
















It was an impressive event that
won’t soon be forgotten, that
brought some joy to the expellees
of Gush Katif and northern
Shomron, two years after the
tragic expulsion and destruction.

Thousands of people came to
express their solidarity with the
expellees at the caravilla site in
Nitzan. This event was the
brainchild of the Committee to
Save the Nation and the Land,
together with the former Gush
Katif shliach, Rabbi Yigal
Kirshnzaft. 

After a program for the
children, Rabbi Kirshnzaft
opened the main event by
speaking of the plight of the
expellees and the goal to cheer
them up and do all they can so
that additional land is not handed
over to our enemies.

Singer Aharon Razael sang
songs of Geula and then Rabbi
Yigal Kamenetzky, former rav of
Neve Dekalim and presently the
rav of Nitzan, spoke about the
importance of the event and the
state of the expellees two years
after the crime perpetrated
against them. The main address
was given by Nobel Prize winner,
Prof. Aumann (see box) who
spoke movingly and sharply about
the expulsion crime.

All participants received a
copy of the video, “There is
Judgment and there is a Judge.”
They watched a short video about

Thousands flocked to Nitzan, where
many Gush Katif expellees now live, to
mark two years since the destruction of
Gush Katif and settlements in northern
Shomron. The goal: to salute and
support the expellees. * Speeches by
Nobel Prize winner, Professor Aumann
and Rabbi Wolpo. * Shai Gefen covered
the moving event.
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PROFESSOR YISRAEL AUMANN’S SPEECH
My brothers and sisters, I would be pleased if I

could say I am happy to be here this evening.
Unfortunately, I am not happy. I am sad to be here
this evening. They asked me to come and cheer up this
great, holy, and glorious crowd of expellees from Gush
Katif, but I feel that I don’t have encouraging words. I
shouldn’t have come here since I cannot carry out the
assignment to bring you joy. What I can do and what I
plan on doing is fulfill the mitzva of remembering,
“remember what he did to you” – not Amalek, but
your nation, your brothers.

What have we done to
ourselves? I will quote the prophet
of the churban, Yirmiyahu, from
the second of the three Haftoros of
retribution that we recently read.
“My nation has done two evil
things; they abandoned a source of
living waters to dig pits, broken
cisterns that cannot contain
water.” Two different evil things,
one - that they left the source of
living waters. The prophet speaks
of Hashem’s Torah. We abandoned
the fundamentals, we abandoned
our ideals, we abandoned
brotherhood, and we abandoned
our humanity.

What happened two years ago
was unprecedented in the history
of mankind. There were definitely
expulsions in the past, but for an
entire nation to attack a peaceful
population of its own citizens? A
creative, idealistic population, a
population that is no different than
the rest of the nation in any
significant way, and to expel these
citizens from their homes? To
destroy and burn them in anger, the gardens and
clinics, the schools and yeshivos, the shuls, the
factories, the hothouses, and turn an Eden into a
desert and a garden of G-d into a wilderness – this is
unprecedented in the history of mankind.

Nations expelled other nations, communities
expelled other communities, of strangers, but that a
nation should turn on itself and expel itself, for this
we, the Jewish nation, are the first. It never happened
prior to two years ago, until 5765. For 5765 years it
did not happen. We are the first.

What caused this? Some place the blame on
unwarranted hatred for which the Beis HaMikdash
was destroyed. There is truth to this. There is a deep
hatred within a small segment of the nation,
supposedly the enlightened segment. They hate the
settlers, the idealists. 

There was a joint collaboration here on the part of
a majority of the nation, and a sizable segment was
enthusiastic about it. Most of the nation cooperated
with the expulsion. Therefore, it is not one leader and
not unwarranted hatred. The entire nation abandoned

the source of living water. Each
person looks out for his personal
good. Rabbosai, we cannot prevail
this way.

The second evil is to dig broken
cisterns that cannot contain water.
They thought they were sacrificing
the settlers on the altars of peace
and that it would bring peace.
These cisterns do not contain
water. The destruction of the
settlements in Gush Katif did not
bring peace but war. It encouraged
our cousins to attack us, to
pressure us, because it sent a clear
sign that we fold under pressure. It
led directly to the war of last
summer. It led to Hamas’ rule over
Gaza. It led to Kassams on Sderot
and Ashkelon and Ashdod. “Peace,
peace, and there is no peace.”

The Midrash says that on the
day the Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed, Moshiach was born.
Maybe I don’t understand and
maybe I don’t know, but on the
day Gush Katif was destroyed,
somehow the Geula was born. I

don’t know from where it will come. I hope and pray
that we can turn around the suffering borne of turning
a paradise into a desert and garden of Hashem into a
wasteland. 

I hope and pray we can reverse the process like in
the second Haftora of the seven weeks of consolation,
“For the Lord shall console Zion, He shall console all
its ruins, and He shall make its desert like a paradise
and its wasteland like the garden of the Lord; joy and
happiness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and a
voice of song.”

The Midrash says
that on the day
the Beis
HaMikdash was
destroyed,
Moshiach was
born. Maybe I
don’t understand
and maybe I don’t
know, but on the
day Gush Katif
was destroyed,
somehow the
Geula was born...



the current state of the expellees
which ends with the new song by
popular singer Ariel Zilber,
“There is Judgment and a Judge.”

Rabbi Sholom Dovber Wolpo
spoke scathingly about the State
of Israel in his address (see box)
to the approval of the crowd who
applauded. 

Nitzan finally experienced
some joy after two years of
nonstop suffering. As Rabbi
Kirshnzaft put it, “joy sweetens
judgment and will, G-d willing,
nullify the terrible decrees
hovering over the Holy Land.” 

RABBI WOLPO’S SPEECH
Dear brothers. See what you have merited. Look at

how you transformed the darkness into light and nega
into oneg. Not only did you transform the mourning
into joy, but you brought many
Jewish people here and instilled joy
within them right after Tisha B’Av.

Fortunate are you Yisroel. In
the merit of the simcha you
disseminate from Nitzan, the
sorrow and sighing shall be taken
away and you will once again
illuminate all of the Jewish people
with the faith and self-sacrifice
which you excel in, and will soon
lead us all towards Melech
HaMoshiach.

Dear brothers, with all the
suffering you’ve been through,
remember that you merited a very
great thing. Up until two years
ago, everybody related to the State
of Israel as to something very lofty.
Thanks to you, it has been
discovered that the State is a
“State of Yishmoel,” and the
Knesset is an Arab stronghold. 

The Knesset decided, with a
majority vote, to destroy shuls, to
exhume the dead from their
graves, to abandon 8000 Jews without a livelihood and
without a home, and to destroy the lives of thousands
of families.

It is a big zechut for you that you merited to open

everybody’s eyes. Let us resolve together, not to forget
and not forgive! We will not allow this to happen
again!

Hashem gave us Eretz Yisroel.
It is an inheritance from our
fathers, Avrohom, Yitzchok, and
Yaakov. We will not allow them to
turn another Jew out of his home.
22 countries are enough for the
Arabs.

Two years went by and we all
grew up a little. What happened in
Amona is just the beginning. If
Jewish soldiers or Jewish
policemen come to evict a Jew
from his home, we will not allow
it. We promise that the story of
Gush Katif and northern Shomron
will not happen again.

We stopped believing in the
“Malchut Yisroel.” A Jewish
kingdom does not send its army to
give Jewish land and homes to
Arabs. We are in the midst of the
seven weeks of consolation. We are
in double and redoubled darkness.
After we saw the churban brought
upon us by the State, the State
that people thought would bring

the Geula, the time has come to believe only in
Moshiach, who will come and build the Mikdash and
gather the Jewish people. Yechi Adoneinu Moreinu
V’Rabbeinu Melech HaMoshiach L’olam Va’ed!

Up until two years
ago, everybody
related to the
State of Israel as
to something very
lofty. Thanks to
you, it has been
discovered that
the State is a
“State of
Yishmoel,” and
the Knesset is an
Arab stronghold. 

From right to left: Rabbi Kamenetzky, Prof. Aumann, Rabbi Wolpo




