


Eretz Yisroel. Three weeks later, he
dropped his entire material life in his
hometown, and joined the yeshiva in
Petropolis. He learned there for
close to a year, growing in leaps and
bounds in Torah and mitzva
observance. From there, he went to
the Chabad yeshiva in Tzfas, and
then on to 770, until his marriage
with Rochel Litzman from Kfar
Chabad.

After a year of learning in kollel,
he received two shlichus offers. One
was in Russia, and the other was in
the Higienopolis neighborhood in S.
Paolo, Brazil, under the shliach R’
Yitzchak Michaan. R’ Yaakov was
inclined to accept the second offer,
and he got his answer from the
Rebbe through the Igros Kodesh,
“Success in shlichus in South
America.”

SHLICHUS JOURNEYS
Towards the end of 5755, the

couple arrived in Brazil with their
three-month-old son. For Yaakov the
adjustment was smooth, but for his
Israeli-born wife things were
different. The beginning was difficult
for her, but time and determination
led to her slowly acclimating to the
local language and mentality.

As mentioned, R’ Gerenstat
began his shlichus work in the shul
of R’ Michaan, giving Torah classes,
organizing Shabbatons and other
activities. From there, he moved to
work under the shliach, R’ Yaakov
Begun, the rav of the shul Tiferes
Lubavitch, where he worked with the
youth. The next stop was the shul on
Augusta street, administered by the
shliach, R’ Shimon Brand.

On Erev Rosh HaShana 5759, he
sat down to write a letter to the
Rebbe. He was surprised to find that
the answer in Igros Kodesh dealt
entirely with opening a new shul.
The emotional difficulty in dropping
everything and starting from scratch,
as well as the financial hardship in
taking such a step, led him to think
that perhaps he had not understood
the answer properly.

After Tishrei, during which he
visited Eretz Yisrael with a study
group of 16 girls, he sat down again
to write the Rebbe. This time, the
answer was not only surprising, it
was somewhat shocking. In his
words, “I felt that the Rebbe was
really getting down on me. The
entire letter was written in such
terms that I didn’t know how I had

ignored the previous answer. ‘Why
haven’t you opened a mosad…this is
very important…there is no Judaism
in the place…each day that you
don’t open is an irretrievable loss.’”

At this point, he had no doubts.
He had to open a shul, no matter
what. Two days later, the shliach he
worked for called him into his office
and informed him that he could no
longer afford to keep him on at full
salary, but perhaps for half a day’s
work. The shliach expected R’
Yaakov to try to convince him to
reconsider, but to his surprise, R’
Yaakov agreed to leave without any
argument.

However, he knew that he was
about to start on a new stage in his
shlichus work.

[To be continued be”H]

With youngsters in the Chabad House

15 passenger van for all your travel needs:
airports ,pick ups, weddings, etc.
long distance trips, and light moving

@@asv ,gupv
@@j,ubu,
@@vucku, eybu,

6565-657-817
kvxgu, ctv"e LEORSIY         .E        nI

3739-697-450



The world of Lubavitch was saddened to hear about
the passing of R’ Sholom Dovber Veshedsky of Crown
Heights on Rosh Chodesh Tamuz after a long illness, at
the age of 72.

R’ Sholom Dovber was born on
4 Cheshvan 5695/1935 in Gorky.
His father was R’ Moshe Veshedsky.
In his youth he learned Torah at
home with mesirus nefesh and he
never attended public school. At ten,
he was sent to Tashkent, where he
learned for a year in the school
founded by Anash in the middle of
the war.

When Anash began leaving
Russia in 1946, his parents could
not leave with everybody else, but
they wanted to save their son from
having to live in Russia so he could
openly live a Chassidic life. They
gave Sholom Dovber, who was
eleven, to the family of his brother-
in-law, R’ Meir Zarchi, who was leaving Russia. They
did so even though it meant he might never see his
parents again. This was a sacrifice on the part of the
parents and their son.

Sholom Dovber went with his relatives to various
refugee camps and for some years he was in Poking,

where he continued to study Torah. After Purim 1952 he
arrived in New York and entered Tomchei T’mimim –
770.

When Oholei Torah was founded, R’ Sholom Dovber
was one of the first teachers. He
wasn’t only a melamed but a
mechanech, and he took a personal
interest in his students.

In 5722 he married the daughter
of R’ Abba Pliskin.

In 5726 R’ Sholom Dovber was
appointed mashpia in Yeshivas
Hadar HaTorah for baalei t’shuva in
Crown Heights. He devoted himself
to his students and guided them and
treated them as family members. In
addition to his work with them, his
students ate at his home.

R’ Veshedsky was also the rav of
the Reinis Shul. He was devoted to
all the Rebbe’s inyanim and at many
farbrengens with Anash and

T’mimim he would demand that they strengthen their
ways of Chassidus and their hiskashrus to the Rebbe.

R’ Veshedsky is survived by his wife, children, and
grandchildren.

R’ SHOLOM DOVBER
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What a shock it was to hear of the passing of the
bachur, 14-year-old Menachem Mendel Moshiach of
Crown Heights, on Friday, 13 Tamuz. Although on
Shabbos there is no mourning, the sad news quickly
made its way around the neighborhood.

Two weeks ago, Menachem Mendel was
hospitalized after having a heart attack. His condition
deteriorated until he passed away.

Menachem Mendel grew up in a home that is a
model of Ahavas Yisroel, hospitality and giving to
others. When the Hachnasas Orchim organization
called them in Tishrei to ask them
to host guests, his parents happily
agreed to do so. The Moshiach
family doesn’t screen guests; any
guest of the Rebbe is welcome as
their guest.

Menachem Mendel excelled in
mivtzaim, following the example of
his father. R’ Avner spends hours
on mivtzaim, going out every week
like a Tamim to reach out to the
Persian community. It seems there
isn’t a Persian Jew in New York
who hasn’t heard of Moshiach,
who is mekarev Persian Jews to the
Rebbe MH”M.

One of Menachem Mendel’s
close friends found it hard to
speak of him in the past tense and choked up when
asked to describe him. “I attended davening together
with Menachem Mendel Moshiach for a few years in
the children’s minyan in the basement of 770 until
Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh Tamuz. That Motzaei
Shabbos, he was rushed to the hospital. I saw a real
Tamim who davened with a chayus and helped the
organizers of the minyan as well as his younger
brothers, with amazing devotion, without standing out
and with utter simplicity. What a loss…”

The midda of Ahavas Yisroel characterizes the

Moshiach family. Merely 24 hours after the terrible
news and a few hours before his funeral, the family
asked some writers for the Chabad media to come to
their house because there was a message they wished
to convey. 

At the beginning of the emotional talk, Mrs. Ayala
Moshiach said, “During the last two weeks, we
experienced great miracles. He wasn’t expected to live
back on 3 Tamuz. That he lived was a veritable
resurrection of the dead.”

During these two weeks, while Menachem Mendel
was in a coma, groups of bachurim
from his class, and other people
from Crown Heights, stayed near
his room.

“There was great interest in
how he was doing. People from all
over the world called the hospital
to find out how he was. The
doctors who worked in the
department who saw the bachurim
praying for his recovery, were very
impressed. They told us that in
their opinion, the stabilizing of his
condition was miraculous. It was a
great kiddush Hashem.

“When our son arrived at the
hospital, his heart had stopped
beating. They worked on him and

his heart began to beat again. It was an open miracle.
“When Menachem Mendel passed away, I asked

one thing, that Moshiach come.”
During the last week, Menachem Mendel’s parents

opened a volume of the Igros Kodesh, where the letter
spoke about Achdus. “This is a topic that the Rebbe
spoke about time and again. Despite our differences,
let us all preserve our Achdus and Ahavas Yisroel, for
this is what will bring the hisgalus of Moshiach and
T’chiyas HaMeisim.”
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