












the Chabad house by putting on t’fillin. 
A while ago, one of the owners of a business in the

industrial area passed away. When he visited the
mourners, R’ Reinitz heard from the man’s children that

recently, since R’ Reinitz began
putting t’fillin on with him, he
changed his way of life. He began
keeping Shabbos and he davened,
and now they believed that he had
returned to Hashem as a baal
t’shuva, thanks to putting on t’fillin.

NONSTOP MIVTZA
T’FILLIN

Rabbi Yehoshua Bar Mocha, a
Lubavitcher from Tzfas, was a
military chaplain for over thirty
years. He filled dozens, even
hundreds of different roles,
including staff and command
positions in every area of military
service.

I met him many times when he
was a platoon leader. We worked
together on mivtzaim, both in “our”
military sector on the border with
Jordan and during the time I spent
in the army in the Reserves,
kashering kitchens for Pesach and
other military jobs, including my
“Moshiach broadcast,” mentioned in
an earlier article. I found Rav Bar
Mocha to be a devoted military

A THANKSGIVING FARBRENGEN
Rabbi Benny Karniel, shliach in Gadera, relates:
At our Chabad house in Gadera, we have a

farbrengen nearly every Shabbos. It could be a
Shabbos Mevarchim, a birthday of one of the
people, a Chassidishe date in the calendar that falls
out that week, or a farbrengen to celebrate a miracle
experienced by one of the people.

One Friday, I was thinking that the next day,
Shabbos, there would be no reason to farbreng.

Then I got a phone call from the gabbai, who told me about a
farbrengen. In honor of what, I asked, and he told me that S.A. had
called him and told him he wanted to contribute refreshments for a
farbrengen since that week he had had the privilege to save a Jew from
the category of “karkafta d’lo monach t’fillin” (someone who never put
on t’fillin in his life).

S.A., who davens at the Chabad house, wears a knitted yarmulke
and is a lieutenant colonel by profession. He children still attend a
secular high school, and that week, a friend of his son visited them at
their home. They began to talk and he found out that the friend had
never put on t’fillin, so they immediately put t’fillin on with him.
Thrilled over this opportunity, S.A. decided that it was reason to
celebrate, which is why he donated towards the farbrengen.

It teaches you about the atmosphere of shlichus and the manner of
talking at the Chabad house in Gadera, where every mekurav and
beginner Chassid makes a thanksgiving seuda because of the great joy
of doing a mitzva.

Rabbi Shmuel Reinitz Putting t’fillin on with soldiers during the recent war in Lebanon



chaplain with a fiery Chabad spirit. 
More than anything else, I

enjoyed seeing Rav Bar Mocha’s
enthusiasm for any opportunity for
Mivtza T’fillin. It was a daily, an
hourly sight, to see him traveling in
a military jeep and suddenly yelling,
“Stop!” to the driver. The driver
had no idea what was going on as
the rav jumped out of the jeep. 

What had happened was that
Rav Bar Mocha saw a soldier at a
post or waiting to hitch a ride, and
he went over to him to put on t’fillin
with him. Of course nobody refused
someone of his rank, and thus, with
our combined efforts, every day,
dozens of soldiers performed this
mitzva, about which it says, “And all
the nations of the earth will see that
the name of G-d is called upon you”
– these are the t’fillin of the head –
“and they will fear you.”

MIVTZA T’FILLIN FOR
THE MILITARY JUDGE
Rav Bar Mocha maintained that

there was no situation in the world
that wasn’t a potential opportunity
for Mivtza T’fillin. He recalled a
particular incident when he served
in the army as a judge in military
tribunals at Central Command.
There was the professional judge,
who was the chief judge, and two
officers who joined him to make up
the quorum. The professional judge
wasn’t religious, and that’s an
understatement, but the moment
Rav Bar Mocha felt that there was a
good feeling established between
them, he didn’t wait, but asked him
to put on t’fillin. The senior judge
was so surprised that he didn’t even
refuse.

When he was finished, the judge
said he was stunned. He himself did
not understand why he had agreed
to put on t’fillin, “but I felt that you
were so interested in my doing so,
that I could not refuse.”

Rav Bar Mocha recalls two other
incidents that happened at that time,

when he served in a Chabad tank
and traveled the country with Rabbi
Dovid Nachshon’s Mobile Mitzva
Tanks:

One day, said Rav Bar Mocha, I
drove up in the mitzva tank to the
junction at the entrance to the Ein
Charod kibbutz in the Beit Shaan
valley. I had lived at this kibbutz a
few years before, and even went to
the high school there. I looked out
the window of the tank and saw
someone who had been my teacher

fifteen years earlier. 
I stopped near him and offered

him a ride in the direction of the
kibbutz. He got in and, taken aback
by the tank, he asked many
questions about it. I called him by
his name and he couldn’t
understand who this bearded
Chassid was that knew him by
name!

I told him who I was and then I
said that I wanted to make him an
offer he could not refuse… He

THE POWER OF A RESOLUTION MADE
AT A FARBRENGEN

Rabbi Benny Karniel, shliach in Gadera, relates:
At our Chabad house, the custom is that on Simchas Torah, at the

Kiddush before hakafos, each person takes a turn and tells us of the
good resolution he is committing to, and all say l’chaim.

About two years ago, when it came time for Ben, a 17-year-old, a
new mekurav to say his hachlata, he said he had decided to set up a
t’fillin stand every Friday in the market of Gadera. I figured this was a
commitment that would not pan out. Ben, who attends a secular high
school, had just begun putting on t’fillin himself. Would he be able to
man a t’fillin stand? I politely said l’chaim and wished him success.

When it was the turn of Shachar, a friend and classmate of Ben, he
announced that he was joining Ben at the t’fillin stand. Once again I
thought that this was a doomed resolution, but I said l’chaim and
wished him well.

The Friday after Simchas Torah, Erev Shabbos B’Reishis, I passed
near the market on my way to the mikva and what did I see? A t’fillin
stand with Ben and Shachar on one side, Ben in jeans and a T-shirt,
and Shachar in shorts and a matching shirt, and on the other side
stood Jews in t’fillin reciting Shma from a siddur!

I couldn’t hold back the tears of emotion and joy. I saw the power
of a hachlata made at a farbrengen when I saw the unbelievable, two
boys, on their way to t’shuva themselves, already working and enabling
others to do mitzvos.

A few weeks later, Shachar went off to a Chabad yeshiva. This
created a bit of a problem, for who would man the t’fillin stand?
Shachar said to his younger brother Ayal, “Although you aren’t
religious, and you are only 15, you have to help Ben at the t’fillin stand
on Friday.”

Ayal agreed. He doesn’t put on t’fillin all week, but Friday is another
story. Ayal put on t’fillin on Fridays and only then went to the market
and together with Ben he helped others put on t’fillin.

Ayal ended up going to a Chabad yeshiva too, so Ben (who also
learned for a time in a yeshiva) asked my son who recently turned 12 to
join him. Together they man the t’fillin stand.

The power of a hachlata at a Chassidishe farbrengen.



agreed. It was a very moving hanachas t’fillin, with the
student putting t’fillin on his teacher from the
HaShomer HaTzair kibbutz.

Another incident from that time (5741) was when I
took the mitzva tank into kibbutz Manara near Kiryat
Shmoneh. At a certain point, I had to make a turn. I
entered the parking lot of a factory and one of my old
friends from the kibbutz came over to the tank. He was
surprised by the big and peculiar-looking vehicle I was
driving, with all the pictures and p’sukim. 

I invited him in for a tour of the tank, a tour that
generated questions and other surprises. It ended – you
must have guessed – with his putting on t’fillin and with
lots of tears, of a Jew who had suddenly found himself,
in the heart of the kibbutz, wearing t’fillin and reciting
the Shma.

When I was rav of the Golani Brigade there were
soldiers who put on t’fillin in the middle of alleyways in
Gaza when I visited them during security rounds, and
were unfazed by the danger or the exhaustion and the
multitude of tasks they had to do. It goes to show,
concluded Rav Bar Mocha, at any time and any place,
there is an opportunity for Mivtza T’fillin.
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The world of Lubavitch was
saddened to hear of the passing of
the shliach in S. Monica,
California, Rabbi Avrohom
(Avremel) Levitansky, at the age
of 63, following a serious illness. 

R’ Avrohom was born in
Chicago and he attended Yeshivas
Tomchei T’mimim on Bedford and
Dean in Brooklyn, then in
Newark, and finally, in 770. He
was outstanding in his abilities,
his avoda, and his middos, and
was an example to his peers, who
admired him.

Two weeks after he married
Devorah Hendel, daughter of
Rabbi Yitzchok Hendel a”h, rav of
Montreal on 15 Elul 5727/1967,
the couple went on shlichus to
California, where they worked
together with Rabbi Shlomo
Cunin. Together, they founded
Shelah, a release-time program
enabling children in public
schools to receive a Jewish
education.

In Tishrei 5730/1970, the first
Chabad house in the world was
opened in the Westwood
neighborhood of Los Angeles. As
opposed to other Chabad centers
that had already opened around
the world, this was the first
Chabad center that was
designated “a home for every
Jew,” for eating, sleeping, etc.

Mr. Marvin Goldschmidt,
representing the Chabad house,
brought the key to the Chabad
house to the Rebbe. The following
dialogue ensued:

Rebbe: What’s this?
Goldschmidt: The key to the

Chabad house in Westwood.
Rebbe: For which door?

Goldschmidt: The front door
Rebbe: And the key is mine?
Goldschmidt: Yes!
Rebbe: That means I’m the

balabus?
Goldschmidt: Yes!
Rebbe: If so, I say that the

door has to be open 24-hours-a-
day to men, women, and children,
and this should burst forth to the
north, south, east, and west!

On 11 Nissan 5732/1972 the

Rebbe announced the campaign to
open 71 mosdos as a birthday gift
for his 71st birthday. By Yud
Shvat 5733, Rabbi Cunin had
founded five Chabad houses, with
the fifth one opening in S. Diego
that Yud Shvat. The opening
ceremony was scheduled for Yud
Shvat and there was a live
broadcast of the farbrengen in
770. The Chabad house did not
have a telephone yet, and the

broadcast was heard via a public
phone.

During the farbrengen, the
shluchim heard the Rebbe say that
since that year was a leap year,
there was an extra month to finish
creating 71 mosdos. Then and
there, the decision was made to
double the number of mosdos in
California, and by 11 Nissan
another five Chabad houses had
opened! 

One of these Chabad houses
was located in S. Monica, which
Rabbi Levitansky transformed into
“Simcha Monica.” It opened two
weeks after that farbrengen. In
addition to directing Chabad of S.
Monica, Rabbi Levitansky was
instrumental in opening Chabad’s
first Gan Israel Day Camp. Rabbi
Levitansky also helped launch
Chabad’s Talmud Torah and
educational institutions in
California, and was active in
opening Chabad in Long Beach.

“He was a cherished friend
and partner who worked tirelessly
for the community and was
greatly loved in return,” said
Rabbi Cunin. “Rabbi Levitansky
was a man who, along with his
beloved Rebbetzin, dedicated his
entire life to the mission of the
Rebbe. His contributions were
beyond measure, and his legacy
will endure.” 

Rabbi Levitansky also served
as a posek to his fellow shluchim,
who asked him questions in
halacha and for his advice.

Rabbi Levitansky is survived by
his wife and children who serve as
shluchim around the world.

RABBI AVROHOM LEVITANSKY A”H




