








all have a free will, to choose what
comes next.

Will we utilize this awakening to
its fullest? Will we act upon it and
allow it to lead us to “come and
bow down to G-d on the holy
mountain in Jerusalem”?

Now that the “great” shofar has
called to us, G-d implores,
beseeches and asks us: Please,
please use this great spiritual
awakening for what it was intended.
Channel it into your day to day
activities. Transform your lives
into Divine lives. Sanctify your
corner in the material world.
Recognize and reveal the spiritual
energy embedded in all of existence
– through living virtuous, moral
lives, saturated with Torah and
mitzvos.

And by doing so, we prepare
ourselves to be led by the hand,
“one by one,” each one of us from
our respective states of spiritual
displacement, to the point of
complete alignment of our bodies
and souls, humbly bowing to the

Divine presence on the holy
mountain in Jerusalem.

These are the unforgettable
words uttered by the Rebbe forty
years ago.

We are now in 2007. Forty years
have passed since the ‘67 summer
of awakening. Now, we can look
back, blessed with the wisdom of
experience that 40 years bring, and
analyze what happened in the
interim. Was the inspiration of the
summer of 1967 actualized?

What deeper understanding do
we have today about the events that
transpired 40 years ago? Have we
have become smarter or stupider?

Above all, will we learn the
appropriate lessons of the past four
decades, to chart a new course for
the future?

What went wrong? And what
can we do about it today?

The first question will answer
the second one. By understanding
what went wrong we can learn what
we must do:

Citole b’shofar gadol. The

conquest and return to Jerusalem
created a surge of unprecedented
awakening. But then, as it is with
every inspiration, the challenge is
maintaining the inspiration. As the
inspiration dissipates we tend to
take our miracles and gifts for
granted.

And therein lays the failure to
achieve Middle East peace over last
40 years, as well as the key to how
to solve the problem from here on.

This will be the theme of next
week’s article.

Reprinted with permission from
www.meaningfullife.com

(1) Interesting to note that during that
summer of ‘67 the Rebbe himself
delivered the same discourse (on the
abovementioned verse) not once, but
three times (Rosh HaShana, Shabbos
Shuva and Simchas Torah), in addition
to several other discourses which he
delivered during those months that
address related themes ( Im haya
nidachacha on Shabbos  Parshas
Nitzavim and Hineni meivi osam on
Shabbos  Parshas Noach).
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[Continued form last week]

BEIS CHABAD ON
HORSE AND BUGGY
After finding a suitable building

in Brooklin, renovations began in
order to customize it for use as a
Chabad House.  Many small
miracles took place throughout the
construction phase.  For example,
the pledge he received from the
secretary of that very shul
president who had led the
campaign against his opening. The
man called to say that he would
donate the entire cost of the new
flooring.

At the same time, R’ Yaakov
began a massive public relations
campaign among the locals, by
way of invitations in every mailbox
inviting them to the grand opening
Kabbalas Shabbos on the eve of
Shabbos Parshas R’ei, 25 Av,
Shabbos Mevarchim Elul 5760.
That very first week, over 90 Jews
packed into the Chabad House.
But the initial enthusiasm was
quick to wear off. It started with
90 the first week, then 40 the
second week.  The week after,
there were only 11, until the next
week he started importing
bachurim from the yeshiva to
make sure there would be a
minyan.

The holiday month of Tishrei
came and brought a new
awakening as far as davening in
the Chabad House.  Many dozens

In Rabbi Yaakov Gerenstat’s shul in
Brooklyn, no bachurim come from 770
for Tahalucha on Simchas Torah. The
reason is simple – it is a ten-hour flight
to S. Paolo, and then you have to get to
the southernmost part of the city, and
then you reach the neighborhood called
Brooklyn (spelled Brooklin in
Portuguese). * At the door of the shul,
there is a basket of yarmulkes with
Yechi written in Portuguese, which of
course “distances” many Jews. It
distances the young men from their
shiksas and the older folks from their
secular outlook and the temptations of
Brazilian life, and brings them close to
the light of faith in Hashem and Moshe,
His servant. * The seventh installment
in the series on Shlichus in Brazil. Part
2 of 2.

THE RABBI OF

BROOKLYN
By Ben-Zion Sasson



of Jews crowded in for the Yom
Kippur services.  The day before
Sukkos, R’ Yaakov and his wife
worked feverishly to prepare the
large feast for the communal meal
in the Chabad House sukka.
Forty people reserved places for
the meal, but in the end, over 70

people showed up!  It was very
crowded, but the joy was not
stifled in the least.

On Chol HaMoed, the shliach
came up with a unique idea – a
mobile sukka on a wagon hitched
to a horse; he would invite Jews to
come in and make a blessing on

the Four Species.  The
extraordinary sight in the middle
of the urban landscape drew a
tremendous amount of attention,
including from the national
television station, which showed
up with their camera crews.  At
this point, there was not a single
person still unaware that there was
a new Chabad House in the heart
of Brooklin.

Till this very day, people
remember and reminisce about
that stunt.  In recent weeks,
during a large Jewish event, one of
the Chabad House members was
asked about the rabbi of the shul
in Brooklin.  When he mentioned
that the rabbi was R’ Gerenstat,
the immediate response was, “Oh,
the rabbi with the sukka on the
horse and buggy.”

Of course, R’ Yaakov didn’t do
The early days – a succa on a horse

and buggy 
With one of the Chabad House

regulars



it just for the publicity.  Armed
with a list of all the Jewish families
in the area, he went with the
horse-drawn sukka from house to
house, and asked the Jewish
inhabitants to make a blessing on
the Four Species.  Every single
person, without exception, was
touched by the special gesture.
Who could refuse?

On one of his visits, he arrived
at an extravagant villa, which
appeared on the list as a Jewish
address.  The outer gate was
closed, and when he rang the bell,
he heard someone scream over the
intercom to go away because the

man had no time now.  He rang
again and said, “This is R’ Yaakov,
please open.”  The man answered
in a surprised voice, “Oh, you are
a rabbi?” A few seconds later, the
man of the house came personally
to open the gate.  

R’ Yaakov saw a man only
partially dressed, who introduced
himself as Meir, and he calmly
offered the man to make the
blessing on the Four Species.
Meir, somewhat taken aback,
argued that it was not proper to
do this as he was dressed and

promised to return in a few
minutes.

Meir returned in a fine tailored
suit, a tie and polished shoes, fully
prepared to do the mitzva.  Meir
was clearly moved by the whole
experience, and he invited the
rabbi into his home, where they
got into a lengthy conversation.  It
turns out that Meir is the son of a
Jewish mother and gentile father,
and he himself is married to a
gentile woman.

After 20 years of complete
estrangement from Jewish life,
Meir’s heart was opened.  He
asked the shliach to pray for his

mother, who was hospitalized in
serious condition.  Two weeks
later, the mother passed on and he
came to the Chabad House with a
request to arrange a proper Jewish
burial for his mother.  The
following week, he sat Shiva in the
proper Jewish manner, and from
then on he became a regular at the
Chabad House in order to daven
and say Kaddish.  He even put up
a mezuza on his front door, and
all this thanks to the mobile sukka
on a horse and buggy.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
R’ Yaakov still resides with his

family in the distant Higienopolis
neighborhood.  Each day, he
travels to the Chabad House, and
for Shabbos, the family packs up
and moves into rooms in the
Chabad House.

The Shabbos meals at the
Chabad House have become
legendary.  R’ Yaakov says, “One
Shabbos, I saw a Jewish
gentleman who serves as the
administrator of the largest
university in Latin America, eating
at our table.  That is when I knew
we had succeeded in giving the
local residents the feeling that the
Chabad House is home for every
Jew.  During Shabbos, there are
special activities for the children
and the shlucha also gives classes
for the women.

Over the years, the Chabad
House has held many and varied
events for the local Jews, who have
slowly become a cohesive
community.  One of these events
was Mezuza Day, when the locals
were invited to bring their
mezuzos from home to have them
checked and returned on the same
day.  Three scribes sat the entire
day in the Chabad House and
checked over one hundred
mezuzos, sold a few dozen more,
and took care of many pairs of
t’fillin.

The main problem the Chabad
House must deal with, as is the
case throughout Brazil,
particularly in those places far
from the main Jewish
concentration, is assimilation and
intermarriage.  Over the years, R’
Yaakov has developed a unique
approach to this problem, as he
explains; “When the husband is a
gentile it is easier, because that
means that the wife and children
are Jews.  However, when the wife
and mother is a gentile, this
creates a far more difficult and

“If you approach a person who is not yet
observant and start talking to him
about ‘mayim acharonim,’ he will think
you are insane.  Just try explaining
about ‘salt from S’dom.’  What does salt
have to do with anything?  And where
did S’dom come into the picture? Such
things, which are simple to us, are more
difficult for people to relate to than the
fact that the Rebbe is Moshiach.”



complicated situation.  Generally,
in such a case, I try to be mekarev
the husband as much as possible
and get him to come to the
Chabad House regularly.  This
automatically generates some
healthy tension between him and
the rest of the family...

During the month of Elul
5764, they commemorated the
fourth anniversary of the Chabad
House.  Over the course of that
Shabbos, the shliach announced
the intended purchase of a large
plot of land for the purpose of
expansion.  The building
campaign to purchase the property
got underway with the sale of
“bricks” in the new building,
which were purchased by 1200
people, each for 180 real (90
dollars).  Concurrently, a general
fundraising campaign generated
donations ranging from nine
dollars to thirty thousand dollars. 

R’ Yaakov says, “The story
behind the $30,000 donation is an
interesting one.  I called a friend
of mine to discuss a number of
important issues.  During the
conversation, I mentioned the
amount that we were short
towards the purchase of the land.
He inquired as to how I expected
to acquire such a sum.  I told him
that I planned to use a certain
connection to approach a wealthy
individual who could afford to
make up the rest of the amount.

“A few hours later, late at
night, I received a call from that
same friend that I spoke to in the
afternoon.  He informed me that
he wished to donate the remaining
amount – on one condition.  He
said, ‘Yaakov, I am about to do a
large deal.  I am asking you to
daven for the success of the
venture, and I will front you the
maaser money of the profits in
advance.’

“I agreed to his condition, and
I made sure to daven for his

Large crowd at an event in the Chabad House

Teaching children basic concepts in Judaism

“MOSHE RABBEINU” 
An interesting story that began to unfold in the early years of the

Chabad House centers around a man named Moyshe, a 67-year-old
widower who had been married to a gentile woman.  When his wife
passed away, he came to the Chabad House and began participating in
shiurim.  R’ Yaakov sensed that Moyshe was interested, so he tried to
convince him to come on Monday and Thursday mornings to help
complete the minyan.  Knowing that Moyshe was struggling financially,
he offered him a monthly stipend.

Moyshe’s response really stunned the shliach: “Rabbi, Moyshe the
mule spent many years searching for a treasure, and now that he found
it, is it necessary to also pay him for it?”  From that day on, he became
a regular attendee of the Chabad House, which had a profound impact
on his entire lifestyle, including his appearance, as he now sports a long
white beard.  Not surprisingly, the other Chabad House regulars call
him Moshe Rabbeinu.



success, whenever I had a free
moment.  Additionally, I wrote to
the Rebbe for a blessing.  A few
weeks passed until I received a call
from my friend, who informed me
of the great success that he had in
his business venture, and he made
sure to point out that he made
exactly ten times the amount that
he had donated.

“Since then,” R’ Yaakov adds,
“I am always willing to daven for
any business person who is
interested in making a donation.”

The miracles continued to
unfold.  They found a suitable lot
at a cheap price.  This lot had
been on the market for twenty
years, but for some strange reason
nobody bought it, which caused
the price to drop precipitously.  In
recent weeks, a building plan was
filed for a three-storey building,
which includes a spacious shul, a
huge hall, a mikva for men and for
women, a library, a youth club, a
store for kosher food products and
a kosher takeout.  The proposed
date for the complete construction
is for Tishrei two years from now.

SEVEN YEARS
OF HARD WORK

A year ago, during the month
of Av, a new shliach joined the
staff of the Chabad House in
Brooklin: Rabbi Eliyahu
Stippleman.  R’ Stippleman, a
native of S. Paolo, came to work
with the Jews residing in the
neighborhoods that surround
Brooklin: Interlagos, Campo-
Limpo and others.  The following
episode illustrates the unique
approach of the new shliach:

On one of his house calls, he
met a Jewish woman widowed
from her gentile husband.  On the
doorpost there was a cross, as
opposed to l’havdil, a mezuza.
They got into a conversation, and
during that visit, one of her
grandchildren arrived and put on

t’fillin for the first time in his life.
The visit turned into an
improvised Bar Mitzva, with
singing and dancing and a truly
Jewish atmosphere.  On his next
visit, he saw a mezuza in the place
of the other symbol that had hung
there.  Last Chanuka, he visited
with a menora in order to light

candles and ignite the hearts of
the family members.

This Elul will mark seven full
years of shlichus for the
Gerenstats in Brooklin.  At this
time, there is a daily minyan, not
just on Shabbos, Mondays and
Thursdays, like in the early years.
After the morning services, there

The new shliach, R’ Eliyahu Stippleman giving a shiur

T’FILLIN ANTENNAS
One of the mekuravim with a strong connection to the Chabad

House was Yehuda Karni, who had served in a number of high
positions in the IDF.  Yehuda began to learn from time to time with the
shliach, but when it came to performing mitzvos, he agreed to do “only
what he understands.”

One day, he came to the Chabad House with a piece of good news,
“I will begin putting on t’fillin.”  When the shliach asked what led to
that decision, he explained that the previous night he had thought about
the idea behind the mitzva of t’fillin, which is to connect a Jew to
Hashem.  Yehuda, who knew a great deal about radio broadcasting,
explained that the idea of the connection via radio waves was similar to
the idea of t’fillin.  Just as a transmitter has two antennas, one positive
and one negative, similarly t’fillin have two straps… He continued on in
this vein, drawing comparisons between the two, and concluded, “I am
prepared to put on t’fillin daily, as this is what establishes a connection
between me and Hashem.

Slowly, over time, he began keeping Shabbos, kashrus, and one day
during s’fira, the shliach was pleasantly surprised to see him sporting a
beard.  Their regular Wednesday study session continues till this day,
and even the idea that the Rebbe is Melech HaMoshiach, who will soon
come to redeem us, is now a part of “what he understands.”



is a kollel for Torah study, in
addition to the evening classes
throughout the week.

As part of Project Kiruv, three
groups of 50 youths spend 16
hours each month learning in the
Chabad House, funded by the well
known philanthropist, Mr. Eli
Horn.  Each Shabbos, close to 60
people come for Kabbalas Shabbos
services, and on Shabbos morning
there is a class in Chassidus before
the davening, as well as another
class in the afternoon.

MOSHIACH IS FOR
DONORS TOO

How do you convey to the
local Jews ideas of Moshiach and
Geula?

“If you approach a person who
is not yet observant and start
talking to him about ‘mayim
acharonim,’ he will think you are
insane.  Just try explaining about
‘salt from S’dom.’  What does salt
have to do with anything?  And
where did S’dom come into the
picture?  

Such things, which are simple

to us, are more difficult for people
to relate to than the fact that the
Rebbe is Moshiach.  They have
problems, rather, with concepts
like ‘the difference between a Jew
and a gentile,’ or many of the laws
and customs of everyday Jewish
law.  

Any problem with Moshiach
comes from us, from our own
preconceived notions that we
adopt, or by listening to those who
try to cool us off.  I tell everybody
who is interested: I have never
once experienced that as a result
of my talking about the identity of
Moshiach or the like that any
person stopped coming to the
Chabad House or refused to
donate.

“On one occasion, a fellow
shliach from Brazil asked me if I
would have the guts to tell my
biggest donor the things that I
believe in, and I answered in the
affirmative.  Two days later, I sat
down with that donor, and for two
hours straight, I gave him a class
on the Rebbe as Melech
HaMoshiach and that he is alive
and well, and with us as before.”

What changes have you seen
in the community over the past
seven years, as a result of your
work?

“If on the first Yom Kippur, I
would have opened a Passover
Hagada and started reading ‘Ma
Nishtana’ instead of ‘Kol Nidrei,’
nobody would have batted an eye
or realized there was any mistake.
Today, there are many who know
how to daven properly and are
familiar with the customs.

“A large segment of the
community does not make any
important decisions in their
personal or business lives without
writing first to the Rebbe and
consulting via the Igros Kodesh.  A
few days ago, the chairlady of the
shul told me that she is
considering going into a certain

Jewish activities around the year



venture, but before she does so,
she wants me to write to the
Rebbe.  In the answer that she
received from the Rebbe, he wrote
that the more she helps out the
shul, the more success she will
have.  And that is exactly what she
did.

“The Chabad House has close
to twenty mekuravim who can be
categorized as full-fledged
Lubavitchers. Many of our
mekuravim moved away though,
because the area does not yet have
the necessary infrastructure to
provide the full spectrum of
services needed for a truly
observant lifestyle. They are now
spread out around the world, in
places like South Africa, Canada,
Mexico, Crown Heights, S. Paolo,
Argentina, and Eretz Yisroel.  On
the one hand, that is a painful
thing for us, but conversely, it is
of primary importance to me that
mekuravim take the next step and
find a Jewish community that will
provide for all their religious
needs.  In such cases, we
shouldn’t be thinking about our
own agendas, but what is best for
the mekuravim.

“Currently, we maintain regular
contact with 200 families from all

around the area.  Thanks to the
T’fillin Bank, started by Rabbi
Shalom Ber Lipskar of Florida,
there are 40 men putting on t’fillin
daily, using the t’fillin they
received from the bank.”

What is your credo regarding
life on shlichus?

“It is essential to build a
personal connection with each
mekurav, whether through private
learning sessions or home visits.
It is worth investing the time and
effort in the first years of shlichus,
because in later years, as things
grow, it becomes much harder to
do.  When you make the
investment, you become their
personal rav, and their shul is your
shul.”

R’ Gerenstat asked to close

with a special message to his
fellow shluchim:

“The Rebbe established that
our current shlichus is to prepare
the entire world to greet Moshiach
Tzidkeinu.  The whole idea is to
imbue our communities with this
message, and to prepare the
people of our cities.  Our mission
is not simply to publicize that
Moshiach will come, as that is
something the Rambam already
addressed 850 years ago.  The
Rebbe said to prepare the world to
greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu, which
means that people need to know
whom they are going to greet.
They need to know that the Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach is about to
redeem us and we need to accept
his kingship.”

MANAGING EDITOR WANTED
An established publisher is seeking to hire a Managing Editor for a New York based Jewish
interest magazine. The primary responsibility is to ensure content development, design and

layout for tightly scheduled print and online editions. The successful candidate should
ideally have at least two years experience successfully publishing or editing a substantial

magazine or newspaper. Literary or journalistic training and/or experience is a strong asset.
The magazine interprets modern life in a manner consistent with the ideals of Chabad

including the concept and reality of Moshiach. Email your resume and portfolio in strict
confidence to aagotfryd@gmail.com.

It is worth investing the time and effort
in the first years of shlichus, because in
later years, as things grow, it becomes
much harder to do.  When you make the
investment, you become their personal
rav, and their shul is your shul.”



GIVING AWAY LAND
We are in the Three Weeks,

which brings to mind the
Churban, the destruction of the
Beis HaMikdash and the
destruction, which took place two
years ago at this time, of Gush
Katif.  As it was with the Mikdash
– that the cause of the destruction
was because of hatred among
brothers – so too, two years ago,
brothers fought one another by
order and initiative of the Israeli
government.

One year ago at this time, the
government had to put a halt to
the cursed Convergence Plan,
overseen by Dan Chalutz, and go
to war in Lebanon, a war that will
be remembered forever in infamy.

The connection between big
money, politics and corruption is
openly seen regarding those who
decided to destroy Eretz Yisroel.
Channel 10 recently publicized
remarks made by the former Chief
of Staff, Moshe Yaalon, as he
sharply attacked his successor,
Dan Chalutz, who had to resign
following his failure in the second
Lebanon War.  

“Dan Chalutz brought a culture
of corruption to the IDF.  There
was a process of corruption here,
a corrupt association between
military men and politicians.
Unfortunately, Dan Chalutz had a
share in this.  He brought the spin
doctors to the army.”

“The incident involving stock
shares is serious – they heard
from the Chief of Staff speaking
positively of the situation on the
day the Stock Market fell, and
then they heard what he did.  I
can’t even imagine myself doing
such a thing.  A Chief of Staff
who immediately after a
kidnapping is preoccupied with his
stocks cannot be a role model.

“I would go to the West Bank
once in two weeks, as it is a sector
of the country that is perpetually
at war.  If six months have gone
by without the Chief of Staff
reviewing the situation on the

West Bank, what do you think,
that they’re stupid down there?
They wonder where he is and what
he is doing.  Then they find out
that he met with this businessman
and that businessman.  He has
time for businessmen while being
Chief of Staff? That is corruption.
No doubt about it.  If people
understand that in order to
succeed they have to become
buddies with the ‘son of so-and-
so’ or with Omri, they don’t want
to be in an army like that.  This
was the painful moral learned
from the victory of this corrupt
culture.  It caused damage.”

WHERE ARE THE

SECURITY EXPERTS?
By Shai Gefen

Maariv headline about signs that Syria is preparing for war



This can explain how
corruption and criminal
organizations that have penetrated
the government brought in
extraneous considerations,
including the appointment of the
Chief of Staff and the top brass in
the IDF.  If in the past, some
people thought there was logic to
their decisions and that perhaps
Israel’s security was their goal,
today we all know that their goal
is to make lots of money at the
public’s expense.  

It is important to make sure
this message gets through to the
public at large, now that we have
all been made aware of what
happened to the Disengagement
campaign and its perpetrators,
who prove that all is rotten from
top to bottom.

ROT IN THE COURT
SYSTEM

As part of the “many will be
refined and clarified and distilled,”
the justice system, the “sacred
cow,” is showing signs of
disintegration.  One must keep in
mind that the entire expulsion was
carried out with the approval of
the courts, by judges who
suddenly forgot all of the most
fundamental laws and gave their
hechsher to Sharon.  And what do
you think the courts would say if,
Heaven forbid, they demanded
that two houses in a Bedouin
settlement, built on land belonging
to the State, be moved?

Here we are, two years after
the expulsion from Gush Katif,
and we see the shockwaves going
through the justice system.  The
Minister of Justice, Daniel
Friedman, is shaking up the
foundations of that rotten system.  

Meanwhile, shocking research
was reported in the nation’s
newspaper, which was done by the
University of Haifa.  They
examined the public’s trust in the

justice system starting from the
year 2000.  Up until 7 years ago,
61% expressed trust in the courts.
This year, only 36% expressed
their faith in the system.  The
article said this drop resulted from
the court’s corrupt response to the
issue of the settlements and what
happened in Amona.

In these days of anticipating
the Geula, in the face of the
growing disgust with the court
system, we can only pray, “return
our judges as at first, and our
advisors as in the beginning, and
remove from us sorrow and
sighing.”

LIKE 33 YEARS AGO
In Maariv, under the headline,

“signs piling up,” there is a
worrisome news item about how
after forty years, the Syrian
government has removed the
Syrian roadblocks between
Damascus and Israel.  The article
goes on to say that “Intelligence
bodies are trying to understand
whether Assad’s behaviors indicate
his intentions of war or whether it
is in Syria’s best interests to
preserve the peace.”  On the side
appear reasons and quotes as to
why Syria is or isn’t preparing for

war.
The reasons pro and con are

troubling.  You need to go back 33
years in order to remember
precisely the same situation that
prevailed in the days preceding the
Yom Kippur War, when
Intelligence experts warned about
Egypt’s plans for war and about a
massive movement of troops
towards the Israeli border.
However, the politicians decided
not to react, in order to curry
favor with the world and so as not
to appear as the aggressor.

The battle between the military
and the political echelons grew
ever sharper until war broke out
on the morning of Yom Kippur,
catching the Israeli army by
surprise, stunned, and most
significantly, unprepared.

The Rebbe screamed about this
in a sicha (13 Tamuz 5739):

A few days before the war,
news came that the other side
[Egypt and Syria] had mobilized
and despite this, they [the Israeli
government] did not approve the
mobilization of the forces which
are supposed to defend Eretz
Yisroel, so that on the eve of the
holy day, there was clear
knowledge that if they did not

One must keep in mind that the entire
expulsion was carried out with the
approval of the courts, by judges who
suddenly forgot all of the most
fundamental laws and gave their
hechsher to Sharon.  And what do you
think the courts would say if, Heaven
forbid, they demanded that two houses
in a Bedouin settlement, built on land
belonging to the State, be moved?



deter them, the war would begin
on Yom Kippur.

They held a meeting on that
holy day.  Security experts
testified and said explicitly that if
they wanted to prevent a war and
spare themselves casualties, the
only way to do so was to
mobilize immediately, and to
even publicize this so they knew
that they were mobilizing,
without taking into consideration
those who are ‘fearful and
softhearted.”  The results of that
meeting were not only that they
did not mobilize, but that they
publicized that they were not
mobilizing, so they would be
kindly spoken of by the nations
of the world.

At the time, the experts said
that it will cost us in many lives,
since there cannot be war
without casualties (except for the
war of Moshe Rabbeinu,

regarding which it says, “and not
one man was missing”), that
there would be no more such war
until the coming of Moshiach –
but this did not help.  We know
who voted not to mobilize and at
the meeting itself they heard
testimony from military figures
who said that due to the security
situation they had to mobilize if
they wanted to avoid casualties.

They did the opposite of the
din in Shulchan Aruch which
says that in a situation like that,
you must follow what the
security men say (and the
obligation to listen to them is
only when they speak about
security and not what they said
at the end of the meeting, that if
so-and-so [referring to P.M.
Golda Meir] will say that for
political reasons they will not
mobilize he should agree with
her, because then he is no longer

speaking as a security expert but
as a politician, and then he has
no right to express an opinion on
issues of danger to life that have
to do with security), but they did
as the politicians said to do and
this war cost us in lives, more
than in all previous wars!

We hope that the politicians
will not prevent the army from
preparing for war and preempting
any attacks, not in order to curry
favor but in order to win and
defend those who live in the Holy
Land.

SO MUCH FOR JUSTICE
Two recent news items.  One:

“The northern faction of the
Islamic Movement in Israel, led by
Sheik Raed Salah will not be
outlawed after the Knesset
rejected a bill proposal submitted
by MK Yisroel Katz demanding
the group be banned.”

Two: The Jerusalem
Magistrates Court convicted right-
wing activist Itamar Ben-Gvir of
supporting a terror organization
and incitement to racism on
Monday. 

Ben-Gvir was found guilty of
carrying a sign saying, “Expel the
Arab enemy” (incitement to
racism) and a poster saying,
“Rabbi Kahane was right, the Arab
MKs are the fifth column”
(support for a terror
organization).

In S’dom they did it better.
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Rumor has it, and it is spread by
teachers, that the children of
shluchim are – how should I put it –
good kids; more Chassidishe, not
spoiled. Naturally, within every
group there is a range, but we are
talking about the typical child.

I’m not responsible for rumors,
not even if they have something to
do with me, a shliach… However, in
this article, I would like to point out
some benefits to life on shlichus and
perhaps all of Anash will enjoy this
too.

Among the numerous
suggestions to me by the editors,
was the idea of devoting an article,
or articles, to the topic of chinuch,
particularly chinuch when on
shlichus. I am not ashamed to say it,

who am I to counsel others? I barely
know how to tell stories and it’s a
long road between doing that and
providing educational advice. 

So what I’ll do is, I’ll tell some
anecdotes, and maybe people will
learn something from them. 

Our world is becoming more and
more open to outside influences. All
sorts of ideas and views are
exchanged between groups, religious
and secular, Chassidic, non-
Chassidic, the settler movement and
other youth movements. We Chabad
Chassidim have our derech, our
unique Chabad outlook, our
niggunim, our sichos and
maamarim, our magazines, our
events, our “entertainment” (i.e.,
farbrengens), and even our own

“Chutz LaAretz” (770). 
The problem is – and I’m

amazed each time – why do our
children find it necessary to search
for and use those things that are not
“ours”?

What can we do to make our
homes Chassidishe homes? What
can we do so that we and our
children deserve the title “Chassidim
of the Rebbe” and “Lubavitcher
Chassidim”? 

This question is ever-present
when on shlichus, but is also
something that Anash who live in
cities with a large Chabad presence
have to deal with. I remember
something that happened a few years
ago when we explained to our young
children (ages 9 and 10) that on
Chol HaMoed we wear white shirts. 

The children looked out the
window and pointed to a group of
children playing outside in Kfar
Chabad and said, “How come
Mendy and Shneur aren’t wearing
white shirts? We want to dress like
them!”

That’s when it hit me that my
children thought they were just like
Mendy and Shneur. They sometimes
played together, they met at the
grocery store or in shul, so what was
the difference? So I said, “What?!
Are we Mendy and Shneur? We
aren’t Mendy and Shneur! We are
shluchim!”

Apparently I said this with such
confidence that the children
immediately understood that we are
not Mendy and Shneur, and they
happily agreed to wear white shirts.

I personally chose this trivial
example and used exaggerated
expressions in order to express the
feeling that we need to convey, to
ourselves and to our children, those
issues that are important to us, to
the way of Chabad.

If we want our homes to be
Chassidishe homes, and we want to
raise Chassidishe children, we need
to do many special things at home

What can we do to make our homes
Chassidishe homes? What can we do so
that we and our children deserve the
title “Chassidim of the Rebbe” and
“Lubavitcher Chassidim”?

CHINUCH,

SHLUCHIM

STYLE
By Rabbi Yaakov Shmuelevitz, Shliach - Beit Shaan



so that our children constantly see
and get the message that we are
different. We are shluchim of the
Rebbe! 

Children take pride in this, on
condition of course, that they are
convinced of it. It will express itself
not only with others but at home
too. The more parents concede on
this point, the harder it will be to
persuade their children that “we are
special.”

How does a Chassidishe home
look? 

The house should be decorated
exclusively with Chassidishe
pictures: the Admurei Chabad, the
Beis HaMikdash, Chassidim
dancing, Chassidim davening,
Chassidim traveling to the Rebbe,
770, Chassidishe stickers. Pictures
with Jewish themes are fine too, like
a boy with tzitzis, a mitzva train, etc. 

A small nature picture in a corner
of the kitchen is okay but parents
who decide that the focal point in
their living room is a flower or a
ship on the ocean, should not be
surprised later when their daughter
will want to wear “artistic” clothing.

The same for publications. If the
periodicals in the home are
exclusively Chassidish, the children
will be less inclined to look for other
sorts of reading material. Every
parent will decide what they call a
Chassidishe publication and you can
discuss this with your older children
(12 and up, in my opinion). The
more Chabad Chassidish magazines,
brochures, pamphlets and books, the
better. In my house we have Beis
Moshiach, Kfar Chabad, Sichat
HaGeula, and Sichas HaShavua, as
well as HaGeula M’anyein
V’Achshavi, Hiskashrus, Yechi
HaMelech, and Torasecha
Sha’ashu’oi. We also have videos,
such as the weekly Lirot et Malkeinu
and Toras Chaim.

The Shabbos meals: I hope that
all Chassidishe parents have the
ability and desire to properly direct
the Shabbos meals. If Shabbos meals

are haphazard, this is a problem that
needs to be addressed, and not by
the school.

The father and mother (together
or separately) need to prepare the
topics for the Shabbos table before
Shabbos. They need to prepare some
stories, divrei Torah, and to include
the children in their relating what
they learned in school. The main
thing is to use every minute of the
auspicious time of Shabbos meals in
order to discuss those things that are
important to us and which we want
to convey to our children.

I’ll tell you a secret. Just as I
prepare to speak to twenty or four
hundred people, so too I prepare for
the Shabbos meals. On Friday I
decide precisely what I will be
talking about at the meal.
Sometimes I even jot down some
notes with an outline, a story, a
sicha, a nice thought, or a niggun
with the story behind it.

In short, the Shabbos meal is an
opportunity to convey important
messages to the entire family and for
making a Chassidishe home.

Riddles: When a baby begins to
talk, some mothers teach them,
“What does a cat say? Meow. What
does a cow say? Moo.” I suggest
that for parents who want
Chassidishe children, they should
start thinking of “riddles” for
children from the youngest age up
until marriageable age (and even
afterwards). I’ll give you some
examples:

Where’s the Rebbe? Here’s the
Rebbe! (pointing to the Rebbe’s
picture). Give the Rebbe a kiss.

Who can say all the Rebbeim in
order?

Who can point to the pictures of
each of the Rebbeim and say their
name?

Which of the Rebbeim do we not
have pictures of?

How does the Alter Rebbe’s
niggun start, the Mitteler Rebbe, etc.

Which Rebbeim were in
Lubavitch? Where is the gravesite of

the Alter Rebbe, etc.?
Who wrote Likkutei Torah,

Derech Mitzvosecha, Hemshech
5666?

What happened on Purim Katan
5687? What happened on Rosh
Chodesh Kislev 5738?

Who is the shliach in Argentina?
Ramat HaSharon?

How many volumes are there in
Likkutei Sichos?

There are endless possibilities.
You can ask these questions during
meals, on trips, when you put the
children to sleep or as a competition
between families when the cousins
come to visit.

You can use token prizes, but it’s
not necessary. The excitement
around the questions and answers
let the children know what is
important to their parents, and
slowly, they will enrich their
knowledge of Chabad history and
enjoy it. Presumably they will also
like showing off their knowledge in
school and they will be role models
of Chassidishe children who know
niggunim, Chassidic history,
Chassidic concepts, etc. It will spur
them on to learn more and be more
involved in Chassidic life.

To sum it up: On the one hand,
it’s hard to raise Chassidishe
children when on shlichus and to go
against the prevailing atmosphere of
the neighborhood and city. On the
other hand, on shlichus it is easy to
instill within the children the idea
that we are special because we are
shluchim. 

In other words, at first glance it
seems that we are sacrificing by
going on shlichus with children, but
the truth is that the Rebbe did us,
and our children, a big favor, and
gave us a huge gift. Thanks to
shlichus, with Hashem’s help, we
will raise a generation of shluchim
and Chassidim, proud and loyal,
children who “they recognized Him
first,” and they will stand in the
front row to greet the Rebbe
MH”M, soon, now!



At the farbrengen of Shabbos
Parshas Pinchas in 770, towards
the end of the farbrengen, one of
the people there asked if he could
tell about an event that happened
to him. 

He is Lubavitcher from Miami
who works in drug rehab. About a
year and a half ago, he was
working the nightshift. One of his
coworkers that night was a 63-
year-old women, originally from
the Caribbean. 

About 11:30 PM the phone
rang and she picked up. After
speaking for a while she put down
the phone, and he noticed that
she was very emotional. He asked
her what was wrong. She
answered that she just got a call
from the hospital. Her
granddaughter had an accident
and was in intensive care. It
seems that she was driving a car,
when all of the sudden she let out
a scream and passed out. 

The passenger in the car
steered it to the side of the road

and called for help. In the hospital
they discovered that she had a
heart problem that caused her to
pass out. 

The Lubavitcher wasn’t sure if
he should say anything. Finally he
told her, “There is a rabbi who
runs the whole world. And he
gives blessings and miracles can
happen. If you want, I can ask a
blessing for your granddaughter.”
She answered Yes. 

He added: “But you also have
to make a vessel to receive the
blessing. You should commit
yourself to give charity to an
organization, like the heart fund.”
She agreed.

He then proceeded to go on
line at www.igrotkodesh.com to
ask for a bracha. He put in the
women’s daughter’s name and the
name of her father. He then got
an answer on one side of the page
that said, one should not give up
hope. On the other side of the
page, it talked about a body and a
soul. 

Just then the phone rang again
and she picked it up. She turned
to the Lubavitcher and told him
that the doctor was on the line,
and said that her granddaughter
was brain dead, and they wanted
her permission to disconnect the
machines. The Lubavitcher
thought for a minute and said,
“Tell the doctors to wait three
days” (not knowing why he said
that), which she did. He then
printed out the answer, and after
work went home.

This was on a Tuesday. Friday
night was the end of the three
days.  He didn’t come back to
work until Sunday. When he came
in he saw the women and was
afraid to ask her what happened.
He finally asked her how her
granddaughter was. 

The woman responded: “Your
Rabbi did a miracle. On the third
day my granddaughter sat up in
her bed. The nurse saw the
comatose person sitting up in bed,
and ran out of the room to find
the doctor. The doctor came in
and examined her, and said that
she had recovered!” 

The lady remained in the
recovery room for two weeks,
during which she kept a picture of
the Rebbe on her bed. After two
weeks she was released. Two
months later she got married,
having no physical problems! 

The Lubavitcher thought for a minute
and said, “Tell the doctors to wait three
days” (not knowing why he said that),
which she did. He then printed out the
answer, and after work went home.

SHE GOT UP ON

THE THIRD DAY
Shlomo Grossman




