





Teaching a class for children in the early days

husband together with another two
people davened all the prayers in
our house. It was a bizarre,
shocking and painful sight,” she
recalls without any nostalgia.

Only after a number of years
did they finally manage to hold
their own minyan for the High
Holidays, which took place in their
home with the participation of a
number of locals.

One year after they arrived, it
seemed that the community finally
“accepted” the fact of their
presence, and they celebrated the
Purim festivities in the community
school building. However, it turned
out to be only a brief respite, as the
hostilities commenced shortly after.

A JEWISH REVOLUTION

In 1987, after more than four
years of official disconnect between
the community and the shluchim,
the rabbi of the community realized
that the shluchim were making real
and important contributions and
the separation wasn’t serving any
purpose. So, he turned to them and
invited them to rejoin the official
Jewish community of Curitiba.

The couple asked the Rebbe,
and the answer was that being
present in the community shul
would lead to a more serious

connection with the members of
the community. Armed with this
response, they told the rabbi of the
shul that they would agree to
return on the condition that there
be a kosher mechitza and that any
events held in the shul must only
serve kosher food prepared by the
Ki Tov takeout service of the
Chabad House.

The conditions were agreed
upon, and the Chabad House
became once again affiliated with
the Chevra Kadisha shul and the
official Jewish community.

The shluchim, who had already
begun slowly working their way
into the hearts of the local Jews,
planned and held an array of events
to awaken the Jews of Curitiba to
Yiddishkait. These unique events
can stand up to anything being
done today by any other
organization, in terms of the
original ideas and gimmicks that
made them highly successful.

In 1989, the Chabad House
held its first “p’gisha.” Close to
300 young Jewish men and women
from all over Brazil came for a
weekend to one of the hotels in
Curitiba. There, they heard from
top speakers and received a proper
perspective on what it means to be
a Jew, plus they went away with a

lot of Jewish material. The theme
of the event was the war against
assimilation. After that initial
success, they held three more
p’gishos that attracted hundreds of
young people helping them take
their first steps in Jewish life.

Another project was a series of
seminars on Judaism and medicine
held by the Chabad House in its
early years. Orthodox Jewish
doctors from around the world,
along with rabbis and lay activists,
addressed medical issues and
Judaism. These events were a huge
success and garnered a lot of
positive response from the
participants.

Yet another event that was
warmly received was a “Week of
the Jewish Woman.” Throughout
the week, there were lectures,
symposia, mikva tours and other
experiential activities for the ladies
to get a feel of the world of the
Jewish woman. On one of the days,
Mrs. Safra arrived on her private
jet and spoke to the ladies about
her children that were born with
the Rebbe’s blessing that he made
contingent on observing the laws of
family purity.

One year, the Chabad House
held an event for war survivors.
Over 300 elderly Jews who came to
this special event, received a medal
produced especially for the event.
The main speaker was a woman
who had survived the medical
experiments of Dr. Mengele and
shared her story and what she
witnessed. This unique event also
generated warm responses
throughout the city.

Along with these special events,
the shluchim held Shabbatons for
the local Jews, day camps that were
a success from the get-go, a
Sunday morning minyan, Bar and
Bas-Mitzva clubs and all the other
year round activities of any Chabad
shliach.

[To be continued be”H]
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gimmel tammuz

GIMMEL
TAMMUZ IN
THE REBBE’S
TEACHINGS

By Rabbi Sholom Yaakov Chazan
Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry

To find the answer to the question “What is
Gimmel Tammuz?” we should look in the
teachings of the Rebbe MH”M, which provide a

clear answer to all questions.

When the day of Gimmel
Tammuz arrives, and we struggle
over how to relate to this day and
what its meaning is, first and
foremost, “look within the Torah,”
we must look and delve within the
teachings of the Rebbe MH”M and
learn how the Rebbe relates to this
day.

On Gimmel Tammuz 5710, the
Rebbe wrote two letters on “What is
a Rebbe?” explaining that above all
other qualities (a man of self-
sacrifice, a Torah giant, a person of
tremendous character, a righteous
man imbued with the spirit of G-d,
etc.), the main thing is that “he is a
leader and a head, through whom all
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physical and spiritual influences
derive, and through the connection
to him, we are connected and
unified to the source, and the source
of the source, reaching the highest
level, etc.”

It is interesting to note that in
these letters, the Rebbe does not
relate this day directly to the
redemption of the Rebbe Rayatz on
Gimmel Tammuz, yet he specifically
chose this day in the first year of
his leadership to define what a
Rebbe and a Nasi is.

In the following year, 5711, on
Motzaei Shabbos, Gimmel
Tammuz, the Rebbe wrote a general
letter, establishing the redemption of

Yud-Beis Tammuz as a concept of
redemption pertaining to all types of
Jews, including even those who are
simply Jews by name alone, and
explaining that the redemption
“returns and reawakens every year at
this time.” There is still no explicit
reference here to the beginning of
the redemption being on Gimmel
Tammuz, yet we see here that the
appropriate reference to the
redemption of Yud-Beis Tammuz is
given on Gimmel Tammuz.

At a farbrengen on Shabbos
Parshas Korach, Gimmel Tammuz
5718 (Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 4, p.
1314), the Rebbe, for the first time,
mentions the redemption of Gimmel
Tammuz, explaining why the Rebbe
Rayatz did not establish Gimmel
Tammuz as a holiday. Yet, the Rebbe
also establishes that “the connection
of chassidim to the Rebbe, the Nasi,
must be in everything...and
therefore, chassidim should also
celebrate the day of Gimmel
Tammuz.”

(In this sicha, the Rebbe also
explains the relationship of the
redemption of Gimmel Tammuz
with the first event that occurred on
Gimmel Tammuz, when Yehoshua
made the sun stand still at Givon.)

Throughout the years since then,
the Rebbe explained the essential
quality of the redemption on
Gimmel Tammuz. Namely, that
despite the fact the people still didn’t
know in 5687 that the Rebbe’s
release from prison marked the start
of the redemption — as he was then
forced to go into exile —
nevertheless, G-d soon revealed that
the release from prison was indeed
the beginning of the redemption.
Therefore, after the matter became
clear, it was not just from that
moment on — i.e., after the
establishment of the Holiday of
Redemption on Yud-Beis Tammuz of
the following year — that Gimmel
Tammuz was deemed to be the start
of the redemption; rather, this had
relevance retroactively, even back to



5687.

Thus, the avoda of Gimmel
Tammuz each year must be in a
manner befitting is’chalta d’geula
(the beginning of the redemption of
the Rebbe Rayatz). Furthermore, we
must increase in all these matters
with greater strength and greater
fortitude, for one should “ascend in
[matters of] holiness.”

All this was despite the fact that
in that first year, it was still not
clear, even to the baal ha’geula
himself, that this was a matter of
is’chalta d’geula. However, after it
became clear that Gimmel Tammuz
did mark the start of the
redemption, it had a retroactive
effect in relation to Gimmel Tammuz
5687!

(It should be noted that in 5734,

the Rebbe even established that the
15th of Sivan, the day the Rebbe
Rayatz was sent to prison, should be
a day of farbrengen, celebrating the
transformation of darkness to light
and bitterness to sweetness. At the
farbrengen of the 15th of Sivan
5749, the Rebbe said, “Even though
the original 15th of Sivan transpired
in an undesirable manner, in the
years that followed (after the
redemption of Yud-Beis Tammuz
actually revealed that the whole
purpose of the imprisonment was for
the redemption), even the 15th of
Sivan was viewed as a matter of
redemption!”)

Thus, the question is posed: How
do we relate to Gimmel Tammuz

57547
The answer to this is simple: Is it

possible that the events of Gimmel
Tammuz 5754 will nullify everything
that the Rebbe himself established
over a period of decades as a day
of redemption?

In general, we must understand
why now, decades after the
redemption, does the Rebbe engage
in scholarly discussions about
Gimmel Tammuz and how we have
to relate to this day. It would seem
that this whole debate would have
been more appropriate for the days
between Gimmel Tammuz and Yud-
Beis Tammuz 5687, when the Rebbe
Rayatz was still exiled in Kostrama
and no one knew how things would
develop. However, after Yud-Beis
Tammuz 5687, when everyone saw
how this day is in fact the start of
the redemption, what exactly is the
argument over whether chassidim
should celebrate Gimmel Tammuz?
It is perfectly obvious that chassidim
should celebrate, despite the fact
that the Rebbe Rayatz did not
establish it as a day of redemption,
according to the reasons the Rebbe
explains in his sichos.

It can be said, however, that the
Rebbe’s discussions over the years
regarding the essential quality of
Gimmel Tammuz resemble a
preparation and a cure for the events
of Gimmel Tammuz 5754, how
despite the hiding and concealment
of this day, it is essentially a day of
redemption. Moreover, despite the
fact that it appears as a concealment,
the Rebbe teaches us to learn from
Gimmel Tammuz 5687 that even
though it appeared the first time to
be like an exile, it turned out to be
the beginning of the redemption.

By the same token, this is how
we must relate to Gimmel Tammuz
5754, as the Rebbe explains at
length (Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 18,
from p. 308) regarding the opposing
concepts of the month of Tammuz.
Throughout the generations,
Tammuz was considered to be a
month of destruction, the Three
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Weeks, etc., yet it also contains the
redemption of Yud-Beis Tammuz!
The Rebbe explains that on the heels
of Moshiach, as a glimmer of the
Future Redemption, the inner nature
of this month — redemption — was
revealed through the events of Yud-
Beis Tammuz.

Gimmel Tammuz thus
represented the first stage of the
redemption, a day of rescue and
salvation, and to a certain extent, it
is even more significant than the
redemption of Yud-Beis Tammuz,
since it was the beginning of the
redemption!

In this sicha, the Rebbe notes the
comparison to the first day of
Pesach, the beginning of the
redemption from Egypt, which
always falls out on the same day of
the week as Tisha B’Av, as the
concept of Pesach is to transform
the concept of Tisha B’Av in a
manner of “the healing before the
blow.” Similarly, we find in
connection with Gimmel Tammuz,
which always falls out on the same
day of the week as the first day of
Pesach and the 17th of Tammuz,
suggesting that Gimmel Tammuz
reveals the inner meaning of the fast
of the 17th of Tammuz as a concept
of redemption!

Furthermore, on the weight of
the Rebbe’s words in his discourse
“V’Ata Tetzaveh” — the last maamer
the Rebbe personally handed out to
everyone, and there can be no
disputing its unique relevance to our
times — in relation to the Rebbe
Rayatz, who “issued judgment upon
himself,” and in accordance with the
Rebbe’s sichos on Gimmel Tammuz,
it is clear that since the Rebbe
himself established the day as a
holiday of redemption. Thus,
Gimmel Tammuz is established as a
day of redemption forevermore!

To a certain extent, the
celebration of Gimmel Tammuz after
5754 must be clearer than the
celebrations of Gimmel Tammuz
after 5687. On Gimmel Tammuz
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5687, when the Rebbe Rayatz was
sent into exile, even the Rebbe
Rayatz wasn’t certain if this marked
the beginning of redemption or the
beginning of exile. The Rebbe
elaborates upon this point at length
in a sicha from Shabbos Parshas
Korach, Gimmel Tammuz 5745, as
derived from what the Rebbe Rayatz
said at the train station: “We offer
prayer to G-d Alm-ghty, Hashem
our G-d will be with us, etc.,” for
this prayer and request indicates
how the situation was far more
serious than it was before:

“In other words, not only is there
no tone of joy and victory in the
Rebbe Rayatz’s words, but to the
contrary, the emphasis is on the
undesirable aspect to the journey, to

This is especially true in our
generation, when the Rebbe said that
the ninth generation (since the Baal
Shem Tov) will reach eternal life,
and he promised and prophesized
the announcement of the
Redemption, publicizing and
instructing others to publicize the
announcement of the Redemption
and the identity of the Redeemer.
The Rebbe thereby brought the cure
before the episode itself, clearly
instructing us how to relate to the
day of Gimmel Tammuz 5754,
celebrating it as a day of is’chalta
and a stage in the process of
Redemption, and “it is understood
that when a leader in Israel gives
something a certain name, it is
with the utmost precision,

The Rebbe’s discussions over the years regarding

the essential quality

of Gimmel Tammuz

resemble a preparation and a cure for the events
of Gimmel Tammugz 5754, how despite the hiding
and concealment of this day, it is essentially a day

of redemption.

the point that it is called exile, ‘We
were not exiled willingly...only our
bodies were placed in exile and the
subjugation of the nations.” Thus, it
is understood that when a leader of
the Jewish people gives something a
certain name, it is with the utmost
precision, particularly when he
proclaims it publicly!”

In other words, despite the fact
that there was no clear promise from
the Rebbe Rayatz in connection with
Gimmel Tammuz 5687,
nevertheless, after it became clear
that Gimmel Tammuz marked the
start of the redemption, the matter
also has an effect retroactively, and
chassidim must celebrate Gimmel
Tammuz each year with an increase
in greater strength and fortitude.

particularly when he proclaims it
publicly!”

The matter is even more clear in
light of the Rebbe’s sichos on the
difference between the era of the
Rebbe Rayatz’s imprisonment in
5687 and the situation in our
generation.

The Rebbe explains at length
(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 28, from p.
149) that in the maamer “Hashem is
with me among my helpers; I will
see [the fall] of my enemies”
(T’hillim 118:7), which the Rebbe
Rayatz said upon receiving word of
his release, he wanted to clarify a
few things in connection with his
imprisonment and redemption. In
the second part of the pasuk, the
Rebbe Rayatz wanted to make clear



that despite the suffering he endured
from his enemies who imprisoned
him, this did not give him a feeling
of vengeance towards them, rather
he requested, “May sins cease, and
not sinners” — they should do
t’shuva! In other words, while we’re
talking about contending with
opposition, the Rebbe Rayatz still
prays for them to repent.

In our generation, however, the
seventh generation, the Rebbe
establishes clearly in a sicha from
Shabbos Parshas VaYechi 5747
(Hisvaaduyos 5747, from p. 255),
as a continuation to the “Didan
Natzach” in the court case over the
s’farim, that since we are in the final
days of exile, after everything has
been completed, we must say that
when a Jew encounters something
that brings delays and obstacles in
matters of Yiddishkait, this is merely
a trial. A trial comes through
something that has no existence
whatsoever, and its whole purpose
is merely to bring about a raising of
the banner by showing that it has no
effect upon him at all, and then it’s
true state of non-existence will be
revealed only in order to raise the
banner.

Furthermore, the Rebbe

continues to state that the trial, as
mentioned earlier, has no existence
whatsoever, and since speaking
about it is regarding something
without substance, and therefore
has no benefit, on the contrary — by
talking about it and considering it a
reality, he confuses himself and his
yetzer ha’ra.

On the other hand, the true
reality is the concept of raising the
banner, the ultimate purpose of the
trial, as mentioned earlier, resulting
in a greater increase in the spreading
of Torah, Yiddishkait, and the
wellsprings of chassidus outward.

Accordingly, we find in relation
to our discussion:

All the events that have occurred
in recent years, especially the event
of Gimmel Tammuz 5754, represent
a trial without substance (and in a
sense, if we bestow some degree of
“reality” to the concealment of
Gimmel Tammuz, this gives room to
the suggestion that all the avoda and
self-sacrifice of our Rebbeim,
especially the avoda of the Rebbe
MH”M in preparing the world to
greet Moshiach, has undergone
some cessation and change, and
thus everything was for naught, G-d
forbid!).

The Rebbe teaches us that unlike
the redemption of Yud-Beis
Tammuz, when there was an
opposing reality, in our generation,
there is neither a reality nor room
for such opposition, rather, a trial
without substance. Furthermore,
when the day of Gimmel Tammuz
arrives, its primary concept, as
explained in the Rebbe’s letters from
Gimmel Tammuz 5710, is
contemplation leading to practical
action in the strengthening of the
connection to the head and leader of
the generation, “through whom
come all physical and spiritual
influences, and through the
connection to him, we are connected
and unified to the source, and the
source of the source, reaching the
highest level, etc.,” strengthening
our faith in the words of the Moshe
Rabbeinu of our generation, and
increasing with greater fortitude in
the spreading of wellsprings
outward, the spreading of the
announcement of the Redemption,
and preparing the whole world to
greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu.
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shleimus ha’aretz

KNOW WHAT
TO ANSWER
A RELIGIOUS
ZIONIST

By Aliza Karp

G-d gave Eretz Yisroel to the Jews. When the
Romans conquered it, it was still Eretz Yisroel.
When the Turks were there it was still Eretz
Yisroel. Even during the British Mandate, the
status of Eretz Yisroel — Eretz HaKodesh did not
change. The status of Eretz Yisroel — Eretz
HaKodesh does not depend on an army or an
elected government or an assembly of nations.

In Beis Moshiach, Issue 602, the
article by Rabbi Yaakov Halevi
Horowitz entitled “Our Rebbeim on
Zionism and the Medina” discussed
the need to teach the Rebbe’s
wisdom concerning Eretz Yisroel.
The article mentions that commonly
people come into a discussion about
this emotionally charged topic to
prove their own point, and by giving

counter arguments you will just
make them delve deeper into their
own commitment to justify it.

And yet, as emotional as the
topic is, the proper understanding of
the situation in Eretz Yisroel is a
serious matter. The article gives
references to document the Rebbe’s
concern about the concept of
Is’chalta D’Geula (the state being

deemed a holy entity that is ushering
in the Geula, with an absence of
Moshiach). The article states, “This
leads to leniencies in the fulfillment
of Torah and Mitzvos, delays the
True Redemption, causes bloodshed
and loss of life among the Jewish
people...”

The article concludes,
“Nevertheless, when the issue does
come up...we must state it in the
clearest possible manner, without
compromise.”

I read this article while I was
involved in an extensive email debate
with a religious Zionist who holds a
respectable position in the media. |
put a lot of thought and effort into
each email I sent. I tried to stay as
close as possible to the Rebbe’s
teachings. I avoided emotional
statements. And I tried to gauge how
much I could say with each email
without alienating my
correspondent.

I realize that others could benefit
from my efforts, so I am writing
now to share what I have learned
teaching the Rebbe’s wisdom to a
religious Zionist.

Before I begin I would like to put
in my own emotional comment. As |
read each email from the person I
was debating, as I learned what his
rabbis told him, I became emotional.
My love and appreciation to Hashem
for giving us the Rebbe surged each
time | was privileged to convey the
Rebbe’s holy teachings, where so
many others have erred. Ashreinu
ma tov chelkeinu!

For this article I have extracted
two points written by my
correspondent questioning the
Rebbe’s views on the purpose and
sanctity of the state:

“Your characterization of the
Rebbe’s views of Shleimut HaAretz
lead to the conclusion that the
sovereign control of Jews over the
land of Israel is merely a functional
thing to save Jewish lives. That is
EXACTLY secular Zionism of the
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most extreme form. That is why if
Jews could have established a state in
Uganda and in that state they could
have protected themselves and
provided safety for learning Torah —
that is equally OK, according to a
strictly functional view of Israeli
statehood. Thus the Rebbe was able
to say that if giving away land would
lead to peace, then, logically, there is
no difference between giving away
Samaria and giving away
Jerusalem!”

“I recently saw a video of the
Rebbe vociferously rejecting giving up
land in Israel with these words: ‘No
one is the baal habayit to give up a
foot, nor half-a-foot of Eretz
Yisrael!’... YET, if Jews relinquish
control over Eretz Yisrael — according
to the Rebbe’s above statement — that
is a matter of principle, of who is the
“baal habayit,” not “just” pikuach
nefesh! That indicates to me that the
Rebbe did, in fact, see something
spiritual or halachic or both in
Jewish sovereignty over the Land of
Israel.”

Below is my answer to these
misunderstandings.

From what you write |
understand that secular Zionism
acknowledges the sanctity of life,
and rejects the sanctity of the state.
Chabad is similar and different. We
focus on sanctity of life, but we also
are very committed to sanctity of the
land.

First, I would like to clarify the
strong difference between how
secular Zionism views sanctity of life
— i.e., saving lives — and how the
seemingly same goal is approached
by Chabad. The Chabad framework
for saving lives is based in Halacha.
The secular mind uses its own
reasoning and can come up with
ideas like giving away land to save
Jewish lives, whereas, by following
Halacha, Chabad avoids such
pitfalls, and of course, we are not
just looking for a good system, our
intent is to do Hashem’s will.

In his correspondence with
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former Chief Rabbi of England
Rabbi Immanuel Jakobovits the
Rebbe writes:

“I am completely and
unequivocally opposed to the
surrender of any of the liberated
areas currently under negotiation,
such as Yehudah and Shomron, the
Golan, etc., for the simple reason,
and only reason, that surrendering
any part of them would contravene
a clear ruling found in Shulchan
Aruch (Orach Chaim, Chapter
329, paragraphs 6 and 7).”

For your convenience, here is the
Halacha as translated in the book
“When Silence is a Sin,” published
by Sichos in English.

In the Laws of Shabbos, Orach
Chaim, Chapter 329, paragraph 6,
it states: “When non-Jews besiege
Jewish cities, if they come for

the [rest of the] land will be easy
for them to conquer [since it is a
city on the border.]

This Halacha is very strong. It
first clarifies that we do not
desecrate the Shabbos for money.
So we know this Halacha is not
taking Shabbos lightly. But even
when taking Shabbos seriously, it
says to make a preemptive strike —
even if the intention of the coming
of the non-Jews is not clear. If there
is any potential danger to life, we
strike first.

I hope you can understand from
this the incredible difference
between the secular Zionist
approach to saving lives and the
Halachic approach. The words may
sound the same at first, but the
actions, which are a result of the
underlying rationale of the

When the Rebbe says Jews are the Baal HaBayit,
he is basing it on the first Pasuk in the Chumash.

The connection of Am
predates everything!

money purposes, we do not
desecrate the Shabbos because of
them [by warring against them.]
But if they come [with the
intention] to take lives, or even if
they come with no announced
purpose, and there is reason to
suspect that perhaps they are
coming to take lives; then, even if
they have as yet not come, but are
making preparations to do so, we
go forth against them with
weapons and desecrate the
Shabbos because of them.

When it involves a city close to the
border, then, even if their intention
to come is only for the purpose of
[taking] straw and stubble, we
should desecrate the Shabbos
because of them; for [if we do not
prevent their invasion] they may
conquer the city, and from there,

Yisroel to Eretz Yisroel

commitment to save lives, will be
vastly different.

The Halacha stresses the role of
a border town. The obligation to
attack first is even stronger in a
border town. The Rebbe said that
the portion of Eretz Yisroel where
Jews are now living is so small that
all towns are to be considered border
towns. I would like to add, how
much more so when the town is
actually on the border, and how
much more so when it is a cluster of
22 border towns, such as Gush
Katif. My point remains that without
Halacha, the secular Zionist can
come to err and the Chabadnik will
follow the Halacha.

The next quote is very
interesting. You were under the
impression that if sanctity is not the
reason for defending the land, then



we risk giving it away. From the next
quote you will see that in reality it is
just the opposite. If the reason for
retaining the land does not have to
do with sanctity, more land will be
held, not less.

The Rebbe’s correspondent
Rabbi Jakobovits wrote:

“There are Rabbis who have
reached the same conclusion
regarding the territories precisely
because of the sanctity of Eretz
Yisroel.”

The Rebbe answers:

“I have stated repeatedly that my
unequivocal stand against returning
any part of Yehuda and Shomron,
etc., is the same as returning the
Sinai oil wells, and any part of Sinai.
Even those rabbis who reached the
same conclusion on the territories
precisely because of the sanctity of
Eretz Yisroel will admit that there is
no question of sanctity involved in
regard to Sinai and the Sinai oil, but
it is a question of Pikuach Nefesh,
plain and simple.”

In my words, the rabbis who
argue that it is for sanctity that we
hold onto Eretz Yisroel will not have
an argument concerning the oil wells
in the Sinai, or areas similar.
Therefore, in such a case we risk
actual loss of land. On the other
hand, to be worried that land will be
relinquished because the Arabs are
sincerely ready for peace, this is
simply not realistic. Even if the
Arabs did decide they would stop
fighting us, in such a case, there
would then be no reason for us to
concede land to them. This is such a
hypothetical risk that it is in fact no
risk at all. So the Rebbe’s view will
not lead to land concessions but the

Check it out!!

idea that we hold onto the land
because of its sanctity can actually
lead to loss of land.

From the same correspondence:

“I have repeatedly emphasized
that this P’sak-Din has nothing to
do with the sanctity of Eretz Yisroel,
or with the days of Moshiach, the
Geula and similar considerations,
but solely with the rule of Pikuach-
Nefesh. This is further emphasized
by the fact that the P’sak-Din has its
source in Talmud (Eruvin 45a),
where the Gemara sites as an
illustration of a ‘border-town’ under
the terms of this P’sak-Din — the
city of Neharde’a in Babylon
(present-day Iraq) — clearly not in
Eretz Yisroel. I have emphasized
time and again that it is a question
of, and should be judged purely on
the basis of, Pikuach-Nefesh, not
geography.”

Now I am ready to discuss the
Chabad commitment to the sanctity
of the land. I will quote from a letter
to then Member of the Knesset Mrs.
Geula Cohen, Sivan 1969. The
excerpt begins with the Rebbe
quoting Rashi’s commentary on the
very first Pasuk in the Chumash:

“If the nations of the world
should say to the Jews ‘You are
thieves, for you have conquered the
land of the seven nations,’ the
Children of Israel should answer
them: ‘The whole world belongs to
the Holy One; at will He gave it to
them, and at will He took it from
them and gave it to us.’

“You are most certainly aware
that many, many nations have made
this claim, even in our times. I have
not found a single answer to this
claim besides the most ancient
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traditional one found in the words
of our Sages.”

When the Rebbe says that he has
found no better answer to the
nations of the world, it is not a
small thing. Most of the nations of
the world believe in the Bible. They
do not refute this argument.

To illustrate further, I quote the
Rebbe’s letter to then President Mr.
Zalman Shazar:

“An entity which was established
in 1948 by the grace of the nations
of the world, has absolutely no
effect, and is irrelevant, in
countering the claim of the Arabs,
the Vatican, the UN, etc., or the
Canaanites (exposed or hidden)
among Jews: ‘You are thieves, for
you conquered the land, etc.”

So when the Rebbe says Jews are
the Baal HaBayit, he is basing it on
the first Pasuk in the Chumash. The
connection of Am Yisroel to Eretz
Yisroel predates everything!

G-d gave Eretz Yisroel to the
Jews. When the Romans conquered
it, it was still Eretz Yisroel. When
the Turks were there it was still
Eretz Yisroel. Even during the
British Mandate, the status of Eretz
Yisroel — Eretz HaKodesh did not
change. The status of Eretz Yisroel
— Eretz HaKodesh does not depend
on an army or an elected
government or an assembly of
nations.

The Rebbe’s attitude towards
saving lives seemed to you to be
functional, void of Torah, when in
fact it is based on Torah. The
Rebbe’s view about being the Baal
HaBayit is also based on Torah.
The very first Pasuk in the Torah.
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MONEY
MATTERS

By Rabbi Yaakov Shmuelevitz, Shliach - Beit Shaan

Dear fellow shluchim. There are brachos from the
Rebbe. There is a lot of money out there in the
world for programs. Do things on a grand scale
and the money will come.

The Rebbe Rayatz says (HaYom
Yom 7 Tishrei, quoting the Mitteler
Rebbe) that businessmen see Divine
Providence more than those who sit
and learn Torah, because
businessmen “go out into the
world.” Out in the world there are
more instances when a person needs
Hashem’s intervention and one can
thus see Divine Providence at every
step.

When on shlichus, you see this
even more. On the one hand, you
are dealing with the world — you
meet with people, run projects, and
you need money. On the other hand,
you are involved in something holy —
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spreading Torah, being mekarev
Jews. Therefore, you daven more
and rely on the one who sent you,
i.e., the Rebbe, and you see amazing
things.

MY PRAYER WAS
QUICKLY ANSWERED

A few weeks ago I was in a
situation in which I urgently needed
a few hundred shekels for the
Chabad house and I had no idea
where to obtain it. Of course, this
has happened on other occasions
too, but I’ll tell you what happened
this time.

I was in the Chabad house for
Mincha and I spoke to Hashem
directly and said, “You see my
situation. Please help me as soon as
possible because I counted on so-
and-so and it didn’t work out, so
please help me from Your full, open,
overflowing, and expansive hand.”

Mincha was over and a couple
with two children came into the
Chabad house in order to write to
the Rebbe through the Igros Kodesh.
I wasn’t surprised that they came
because I had arranged for them to
come at this time, but I didn’t guess
that my help would come through
them.

The day before, when we had
arranged this meeting, the father
had asked whether he needed to pay
or give tz’daka for this “service” of
writing to the Rebbe. I told him that
he did not need to pay, but if he
wanted to, he could give tz’daka.
This was a family from one of the
kibbutzim in the area and I knew
they didn’t have much money, so |
didn’t expect anything from them.

They wrote the letter and put it
into the Igros Kodesh and opened to
a clear answer. I explained it to them
and we said goodbye. Just as they
walked out, as I was rushing to an
event at the school, the father took
out a small envelope from his
pocket, which was nothing more
than a folded paper, and gave it to
me. He said, “This is for tz’daka.”

Later on, I opened the envelope
and was surprised to see 518
shekels. I was happy that Hashem
had answered my prayer so quickly,
but I didn’t realize that the story
hadn’t ended yet.

DONATED IN ERROR

The next day, I met a
Lubavitcher who had referred the
couple from the kibbutz to me. He
said he wanted to tell me something
about them. “When they left your
Chabad house, they went shopping
in Beit Shaan and the husband asked



his wife, ‘Where is the money?’

““What money?’ she asked.

““The 500 shekels we took out of
the bank.’

““What?! That was for shopping?
I put it into the envelope that you
gave the rav!’

“Despite the mistake, they
decided that since they had once
heard that Hashem pays back four
times as much to someone who gives
tz’daka, they would not ask for the
money back. It was tz’daka and
Hashem would repay them.

“That same day they received an
official letter (from the bank or the
national insurance) which said they
were being awarded 2000 shekel.”

This teaches us that: 1) Hashem
hears our prayers and answers
quickly. 2) If you believe in miracles
and donate, the miracles happen. 3)
Until this day I don’t know what
caused what — was it because |
needed a few hundred shekels that
they came to me, or did they need to
receive 2000 shekels, so I needed
the money and prayed...

A REGULAR DONATION

A similar thing happened with
the shliach in Atlit, Rabbi Moshe
Akselrod. This took place in 5753,
the second year since the founding
of the Gan Chabad in Atlit. The
financial situation was bad and
registration for the following year
wasn’t satisfactory.

R’ Akselrod decided to make a
massive registration campaign and
even sent a fax requesting the
Rebbe’s bracha. A week went by and
then another week, and he twice
received blessings from the Rebbe,
but the situation did not improve.
He wrote to the Rebbe again that
under the circumstances the Gan
could not open because he needed
another $1000 every month.

Once again, the Rebbe’s answer
was not to close the school, and
blessings.

Although the number of children

did not grow that year, from that
day until the end of the year,
donations came to the Chabad house
that amounted to $1000 every
month.

THE WEALTHY MAN
CAME TO HIM

Another story from Atlit:

Rabbi Avrohom Sebag, Rabbi
Akselrod’s aide and senior partner in
shlichus, went to London a year ago
to fundraise. Towards the end of his
stay there, he was told about a
wealthy man by the name of
Frishwasser, who gives a nice
donation to all those who ask him,
but he receives people only on
Mondays.

R’ Sebag could not stay until
Monday and he figured he would
have to forego that donation. He
took a flight back to Eretz Yisroel
and four days later, which was the
fast day of 10 Teives, he went to
shul to daven Mincha in a yeshiva in
Kfar Sitrin. There he met someone
unfamiliar.

“Shalom aleichem, where are you
from?” he asked. It turned out that
the stranger was none other than
Mr. Frishwasser from London, who
had come to a hotel for a few days
and was looking for a minyan for
Mincha. R* Sebag told him about his
visit to London and about the mikva
in Atlit they were building.

On the spot, Mr. Frishwasser
gave him double what he usually
gave to the people who asked for
donations on Mondays.

Stories like these happen all the
time and every shliach can give you
examples. However, the fact that
there are many such stories doesn’t
absolve us from thanking Hashem
for the miracles.

I just heard my wife talking on
the phone with her partner in
shlichus, Rebbetzin Reinitz, about an
event they were planning. They were

discussing what refreshments to
serve the 400 women they were
expecting. They spoke about various
possibilities (ice cream, etc.) and
how much it would cost and how
they would pay for it.

A half-hour later, I left the house
and met an old member of the
Chabad house who told me that he
had just bought the concession to
sell Strauss’ ice cream in all the
stores of Beit Shaan. If we made any
event, he was willing to donate as
much ice cream as we needed...

FROM WHERE WILL MY
HELP COME?

18 years ago, the Chabad house
in Beit Shaan was in dire financial
straits. We were a lot younger and
inexperienced. I wrote to the Rebbe
and described the sad situation and
wrote that I didn’t know where help
would come from. The Rebbe circled
these words and wrote, “You are
answered in T’hillim on the spot.

“The husband asked
his wife, ‘Where is the
money?’

“What money?’ she
asked.

“The 500 shekels we
took out of the bank.’

“What?! That was for
shopping? I put it into
the envelope that you

gave the rav!”
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Check t'fillin and mezuzos.”

At the time, I had two ways of
understanding the Rebbe’s answer:
1) the Rebbe was telling me to look
at the verse which follows, “my help
is from Hashem, etc.” In other
words, what’s the question, “where
will my help come from?” The
answer is written right there! 2) You
will be answered on the spot,
whenever you say T hillim.

Since I received that answer,
things changed. That year, the
Rebbe began giving out large sums
of money to shluchim, thousands of
dollars every month, to pay off debts
of all the mosdos (part as a gift and
part as a loan “with good terms”).
Then the Rebbe said to work within
a budget and not to get into debt
again. I try.

Since that bracha, it has
happened many times that we
urgently needed certain sums of
money. We worried about it and
then, at the last minute, we were
saved with just the amount we
needed. Afterwards, we regretted not
having done bigger projects because
we saw that the necessary money
appeared in the end.

Two years ago we had a big
children’s rally on Chanuka and we

gave out postdated checks to cover
the expenses. The date for the
checks was approaching and 1 had
no idea how the checks would be
covered. On the last day before that
date, I happened to give a ride to a
childhood friend. During the ride he
asked me, “Tell me, how much do
you need for tomorrow morning?”

I told him that I needed 2200
shekels to cover the checks I had
given for the rally. He began to look
in his pockets where he had all kinds
of bills, shekels and dollars. He put
it all together and gave me precisely
the sum I needed. When I began to
thank him he said, “You don’t have
to thank me. This is maaser and |
have to give it.”

IN CONCLUSION

A call to the shluchim: Dear
fellow shluchim. There are brachos
from the Rebbe. There is a lot of
money out there in the world for
programs. Do things on a grand
scale and the money will come.

A call to Anash: Dear fellow
Lubavitchers. Summer camps are
about to start. Many shluchim just
spent a lot of money on Lag B’Omer
parades and activities. Here in Eretz

“if it grows we have it”
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Yisroel most of us spent between
5000 and 20,000 shekels. We gave
out checks along with heartfelt
prayers that they wouldn’t bounce.

If you have a shliach who is close
to your heart, call him up today and
ask him what he still owes from Lag
B’Omer. If you're too late for that,
ask about the costs for summer
programs. It’s a big mitzva and it
will bring you much simcha and
bracha.

I did it once when I was a
bachur. I had $700 emergency
money saved up for a trip to the
Rebbe and I lent it to a shliach who
returned it to me when I needed it.
Who knows, maybe because of his
brachos | merited to become a
shliach.

A call to Hashem: Knowing that
you see Beis Moshiach, 1 will take
this opportunity to say: You help us
all the time, but please, if possible, if
you can enlarge the amounts a bit
...and also, why wait until the last
minute when we’re plotzing? Give
abundantly! Constantly! Give to
shluchim and all the Jewish people.
We, on our part, will use the money
for good things and do all we can to
bring Moshiach immediately.
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