

















deter them, the war would begin
on Yom Kippur.

They held a meeting on that
holy day. Security experts
testified and said explicitly that if
they wanted to prevent a war and
spare themselves casualties, the
only way to do so was to
mobilize immediately, and to
even publicize this so they knew
that they were mobilizing,
without taking into consideration
those who are ‘fearful and
softhearted.” The results of that
meeting were not only that they
did not mobilize, but that they
publicized that they were not
mobilizing, so they would be
kindly spoken of by the nations
of the world.

At the time, the experts said
that it will cost us in many lives,
since there cannot be war
without casualties (except for the
war of Moshe Rabbeinu,

regarding which it says, “and not
one man was missing”), that
there would be no more such war
until the coming of Moshiach —
but this did not help. We know
who voted not to mobilize and at
the meeting itself they heard
testimony from military figures
who said that due to the security
situation they had to mobilize if
they wanted to avoid casualties.
They did the opposite of the
din in Shulchan Aruch which
says that in a situation like that,
you must follow what the
security men say (and the
obligation to listen to them is
only when they speak about
security and not what they said
at the end of the meeting, that if
so-and-so [referring to P.M.
Golda Meir] will say that for
political reasons they will not
mobilize he should agree with
her, because then he is no longer
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speaking as a security expert but
as a politician, and then he has
no right to express an opinion on
issues of danger to life that have
to do with security), but they did
as the politicians said to do and
this war cost us in lives, more
than in all previous wars!

We hope that the politicians
will not prevent the army from
preparing for war and preempting
any attacks, not in order to curry
favor but in order to win and
defend those who live in the Holy
Land.

SO MUCH FOR JUSTICE

Two recent news items. One:
“The northern faction of the
Islamic Movement in Israel, led by
Sheik Raed Salah will not be
outlawed after the Knesset
rejected a bill proposal submitted
by MK Yisroel Katz demanding
the group be banned.”

Two: The Jerusalem
Magistrates Court convicted right-
wing activist Itamar Ben-Gvir of
supporting a terror organization
and incitement to racism on
Monday.

Ben-Gvir was found guilty of
carrying a sign saying, “Expel the
Arab enemy” (incitement to
racism) and a poster saying,
“Rabbi Kahane was right, the Arab
MKs are the fifth column”
(support for a terror
organization).

In S’dom they did it better.

1640-1710 AM
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CHINUCH,

SHLUCHIM

STYLE

By Rabbi Yaakov Shmuelevitz, Shliach - Beit Shaan

What can we do to make our homes
Chassidishe homes? What can we do so
that we and our children deserve the
title “Chassidim of the Rebbe” and
“Lubavitcher Chassidim”?

Rumor has it, and it is spread by
teachers, that the children of
shluchim are — how should I put it —
good kids; more Chassidishe, not
spoiled. Naturally, within every
group there is a range, but we are
talking about the typical child.

I’'m not responsible for rumors,
not even if they have something to
do with me, a shliach... However, in
this article, I would like to point out
some benefits to life on shlichus and
perhaps all of Anash will enjoy this
too.

Among the numerous
suggestions to me by the editors,
was the idea of devoting an article,
or articles, to the topic of chinuch,
particularly chinuch when on
shlichus. I am not ashamed to say it,

who am | to counsel others? I barely
know how to tell stories and it’s a
long road between doing that and
providing educational advice.

So what I’ll do is, I'll tell some
anecdotes, and maybe people will
learn something from them.

Our world is becoming more and
more open to outside influences. All
sorts of ideas and views are
exchanged between groups, religious
and secular, Chassidic, non-
Chassidic, the settler movement and
other youth movements. We Chabad
Chassidim have our derech, our
unique Chabad outlook, our
niggunim, our sichos and
maamarim, our magazines, our
events, our “entertainment” (i.e.,
farbrengens), and even our own

“Chutz LaAretz” (770).

The problem is — and I'm
amazed each time — why do our
children find it necessary to search
for and use those things that are not
“ours”?

What can we do to make our
homes Chassidishe homes? What
can we do so that we and our
children deserve the title “Chassidim
of the Rebbe” and “Lubavitcher
Chassidim”?

This question is ever-present
when on shlichus, but is also
something that Anash who live in
cities with a large Chabad presence
have to deal with. I remember
something that happened a few years
ago when we explained to our young
children (ages 9 and 10) that on
Chol HaMoed we wear white shirts.

The children looked out the
window and pointed to a group of
children playing outside in Kfar
Chabad and said, “How come
Mendy and Shneur aren’t wearing
white shirts? We want to dress like
them!”

That’s when it hit me that my
children thought they were just like
Mendy and Shneur. They sometimes
played together, they met at the
grocery store or in shul, so what was
the difference? So I said, “What?!
Are we Mendy and Shneur? We
aren’t Mendy and Shneur! We are
shluchim!”

Apparently I said this with such
confidence that the children
immediately understood that we are
not Mendy and Shneur, and they
happily agreed to wear white shirts.

I personally chose this trivial
example and used exaggerated
expressions in order to express the
feeling that we need to convey, to
ourselves and to our children, those
issues that are important to us, to
the way of Chabad.

If we want our homes to be
Chassidishe homes, and we want to
raise Chassidishe children, we need
to do many special things at home
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so that our children constantly see
and get the message that we are
different. We are shluchim of the
Rebbe!

Children take pride in this, on
condition of course, that they are
convinced of it. It will express itself
not only with others but at home
too. The more parents concede on
this point, the harder it will be to
persuade their children that “we are
special.”

How does a Chassidishe home
look?

The house should be decorated
exclusively with Chassidishe
pictures: the Admurei Chabad, the
Beis HaMikdash, Chassidim
dancing, Chassidim davening,
Chassidim traveling to the Rebbe,
770, Chassidishe stickers. Pictures
with Jewish themes are fine too, like
a boy with tzitzis, a mitzva train, etc.

A small nature picture in a corner
of the kitchen is okay but parents
who decide that the focal point in
their living room is a flower or a
ship on the ocean, should not be
surprised later when their daughter
will want to wear “artistic” clothing.

The same for publications. If the
periodicals in the home are
exclusively Chassidish, the children
will be less inclined to look for other
sorts of reading material. Every
parent will decide what they call a
Chassidishe publication and you can
discuss this with your older children
(12 and up, in my opinion). The
more Chabad Chassidish magazines,
brochures, pamphlets and books, the
better. In my house we have Beis
Moshiach, Kfar Chabad, Sichat
HaGeula, and Sichas HaShavua, as
well as HaGeula M’anyein
V’Achshavi, Hiskashrus, Yechi
HaMelech, and Torasecha
Sha’ashu’oi. We also have videos,
such as the weekly Lirot et Malkeinu
and Toras Chaim.

The Shabbos meals: I hope that
all Chassidishe parents have the
ability and desire to properly direct
the Shabbos meals. If Shabbos meals

are haphazard, this is a problem that
needs to be addressed, and not by
the school.

The father and mother (together
or separately) need to prepare the
topics for the Shabbos table before
Shabbos. They need to prepare some
stories, divrei Torah, and to include
the children in their relating what
they learned in school. The main
thing is to use every minute of the
auspicious time of Shabbos meals in
order to discuss those things that are
important to us and which we want
to convey to our children.

I’ll tell you a secret. Just as |
prepare to speak to twenty or four
hundred people, so too I prepare for
the Shabbos meals. On Friday |
decide precisely what I will be
talking about at the meal.
Sometimes I even jot down some
notes with an outline, a story, a
sicha, a nice thought, or a niggun
with the story behind it.

In short, the Shabbos meal is an
opportunity to convey important
messages to the entire family and for
making a Chassidishe home.

Riddles: When a baby begins to
talk, some mothers teach them,
“What does a cat say? Meow. What
does a cow say? Moo.” I suggest
that for parents who want
Chassidishe children, they should
start thinking of “riddles” for
children from the youngest age up
until marriageable age (and even
afterwards). I'll give you some
examples:

Where’s the Rebbe? Here’s the
Rebbe! (pointing to the Rebbe’s
picture). Give the Rebbe a kiss.

Who can say all the Rebbeim in
order?

Who can point to the pictures of
each of the Rebbeim and say their
name?

Which of the Rebbeim do we not
have pictures of?

How does the Alter Rebbe’s
niggun start, the Mitteler Rebbe, etc.

Which Rebbeim were in
Lubavitch? Where is the gravesite of
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the Alter Rebbe, etc.?

Who wrote Likkutei Torah,
Derech Mitzvosecha, Hemshech
56667

What happened on Purim Katan
5687? What happened on Rosh
Chodesh Kislev 57387

Who is the shliach in Argentina?
Ramat HaSharon?

How many volumes are there in
Likkutei Sichos?

There are endless possibilities.
You can ask these questions during
meals, on trips, when you put the
children to sleep or as a competition
between families when the cousins
come to visit.

You can use token prizes, but it’s
not necessary. The excitement
around the questions and answers
let the children know what is
important to their parents, and
slowly, they will enrich their
knowledge of Chabad history and
enjoy it. Presumably they will also
like showing off their knowledge in
school and they will be role models
of Chassidishe children who know
niggunim, Chassidic history,
Chassidic concepts, etc. It will spur
them on to learn more and be more
involved in Chassidic life.

To sum it up: On the one hand,
it’s hard to raise Chassidishe
children when on shlichus and to go
against the prevailing atmosphere of
the neighborhood and city. On the
other hand, on shlichus it is easy to
instill within the children the idea
that we are special because we are
shluchim.

In other words, at first glance it
seems that we are sacrificing by
going on shlichus with children, but
the truth is that the Rebbe did us,
and our children, a big favor, and
gave us a huge gift. Thanks to
shlichus, with Hashem’s help, we
will raise a generation of shluchim
and Chassidim, proud and loyal,
children who “they recognized Him
first,” and they will stand in the
front row to greet the Rebbe
MH”M, soon, now!



miracle story

SHE GOT UP ON
THE THIRD DAY

Shlomo Grossman

The Lubavitcher thought for a minute
and said, “Tell the doctors to wait three
days” (not knowing why he said that),
which she did. He then printed out the
answer, and after work went home.

At the farbrengen of Shabbos
Parshas Pinchas in 770, towards
the end of the farbrengen, one of
the people there asked if he could
tell about an event that happened
to him.

He is Lubavitcher from Miami
who works in drug rehab. About a
year and a half ago, he was
working the nightshift. One of his
coworkers that night was a 63-
year-old women, originally from
the Caribbean.

About 11:30 PM the phone
rang and she picked up. After
speaking for a while she put down
the phone, and he noticed that
she was very emotional. He asked
her what was wrong. She
answered that she just got a call
from the hospital. Her
granddaughter had an accident
and was in intensive care. It
seems that she was driving a car,
when all of the sudden she let out
a scream and passed out.

The passenger in the car
steered it to the side of the road

and called for help. In the hospital
they discovered that she had a
heart problem that caused her to
pass out.

The Lubavitcher wasn’t sure if
he should say anything. Finally he
told her, “There is a rabbi who
runs the whole world. And he
gives blessings and miracles can
happen. If you want, I can ask a
blessing for your granddaughter.”
She answered Yes.

He added: “But you also have
to make a vessel to receive the
blessing. You should commit
yourself to give charity to an
organization, like the heart fund.”
She agreed.

He then proceeded to go on
line at www.igrotkodesh.com to
ask for a bracha. He put in the
women’s daughter’s name and the
name of her father. He then got
an answer on one side of the page
that said, one should not give up
hope. On the other side of the
page, it talked about a body and a
soul.

Just then the phone rang again
and she picked it up. She turned
to the Lubavitcher and told him
that the doctor was on the line,
and said that her granddaughter
was brain dead, and they wanted
her permission to disconnect the
machines. The Lubavitcher
thought for a minute and said,
“Tell the doctors to wait three
days” (not knowing why he said
that), which she did. He then
printed out the answer, and after
work went home.

This was on a Tuesday. Friday
night was the end of the three
days. He didn’t come back to
work until Sunday. When he came
in he saw the women and was
afraid to ask her what happened.
He finally asked her how her
granddaughter was.

The woman responded: “Your
Rabbi did a miracle. On the third
day my granddaughter sat up in
her bed. The nurse saw the
comatose person sitting up in bed,
and ran out of the room to find
the doctor. The doctor came in
and examined her, and said that
she had recovered!”

The lady remained in the
recovery room for two weeks,
during which she kept a picture of
the Rebbe on her bed. After two
weeks she was released. Two
months later she got married,
having no physical problems!
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