was particularly and
unusually careful in the way he
maintained his daily conduct, in order
that “es zahl zich im leigen besser a vort
chassidus” (so that a chassidic concept
will be internalized better). There is
also the chassid, Rabbi Neta of
Malastirtchine, who wouldn’t sleep in
a bed made by a woman. Once when
someone wasn’t careful in regard to R.
Neta’s strictness in this matter, he



woke up the next morning and said,
“What do you care if I dream about
chassidus?”

All these mode of conducts are
additional forms of purification in
order that we can see G-dliness better
and more deeply. This is the reason
why the word “v’nitmeisem” is written
without the letter Alef: If you eat
forbidden foods, then “v’nitamtamsem
bam” – you will be blocked off,
surrounded by a covering that will
prevent you from seeing the truth.

There is an interesting story that
occurred in the time of Rabbi Akiva
Eiger illustrating how much we need
to be careful about kashrus, even
when there is the slightest tinge of
doubt.

A boy was brought before Rabbi
Akiva Eiger who was extremely sharp
in his Torah study but whose mind
had suddenly lost the ability to grasp
Torah. Rabbi Akiva Eiger said that
apparently the child had eaten some
forbidden food, thus leading to his
mind’s inability to comprehend Torah.
The parents knew that non-kosher
food would never possibly enter their
home, and therefore, they checked if
the boy had eaten something
somewhere else. 

This investigation revealed that
once when the boy was passing in the
street, he was asked to come into a
Jewish inn and eat the leftovers of the
wedding meal, and he had some of
the meat. They went to check what
had happened, and it turned out that
the shochet was a pious G-d-fearing
Jew who slaughtered everything
precisely according to the strict laws
of kashrus. However, the bride at this
wedding had been divorced with an
improperly written get. When the
matter was brought before the Alter
Rebbe, he wrote in reference to this
get (see Response #109, end of the
Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch) that it is
invalid and that it is forbidden for the
woman to remarry without another
get. The Alter Rebbe added further: (If

the woman should remarry without a
new get) any meat slaughtered for the
wedding meal is deemed unfit and
treif. The boy ate from this meat and
it immediately caused a dullness that
prevented him from learning Torah.

It’s amazing to see how far the
strength of chachamim can reach, as
something declared forbidden by the
Alter Rebbe immediately causes
dullness. This brings to mind the
saying that “the words of the Sages
are more severe than the words of the
Torah.”

OTHER REASONS
FOR DIRTY LENSES

The Rebbe MH”M told at a
farbrengen that the Rambam once
received a letter signed by seventy
thousand people asking for the source
on T’chiyas HaMeisim (Revival of the
Dead), and suggesting that the verses
brought by our Sages, of blessed
memory, can also be interpreted in a
different way. The Rambam did not
want to offer a response, and gave the
task to his student. In his response,
the student wrote that they had
obviously eaten forbidden food, thus
leading them to ask such questions on
one of the fundamental principles of
the Jewish faith, as evidently they had
not fathomed the intellect of our
Sages, of blessed memory. At the end
of his letter, he writes that they are
liable for punishment, and r”l shortly
thereafter, a king came with his army
and killed them. 

The Rebbe MH”M concluded by
emphasizing that raising doubts on
matters of pure faith happens not just
from eating forbidden food, but also
from eating permitted food with great
physical desire.

Accordingly, we can understand
why we sometimes ch”v have to
undergo suffering. This is not ch”v
meant to take vengeance upon the
soul. Rather, in order that we can
behold the pleasantness of G-d, we
must clean our glasses and eyes from
even permitted pleasures that we

consumed to satisfy our desires.

Thus, it’s not only food that can
cloud our vision, but even the
enthusiastic involvement in worldly
matters or the longing for physical
pleasures. Accordingly, we can
understand what is stated in HaYom
Yom – that the descent in Avodas
Hashem starts when things are
lacking in the avoda of davening. For
if we are not involved in the avoda of
davening, designed to instill the G-dly
truth that “there is nothing else
besides Him” within a person’s mind
and heart, the world standing before
his eyes covers G-dliness with
camouflage colors, concealing it from
us completely, thus laying the
groundwork for ch”v possible spiritual
deterioration.

Therefore, chassidim would guard
themselves not only against forbidden
things, but if their eyesight weakened,
they didn’t want to start wearing
glasses, claiming that it’s better to see
less of this world. Every time we
perceive the world as an existing
reality, this creates a dullness and
fuzziness for the holy soul, to the
point that it is no longer as pure as it
once was.

EVEN GREATER CAUTION
WITH CHILDREN

This is the reason why the Rebbe
MH”M spoke so adamantly against
teaching secular subjects to Jewish
children learning in “cheider,” when
their souls are so pure. Why bring
them in contact with spiritual
coverings and impurities that will
only interfere with the cleaving to
G-dliness down the road?

By the same token, our Rebbeim
warned against the use of non-Jewish
milk, etc., particularly by small
children, because the purer their soul
is, the more long-term the damage
ch”v. The Shulchan Aruch states that if
a nursing woman eats forbidden food
for the sake of preserving her health,
it would be better for her not to nurse
her baby. Even though such food is
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permissible for her to eat,
nevertheless, it causes a defilement
and dullness for the suckling child.

This point is alluded to in Rashi’s
commentary on the verse, “you
should become unclean through
them”: “If you become unclean in
this world, I will make you unclean
in the World to Come.” We can ask
here the same question that we
posed regarding the soul: What
relevance does impurity have to the
World to Come? However, chassidus
explains that the words, “I will
make you unclean in the World to
Come,” means that in the World to
Come, a time when we will need to
merit G-dly revelations, they will
neither sense nor feel them. 

This reality is reflected in the
words that someone once said to a
certain rebbe: It is written that eating
forbidden food makes a person dense,
yet I eat such food and don’t feel the
denseness! The rebbe’s reply: The fact
that you don’t feel how dense you
really are – that’s the denseness itself!
Similarly, when someone injures
himself ch”v and feels no pain nor
sees any blood dripping from him,
this shows how detached he is from
what is happening to him. 

It seems that this is the meaning
of “one who repeatedly transgresses –
makes it as if it is permissible.” The
first time a person commits a
transgression, he feels that his glasses
have been made less transparent.
However, when he keeps sinning, the
denseness becomes so great that he
simply can’t distinguish the additional
damage.

In a similar vein, we hear people
say, “I have participated in
farbrengens (or Torah classes) for
quite some time, and I don’t feel that
I’m missing anything” or “I haven’t
been to the Rebbe in years, and I
don’t see that it diminishes anything
from me.” If they don’t feel what’s
missing, who knows how great the
damage is!

The result of exercising caution
against forbidden foods is stated in
the verse, “He who brought you up
from the land of Egypt,” as the
Gemara interprets: This is the
elevation – that he is careful in all
this, and his soul shines “like the
appearance of the heavens for clarity.”

REDEMPTION – CLEANING
THE LENSES

In our generation, the generation
of the Redemption, the Rebbe MH”M
provides us with the mean to not be

hindered by worldly matters, by
viewing everything with a
Redemption-perspective. This idea,
based upon the saying, “All the days
of your life – to bring the days of
Moshiach,” leads us to contemplate
and understand that everything
happening before our eyes is part of
the current process of Redemption,
and not just a preparation for the
Redemption.

In generations past, a Jew knew
that everything happening in the

world represents a hiding and
concealment of G-dliness, and in the
days of Moshiach, this concealment
will be removed and G-dliness will
appear openly. Today, a Jew has to
contemplate upon the world from the
viewpoint that every innovation in the
world displays G-dliness even now, as
it is actually part of the Redemption.
If he looks at things in this manner,
he won’t see the world as something
that conceals and stifles. Rather, the
world (olam) – in its very state of
concealment (helem) – illuminates,
reveals, and cleanses one’s power of
perception, making it proper, correct,
and true.

For example, the Global
Positioning System (GPS), found
today in many vehicles to enable the
driver to reach his desired point of
destination, in a sense, proclaims
“there is nothing else besides Him.” It
sharpens the awareness that Someone
is watching over us from Above and
following our every move. A driver
who doesn’t follow the instructions
receives an immediate warning,
including guidance on how to get
back on the right path, leading him to
his point of destination. Isn’t this the
most concrete illustration of, “‘And
behold, G-d stands over him,’ and,
‘The whole world is filled with His
glory,’ and He looks upon him and
‘searches his reins and heart’ [to see]
if he is serving Him as is fitting’”?

It is possible that this is the
meaning behind the Rebbe MH”M’s
request to “open the eyes” in order to
see the Redemption. We must
contemplate with open eyes, not
covered with plaster and mud, and
see how even today nothing hides and
conceals the Creator. Rather,
everything joins in the high and lofty
process of revealing G-dliness and
holiness. And then we will merit that
“the world will be filled with the
knowledge of G-d” with the True and
Complete Redemption, immediately,
mamash.

Issue Number 599 - BEIS MOSHIACH 41

The boy, even though
he didn’t know much

about Yiddishkait,
refused categorically
to convert. The priiest

suggested to the
paritz that he should
give the boy to drink,

without his
knowledge, from his
neegel vasser after he
had washed in the

morning...
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It’s not very often that you hear of
a new smicha institute for rabbanus
and dayanus, particularly one
designated for Lubavitcher
Chassidim and graduates of Chabad
Yeshivos. It’s especially unusual when
it sets exceptionally high standards of
Torah scholarship accompanied by
excellent material conditions,
including a generous monthly
stipend. Yet that is the good news
announced by R. D’niel Goldberg of
Beitar Illit, who has decided to
accept this challenge. 

Registration started before Pesach,
and has already closed for the
summer semester starting in Sivan
and for the fall semester starting in
Elul, although applicants can still
register to be placed on the waiting
list for both Sivan and Ellul. 

“We intend to invest serious
funding in the institute, B’ezras
Hashem,” said R. D’niel in an
exclusive interview to Beis Moshiach.
“The new kollel, b’ezras Hashem, will
be an academy of Torah scholarship
on a particularly high level, both for
Chabad students studying for smicha
after their year spent at “770” in the
“ k’vutza,” or after Shlichus, and for
young married men who wish to
study in depth Torah courses
required for entering the rabbinate
and serving as dayanim.

“At present, students often can’t
find the right environment for
serious in depth study without

financial worry. We will carefully
select the most qualified applicants
to receive high monthly financial
stipends, starting from $770 and
reaching as much as 36 times “Yechi”
(28), a respectable sum in Israel by
any standard. 

Additionally, the town of Beitar is
a most pleasant place to live, making
it particularly attractive for young
couples. It is situated in the Judean
hills, just 15 minutes south of
Yerushalayim, and 15 minutes east of
Beit Shemesh. Bachurim who study
assiduously will stay in comfortable
dormitory accommodations, with
excellent meals, and receive a
monthly stipend of $200.”

The study of dayanus has been
strongly encouraged by the Rebbe
MH”M shlita (see, for example, at
length in the sicha of 10 Shvat,
5737, edited by the Rebbe). He was
always very pleased when rabbinic
students successfully completed their
tests for dayanus. 

Of course, as befits a school of
learning associated with the Rebbe
MH”M shlita, the kollel will also be
involved in strengthening Yiddishkait
and disseminating the wellsprings of
Chassidus, b’ezras Hashem. There are
plans for Shabbatons for IDF
servicemen and for college students,
for spreading Yiddishkait in
settlements around Beitar, and for
establishing regular study sessions in
Chassidus and subjects of Moshiach

and Geula.

Another important and – as far as
we are aware – unique and
innovative purpose of the new kollel
is to train future educators for senior
yeshivos and yeshiva high schools.
“We are ready to incur considerable
expense, if necessary, to bring special
lecturers and expert rabbanim to
lecture at the institute on educational
subjects, enabling those students
who are interested to graduate with a
certificate in education,” says R.
D’niel. “They will be familiar with
various educational methodologies
and practical approaches, giving
them an array of appropriate tools
for dealing with all sorts of
complicated situations.” 

What has inspired R. D’niel to
invest so much money and energy in
this project? “On several occasions,
the Rebbe MH”M shlita encouraged
me to be involved in helping and
supporting chinuch.  It has long
been my dream to create a suitable
environment that will encourage
Torah scholarship to flourish and
expand even further among the
Chabad community,” he replies. 

Even before this project, R. D’niel
has been active in giving grants to
Chabad students studying at “770”
encouraging them to devote
themselves totally to intensive Torah
study. He even initiated a special “
Achdus Campaign” in which students
from both ends of the Chabad
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spectrum study Chassidus b’chevrusa
three times a week, for which they
each receive a monthly contribution
towards their expenses. Additionally,
the 12 students who distinguish
themselves best in their studies and
diligence in keeping the yeshiva’s
official study schedule receive a
respectable monthly stipend. 

“This kollel we’re now
establishing is an idea I’ve long been
considering,” says R. D’niel, “and this
year I finally decided to take up the
challenge.” 

The kollel is intended primarily
for students who yearn to find a
place of serious rabbinic studies at a
high standard, where they will hear
shiurim from expert rabbanim. Later
they will take the difficult tests of the
Israeli Chief Rabbinate, granting
them a superior level of smicha. The
outstanding material conditions will
enable them to devote themselves
entirely to their studies, to ascend to
ever greater heights of Torah
knowledge and expertise in their
chosen fields. 

When we enquire about the
various dayanus programs available

to Chabad students, we discover to
our surprise that hardly any suitable
programs exist, and it is very difficult
to get accepted there, especially as
the number of students is limited. 

But surely, we ask, there are many
kollelim  outside of Chabad for
dayanus ?

“True,” replies R. D’niel.
“Nevertheless, our new kollel is
distinguished in four ways. First, it is
sponsored by Beis Moshiach 770,
and it will be conducted in that
spirit. Second, as mentioned, it will
include courses for certifying
educators at yeshivos g’dolos and
yeshivos k’tanos. Third, activities for
strengthening and spreading
Yiddishkait will be coordinated with
the official study program. Fourth,
the superior material conditions we
are offering for outstanding students
will undoubtedly provide them with
the calm they need to study Torah on
a higher level.” 

Who will head the new kollel?
“We are presently considering several
outstanding candidates,” replies R.
D’niel, “to decide who will best befit
this key position, setting the tone for

the high level of scholarship and
diligence.” 

At first R. D’niel planned to open
the kollel in Ellul, the usual start of
the school year. But when he wrote
to the Rebbe shlita about his plan to
establish the kollel, he was privileged
to receive an amazing reply (Igros
Kodesh, vol. 13, p.108-109),  based
on which respected rabbanim agreed
it should be established as soon as
possible, which is why it is  b’ezras
Hashem opening in Sivan.

The process of establishing and
consolidating the kollel has been in
constant consultation with Rabbi
Shneur Zalman Gafni, Rosh Yeshiva
of Ohr HaT’mimim, Kfar Chabad,
and with Rabbi Shaul Rosenblatt,
Rabbi of the Chassidic Library Shul,
Beitar Illit. “Our intention,”
concludes R. D’niel, “is to create a
solid, high-quality group of scholars
who will be privileged to enjoy
excellent material conditions that are
unparalleled elsewhere, enabling
them to rise to the greatest heights of
Torah scholarship!” 

How do you register (to be placed
on the waiting list) for this unique
program?

Please e-mail to
BMoshiach770@gmail.com or fax to
[011] 972-2-580-81-28 your resume,
which should include the following:

a) Your full name and contact
info (home phone, mobile phone,
address, e-mail address).

b) Your age.

c) Yeshivos and kollelim where
you have studied since yeshiva
ketana until now, and which years
you studied at each institution. 

d) A letter of recommendation
from your place of study during the
past two years.

e) Any languages you speak well.

f) List any talents or experience
you have that may contribute to
outreach, etc.
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Evening view from the kollel




