























and is good for the level of the
learning, because there is no
comparison between a teacher that
needs to prepare five subjects and a
teacher who prepares just one
subject. It is also beneficial for the
teacher to see different faces
throughout the day and for the
students to see more than one
teacher all day; it keeps the interest
level high.

Another innovation is in the
teaching method. In the US, since
lashon ha’kodesh is not the
children’s mother tongue, it is hard
for many of them to master reading
and comprehension of lashon
ha’kodesh. We place an emphasis on
learning and practicing reading and
writing with a special emphasis on
comprehension. This way, the
students learn to understand and
relate to the material that is being

taught.

If it is explained well, every child
can understand, and when he
understands, he relates to the
material and loves to learn. When a
child loves to learn, the sky is the
limit...

One can assume that, just like
in every other school, you also
have students who don’t like to
learn. How do you handle them?

We addressed the problem of
weak students as soon as we
founded the yeshiva when we
decided not to accept more than 18
students per class. After two years
of experience, we see how wise this
decision is. The teachers were able
to give each boy personal attention
and to develop their abilities. Thus,
we prevented most of the problems
before they had a chance of

cropping up.

We constantly try to think out of the
box and come up with new ways to
improve our children’s chinuch.

Even when a problem arose, the
teachers worked closely with the
students and dealt with the problem.
When it became necessary, they
contacted the parents. The
wonderful results are apparent to
all.

On the sign on your yeshiva it
says, “Mosad Chinuch al Taharas
HaKodesh.” What does that
mean?

In this too, we try to follow the
Rebbe’s sichos in which he says that
mosdos chinuch that are “al taharas
ha’kodesh” do not have any secular
studies. The first yeshiva to be
founded according to the Rebbe’s
wishes in this area was Oholei
Torah. Other schools have followed,
and we are one of them.

In addition to sur mei’ra (staying
away from the negative), we put in
great effort to assei tov (the
positive), i.e., to educate the
children al taharas ha’kodesh,
imbuing the boys with yiras
Shamayim, derech eretz, and
Chassidishkait. We started a special
program which is run by bachurim
from 770. They bring a special
chayus from 770 and convey it to
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the children with great success.

Last year, for example, the
bachurim produced a CD with
chapter 32 of Tanya to catchy tunes.
They offered prizes for those who
learned chapter 32 by heart, and
now there is hardly a child who
doesn’t know it. Now they are
working on taping the first 12
chapters to the tune of catchy
Chabad niggunim. I believe that
soon we will be able to report about
dozens of children who know all 12
chapters by heart.

The chayus that the bachurim
bring with them from 770 is not
limited to the curriculum. Last year,
after Tishrei, I enjoyed standing at
recess and watching the boys act
out their experiences in 770 during
Tishrei with the t’fillos, farbrengens,
and dancing. It demonstrated to me
how permeated the children are with
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Chassidishe concepts.

By the way, we don’t keep these
ideas to ourselves. Just as we like
getting ideas from other schools,
we’d be happy to share the ideas
that work for us. Reality has shown
that cooperation among schools
benefits the talmidim in all the
schools.

What do you think is the secret
to the success of Ohr Menachem?

First of all, lots of siyata
d’Shmaya. It says that when we
strive in the right direction, Hashem
helps us above and beyond our

expectations. We see this happening.

The staff is dedicated to doing the
Rebbe’s ratzon in all areas. Once a
week the entire staff has a shiur on
Klalei Chinuch V’Hadracha, and we
put in great effort to implement
these ideas.

Another thing which is very

important is the chayus in inyanei
Moshiach and Geula. When the
children see their teachers “living”
with what the Rebbe said about
Moshiach, including the belief that
the Rebbe is Moshiach and is chai
v’kayam, it has a profound effect,
and it teaches them to “live” with all
the Rebbe’s sichos and horaos,
without exception.

If I had to sum up the secret of
our success in one line, I would say
it is our efforts to fulfill the Rebbe’s
ratzon in all areas, even if it
sometimes entails difficulties.

When we had completed the
interview, | suddenly noticed that it
was quiet in the building. “Where
are the boys?” I asked R’ Kahanov.
He suggested that I go to the nearby
park where the children were
enjoying recess. “Fortunately, we
have a spacious park nearby and the
children can refresh themselves in
ways that many children who live in
Brooklyn can only dream about...”

When I got to the park, I saw
the boys playing on the playground
equipment. Out of the corner of my
eye I noticed a group of boys sitting
on the grass in a half-circle around
their teacher and listening closely.
As I got closer I could hear him
telling them Chassidishe stories
about life in a Jewish shtetl. I looked
at the children’s pure faces gazing
at their rebbi and I could imagine
the nachas the Rebbe has from such
Chassidishe chinuch.

The only thing left for me to do
was to wish the menahel and the
entire staff, the parents, and of
course, the students, that the efforts
they are all making to fulfill the
Rebbe’s ratzon be successful and
bring the true and complete
Redemption, thanks to the hevel
tinokos shel beis rabban (the breath
of the schoolchildren). One can
point at each one of them and see
Moshiach!



MIDRASHA PNIMIUT IN TEL-AVIV

In the heart of the exclusive
neighborhood of North Tel-Aviv,
known for its elitist and haughty
attitude to anything that resembles
Judaism (the neighborhood greeted
the first shluchim with a thunder of
ripe tomatoes), a quality chassidic
Chabad community has developed in
the last ten years. A young vibrant
community that is constantly growing
with new couples, people who left
their previous empty lives for a new
meaningful life of chassidus and
connection to the Rebbe.

The area boasts three beautiful
Chabad shuls, which attract young
students and youths from the
neighborhood, along with successful
businessmen. There is a Yeshiva and
women Midrasha Pnimiut that baruch
Hashem produced successful
Shluchim world-wide. This year a new
division will be added to the
community — the Midrasha seminary
in English for girls from overseas.

Esther Piekarski, who will be
heading the Midrasha, will serve as a
mashpia to the girls. Racheli Marzel
and Chani Zohar will act as assistant
principals. The teachers are from the
staff of the successful Pnimiut
Midrasha for Israelis.

We were interested to know what
is unique about this Midrasha and for
whom it is intended.

What is unique about this
Midrasha compared to all the other
seminaries?

Esther Piekarski: Midreshet
Pnimiut is designed for students from
abroad, to train them for future
shlichus, to strengthen their belief in
the Ko’ach HaMeshaleach. This is
supplemental to the core subjects:
chassidut, halacha, Tanach, etc. The
teaching staff are experienced and
dedicated educators in the Midrasha.

The afternoons will be devoted to
workshops dealing with challenges of
shlichus. The students will attend
classes on nutrition, home economics,
graphic design, marketing & PR,
drama, accounting, guidance in

setting up Bat Mitzva clubs, Rosh
Chodesh groups, women’s events,
Friendship Circle, etc...

During the year we will explore
issues that shluchim encounter, for
example, dealing with the Reform
movement, intermarriage, etc.
Shluchim will be guest lecturers and
share their first-hand experiences. The
students will visit shluchim and intern
in their community. They will blend
with the up-and-coming community in
Ramat Aviv by mingling with
university students, the students in the
midrasha, doing mivtzaim and helping
area shluchim. The Chabad
community in Ramat Aviv is made up
of young professionals who can be
very resourceful to the students. All in
all it can be a win-win situation.

Racheli Marzel: We are opening
this branch as a result of numerous
requests from girls from abroad who
visited our program for Shabbos, and
were favorable impressed. A shlucha
who was a counselor in of one of the
seminaries asked Rabbi Yossi
Ginsburg to open a branch for
overseas girls. Baruch Hashem, this
year it’s coming to fruition!

How will the local and overseas
girls interact?

Channie Zohar: They will share
evening classes, farbrengens,
Shabbatons, and trips. In the past,
Anash girls came as madrichot and we
saw the wonderful impact they had on
the girls of the Midrasha.

Who can attend this Midrasha ?

Esther Piekarski: The Midrasha is
designed for Chabad high school
graduates or graduates of Seminary
Alef. It’s important to note that the
years of post-high school are
meaningful in shaping the direction
of the young women. This is when
they complete their formal education
and begin to chart their way and bring
to fruition all that they learned, far
away from their home environment.

From my experience working in
several seminaries for girls from
abroad, I see a big leap in their

spiritual growth in the one year they
spend here.

What will you consider to be a
success story?

Esther Piekarski: On a spiritual
plane, we want to enrich the women’s
spiritual level so that they in turn can
be mashpiot on their own, and be
proud to be shluchot connected to the
meshaleiach.

On a practical level, we want to
give practical tools so that these
women can be successful on shlichut.
In other words, a young woman who
goes on shlichut to a new city will
have the know-how to be a confident
shlucha. She will have the skills to
entertain groups, create an evening
with a flair, cook for a large crowd,
prepare a nice flyer, even basic
bookkeeping for home and Beis
Chabad.

Racheli Marzel: Success is when
students are active in the community
and a positive influence on our girls in
the Midrasha, who are taking their
first formal steps in the Chassidic
world — then our goal will be realized.

How is the gashmius?

Channie Zohar: The community is
situated in the heart of exclusive Tel
Aviv. The apartments are lovely and
their physical needs will be more than
met. They will go sightseeing and
enjoy the wonderful sights.

We know that parents might be
hesitant in sending girls to Tel Aviv, a
city where Yiddishkait at the moment
is not a priority. However, we have
the greatest confidence in our girls
and in our Chinuch that the girls will
be Mashpia on the neighborhood and
not Chas v’shalom the opposite.

Esther Pickarski: As a Shliach and
mother, living in Tel Aviv for the last
28 years, we baruch Hashem can say
that the Rebbe’s Brachos are visible in
all the children of the Tel Aviv
Shluchim, across the city, and the
positive interest, and awakening that
the Tel Aviv residents are displaying.
Mamash Yemos HaMoshiach!
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