
one of younger bachurim. When R’
Yisroel gave a shiur to the older
boys, the younger ones sat at the
other end of the room and learned
on their own, and then they
switched. In the older class were
Ben-Tziyon Friedman, Sholom
Dovber Shemtov, Sholom Feldman,
Chaim Yisroel Sperlin, Shlomo
Galperin, Velvel Sirota, Chaim
Ratovsky, me and another few
bachurim. In the younger class were
Berel Shaikowitz, Yisroel Duchman,
Shmarya Pruss, Boruch Brikman,
Yosef Greenberg, Chaim Rivkin,
Berel Ratovsky and others.”

About a month later, R’ Zalman
Leib returned home on crutches,
due to a serious war injury. He was
happy that his house was hosting
the talmidim of the yeshiva, and he
took care of their needs. R’ Berel
Shaikowitz described R’ Zalman’s
return:

“About a month after the yeshiva
was established, R’ Zalman Leib
returned home. He was an
impressive figure, with a reputation
as an outstanding lamdan. He
joined the yeshiva’s staff. During the
day he would supervise our learning
and help any bachur who
encountered a difficulty in his
learning.

“Even during the difficult
periods of hunger and privation,
when R’ Zalman Leib was forced to

go out looking for empty bottles in
order to earn a few coins for
returning them to the store, after he
sold a few bottles, which enabled
him to buy bread for the next day,
he stopped. He didn’t worry about
what would be two days hence, but
went back to learning Torah.”

One day, the police approached
the Estulin house. On the spur of
the moment, the talmidim came up
with an idea which saved them, as
R’ Berel Shaikowitz relates:

“In the middle of the room was a
large barrel, and all the s’farim were

thrown in there. I took a piece of
paper from the floor, cut it up, and
stuck the pieces on R’ Zalman
Leib’s beard. When the NKVD
agent came in, he discovered, to his
amazement, a man jumping around
on crutches with pieces of paper in
his beard, and a group of children
laughing at him. 

“He assumed it was a group of
mischievous children who had found
some lunatic to mock, and he left. It
was an open miracle that the visit
ended in this way.”

CHADARIM FOR 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC
Aside from the chadarim for the

children of Chabad Chassidim, there
were also chadarim for those who
were not Lubavitch. These were also
taken care of by the Chabad
Chassidim. In 1944, Rabbi Eli
Lipsker asked Rabbi Aharon Chazan
to take on this holy task. R’ Chazan
agreed, and within a few months
there were four chadarim in
Tashkent, with eighty students of
different ages who studied
everything from reading from a
Siddur to Gemara.

R’ Chazan visited the homes of
Jews and explained that their
children ought to know about
Judaism. He promised that the
education would be free. After the
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Mashpia, R’ Shlomo
Chaim Kesselman
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parents gave their consent, he began
teaching their children in his home.
He wrote the letters of the Alef-Beis
in a notebook, and within a few
days the children knew the letters.
Then he explained to the parents
that in order to expand their
knowledge, they had to learn in
school.

The budget for these mosdos
had to be very large:

“The financial expenses were
enormous. Just the salaries for the
melamdim were 20,000 rubles a
month,” said R’ Chazan. “Aside
from that, the talmidim were given a
meal every day, which cost us tens
of thousands of rubles. On top of
that we had to pay to rent the rooms
for the chadarim.

“The ones who primarily took on

this burden were wealthy Chabad
Chassidim who made their money
illegally. In the Soviet Union this
entailed danger to their lives. In
addition, the Lubavitcher
businessmen had business
acquaintances, irreligious Jews,
whom they influenced to donate
generously to these mosdos Torah.”

R’ Chazan supervised the
learning, and was also responsible
for the material end of things. He
provided a meal every day for the
talmidim, and the melamdim were
paid by him without their knowing
that Chabad Chassidim had donated
the money.

R’ Chazan described the
secretiveness of the operation:

“We were extremely careful, and
everything was done secretively. The

Soviets looked away from religious
activities as long as Polish Jewish
refugees were in the Soviet Union.” 

The Chabad community in
Tashkent was a large and prominent
Lubavitcher community during
World War II, along with its sister-
city in Samarkand. Unlike other
communities, the Chabad
community was formed because of
the war, when numerous
Lubavitcher refugees fled there.
Despite the hardships, Chassidic life
thrived there throughout the war
years.

In 1946-7, most of the
Lubavitcher Chassidim left the
Soviet Union in the famous
smuggling operation out of Lvov.
Most of the Chassidim in Tashkent
left in this way, and only a few
dozen remained. The community
continued to exist for another
twenty-five years until the early
1970’s, when most of the
Lubavitchers there left for Eretz
Yisroel.

Even before the fall of
communism in the Soviet Union,
when the first seeds of perestroika
were planted, one of Tashkent’s
former sons, Rabbi Abba Dovid
Gurewitz, returned there on
shlichus. He eventually became the
chief rabbi of Central Asia. Today, in
Tashkent, Chabad’s
accomplishments include a shul, a
yeshiva, and a school with hundreds
of students.

Over the years other shluchim
went to Tashkent to help R’
Gurewitz, including grandchildren
of askanei Chabad who lived there
during the war years and had to
operate secretly. Now they and their
grandchildren can work openly and
proudly.

Sources: Igros Kodesh Admur Rayatz, Toldos
Chabad b’Russia HaSovietis, Lubavitch v’Chayoleha,

Neged HaZerem, Seifer HaZichronos Divrei
HaYamim (Gurkov), Gaon V’Chassid (Estulin), Ok-
yol – Masa b’Mercaz Asia, Yehudis v’Yahadus b’Bris

HaMoatzos, Anashim Chassidim Hayu, Toldos
HaYehudim b’Asia HaTichona, So’aros b’Dmama,
Beer Mayim Chaim, Beis Moshiach, Kfar Chabad,

T’shura Mochkin Sivan ’67, and personal interviews

“KOL NIDREI AFTER A LONG FARBRENGEN”
The many hardships in the lives of the refugees in Tashkent did not

dim the character of Chassidic life. Though at times they seemed to
contradict one another, they managed to unite them. Along with
hunger, worries, and sadness, there were Chassidishe simcha, chayus
and lebedikait, in no small part thanks to Chassidishe farbrengens.

The summer of 1941 is remembered by Chassidim as a very hard
summer. They dreaded what the morrow would bring, and starvation
and disease were rampant. Then, along came Yom Kippur. There were
mixed feelings. The Chassidim in Tashkent prepared for Yom Kippur in
a way that was fitting for those insane times. Rabbi Zushe Gross
relates:

Erev Yom Kippur 5702 in Tashkent was unique. After davening
Shacharis, R’ Nissan Nemenov asked my father, R’ Mulle, if there was
mashke in the house. My father said there was, and R’ Nissan came to
our house to farbreng. Word got around and many Chassidim began
trickling in to attend the farbrengen on the eve of the holy day. The
mashke poured like water.

“The sun was setting and they all ran to a nearby pond, immersed
quickly, and ran to the minyan, which was in one of the homes. There
was no time for a Seuda Mafsekes. The chazan for Kol Nidrei was
supposed to be R’ Peretz Mochkin, but he had drunk a lot. He
suggested that he go and immerse again to refresh himself. Some
pointed out that it was minutes to sunset, but he ran to the pond,
immersed and returned to shul.

“I remember how R’ Peretz poured out his heart with that Kol
Nidrei. It was frightening to hear and it swept up all the people there,
who melted in tears. It was a Kol Nidrei after a long preparation in the
form of a Chassidishe farbrengen.”
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Chabad Chassidim around the
world, and especially in France,
were saddened to hear of the
passing of Rabbi Hillel Pevzner, one
of the distinguished senior Chabad
rabbanim, director of Sinai
Institutions and longtime shliach in
France. As soon as word of his
passing on Friday, Erev Shabbos
Shuva, became known, his
students, friends and numerous
Chabad Chassidim in Paris began
streaming towards the Pevzner
home. 

Many of them related for the
first time how he had helped them,
materially and spiritually. Some
spoke about “the Rav,” while others
spoke about “the Menahel,” and yet
others remembered him as a
Maggid shiur who taught them how
to learn.

R’ Pevzner’s personal friend,
former French president, Jacques
Chirac, did not wait to be informed
by the family. As soon as he heard
the news, he called the son, R’

Yosef Yitzchok, and began the
conversation with three words

which he said in Hebrew: “Boruch
Dayan HaEmes.” In their
conversation, Chirac expressed his
sorrow at the passing of a longtime
friend and said he would be coming
to console the family.

A large crowd gathered on
Sunday morning for the funeral,
which left from a shul in one of the
magnificent Sinai buildings.
Eulogies were given by Rabbi Gilles
Bernheim, chief rabbi of France,
Rabbi Dovid Mashash, chief rabbi
of Paris, Rabbi Yosef Sitruk, former
chief rabbi of France, Rabbi Dovid
Moshe Lieberman, rav from the
Shomrei HaDas k’hilla in Antwerp,
Rabbi Yirmiyahu Menachem
Cohen, Av Beis Din in Paris, Rabbi
Yosef Dovid Frankfurter, rav and
Av Beis Din of Adas Yereim in
Paris, and Rabbi Yichye Tuboul, rav
and Av Beis Din in Lyons.

One of the sons, Rabbi Avrohom
Boruch Pevzner, and Menachem
Mendel Slonim, a grandson, spoke
movingly on behalf of the family.
The oldest son, R’ Avrohom Boruch
Pevzner, who until recently served

obi tuary

A great feeling of mourning descended
upon Anash with the passing of Rabbi
Hillel Pevzner, founder and director of
the Sinai educational empire in Paris
and one of the roshei yeshiva in
Tomchei T’mimim in Brunoy.

RABBI HILLEL
PEVZNER A�H
By Shneur Zalman Berger

Rabbi Avrohom Boruch Pevzner eulogizing his father
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as a shliach to Eretz Yisroel and
mashpia in Toras Emes, was
announced as the successor to the
rabbinic position. Another son, R’
Yosef Yitzchok, will take over the
shlichus and running of the Sinai
educational empire in Paris.

WANDERING AMONG
UNDERGROUND

YESHIVOS
Rabbi Hillel Pevzner was born

on 29 Teives 5681/1921, in Minsk.
At this time, the communists were
beginning to come down hard on
Judaism, but his parents, R’
Avrohom Boruch and Alte (nee

Hilvitz), raised him in the ways of
Torah and Chassidus. From them
he learned Torah and to preserve
the ways of Chassidus with mesirus
nefesh.

In his youth, he studied in
underground yeshivos. At first he
learned in Berditchev, together with
his brother, Sholom Ber. Sholom
Ber was arrested in this yeshiva,
along with a group of children, who
were sent to an orphanage. It took
a miracle to release the children
from there. From Berditchev, R’
Hillel went to Zhitomir, and from
there to Voronezh.

His father, may Hashem avenge
his blood, who was rav and mashpia

in the Lubavitcher community in
Minsk and a distinguished Chabad
Chassid in Charkov, was exiled
twice by the communists. The
second time his strength did not
hold out and he died in exile (see
box).

During World War II, R’ Hillel
fled to Samarkand, where he
learned with another three
bachurim his age who later all
served as directors of important
mosdos chinuch: Rabbi Shlomo
Matusof – shliach in Morocco;
Rabbi Nissan Pinson – shliach in
Tunis; and Rabbi Mordechai Levin
– one of the directors of Beis Rifka
in Kfar Chabad beit.

At the end of the war, R’ Hillel
left the Soviet Union when the
Chassidim escaped via Lvov. He
went first to the city of Bensheim
and from there to Poking,
Germany, where he learned in
Yeshivas Tomchei T’mimim. At this
point he began his communal work
when he, together with some other
Chassidim, was sent to Prague to
do rescue work with Chassidim
who had left Russia and were in
anti-Semitic Poland. The Rebbe
Rayatz told them to work on
moving the people over to the
Western-occupied zones as soon as
possible. 

Chabad Chassidim in Poking
decided that R’ Pevzner and some
other Chassidim should go to
Prague. There they would help
those who wanted to move from
Poland to Germany and Austria, via
Prague. They had another mission,
which was to establish a link
between the Chassidim in the
camps and the Rebbe Rayatz and
askanei Anash in Poland and
France. Prague was the only place
that had a phone connection and
regular travel to the aforementioned
places.

After a brief period in Prague he
returned to learn in Poking, and
from there he went to Paris.

Rabbi Pevzner with the Rebbe

R’ Hillel with talmidim of the yeshiva in Brunoy (center, wearing a tie)
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MASTER TEACHER
R’ Hillel married Asya Eidelman

on the third night of Chanuka 5709.
His wife stood by his side as his
helpmate for nearly sixty years.

With the Rebbe’s guidance, R’
Hillel and his brother-in-law, Sholom
Eidelman (shliach in Morocco),
located old manuscripts, including
Chassidic ones. They searched in the
library of the Beis Midrash
L’Rabbanim in Paris. When possible,
they sent the Rebbe a manuscript or
the book itself; otherwise, they sent
photocopies. They received the
Rebbe’s encouragement and thanks.

R’ Hillel was the Mashgiach in
Yeshivas Tomchei T’mimim in
Brunoy. After some time, he became
a Maggid shiur in the yeshiva, a
position he filled until 1979. His
students say he was extremely

knowledgeable in Shas and Poskim,
which was apparent in his shiurim.
He enjoyed sharing halachic riddles
and telling jokes to lighten his
shiurim. 

His style of teaching was such
that every student had to use his head
and not rely on his explanations. His
son, R’ Avrohom Boruch, who
learned with him, says that after a
year of learning with his father,
talmidim were able to learn Gemara
and mefarshim on their own. This is
because in addition to deep
explanations, his father made sure
that every student used his abilities to
understand things on his own.

AV BEIS DIN VAAD
RABBANEI LUBAVITCH 

IN FRANCE
R’ Hillel served for 55 years as

the rav of Lubavitcher Chassidim
in France. He took on this
position when Rabbi Zalman
Shimon Dvorkin, who held this
position before him, emigrated
from France to the United States.
The Chassidim who remained in
France were aware of R’
Pevzner’s vast halachic
knowledge, and began to ask him
their halachic questions. Thus,
without elections or a formal
decision of any kind, the
Chassidim chose him as the
Chabad rav in France.

When Chabad communities
began to proliferate in France and
rabbanim were appointed over
each k’hilla, a Vaad Rabbanei
Lubavitch in France was formed,
and R’ Pevzner was chosen as the
Av Beis Din. In this position, he
guided all the rabbanim in France.

Rabbi Pevzner
receiving minim
from the Rebbe
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In later years, he was one of the
founders of “Merkaz Rabbanei
Europe”, and until the day of his
passing he served as a member of
the presidium of the council of
Merkaz Rabbanei Europe.

R’ Pevzner did much to raise
the standard of religious
observance, particularly in Paris,
but in the entire country as well.
He founded a large scale kashrus
organization and issued rulings in
all parts of Shulchan Aruch. Many

people went to him for
adjudication in monetary disputes.
Lubavitcher Chassidim constantly
consulted with him regarding
halachic queries. His rulings were
known to be wise and deep. He
never compromised when it came
to halacha, yet he tried to make
both sides happy and to find
creative, halachic solutions
wherever possible.

For example, his son Avrohom
Boruch related, some people are

adversely affected by moisture in
their ears and immersing in a
mikva is problematic for them.
“My father came up with the idea
of using fish oil from a certain
species, which blocks the ear from
moisture and is not considered a
chatzitza because anything that
comes from the sea is not a
barrier.” It was a brilliant solution,
which made life easier for many
people.

He forged good ties with an
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HIS FATHER DIED IN EXILE
His father, R’ Avrohom Boruch, endured much

suffering before dying in exile. In his youth, he
learned in Lubavitch and was one of the chozrim
of the Rebbe Rashab. He married Alte Hilvitz,
daughter of R’ Menachem Mendel, rav of the town
Zembin. The Rebbe Rayatz appointed him as rav
and mashpia of the Chabad k’hilla in Minsk. In
1930 he was arrested by the communists and sent
to exile.

Why was he arrested?
R’ Hillel related:

“My father, A”H, was the rav of
the Chabad shul in Minsk. The
communists, who wanted to close it,
tried persuading the balabatim to
leave. My father went up to the bima
holding a large wooden stick and
announced: ‘The first one to leave
the beis midrash and give it over to
the wicked ones, will get his head
split open with this stick.’ Police
agents who saw this arrested him on
the spot.”

The communists sent him to a
labor camp in Siberia. After two
miserable years there he was
released, and he moved to Charkov. 

After Purim 1939, there was a
wave of arrests of Chabad Chassidim in Ukrainian
cities. The first arrests were carried out on the eve
of 17 Adar in Chernigov and Charkov. In
Chernigov, a number of Chassidim were arrested,
including Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson
(the uncle of Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Schneersohn,
the Rebbe’s father) and his nephew, Rabbi Levi
Yitzchok Schneersohn (cousin of Rabbi Levi

Yitzchok Schneersohn, the Rebbe’s father). 
In Charkov, Rabbi Avrohom Boruch Pevzner,

Rabbi Meir Gurkov, Rabbi Tzemach Gurewitz, and
Rabbi Nachum Yitzchok Pinson were arrested. A
few days later a wave of arrests took place among
Chassidim living in Kiev, and on 9 Nissan, the
Rebbe’s father was arrested.

This time, R’ Avrohom Boruch was sent to
Kazakhstan. After a few months
there, his wife joined him. The
arrest brought on persecutions for
the rest of the family, as R’
Pevzner related: “When my father
was in jail, I was called to the
police station, where I was asked,
‘Why aren’t you registered as a
member of the party?’ I answered,
‘Did anyone ask me to register
until now?’ The policeman hissed,
‘This apple did not fall far from
the tree.’”

R’ Avrohom Boruch became
very ill, and on the night of Erev
Pesach, 1940, he passed away.
Before he died, he wrote the
following chilling lines to his
children, “I know that my days are
numbered. I am mortally sick and

about to die. I am doubtful as to whether I will
receive Jewish burial, but I am serene and concede
on that. I go to my death wholeheartedly, for I can
be certain that my children and descendents will
go in the path of Hashem.”

R’ Hillel kept this postcard until the day he
died.

R’ Hillel’s father, Rabbi
Avrohom Boruch Pevzner (may

Hashem avenge his blood)
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array of French rabbanim from all
groups. He had connections with
rabbanim in Paris, France, and
elsewhere. Even when differences of
opinion cropped up among them,
the French rabbanim always
respected him and conceded that he
was a man of Torah genius and a
man of truth.

His scholarship was renowned,
and his piskei halacha were
occasionally publicized in various
periodicals, including the Lubavitch
periodical published in New York,
“Yagdil Torah”. His particular
expertise was in mikvaos. On
several occasions, the Rebbe
referred halachic questions
regarding mikvaos to him, and even
instructed him to travel to various
places in order to supervise and fix
the mikvaos there. 

About fifteen years ago, R’
Pevzner traveled to the CIS in order
to supervise mikvaos that were
being built. He said that building
mikvaos in the former Soviet Union
was his revenge against the
communists. Even in recent years
he was asked to lecture at the
convention of European rabbanim
on the topic of mikvaos.

On more than one occasion, the
Rebbe referred to him as “the
Parisian rav.” At a Tishrei
farbrengen in 5725, when the
Rebbe wanted to clarify a halachic
point during the farbrengen, he
stated publicly, “The Parisian rav is
here, so he can answer the
question.” 

About twenty years ago, the
Rebbe said a sicha in which he
referred to the rabbanim of the
community as “abir sh’b’abirim”
(the most powerful of the powerful
ones). The next day, a Sunday, the
Rebbe said to R’ Pevzner
(apparently at “dollars”), “When I
said “abir sh’b’abirim” I meant you
too.”

In 5730, when R’ Pevzner came
to the Rebbe, the Rebbe told him

that he and several other rabbanim
should test the talmidim on
K’vutza.

For over fifty years he served as
Rav, and even in his later years he
continued to answer halachic
questions at all hours of the day.

His son R’ Avrohom Boruch
relates:

“Four years ago I was at my
parents’ house late at night when
the phone rang. My mother
answered the phone. It was
someone with a halachic question.
Despite the late hour, she woke my
father and he answered the
question. My father did not have set
times for answering questions, nor
did he have set times for people to
call him. His house was always
open and he always responded to
questions.”

FATHER TO THOUSANDS
OF TALMIDIM

R’ Pevzner’s most notable
accomplishment was founding the
Sinai educational system, in which
thousands of students are educated.
He served as its menahel for
decades.

It all began in 5725 when R’
Pevzner took over the running of a
Talmud Torah which was about to
fall apart, located in a small
apartment in the Pletzel. He also
opened a Chabad school for
children who were not Lubavitch.
At first he had only eight students.
He worked very hard to recruit
more students to the Chabad
mosdos, which he had founded with
the Rebbe’s encouragement and
bracha.

He put all his energy into
developing the mosdos, which
quickly expanded until thousands of
children were in attendance. In
5741, he brought his son, Yosef
Yitzchok, into the administration.
Yosef Yitzchok was later appointed
as the menahel while R’ Hillel
served as president. Together they
developed the mosdos by buying
spacious buildings, with the
encouragement of the Rebbe. 

As R’ Yosef Yitzchok told Beis
Moshiach:

“In 5749 – Shnas HaBinyan –
the Rebbe encouraged the building
of Chabad houses and private
homes. That is when we decided to
build a huge complex which would

R’ Hillel and his son, R’ Yosef Yitzchok with models of the Sinai schools
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include all our mosdos. We quickly
began working on the plans, and a
small model was given to the
Rebbe.

“The Rebbe’s response to the
building of a complex was amazing.
We received instructions and
brachos throughout the process,
and the Rebbe contributed a large
amount of money towards the
building expenses. In Shnas
HaBinyan, the Rebbe said that
whoever built a private or public
building would get $100 from the
Machne Israel fund. I was in New
York in Tammuz, 5749, and we
were told by the secretary, R’
Groner, that the Rebbe would give
$100 to whoever contributed
towards the building in Paris!

“The Rebbe said that the offer
stood to those who would
contribute by Erev Rosh HaShana.
We established a base line amount
of $5000, and the donations poured
in. On Erev Rosh HaShana, the
final day for donations, there was a
long line at my father’s door. He

gave out checks for $100 which the
Rebbe had sent.

“The Rebbe’s unique donation
enabled us to raise enough money
to cover 80% of the costs of the
building. We borrowed the rest
from the bank.

“Tishrei, 5752, marked the
opening of the magnificent
educational complex, which
educates children from two months
of age until marriage. The complex
also includes a community center,
mikvaos, a Chabad house, etc.

“The media coverage was
extensive. This was the first time in
the history of France that a Jewish
school was built. All the existing
schools had gotten old buildings,
while this was a seven story
structure with 8500 sq. meters. The
size, too, was dictated by the
Rebbe. He said to use the area we
bought to its maximum capacity.

“The Rebbe considered it highly
important to build a magnificent
building in France, and he wanted it
to be a model for other mosdos.

The Rebbe instructed us to arrange
visits to the school complex so that
people could see how much was
being invested into Jewish
education.

“A group of about a hundred
people, including donors and those
involved in planning and building
the complex, went to the Rebbe for
Shabbos, Parshas VaYakhel, 5752.
Heading the group was my father,
along with other members of the
hanhala. On Sunday, 26 Adar I,
when the Rebbe gave out dollars for
tz’daka, my father gave the Rebbe
the key to the building. The Rebbe
took the key, blessed us, and said
with a broad smile, ‘Start
immediately to build a new
building.’ 

“I was flabbergasted. We had
just completed this huge complex
which would include all the
mosdos, and had caravans nearby
available to us. Why did we need to
build another building?

“After some time, the caravans
were burned and my question was
answered. If G-d forbid there had
been students in those caravans …

“A few days later we returned to
France, shaken and terribly upset
by news of the Rebbe’s stroke on
27 Adar, but the Rebbe’s
instruction superseded our feelings.
I immediately invited a senior
official of the municipality to come
visit the mosdos. My goal was to
get him interested in helping us
obtain another lot, where we could
build yet another building. 

“After he heard about our
mosdos and the Rebbe’s instruction
to build another building, he said to
me, ‘Your Rebbe is a prophet.’ It
turned out that the street where the
Chabad daycare center was located
was scheduled for demolition by the
municipality, though it had not yet
been publicly announced. Those
who lived on that street would have
to move, and the city was going to
sell the lots for private initiatives.

WHEN WILL HE COME AND REDEEM US?
As for R’ Hillel Pevzner’s longing for Geula, we will quote from an

interview that he gave three years ago for the publication of Merkas
Rabbanei Europe:

“Even as his many commitments which surrounded him are
diminishing in his old age, one concern still weighs on him: M-O-S-H-
I-A-C-H … When is he coming? This question comes from his heart,
every few minutes during the course of our conversation. ‘When he is
coming already to redeem us?’ he asks, as tears come from his eyes
and his voice chokes up.”

“… As we spoke about the success of the educational empire he
founded and the beautiful fruits that grow in its orchard, a silent cry
bursts forth from his lips, ‘When is Moshiach coming? Moshiach has
so much work to do. Every Jew yearns for the coming of Moshiach. He
should just come already’”

*What can be done, specifically, to bring the Geula?
“We try to be mekarev more and more Jewish to Hashem.”
*What area do we need to work on amongst European Jews?
“To hasten the coming of Moshiach. The rabbanim in their

communities need to strengthen this inyan of looking forward to
Moshiach’s coming, and they need to do all they can so that Jews
anticipate and daven for Moshiach’s coming.”
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“I immediately submitted a
request to build another complex
there. After we obtained the
permits, the city decided not to
destroy the street. As the permits
had already been given, they were
not retracted.

“On 12 Nissan, 5753, the Rebbe
gave, through the secretaries, three
packets of dollars for the building.
In one packet were one hundred $5
bills; in the second were one
hundred $10 bills; and in the third
were one hundred $20 bills. The
Rebbe’s participation gave us a big
push forward. We eagerly worked
on preparing the plans for the next
building.

“Shortly after Gimmel Tamuz,
5754, we celebrated the
groundbreaking of Heichal
Menachem. A little over a year
later, the building was completed.

“As time went by, we realized it
was a lot to ask of children to travel
from one end of Paris to the other
in order to attend a Chabad school.
We decided to build another
complex in the 17th arrondissement,
an exclusive section of Paris.

“The groundbreaking took place
on 6 Tishrei, 5761, and two years
later the third complex, called “Ki
Tov,” was already in operation. It
included many mosdos: a daycare

center, preschool, elementary
school, vocational school, Kollel, a
Machon L’Smicha, etc. Mr. Chirac’s
wife attended the Chanukas
Ha’bayis.”

PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIP WITH

THE FRENCH
PRESIDENT

How did it come to pass that the
wife of the French President
attended a Chabad event? This was
the result of the work of the
Pevzner family to build relationships
with the political leadership in
France, including heads of state.
The following episode illustrates
their special connection: 

Four years ago, the previous
president, Mr. Chirac, received a
Jewish delegation in his palace. In
the course of the visit, he sat on the
side with R’ Hillel Pevzner and his
son R’ Yosef Yitzchok, speaking
with them about their work and
about the increase of anti-Semitism
in France. This picture, which was
publicized in all the media, made a
tremendous impression.

R’ Yosef Yitzchok related more
about their connection with Chirac:

“Chirac was a big ‘chassid’ of

my father. He always told his
friends that when Rabbi Pevzner
told him to do something, he did
not dare refuse.”

No wonder,, then that in
Chirac’s autobiography, he
emphasizes his ties with the
Pevzners.

SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE REBBE

The treatment that R’ Pevzner
received from the Rebbe was
amazing. He had many kiruvim
over the years. His family relates
that each time he went to the
Rebbe, when the Rebbe came out
for the first t’filla at which R’ Hillel
was present, the Rebbe would look
at him and nod a greeting. R’
Pevzner was mekushar heart and
soul to the Rebbe. Any instruction
he received from the Rebbe
regarding rabbanus and the
mosdos, he followed, even when at
first glance things weren’t always
clear. He accepted what the Rebbe
said with bittul.

When I asked his son and
successor, R’ Avrohom Boruch,

At a Tishrei
farbrengen in
5725, when the
Rebbe wanted to
clarify a halachic
point during the
farbrengen, he
stated publicly,
“The Parisian rav
is here, so he can
answer the
question.” 

Giving a shiur in the yeshiva
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about his father, he said, “My
father was a real Chassid. As a
young bachur he already knew all
of Tanya by heart, word for word.
His Krias Shma at night took half
an hour or more. For many years
he would get up early on Shabbos,
learn Chassidus for a few hours,
and then daven at length until the
afternoon.

“Much can be written about his
working on his middos. By nature
he was tough, and he worked on
himself to treat everybody in a very
friendly way, and he always gave in. 

“As for his being a baal chesed,
that goes without saying; the same
holds true for his being a Chassid
who ran mosdos that help
thousands of people materially and

spiritually; and his being a baki and
gaon in Gemara, Halacha, and
Chassidus.”

***
In the final days of 5768 people

were asked to daven for R’ Pevzner.
He passed away on Motzaei Tzom
Gedalya, leaving thousands of
spiritual descendents in addition to
his actual descendents: His sons, R’
Avrohom Boruch, R’ Yosef
Yitzchok, R’ Menachem Mendel –
shliach in Geneva; Mrs. Shterna
Sarah Kalmanson – wife of R’
Yechiel Menachem Mendel, rosh
Yeshivas Tomchei T’mimim in
Brunoy, Mrs. Rivka Naparstek –
wife of R’ Yechezkel of Paris, Mrs.
Chana Slonim – wife of R’ Chaim,
shliach in Dijon.

President Chirac speaking
to the Pevzners
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