




farbrengen was organized
immediately. Rabbi Raskin said that
when the Rebbe sends, you should
be happy and give a positive answer
as soon as possible.

R’ Minkowitz: R’ Raskin told us
that apparently it was the Rebbe
himself who had selected the
bachurim on the list since the
hanhala had not been asked to
prepare a list of bachurim to go on
shlichus. He also pointed out the
fact that there was no common
denominator among the bachurim
who had been chosen. Some were
baalei nigleh, some baalei
Chassidus. Each one was different.
You can see, said R’ Raskin, that
these are choices from “Above.” 

That night, R’ Klein called me
over to a corner and asked me what

had taken place in R’ Chadakov’s
office. I told him in general terms
what we had heard and it turned
out that even he did not know what
it was about. The Rebbe personally
dealt with it and even the
secretaries did not know too many
details.

We immediately agreed, happily,
thrilled to be the Rebbe’s shluchim.
We still, however, had to speak to
our parents and we had to get
medical clearance. The next
morning we rushed to Dr. Seligson
to get his okay. He was davening at
length in Gan Eden HaTachton,
near the Rebbe’s room. When he
finished davening at 11:30, I went
over to him and told him about the
shlichus and the condition that we
had to get medical approval.

Dr. Seligson asked me whether I
had ever been seriously sick. I told
him that I had not. He then asked
me to take off my glasses. He
looked into my eyes and said, “You
can travel.”

R’ Majeski and R’ Morosov
(smiling): The same thing
happened with us. Since our
shlichus, this point never came up,
but apparently we all underwent the
same medical exam … Within 15
seconds we had the medical
approval to travel.

SPECIAL FARBRENGEN
R’ Majeski: Four bachurim

managed to submit a letter with
their agreement, their parents’
agreement, and medical approval
the next day, Friday. Two others
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told R’ Chadakov on Shabbos
morning. Two bachurim, for
various reasons, did not join the
group, so we were six in all.

When the Rebbe heard this he
said, “Nu, there should be a
farbrengen.” In those days there
wasn’t a farbrengen every Shabbos
and this was something special.
During the farbrengen, the Rebbe
spoke about the shlichus and
compared us to the shluchim that
the Mitteler Rebbe sent to Eretz
Yisroel. 

The Rebbe said that when the
Mitteler Rebbe sent Chassidim, they
said, “What will be with
Chassidus?” The Mitteler Rebbe
answered that he would send them
his Chassidus in writing. 

The Rebbe asked: Chassidus is
one thing, but what about seeing
the Rebbe? The Rebbe explained
that just as produce cannot be eaten
in the seventh year even though it
was sown previously and not in the
seventh year, the halacha is that it is
as though it was planted now. So
too with the shluchim, although
during the shlichus they will miss
out on seeing the Rebbe, still, since
they had already seen the Rebbe,
even while on shlichus they could
picture the Rebbe and this would
accomplish everything. Regarding
the shluchim to Australia, the
Rebbe added, there was an
advantage in that when the shlichus
was over we could see each other
again.

During the sicha the Rebbe
blessed us in a very special way.
Among other things, the Rebbe
said, “There needs to be, ‘his
reputation extends to all the
countries,’ and therefore, when the
time comes to send to a distant
corner of the world in order to
work there and bring the
wellsprings of Chassidus there, it
has to be in a way of ‘his reputation
goes out to all the countries.’”

Then the Rebbe said, “The trip

should be with exceedingly
outstanding success, completely
beyond the natural order. You shall
sanctify Hashem’s name in public.
May you succeed in the study of
Nigleh and Chassidus and the
punctilious fulfillment of mitzvos, in
good health, and may you bring
back sparks from there, neshamos,
birurim, and inyanim, etc. May the
fruits blossom, etc. …in a way of
‘u’faratzta west and east and north
and south.’”

After the sicha, they began to
sing “U’faratzta,” and we went over
(including the two bachurim who
still did not know whether they
were going) and got mashke from
the Rebbe. Afterwards, the Rebbe
stood and danced in place as he
clapped his hands with great joy.

R’ Morosov: The Rebbe also
spoke about Shmita fruits in the
maamer, “And you shall make an
incense altar,” at the beginning of
the farbrengen. The Rebbe’s
maamer was based on a maamer of
the Tzemach Tzedek.

Afterwards, the Rebbe said the
mammer should be prepared for
printing as a special kuntres. The
kuntres wasn’t actually printed at
that time but the Rebbe gave us the
galleys of the maamer at the
yechidus before the trip.

YECHIDUS AND
ANOTHER YECHIDUS
R’ Majeski: After Shabbos,

when the Rebbe revealed that these
were his shluchim, and the other
amazing things we heard at the
farbrengen, a week and a half
passed without our being told
anything further. It was first on
Tuesday, 18 Adar that we were
called back to R’ Chadakov’s office.
This time only the six bachurim
who were traveling were called. R’
Chadakov told us to leave the
following Monday.

R’ Morosov: R’ Chadakov said
that we should really leave

immediately but since we did not
have the necessary paperwork, it
would take a few days to arrange.
He told us to get a passport, a visa
for Australia, and an exit permit
from the US by Friday. 

At that time, there was a
mandatory draft in the US and as
divinity students, we were exempt
from serving in the army. However,
in order to leave the country we
needed permission.

R’ Minkowitz: Since students
who wanted to study in Australia
had to undergo extensive medical
testing before getting a visa,
something which could delay the
shlichus for a few weeks, it was
decided that we would go as
tourists. Afterwards, we would
change our status in order to get a
student visa.

When we went with the Rebbe’s
shliach to Australia, R’ Yitzchok
Groner, to the Interior Ministry in
Melbourne, in order to get stamped
for student visas, the clerk asked:
Didn’t you come here as students?

When R’ Groner said we had
come as tourists and now we
wanted to stay and study, she said:
I read in the papers that you came
in order to strengthen the yeshiva…

Apparently, our arrival had
garnered headlines in the general
newspapers and it was so unusual
that months later the clerk
remembered it well. She finally
agreed to change our visas and we
were approved as students.

R’ Morosov: On Sunday, in the
middle of learning, R’ Chadakov
called us and said that the Rebbe
wanted us to see him that evening
for a special yechidus.

We were taken by surprise. In
those years it was customary for
bachurim to have yechidus only on
their birthday. We did not imagine
that we would have yechidus and
we were not properly prepared. 

Some members of the group ran
off to the only mikva that was open



at that time, the Bobover mikva. We
arrived right after they changed the
water and it was freezing cold. We
hastily immersed and rushed back
to 770.

R’ Minkowitz: Before the
yechidus I told my cousin, Meir
Minkowitz about it and he got me a
small tape recorder which recorded
on thin wire (this was smaller than
the reel to reel tape recorders of the
time). I brought it in with me and
since it was a long yechidus, it was
only thanks to this that we were
able to review the entire yechidus. 

The night after the yechidus I
sat with R’ Kaplan a”h and we
wrote up notes of the yechidus,
which we submitted to the Rebbe
the next morning.

At the beginning of the yechidus
the Rebbe said that the main
purpose in traveling was to bring
the “mitzva is a candle and Torah is
light,” to make them Chassidim of
the Alter Rebbe and the Rebbe
Rayatz, and for this there was “an
arousal from Above,” and therefore
we were being sent as talmidim who
saw the Rebbe Rayatz and heard
from the Rebbe Rayatz…

Although we did not all see the
Rebbe Rayatz, we had all been born
before Yud Shevat 5710, so we
were connected, to some extent, to

the Rebbe Rayatz.
R’ Majeski: During the

yechidus, the Rebbe emphasized
that the main point of our shlichus
was simply to sit and learn
diligently and to be role models of
how a talmid of a Chabad yeshiva is
supposed to look. The Rebbe
stressed that spreading the
wellsprings and other activities were
to take place only in our free time
and not take away from our
s’darim.

The Rebbe said that our role
was to illuminate Melbourne with
the light of Torah and to transform
all of Australia into a place of Torah
and “a Chassidishe country.” The
Rebbe also said that our job was
also to affect the N’shei U’Bnos
Chabad, obviously not directly but
by a general awakening.

At the end of the yechidus, the
Rebbe gave us three bottles of
mashke and noted that since this
was mashke from self-sacrificing
Jews (i.e., Jews from Russia), they
would inspire self-sacrifice. The
Rebbe said that we should
distribute the mashke at the
Gutnick-Feldman wedding, which
took place shortly after our arrival
in Australia. Thus we got a direct
invitation from the Rebbe to the
wedding.

The Rebbe gave us the galleys of
the maamer of the Tzemach
Tzedek, as well as dollars for
tz’daka. The Rebbe praised our
parents, who gave their consent to
our traveling.

That night we participated in a
farbrengen with our friends and all
the members of the hanhala. R’
Chadakov, who also joined the
farbrengen, said that on that day,
24 Adar I, the Rebbe Rayatz began
preparing for his trip to the US.

Our flight was the next day,
Monday, at five in the afternoon. In
an unusual move, the Rebbe moved
up Mincha to 2:15 so we could
daven in his minyan. After the
davening, the Rebbe suddenly
announced that he wanted us to
come to see him again.

When we all entered, the Rebbe
said: Regarding what was said
about conquering Australia – that
does not need to be publicized just
yet because the balabatim are not
yet ready to hear this.

The Rebbe mentioned the fact
that Rabbi Eliyahu Yochil Simpson
was traveling with us to Australia
(for his grandson, Pinchas
Feldman’s wedding). Actually,
because of his advanced age, he
began the trip the day before and
we met in the airport in Honolulu,

The Rebbe emphasized that the main
point of our shlichus was simply to sit
and learn diligently and to be role
models of how a talmid of a Chabad
yeshiva is supposed to look. The Rebbe
stressed that spreading the wellsprings
and other activities were to take place
only in our free time and not take away
from our s’darim.

--Rabbi Shloma Majeski



from where we continued together
to Australia. The Rebbe said that R’
Simpson, who was one of the older
Chassidim, and one of those who
helped found Yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim would guide us. If we had
questions, we could ask him.

Before we left, the Rebbe said:
Go in peace and joy and here is a
Tanya for each of you, and the
Rebbe gave each of us a Tanya.

R’ Minkowitz: The Rebbe said
all the talmidim of the yeshiva
should accompany us to the airport,
so in the middle of the day the zal
emptied out and all the talmidim
and the staff boarded buses to
accompany us.

The Rebbe also came out to
accompany us and although it was
raining, the Rebbe stood in the
doorway of 770 until we all left. In
the picture that was taken at the
time, you see the Rebbe standing
alone with R’ Chadakov and R’
Yisroel Sossover on the side (see
picture). The rest were on the bus.

When we arrived at the airport,
R’ Kaplan reviewed a sicha of the
Rebbe and then everybody danced
and sang, “Taiere Bridder - Dear
Brothers.”

On our stop in Honolulu we met
R’ Simpson and continued on to
Australia. When we arrived at the
airport in Melbourne, we were
greeted by an enthusiastic crowd of
Anash. On our drive to the yeshiva,
I traveled with R’ Majeski in R’
Yitzchok Groner’s car. On the way
he told us that since our
accommodations for sleeping had
not been finalized, we would be
sleeping at the home of R’ Zalman
Serebryanski.

I said: We didn’t come here to
sleep by balabatim. We can sleep on
a bench too. There are surely
benches in the yeshiva and we will
sleep there. There is no way that we
will sleep in the home of a balabus!

By nightfall he had arranged a
temporary dormitory and that’s

where we slept. The next day, 27
Adar I, we began the morning with
Chassidus in our new yeshiva.

ON SHLICHUS
R’ Morosov: Those who have

recently traveled to Australia know
that it’s a long trip. Despite the
distance however, you can stay in
touch with the world via telephone.
Yet this wasn’t the case when we
went to Australia. Back then,
Australia was really the ends of the
earth.

A phone call from Australia to
the US cost a fortune. In order to
make a call, you first had to call the
operator to arrange a time with the
central switchboard. The minimum
cost was $12, the equivalent of
about $100 nowadays. For this
amount of money you could speak
for 3 minutes. There was a charge
of $3 for each additional minute.

Naturally, we couldn’t make
phone calls at this price and during
our stay in Australia, which lasted
two years, we had hardly any direct
contact with our families and
friends in the US.

R’ Minkowitz: The only time I
called home was when my
grandfather, R’ Peretz Chein, left
Russia and arrived in New York. I
called to speak to him for the first
time in my life. I remember that we
spoke for exactly three minutes.

One of the only times that we
spoke on the phone with our
friends was a week after we arrived.
On the Shabbos after we arrived,
Shabbos Parshas P’kudei, the
Rebbe spoke about us at the
farbrengen in wondrous terms, and
our friend, R’ Avrohom Gerlitzky,
couldn’t hold back from calling us
right after Shabbos to report to us.

In that sicha, the Rebbe
discussed the Chassidic explanation
of the words, “and you will be
remembered since your place will
be empty” – that one’s absence
makes people remember them, “that

specifically by ‘your place will be
empty,’ i.e., the bittul and
fulfillment of the shlichus, then ‘you
will be remembered,’ i.e., you will
gain in importance to Hashem and
‘His servant the prophets.’ And
since the time of the removal of
prophecy, this is through our
Rebbeim – up to Nasi Doreinu. 

The Rebbe also said: Now is the
time to mention, for goodness and
blessing and outstanding success,
the bachurim-shluchim, who
nullified themselves and traveled
overseas to spread Judaism and
spread the wellsprings, and they did
so joyously.

“Those who went,” emphasized
the Rebbe, “are not yet 20, and they
saw the Rebbe, my father-in-law,
only as little children, and at least
on a rational level, they did not
merit to have much invested into
them. Nevertheless, they went,
happily, without p’shetlach.
Through them the intent of
‘spreading the wellsprings outward’
will be carried out and they will
bring Moshiach.”

“Very soon,” said the Rebbe,
“when Moshiach comes they will be
the first to greet him, ‘the youth
will shame their elders’ – and all
will follow after them.”

Afterwards we found out that on
Purim too, the Rebbe spoke about
the shlichus and drawing a parallel
to Achashverosh, who sent
emissaries to the islands to collect
taxes, noted that we were sent to
establish a yeshiva g’dola in
Melbourne and to transform the
Australian “islands” into places of
Torah and Judaism. In this, said the
Rebbe, is expressed the greatness of
the king.

Naturally, every time we heard
about the special importance that
the Rebbe attributed to our
shlichus, it inspired us to increase
in all aspects of our shlichus with a
sense of responsibility for the vital
task entrusted to us.

[To be continued be”H]



In the week preceding the second
anniversary of the shameless, willful
destruction of Gush Katif, a group of
women from Nitzan and Yad
Benjamin refugee camps, together
with a group of women from Kfar
Chabad, gathered in Nitzan to share
emotions and attempt to ease the
pain of the wounds inflicted by the
Disengagement, wounds that deepen
from year to year. 

The Hebrew date of the
Disengagement cause the memories
of the destruction of Gush Katif to
correspond with the Nine Days.
Spokeswoman for Gush
Katif/Nitzan, Mrs. Rachel Saperstein
doesn’t hide from the truth, “We
have all been in serious depression
during these Nine Days leading up to

Tisha B’Av, the time of the
destruction of the Beit HaMikdash
and of course the expulsion from
Gush Katif.”

To address the group meeting in
Nitzan, Gush Katif Chabad Shlucha
Mrs. Tzipporah Kirshenzaft invited
Mrs. Miryam Swerdlov of Crown
Heights. Mrs. Swerdlov is a seasoned
speaker and not easily intimidated,
yet she admitted that while preparing
her presentation for this event she
was concerned that she would not
know how to show honor to this
particular audience. “These women
made a sacrifice in front of the whole
world,” said Mrs. Swerdlov, “and
they did it in a way that showed the
world they stood by their values. I
have had hardships in my life. I was

a teenager when I lost my mother, I
have a handicapped son, Gimmel
Tammuz… But whatever I have
suffered it does not compare to what
these people have been through.
These people are unbelievable.”

Mrs. Swerdlov explained to the
women that as the Jewish people are
mourning the Temple during these
weeks, Chabad Chassidim are doing
all they can, within halacha, to
rebuild the Temple spiritually. For
example, they hold permitted joyous
gatherings, assembling to celebrate
the completion of study of a portion
of the Torah or Talmud and by
participating in daily study of the
laws concerning the Beis HaMikdash
in preparation for the coming of
Moshiach. 

Establishing one’s own Mikdash
Me’at (Miniature Temple), the
private place for Hashem in the
Jewish home and the Jewish heart,
was the focus of the evening.
Although she could not rebuild their
homes for them physically, Mrs.
Swerdlov did her best to guide them
to rebuilding the character of their
homes.

The presentation explored the
rooms in the Beis HaMikdash
showing how each room represented
a challenge in today’s world. The
first room in the Ezras Nashim, the
grand entrance hall of the Beis
HaMikdash, was called Lishkas
HaEitzim. This is where all the wood
for the sacrifices was carefully
checked to make sure it was free of
worms. To build a Mikdash Me’ at,
the Jewish woman, as the pillar of
the home, checks what comes into
her home to make sure it is pure.
The example used was publications.
The written words and images that
come into the modern home should
be examined to make sure they are
suitable for a Mikdash Me’ at.

The next room was for Metzorim,
those who were afflicted for having
spoken Lashon Hara. There were
signs to this room, so that no one
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would have to embarrass themselves
by asking where it was. None of us
are totally pure, we all know our own
shortcomings; we know and Hashem
knows. Our efforts to change and
improve are to be private. We need
not let anyone else know about it. In
fact, one is not allowed to speak
badly about themselves. 

The room where the oil was kept
represents efforts in Kashrus. It is
not enough that food has a hechsher,
it should be a hechsher from a
reliable source. 

Each point made was presented
according to Chassidus. The words
came from the heart and entered the
heart. The open tears and plentiful
laughter at the appropriate times
attested to that. The concluding story
illustrated an ultimate sacrifice for
Hashem and the reward that is sure

to come. The women were inspired
and encouraged. They have
sacrificed – now is time for their
reward. 

Co-organizer of the evening,
Mrs. Yehudis Piamenta of Kfar
Chabad praised Mrs. Swerdlov’s
lively sense of humor. “Her sense of
humor lures in her audience. Lots of
women came. We laughed together,
we cried together, we sang
together.” Seminary girls from
Swerdlow’s summer program came
along with her and led the singing of
niggunim. 

The event was part of an ongoing
program that women in Kfar Chabad
are responsible for, together with
Mrs. Kirshenzaft, to raise the spirits
of the Gush Katif refugees. It is
actually a global network of efforts,
as the fundraising is done by a group

of women in Crown Heights.
“Whereas other groups are capable
of sponsoring material goods for the
refugees, we women of Chabad feel
that our job is to do what we do best
– to reach out to individuals and
share the Chabad philosophy of
resilience,” explained one of the
Crown Heights supporters who
wishes to remain anonymous. 

During the month of Shvat, the
group made an event in Sderot. A
van of Gush Katif women came
along with the Kfar Chabad women.
Sderot Shlucha Mrs. Seema Pizma
said that months later the women
who attended are still talking about
it. The Sderot event came at a time
when the bombings were very
intense. Women called their rabbis to
ask if it was permitted to go out at
night or would they be risking their

lives when not permitted. Many
women arrived by army escort. The
women for Kfar Chabad had also
asked their rav before they came. It
was a time when visitors to Sderot
were scarce and the local women
appreciated that Chabad women
were thinking of them. Two hundred
and fifty women from Sderot came
to the event.

Mrs. Pizam tells the story of how
she was so despondent. Her city was
being bombed (and still is), people
were leaving (and still are), she
wanted to help in some way but she
had no money (and still has none.)
She was beginning to wonder about
her shlichus. She seemed to have hit
the bottom. She wanted a sign that
she and her family should continue
in their work in their place, so she

put a letter into the Igros Kodesh. 
The very next day, Mrs. Pizam

received a call from Mrs. Piamenta in
Kfar Chabad. Mrs. Piamenta
explained that she and the women of
Kfar Chabad wanted to host and
event in Sderot. They would pay all
the expenses and do all the
organizing. Mrs. Pizam would be
responsible to bring the ladies of
Sderot. 

Mrs. Pizam recalls all the cakes
being homemade and they were
“M’od, M’od Tov,” exceptionally
good. “Mrs. Kirshenzaft spoke at the
event in Sderot,” said Mrs. Pizam.
“She spoke about how she and her
family lived four years sustaining
four thousand rocket attacks and
how her family was hit three times.
One time her husband was
hospitalized with considerable
injuries. There was mutual
understanding. The women were
crying, they were very touched and
felt connected in a way others cannot
understand.”

Organizers, speakers and
fundraisers participate in these
projects on a volunteer basis in
addition to their personal
responsibilities. In true Chabad
tradition, they do not feel
comfortable resting after a job well
done. Following the pre-Tisha B’Av
event in Nitzan, Mrs. Saperstein
wrote in an email, “I am especially
grateful to Chabad for their loyalty to
the people of Gush Katif before,
during, and after the expulsion…
Miryam Swerdlov told us to rejoice,
to pick up the pieces of our lives and
go forward. She was funny, sincere,
loving, and uplifting all at once. I
plan to go to other Chabad
evenings.” 

“These are righteous women, we
cannot let them down,” said Mrs.
Piamenta. “We already have plans for
another farbrengen and are
considering making a special
Simchas Beis HaShoeva in Nitzan,
like we did last year.” 

“Her sense of humor lures in her
audience. Lots of women came. We
laughed together, we cried together, we
sang together.” 



I heard this story at a farbrengen
the other night:

The names were called out of the
inmates of the concentration camp
that should come forward. They

were then led to a gas chamber.
Once inside, one Jew grabbed
another, and started dancing. The
other Jews, seeing this, joined in,
until they were all dancing in a

circle. 
The guards yelled out for

everyone to stop dancing. But they
were ignored by the happy dancers. 

Finally in exasperation, the
guards asked one of the dancers
what they were so happy about. He
answered that they were now going
to leave this terrible world and go to
a much better place.

The guards hearing this got so
angry that they opened the doors
and “forced” everyone out.

Just then, shells started exploding
around them. It was from the
American army that had come to
liberate the camp. The dancing
prisoners were all saved!

THE POWER 

OF SIMCHA
By Shlomo Grossman

NEW RELEASE:
In order to better accommodate one's personal schedules, Bnos Rabbeinu High School in Chicago
has addded a new play-back feature to their on-going Wednesday shiur on Moshiach & Geula based
on the teachhing of the Lubavitcher Rebbe Melech Hamoshiach.

This class can now be heard anytime during the week  by dialing (641)715-3468 followed by
pressing the access code 1022185#. 

For those able to listen too the class live on Wednesdays  (Chicago time 9 PM), the new number is
(712) 775-7100, with the accesss code 1022185#.

This class is given by Bnos Rabbeinu's principal, the internationally renowned educcator, Tsyrl
Turen.

Those wishing to receive a weekly class reminder via email should forward their eemail their
address to admin@bnosrabbeinu.com.

There is no charge for these classes. For class sponsoorship and other information, call Bnos
Rabbeinu High School: 773-267-0770.  Donations can made to Bnnos Rabbeinu High School, 3635
W.  Devon, Chicago, Il. 60659.




