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the Rebbe MH”M said, on my own.
That is when I discovered that I too
could understand Chassidus.”

Reuven Dunin’s sincerity made a
great impression on Shimon. It was
all the more impressive since Reb
Reuven lived in a small apartment
under very crowded conditions...

“I returned to Minnesota and
began to learn Chassidus. I
regularly visited the Chabad House,
where we had a shiur in Chassidus
in which we focused mainly on the
Rebbe Rayatz’s maamarim.

“Shortly afterward, I actually
began teaching Chassidus on my
own. As part of the curriculum of
the University of Minnesota, I
taught a course on Talmud and
included selections from Tanya and
Chassidus.”

3:40 IN THE MORNING
In 1973, Shimon married a

young lady from Minnesota who
had also studied in Litvishe schools
– Yavneh in Cleveland – and had
come to Lubavitch. After their
wedding, Shimon studied and
taught mathematics at the
University of Minnesota. Several
months later, he went to the Rebbe
MH”M and had a yechidus (private
audience) along with his wife. 

“It was Motzaei Zos Chanuka at
3:40 a.m. I thought the Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach would ask me
what I was learning in Chassidus.
But instead he asked, ‘What is your
profession?’

“For a moment I was confused,
but then I responded, ‘I am a
teaching assistant in mathematics at
the university.’

“The Rebbe MH”M looked
straight at me. But his eyes
appeared to be focusing on a distant
location, or on the distant future.
He asked, ‘Where, here in New
York?’

“I was completely confused. The
Rebbe MH”M knew that I taught in
Minnesota from the letters that I

wrote to him and to which he had
responded. Why was he asking? I
said, “No, in Minnesota,” which he
wrote down on our letter.
Afterwards, the Rebbe MH”M
showered us with brachos.

“In the HaYom Yomit says that
the first yechidus of a Chassid with
his Rebbe is according to the
essence of the Chassid, and the
Rebbe sets out his avoda for him. I
thought a lot about what the Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach had told us,
again and again, and tried to

understand it. But it was only a
while later that I actually
understood it.

“Throughout this time, I jumped
from the world of mathematics to
the world of Torah and back again. I
was between two worlds that
seemingly opposed one another. For
a while we lived in New York and I
learned in the Lubavitch kollel. Over
the years I also taught Jewish
subjects and worked in computers.”

At another crossroads in his life,

in 1978, Prof. Silman once again
asked the Rebbe MH”M whether to
continue in mathematics or to
continue learning in kollel. The
Rebbe MH”M instructed him to ask
the advice of friends and gave a
bracha on whatever Shimon would
decide.

Shimon did not know with
which friends to consult, those in
university or those in kollel. He was
sure that each would offer his
recommendation in accordance with
what he himself was doing.

“In the end, I consulted with a
friend in Minnesota, an Iranian Jew
with whom I learned Chassidus. I
felt that he was the friend that I
needed to speak to. He advised me
to return to university and to
complete my degree so I wouldn’t
lose out on the years of study I had
invested. I went back to university
and continued my study of
advanced mathematics.

“Throughout this period of living
in Minnesota, we went to the Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach many times.
On the spot, we’d decide to travel to
the Rebbe MH”M for a special day
on the Chassidic calendar. We
loaded all our stuff in the car and
drove for a few days until we
reached Crown Heights.”

AN INSTITUTE AND
MOSHIACH & SCIENCE
CONFERENCES WITH
THE REBBE MH”M’S

BLESSINGS
At some point during the mid-

80’s, Prof. Silman learned of the life
and mathematical works of the
Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach’s
brother, Rabbi Yisroel Aryeh Leib.
“The very fact that such a person
existed,” Prof. Silman explains, “a
member of the Rebbe MH”M’s
family who devoted his time to the
intense study of Chassidus while
being a mathematician of such a
high caliber, reassured me that my

Prof. Silman’s grandfather,
Rabbi Yaakov Eliezer Silman



quest for the unification of Torah
and science was attainable. Just
looking at his mathematical paper
put my mind at ease.”

“In Cheshvan 5752 I was sitting
in the Chabad house in Minnesota
and learning Likkutei Sichos. I
noticed a letter from the Rebbe
MH”M to a man who referred to
himself as a secular Jew. The Rebbe
MH”M said there is no such thing
as a secular Jew because every Jew
is holy. However, some Jews’
professions are in the secular world
and some Jews are occupied with
holy work, like Yisachar and
Z’vulun, but the secular is ‘chulin al
taharas ha’kodesh’ (secular done in
a holy manner for a holy purpose).

“The letter was dated 13 Iyar
5732, the 20th yahrtzait of Rabbi
Yisroel Aryeh Leib. I thought, the
Rebbe MH”M’s brother’s 40th
yahrtzait is coming up later this year
and it would be nice to do
something to mark the day. I had
the idea of holding a gathering on

the topic of Moshiach and Science,
and chulin al taharas ha’kodesh, and
to emphasize the connection
between them.”

“I worked with Rabbi Moshe
Feller, the head shliach in
Minnesota, to organize the event
which was titled ‘The Role of
Science in the Era of Moshiach.’ It
took place on 13 Iyar 5752 and
Professor Pesach (Paul) Rosenbloom
a”h, a Lubavitcher chassid and a
world renowned mathematician was
the main speaker. 

“Professor Rosenbloom had a
very close relationship with the
Rebbe MH”M. Every year on Yud
Alef Nissan he came to the Rebbe
MH”M and presented mathematical
research that he had done in honor
of the Rebbe MH”M’s birthday,
which was also Rosenbloom’s
birthday.

“In 5735, the Rebbe MH”M
gave Prof. Rosenbloom a
mathematical treatise that his
brother had written which had not
been published. The Rebbe MH”M

asked him to translate it from
German and to publish it and said
he would pay for it. Prof.
Rosenbloom did the work and
published it in The Journal of
Approximation Theory. When he
attended our conference, he told of
his connection to the Rebbe MH”M
and about this story.

“Another Lubavitcher chassid
and mathematician, Dr. Tzvi Saks
a”h who worked in topology (an
abstract mathematical field), also
spoke at the gathering. He explained
the connection between Torah and
science and the lack of a
contradiction when it is explained
according to Chassidus. He also
spoke about his unique research on
the concept of infinity in
mathematics and Chassidus. 

“All in all, the gathering was a
great success and we were surprised
by how many people attended. And
the audience was in a very joyful
mood.”

At the end of 5752, Prof. Silman
and his family moved to Crown

HE NODDED TO ME
One day in 5753, I was

learning the sicha (Parshas
BaMidbar, 5751) in which the
Rebbe MH”M says that when
Moshiach comes, “everyone will
say ‘Shalom aleichem’ to him.” I
decided that at my next
opportunity to walk past the
Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, I
would do this. 

On the night of 27 Tishrei
5754, I had this opportunity.
There was a yechidus klalis and it
was the only time to date, after 27
Adar 5752, that the Rebbe
MH”M gave out dollars. 

I approached the Rebbe
MH”M with great awe and
greeted him with, “Sholom
aleichem Melech HaMoshiach!”

The Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach nodded his head to
me.

Putting t’fillin on with Dr. Lawrence Lasher,
project manager of Pioneer 10 at NASA



Heights. 
“When Rabbi Yisroel Aryeh

Leib’s yahrtzait came up in 5753, I
wondered whether to do another
event. The previous event had
marked the 40th yahrtzait, a
milestone. But should we do an
annual event?

“In addition, I was new to the
neighborhood and I didn’t know
how to arrange a conference in
Crown Heights. I asked the Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach whether to go
ahead with it, and even if not,
whether to publish the lectures from
the previous gathering. I received a
positive answer to both questions.

“Prof. Rosenbloom suggested
that I ask Prof. Yakov Reich to help
me and together we organized the
second gathering. We decided it
would take place over two days. We
invited Dr. Naftali Berg a”h, a
Lubavitcher who headed the
Advanced Technology Office of the
Army Research Laboratory of the
Pentagon. 

“On the morning of the event I
had the idea to establish an institute

which would organize these annual
conferences and publish on
Moshiach and Science.  I wrote to
the Rebbe MH”M suggesting the
idea and proposing the name ‘Rabbi
Yisroel Aryeh Leib Research
Institute on Moshiach and the
Sciences.’”

The conference was more
successful than anticipated and
Prof. Silman was satisfied. Later
that day he was informed that the
Rebbe had given his consent and
blessing to the new organization he
wanted to found, and every year
since, the RYAL Institute has held a
Moshiach and Science conference
on 13 Iyar, Rabbi Yisroel Aryeh
Leib’s yahrtzait. Some prominent
participants have been Professor
Alvin Radkowsky, who designed the
nuclear powered submarines and
aircraft carriers, etc., for the U.S.
Navy and had more recently
designed a nuclear reactor that
cannot be used to make weapons,
and Dr. Lawrence Lasher, NASA
project manager for the Pioneer 10
project. Professor Yirmiyahu

Branover has also been a frequent
participant.

The RYAL Institute has also held
Moshiach and Science conferences
in various places around the world.
Regarding one such conference in
Israel, Prof. Silman relates the
following: 

“One day, I opened a volume of
Igros Kodesh, where I read the
following letter: Surely you
participated in the international
convention on matters of research.
When I read this, I didn’t
understand what it referred to since
I was not aware of any such
conferences. However, the next
morning I got a phone call from
Rabbi Zimroni Tzik who proposed
that we organize a convention of
scientists and professors in Tel Aviv
University on the topic of Geula and
science.

“The convention took place on
Rosh Chodesh Shevat, 5756, and
Prof. Yirmiyahu Branover, Rabbi
Yitzchok Ginsburgh, Rabbi Shmuel
Chefer, Rabbi Zimroni Tzik, and I
delivered lectures. The lecture hall
was full. Many of the participants,
which included university professors
and students, signed a document of
Kabbalas HaMalchus. Thanks to this
convention, many people became
more involved in the Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach’s teachings and on
matters of Moshiach and Geula.”

When I asked Prof. Silman
when he began proclaiming “Yechi”
in 770, he said, “In the period after
Gimmel Tammuz I noticed that
they stopped saying ‘Yechi’ from
the bima after the Torah reading, so
I decided to do it myself. The main
thing is that we see the Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach revealed right
now and the whole world will call
out together, ‘Yechi Adoneinu
Moreinu V’Rabbeinu Melech
HaMoshiach L’olam Va’ed.!’”
This article is dedicated to the memory of
HaRav Moshe DovBer ben HaRav Yakov
Eliezer Silman z”l whose yahrtzait is 17
Tammuz.

Prof. Silman conversing with Professor Alvin Radkowsky (d. 2002),
a pioneer nuclear scientist, who developed a design for a nuclear reactor

that can only be used for peaceful purposes




