























agreed. It was a very moving hanachas t'fillin, with the
student putting t’fillin on his teacher from the
HaShomer HaTzair kibbutz.

Another incident from that time (5741) was when |
took the mitzva tank into kibbutz Manara near Kiryat
Shmoneh. At a certain point, I had to make a turn. I
entered the parking lot of a factory and one of my old
friends from the kibbutz came over to the tank. He was
surprised by the big and peculiar-looking vehicle I was
driving, with all the pictures and p’sukim.

I invited him in for a tour of the tank, a tour that
generated questions and other surprises. It ended — you
must have guessed — with his putting on t’fillin and with
lots of tears, of a Jew who had suddenly found himself,
in the heart of the kibbutz, wearing t’fillin and reciting
the Shma.

When | was rav of the Golani Brigade there were
soldiers who put on t’fillin in the middle of alleyways in
Gaza when | visited them during security rounds, and
were unfazed by the danger or the exhaustion and the
multitude of tasks they had to do. It goes to show,
concluded Rav Bar Mocha, at any time and any place,
there is an opportunity for Mivtza T fillin.
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RABBI AVROHOM LEVITANSKY A”’H

The world of Lubavitch was
saddened to hear of the passing of
the shliach in S. Monica,
California, Rabbi Avrohom
(Avremel) Levitansky, at the age
of 63, following a serious illness.

R’ Avrohom was born in
Chicago and he attended Yeshivas
Tomchei T’mimim on Bedford and
Dean in Brooklyn, then in
Newark, and finally, in 770. He
was outstanding in his abilities,
his avoda, and his middos, and
was an example to his peers, who
admired him.

Two weeks after he married
Devorah Hendel, daughter of
Rabbi Yitzchok Hendel a”h, rav of
Montreal on 15 Elul 5727/1967,
the couple went on shlichus to
California, where they worked
together with Rabbi Shlomo
Cunin. Together, they founded
Shelah, a release-time program
enabling children in public
schools to receive a Jewish
education.

In Tishrei 5730/1970, the first
Chabad house in the world was
opened in the Westwood
neighborhood of Los Angeles. As
opposed to other Chabad centers
that had already opened around
the world, this was the first
Chabad center that was
designated “a home for every
Jew,” for eating, sleeping, etc.

Mr. Marvin Goldschmidt,
representing the Chabad house,
brought the key to the Chabad
house to the Rebbe. The following
dialogue ensued:

Rebbe: What’s this?

Goldschmidt: The key to the
Chabad house in Westwood.

Rebbe: For which door?

Goldschmidt: The front door
Rebbe: And the key is mine?
Goldschmidt: Yes!

Rebbe: That means I'm the
balabus?

Goldschmidt: Yes!

Rebbe: If so, I say that the
door has to be open 24-hours-a-
day to men, women, and children,
and this should burst forth to the
north, south, east, and west!

On 11 Nissan 5732/1972 the

Rebbe announced the campaign to
open 71 mosdos as a birthday gift
for his 71st birthday. By Yud
Shvat 5733, Rabbi Cunin had
founded five Chabad houses, with
the fifth one opening in S. Diego
that Yud Shvat. The opening
ceremony was scheduled for Yud
Shvat and there was a live
broadcast of the farbrengen in
770. The Chabad house did not
have a telephone yet, and the

broadcast was heard via a public
phone.

During the farbrengen, the
shluchim heard the Rebbe say that
since that year was a leap year,
there was an extra month to finish
creating 71 mosdos. Then and
there, the decision was made to
double the number of mosdos in
California, and by 11 Nissan
another five Chabad houses had
opened!

One of these Chabad houses
was located in S. Monica, which
Rabbi Levitansky transformed into
“Simcha Monica.” It opened two
weeks after that farbrengen. In
addition to directing Chabad of S.
Monica, Rabbi Levitansky was
instrumental in opening Chabad’s
first Gan Israel Day Camp. Rabbi
Levitansky also helped launch
Chabad’s Talmud Torah and
educational institutions in
California, and was active in
opening Chabad in Long Beach.

“He was a cherished friend
and partner who worked tirelessly
for the community and was
greatly loved in return,” said
Rabbi Cunin. “Rabbi Levitansky
was a man who, along with his
beloved Rebbetzin, dedicated his
entire life to the mission of the
Rebbe. His contributions were
beyond measure, and his legacy
will endure.”

Rabbi Levitansky also served
as a posek to his fellow shluchim,
who asked him questions in
halacha and for his advice.

Rabbi Levitansky is survived by
his wife and children who serve as
shluchim around the world.
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