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they call out to you silently. Remove
them from their imprisonment and
provide for them relief and salvation,
redemption and deliverance in
freedom, speedily in our days, and a
redeemer shall come to Tziyon, so
may it be Your will, and let us say
amen.”

When we walked around a
nearby neighborhood which up until
a few years ago had been a
cemetery, we discovered gravestones
in the courtyards with Jewish writing

on them including names and dates,
covered over or even set into the
walls of the courtyards. As we
walked down one of the paths, we
were shocked to see the gravesite of
one of the local tzaddikim. “R’
Avrohom Mota” was his name. The
locals say that when the graves were
desecrated they also tried to
desecrate his grave, but any Indian
who tried to break the monument
died on the spot.

***

The shluchim are back in India,
each to their place, Poona – mystical
capital of India, Pushkar – tourists’
delight, Vata Canal – the Israeli
village, etc. The summer months
were a time to raise money for the
upcoming months, for the expenses
that will run into tens of thousands
of dollars. This is an opportunity to
help and be a part of the incredible
work being done in India in
hastening the Geula.
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The gaon, Rabbi Binyamin Zilber, passed away on 25
Elul at the age of 96. That evening, the large funeral was
attended by many g’dolei ha’Torah, including the
Vizhnitzer Rebbe and the Gerrer Rebbe. 

Rabbi Zilber authored dozens of s’farim on Halacha
and Jewish Thought, the most famous among them the
series of responsa called Az Nidberu.

Rabbi Zilber was born in
Poland in 5672 (1912), and
even as a child he excelled in
unusual yiras Shamayim. He
was gifted and put his talents to
good use in diligent study. He
was known as one of the
outstanding talmidim in the
famous Novardok yeshiva in
Bialystok. 

A childhood friend, R’
Shmuel Ben-Artzi, related:

“He came to us from the
yeshiva k’tana in Brisk. He did
not study much Musar. He was
a member of the ‘chabura’ but
did not work on ‘peulos’
(Novardok outreach activities).
He was a masmid and davened
quietly, unlike in Novardok. We
envied and admired him, and
he drew attention because of
his diligence and refinement.”

Over the years, Rabbi Zilber
became known as a halachic
authority in the laws of Orach
Chaim, especially in the laws of
Shabbos,. He became a member of the Moetzes G’dolei
HaTorah, and with his efforts, a number of religious
breaches in Eretz Yisroel were corrected.

As for his relationship with the Rebbe – in 5751, he
attended the Yud-Alef Nissan farbrengen in Kfar
Chabad. In his address he said: Boruch Hashem, the
Jewish people are not orphaned. The Lubavitcher Rebbe

looks out for all Jewish people, not only his own people
… We are obligated to join in and encourage the
Rebbe’s work in spreading Judaism to the entire world.

Rabbi Zilber consistently supported the Rebbe’s
mivtzaim and signed a proclamation of g’dolei Yisroel in
support of Mivtza T’fillin, as well as the proclamation in
support of Mivtza Neshek. In his Az Nidberu (vol. 6,

siman 67) he brought proofs
that little girls should also light
Shabbos candles, and cited the
Rebbe on this topic.

As an indication of his
esteem for the Rebbe, he sent
Torah insights to the journal
that was published for the
Rebbe’s birthday in 5737, and
wrote, “Here are my
chiddushim on the tractate
Shabbos … in the honor and
merit of the lofty and honorable
Lubavitcher Rebbe, who is
moser nefesh for Klal Yisroel,
upon reaching his 75th year.
May Hashem Yisborach
strengthen him and fortify him,
and may his days and years
increase until the coming of the
righteous redeemer.”

For the Kavod Chachamim
–Ateres Paz, which was
published in 5749, he sent
divrei Torah in honor of the
Rebbe. He also participated in
the Maadanei Melech that was

published in connection with the Rebbe’s enactment of
daily study of Rambam.

Rabbi Zilber was adamantly opposed to the political
splintering of religious Jewry in Israel in 5749. 

In later years he lived in Beitar and served as
Mashgiach in various yeshivos. May his memory be for a
blessing.

obi tuary

RABBI BINYAMIN
ZILBER Z�L
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You just spent Tishrei with the
Rebbe in 770. As mashpiim, how
do you instill an inner chayus to
the T’mimim about the inyanim of
Rebbe, Tishrei and 770?

R’ Mizrachi: I once heard an
interesting vort from the mashpia,
Rabbi Zushe Posner. It says
“600,000 feet of the nation, which I
am within,” – Moshe Rabbeinu
refers to the Jewish people as his feet
and he says that he is present there.
So too, the Rebbe MH”M, who is
the Moshe Rabbeinu of this
generation, is there with his
Chassidim. 

Since the Rebbe is chai v’kayam,
he gives the strength and the chayus
to the Chassidim and he watches
over us so that we don’t fall and we
continue to be in the category of “I
am within.” Today, the hiskashrus of
the T’mimim is no less than it was in
the past.

Those who want to feel the
Rebbe can feel; those who want to
receive chayus from the Rebbe, can
receive chayus; there are
“yechiduyos” today too, there are
farbrengens, there are giluyim, and
there is everything we had in the
past. However, today these things

come in different forms. 
The best example of this is the

miracles the Rebbe does every day in
the areas of children, health and
livelihood, for thousands of Jews,
through the Igros Kodesh. This
chayus, that the Rebbe lives and
leads as he always did, has to be
instilled in the T’mimim.

In the past, the job of the
mashpiim was easier. When the
T’mimim saw the Rebbe, they felt
ashamed. One look from the Rebbe
was enough to have a powerful
effect on the soul of a bachur.
Today, the preparations for the trip

9 MarCheshvan 5769 BBE IS MOSHIACH30

thought

How do we draw down the energy of a
770 Tishrei into the rest of the year? To
whom did the Rebbe write not to waste
his money to come to him? Why is it
that bachurim who were never in 770
before, are now moser nefesh to jump at
the opportunity? How do we infuse life
into the inyan of “being with the
Rebbe?” * This and more in a
discussion amongst mashpiim who also
share their memories of their Tishreis
over the years.

LIVING WITH TISHREI
YEAR-ROUND 
Interview by Nosson Avrohom

Rabbi Gershon Avtzon
Rosh Yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim Lubavitch in
Cincinnati, Ohio

Rabbi Yitzchok Akselrod
Mashpia of Yeshiva K’tana
Chabad – B’nei Brak

Rabbi Avrohom Mann
Mashpia in Yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim Lubavitch in Toronto,
Canada

Rabbi Meir Mizrachi
Mashpia in Yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim Lubavitch – Lud
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to the Rebbe have to be more
spiritual and more p’nimius’dike. We
have to speak to the T’mimim more
about the power of thought and the
power of visualizing.

I heard from a mashpia that the
Rebbe once said that a certain
woman asked for a bracha for
something and it disturbed the
Rebbe’s sleep. The Rebbe feels us
Chassidim, he feels everything. 

The same is true today. In fact,
the Rebbe is giving brachos and

doing open miracles now more than
ever. Today a bachur can picture the
Rebbe and ask for whatever he
wants. Writing to the Rebbe through
the Igros Kodesh, the answers
people receive, and the results, are
just amazing.

A few years ago, Rabbi Reuven
Matusof was in 770 on Erev Rosh
HaShana and he wrote a pa’n which
he read, at first, near the Rebbe’s
shtender and afterwards, near the
Rebbe’s room. After Rosh HaShana

he returned to France. When he
went to the shul where he davens,
one of the people there was happy to
see him and proceeded to tell him an
amazing thing that happened to him.
The night before, he dreamt that the
Rebbe came to him in a dream and
asked him where he davened. The
man said he davens in “Beis
Moshiach.” The Rebbe asked, “Who
else davens there?” and the man
answered, “Rabbi Matusof.” When
the Rebbe heard the name he said,
“He was by me.”

We must review and stress to the
T’mimim, whether at farbrengens or
in personal conversations, that there
is no substantive change. The only
change is in the “garments.” The
Rebbe is the same Rebbe. In the past
the Rebbe was not what we saw with
eyes of flesh. The Rebbe is an inner
reality, and we have this today, more
powerfully than ever.

Before I came to 770 one year, I
was very uncertain about whether to
go for all of Tishrei or only or half a
month. I wrote to the Rebbe through
the Igros Kodesh and the answer I
opened said to add, not to diminish.
I understood this to mean that the

Today...we have
to speak to the
T’mimim more
about the power
of thought and
the power of
visualizing.

--Rabbi Meir Mizrachi
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Rebbe wanted me to remain for the
entire month. 

After I ordered a ticket, one of
the mashpiim in the yeshiva
reprimanded me for wanting to go
for an entire month. He said that I
had a family, I wasn’t a bachur, and
how could I leave my family for a
month. When I told him about the
answer I opened to, he said the
answer wasn’t that clear. 

I sat down to write again and the
answer I opened to was in volume 9,
p. 152. The letter is addressed to the
mashpia, Rabbi Shlomo Chaim
Kesselman and the Rebbe expresses
his surprise that the T’mimim are
allowed to go home for the month of
Tishrei, saying that the hanhala of
the yeshiva had to be with the
T’mimim even if this interfered with
their family … My doubts were laid
to rest.

R’ Akselrod: First, I have to be
honest and say that there is no
rational explanation for the
hiskashrus of the T’mimim today, to
the Rebbe and his horaos, which is
sometimes far and away greater than
it was in the past. This hiskashrus,
which demands mesirus nefesh,
proves that the Rebbe is chai
v’kayam.

I heard a nice vort from someone
that the T’mimim of today were
babies when the Rebbe spoke about
not having images of impure animals
in the house. This prepared them for
this kind of emuna.

The avoda today is not only to
daven five or six hours, but to go on
mivtzaim for hours, to forego
personal comforts and it’s all
because the Rebbe said this should
be done by way of preparing the
world for Moshiach. The T’mimim
today have a “Chassidishe light,” a
purity that is no less than that of the
great Chassidim of the previous
generation.

Whenever I go to 770, I meet the
Chassid and baal mesirus nefesh,
Leibel Mochkin. He points at the

T’mimim who fill 770 and says to
me in Yiddish, “give a look.” See
how beautiful it is, look at this
emuna, see their fire. The T’mimim
live with the Rebbe no less than in
the past and they are particular
about Chassidishe hanhagos and the
Rebbe’s horaos no less than in the
past.

R’ Avtzon: It depends on how
the mashpia presents it. When a
Tamim sees a mashpia talking about
770 with a smile, he understands
that the mashpia lives with, and is
happy with the idea. When he hears
the mashpia tell a story about the
Rebbe and sees how the mashpia is
enthusiastic about a letter of the
Rebbe that he saw or learned; when
he sees that the mashpia holds a
sicha of the Rebbe and talks about
the Rebbe in the present tense and
talks excitedly about this at
farbrengens – all this arouses a love
for those things in the bachur.

When you refer to people’s
grandfather, the grandchildren
“wake up” and it has an effect on
them; all the more so when you
mention inyanim of the Rebbe. The
mashpia needs to do this in such a
way that he piques the bachur’s
interest so that the bachur catches
the enthusiasm. When a mashpia
says, “Last night at a farbrengen I
heard a great miracle story about the
Rebbe,” or “I heard an inspiring
Chassidic saying,” or a horaa or a
moral lesson, it shows the T’mimim
that the concept “Rebbe” and all that
goes along with it, is alive for him. 

All this is, of course, in addition
to learning the Rebbe’s sichos and
maamarim, and especially regarding
770 – learning the kuntres “Beis
Rabbeinu Sh’B’Bavel,” as that adds
fire to the hiskashrus. The mashpiim
have to live it in a way that fills their
very being, and not just by rote.

R’ Mann: There needs to be two,
simultaneous approaches. The first
approach entails emuna p’shuta, to
explain to the T’mimim, in all

seriousness, that nothing changed. If
the T’mimim see that the mashpiim
live this, they will accept it too. How
should this be conveyed? Everybody
has their hergesh but the main point
has to be that there is no change in
the Nasi HaDor, and there can’t be.
When this is explained, it is
accepted. Some need to see it in the
sichos; others are satisfied by stories
and by seeing that the Rebbe
continues to lead us.

The second approach – although
it is the opposite of the first
approach – entails speaking about
the details. It is very hard to live with
something abstract even if it’s Atzmi
(of the Essence). It’s hard to
connect to p’nimius with emuna
alone. You have to tell the talmidim
how Tishrei used to be, with all the
giluyim, describe it in detail, and
then say that we have the same thing
today.

We see an interesting chiddush in
recent years that the Rebbe asked
that Chassidim zolen zich kochen
(should take a great interest) in the
details of the Rebbe’s holy conduct.
The Rebbe wrote to Rabbi Boruch
Kahane, who served then as the
editor of the periodical, “Beis
Chayeinu,” which described the
events in 770 at the time, as well as
every move the Rebbe made,
“Whoever describes in detail is
praiseworthy.” 

With Moshiach too, we saw that
the Rebbe asked that it come down
into the details and that we should
learn the subject, going beyond the
eternal belief in Moshiach. Today
too, beyond the emuna p’shuta that
we need to have, which the talmidim
today have, it’s very important that
the mashpiim delve into the details
and giluyim of the Rebbe too.

How do you “take” all the
enormous giluyim that we
absorbed here during Tishrei and
“translate” them in a way that
affects the year to come?

R’ Mizrachi: We have the power
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of visualization. The Rebbe Rayatz
says that through the power of
visualization you can veritably live
the thing you are picturing, as
though you are experiencing it for
the first time, even if it was
something you experienced many
years ago. 

Whenever they feel down, the
T’mimim have to picture themselves
standing in 770 at farbrengens, at
the t’fillos and the learning sessions;
the feelings they had at certain
times. By picturing all the details,
you can re-experience the emotions.
This is one of the reasons that the
Rebbe asked that a replica of 770 be
built in Kfar Chabad, so that
someone who cannot travel, who
needs a bracha or advice, materially
or spiritually, will go there and have
the same experience. 

770 is Beis Chayeinu where you
receive the chayus and ko’ach to
accomplish. You can see T’mimim
who come to 770 for the first time,
who never saw the Rebbe, who insist
on getting good spots for the t’fillos,
insist on getting in for the Birkas
HaBanim, who give their all in order
to get another “piece” of 770 in a
tangible way. This itself proves that
the Rebbe hasn’t left us, even if we
don’t see him. It’s not a coincidence
that the Rebbe had the kuntres “Beis
Rabbeinu Sh’B’Bavel” published a
half a year before the stroke on 27
Adar. 770 is the place from where
we draw the chayus and kochos for
the entire year.

R’ Akselrod: Every Tamim has to
focus on one hachlata and this will
remind him of Tishrei. A bachur,
who until he came for Tishrei,
learned one chapter a day of
Rambam, should commit to learning
three chapters a day. This gives a
certain chayus to the entire stay in
770 and not just for Tishrei.
Throughout the year he will
remember what made him make that
commitment. 

Furthermore, the truth is that the
T’mimim today “live” 770 all year

round. In the yeshivos they speak
about Tishrei and live it in the most
sincere way.

R’ Avtzon: The Rebbe referred to
this too. It’s analogous to friends
who want to remember someone and
so they give him a gift that will
remind him of all his friends and the
pleasant days they spent together.
The same is true for Tishrei. Every
Tamim has to make a hachlata that

will remind him of Tishrei; a
hachlata of “Chassidic warmth,” of
Chassidic feeling – to think
Chassidus for a few minutes before
every t’filla or to be careful not to
talk from the beginning of davening
till the end. When he has a hard time
standing by his commitment, he will
always remember when and why he
made it, as well as the lofty spiritual
experience he had at the time.

I want to tell you a story that

happened with a friend of mine. His
father would take him every Shabbos
to daven with him in 770. One time,
he was outside 770 and someone
who knew his father asked him
whether he davened in 770. My
friend, who was a boy at the time,
said no. The father’s friend later
asked the father why he didn’t bring
his son to 770. 

The father smiled and said, come
and I’ll show you how to ask the
question. He asked his son, “Do you
daven in the Rebbe’s shul?”

The boy answered, “Of course!”
That’s the chinuch we were raised
with.

R’ Mann: The Rebbe explains in
a maamer what Chazal mean when
they say that during davening it has
to be “the heart upward and the eyes
downward.” This means that if
during davening, a person finds that
his heart and concentration are
soaring upward – then he need to
direct his eyes downward, i.e. he has
to think about what will happen after
the davening; how will he preserve
the lofty state he reached during the
davening.

The same is true for traveling to
the Rebbe and the days that follow.
Of course, emuna p’shuta shines in
770 and clearly isn’t lacking by the
bachurim who work hard to come to
the Rebbe. What’s needed is the
inyan of “I await him every day that
he come” – that it should be as the
Rebbe explains in Parshas Balak
5751 that he has to change his
whole way of thinking, which is
accomplished through learning
inyanei Moshiach and Geula, as it
will affect the mind and then the
heart and then one’s thoughts,
speech, and actions.

The way to achieve this is when
you’re in 770, to think how you
want to go back home.

Recently, a short and sharp
response from the Rebbe was
publicized in which the Rebbe writes
to someone, “I told you the previous
time to sit and learn diligently and

You cannot work
on the talmidim
and sell them
stories while not
living it yourself.

--Rabbi Gershon Avtzon
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you looked for easier work. Don’t
waste money on coming here again.”

The point is not to discourage
anyone from traveling to the Rebbe;
on the contrary. We must go to the
Rebbe but we must put more effort
in and think about how (with what)
we want to leave 770.

If for example, a bachur has a
problem concentrating while
learning, he should make a firm
commitment to be particular about
this; to put more attention into
davening with kavana, in learning
before davening, in Chassidishe
hanhagos, and in any area that needs
chizuk. This is what will draw down
the “lights” of Tishrei into the entire
year.

As bachurim you went to 770.
Can you describe how you felt and
what you experienced?

R’ Mizrachi: I went for the first
time for Tishrei 5749 as a talmid in
shiur beis in Tomchei T’mimim in
Lud. Back then there was a special
chayus about traveling to the Rebbe
and everybody yearned to spend
Tishrei with the Rebbe in Beis
Chayeinu.

At a younger age I waited eagerly
to join the “welcome home
farbrengen” that was organized in
Shikun Chabad in Lud by the
mashpia, Rabbi Moshe Levitin.
Those farbrengens were special and
full of Chassidishe chayus and
hergesh and bubbling with
hiskashrus to the Rebbe. All the
Chassidim who had spent Tishrei
with the Rebbe would come to those
farbrengens which would be
attended by many people from the
Shikun who could not go that year,
as well as children and T’mimim. 

Those who came back from the
Rebbe would describe their spiritual
experiences while we listened avidly
and lapped up every detail about the
Rebbe and certainly anything the
Rebbe said.

The mashke at these farbrengens
was plentiful and we looked forward
to this farbrengen all year. These

farbrengens intensified my desire to
go to the Rebbe. In Tishrei 5749,
after much effort, I was able to
realize my dream. I arrived at the
end of Elul, in the evening. The
Rebbe returned from the Ohel and I
was overwhelmed by emotion as I
recited the SheHechiyanu bracha
upon seeing the Rebbe for the first
time. Throughout that month I was
on an indescribable spiritual high.

We did not look for giluyim or
kiruvim back then. A Chassid is
mekushar to the Rebbe with his
essence, not with giluyim. The
sweetness and inner joy lay in the
fact that we were in the Rebbe’s
presence.

There is one moment from
Shabbos Parshas Noach 5752 that
is engraved in my mind. I would
usually stand in the eastern pyramid
from where you could only see and
barely hear. Before that Shabbos I
found out that there was a bench
opposite the Rebbe that was
reserved for guests. It was my last
Shabbos that Tishrei with the Rebbe
and I wanted to hear the Rebbe’s
voice!

My friend, R’ Aryeh Kedem, and
I took turns watching our places on
that bench from Friday afternoon,
including Friday night and during
t’fillos. Every few hours we would
switch. This was all leading up to the
very special farbrengen. That
Shabbos, the Rebbe spoke more
loudly than other Shabbasos and he
spoke animatedly about the
advantage of t’shuva that comes
from simcha. 

I listened closely to the Rebbe
and felt that it was being said just
for me. I left that farbrengen so
deeply inspired that I never felt that
way again, not even at N’ila on Yom
Kippur.

Motzaei Simchas Torah 5752 I
was in 770 and I wondered whether
I should pass by the Rebbe for kos
shel bracha. I would decide to go
and start walking but then I would
change my mind. When I left the

line once again, I felt a strong desire
to pass by the Rebbe. I had a
powerful thought of t’shuva and got
back on line.

When I reached the Rebbe, he
gave me a special smile that melted
me. These things cannot be
explained rationally but my
Chassidishe hergesh told me that the
Rebbe knew what I had been
thinking. When you go to the Rebbe
you have to make the proper
preparation, and the main thing you
need is bittul.

There was a strong feeling that
you were in the Rebbe’s presence
and nothing was hidden from him.
Just as the head feels what is going
on in the foot, the Rebbe feels what
you feel and whatever you think.

It was hard b’gashmius in Tishrei
but knowing that we were going to
the Rebbe, material comforts meant
nothing to us. That feeling is felt
today too. You can see how the
T’mimim put aside their comforts,
maybe more than in the past.

R’ Akselrod: The first time I
went to the Rebbe was Tishrei 5746.
That year I was learning in yeshivas
Tomchei T’mimim in Lud and they
spoke a lot about preparing before
the trip.

On Simchas Torah of that year,
many of my friends and I went on
Tahalucha to Queens. We ran all the
way back in order to make it to the
Rebbe’s farbrengen which took place
before hakafos in 770. I arrived
exhausted but who worried about
things like that. I went to the
farbrengen and managed to get right
near the Rebbe. It was at the end of
the farbrengen and there were
amazing things. The Rebbe asked
everyone to turn over their cups. At
that farbrengen, the Rebbe spoke
about the gematria of Moshiach with
the addition of the letter Yud which
alludes to the ten soul powers.

At the davening on Simchas
Torah morning, R’ Yisroel Duchman
would make kiddush on mashke and
he would sing “HaRebbe shlita.” I
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remember that that year the Rebbe
smiled and then signed to him, with
his finger to his lip, to stop. It was
an amazing and unusual sight. Two
years later, in 5748, the Rebbe
encouraged the singing of this song.

R’ Avtzon: I can tell you about
the Tishrei atmosphere in Crown
Heights when I was a boy growing
up. It was always a very special
feeling when Tishrei arrived and
guests came from around the world.
As a child, I looked forward to
Tishrei. 

Throughout the year my father
davened in the Sasnovitz shul
between Kingston and Albany and
he went to 770 only for the
farbrengens. In Tishrei we went to
770 for the t’kios, for N’ila and
especially for Napoleon’s March. We
also went on Simchas Torah and it
was something extraordinary. I
looked forward to it all year. 

My father had a place near the
Rebbe and I always knew that when
I would be older, I would be next to
the Rebbe all the time. At the
davening Simchas Torah morning, I
remember asking my father why it
was so empty and many T’mimim
were not there. He told me, “When
you get older, you’ll understand.”
When I got older, I understood that
many of them had returned
exhausted from Tahalucha and the
mashke from the first day was still
affecting them.

We lived at Crown and Kingston
and so we felt the Simchas Beis
HaShoeiva whether we wanted to or
not. We were a part of it. Even a
child in Crown Heights understood
and felt that Tishrei with the Rebbe
was something special. I remember
that on the first night of Sukkos we
had a bachur as a guest who
apparently had drunk more than
enough mashke. Before he fell asleep
he yelled, “Get me up to get a place
on line to shake the Rebbe’s lulav!”
That was the atmosphere, living with
the Rebbe, Tishrei is with the Rebbe,
and we were raised with this.

R’ Mann: I went to the Rebbe
for Tishrei many times but the first
time I was there, when I was a boy,
and the events that took place, are
more memorable than later visits. It
was 5742. The year before, the
Rebbe had spoken about Tzivos
Hashem. I remember that on Yom

Kippur, at N’ila, we children were
on the bima. There were older
Chassidim who wanted to take us
down but the Rebbe motioned to
leave us alone. Another thing I
remember well is that we sang
“Avinu Malkeinu” before the March
and the Rebbe encouraged us very

strongly and cried a lot.
Till this day, I have a powerful

image in my mind of the Rebbe’s
majesty when I saw him that Tishrei.
After Shabbos B’Reishis some of us
families had yechidus. I remember
that the Rebbe asked me if I have a
letter in a Torah scroll. For months
after that Tishrei I was on a high
and still caught up in the incredible
atmosphere of that Tishrei with the
Rebbe.

I remember something special
from 5746. It was the Rosh
HaShana farbrengen and I sat under
the Rebbe’s table because I wanted,
at least, to hear the Rebbe, since
both hearing and seeing the Rebbe
was nearly impossible for someone
who did not have a regular spot. 

The Rebbe asked that they sing a
happy niggun and they sang his
father’s hakafos niggun. I came out
from under the table (the older
Chassidim allowed me to do so since
I promised to only say l’chaim). I
will never forget the sight – the
Rebbe, looking ecstatic, got up and
danced and strongly encouraged the
singing with his hands.

I remember something that
happened in Tishrei 5751 that can
serve as a lesson. That year,
Shabbos B’Reishis (Shabbos
Mevarchim) was immediately
following Simchas Torah and when
the Rebbe came in to say T’hillim at
8:30, it was a relatively small crowd.
When the Rebbe went over to the
shtender, he placed the T’hillim on it
and encouraged the singing for
about a minute, in all directions, just
like at hakafos. Whoever was there
for T’hillim that morning saw this
wondrous sight.

The Rebbe said, on Shabbos
Parshas Tetzaveh 5727 that when
Moshiach comes, he will ask each
one of us how many Jews we got to
say T’hillim on Shabbos Mevarchim.

Those are a few of my memories
of Tishrei with the Rebbe, memories
that keep me going all year round.

I will never forget
the sight – the
Rebbe, looking
ecstatic, got up
and danced and
strongly
encouraged the
singing with his
hands.

--Rabbi Avrohom Mann
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ROOTS
The roots of Chassidus

Munkatch in Hungary began with
the great-great-grandfather of the
Minchas Elozor, Rabbi Tzvi
Elimelech Shapiro of Dinov, who
was the first Chassidishe rav of the
city. The family name of the
Admurei Munkatch was Langsam,
but in order to avoid army service,
Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech changed the
family name to Shapiro.

Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech, author of
the famous B’nei Yisaschar, did not
last long as the rav in Munkatch,
since he forbade fattening geese

because of the prohibition of causing
pain to animals. This p’sak din
created trouble with the wealthy men
of the city, who made their money
by raising fattened geese. He
returned to Dinov, where he later
passed away.

In 5642/1882, Rabbi Shlomo
Shapiro, the author of Shem
Shlomo, grandson of Rabbi Tzvi
Elimelech, was invited to become
rav, and that is when the Shapiro
dynasty was established in
Munkatch. This lasted three
generations: Rabbi Shlomo, Rabbi
Tzvi Hirsh (author of Beer Lechai

Ro’i, Darkei T’shuva, Tzvi Tiferes)
and Rabbi Chaim Elozor, author of
the Minchas Elozor.

BIOGRAPHY
The gaon, Rabbi Chaim Elozor

Shapiro, was born on 18 Teives,
5632 (1872), in the town of Strizov,
in Poland. His father was R’ Tzvi
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feature

The following article is about the
Admur Chaim Elozor Shapiro, Av Beis
Din in Munkatch, known as the
Minchas Elozor for the book he
authored. * Why did he write a small
Torah scroll on deer hide, and when
did he demand mesirus nefesh for the
coming of Moshiach? * What
connection did he have with
Lubavitch? * This is the second in a
series on G’dolei Yisroel and
Anticipating the Geula.

MESIRAS NEFESH
FOR GEULA
By Yehoshua Kenig
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Hirsh and his mother was Esther,
daughter of R’ Chanina Horowitz,
rav of the city Olinov. When he was
three, he became seriously ill, and
the name Chaim was added, upon
the advice of the Divrei Chaim of
Tzanz.

As a child, his gifts were
apparent. He began writing his first
book on Shulchan Aruch at age
eleven. R’ Chaim Elozor was known
for his fine character and
compassionate heart. He was the
type to unhesitatingly take off his
coat and give it to a poor man. His
relationship with simple Jews was
like that of a father to his children.
He lovingly guided them, and helped
them in all ways.

His first wife was Chaya Chasha,
daughter of Shraga Yair Rabinowitz
of Bialbezog. He divorced in 5666,
since they had no children. In 5687,

he married Rochel Perel, daughter of
Yaakov Moshe Safrin of Kamarna.

In 5673 (1913), upon the death
of his father, he was appointed
Admur and head of the Munkatcher
Kollel in Eretz Yisroel. He founded a
yeshiva and chadarim, which he
named Darkei T’shuva. Hundreds of
bachurim learned in the yeshiva,
coming from all parts of Europe.

Rabbi Chaim Elozor was a
staunch opponent to Zionism, but
this did not stop him, in 5675
(1915), from purchasing land in
Yerushalayim for the purpose of
building homes for the members of
the Munkatch Kollel. The Battei
Munkatch neighborhood was built
on the land he bought. The small
neighborhood was similar to other
Yerushalmi neighborhoods of that
time, being comprised of three
buildings surrounding a central

courtyard.

FOCUS ON MOSHIACH
The Minchas Elozor never

diverted his attention from
anticipating the Geula. His heart and
soul burned fiercely with longing
and faith in the coming of
Moshiach.
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As a child, his
gifts were
apparent. He
began writing his
first book on
Shulchan Aruch at
age eleven. 

Below: The Admur Chaim Elozor Shapiro, the Minchas Elozor, with the city of Munkatch of today in the background
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His Talmid, Rabbi Moshe Yaakov
Weiss, Rav of the Neve Achiezer
neighborhood in B’nei Brak, relates:

“There wasn’t a day that my
Rebbi did not talk about Moshiach. I
will never forget Rosh HaShana
when, before the t’kios, he would
stand and address the congregation
with copious tears, saying, ‘Jews,
drop all side issues. I know that
everyone has problems with health
and parnasa, but the thing that we
all need to daven for on Rosh
HaShana is Moshiach.’

“In Munkatch, in the era of the
Minchas Elozor, no one was
distracted from the topic of the
coming of Moshiach. That was the

atmosphere for us bachurim. After
every Yom Tov, bachurim would
print his Divrei Torah, and there you
can see how he would speak
fervently about Moshiach. He would
not divert his attention for even a
moment from the coming of
Moshiach.

“In Munkatch, when people
blessed one another, they would
add, ‘May we merit to see one
another together with the coming of
Moshiach.’ That was the accepted
bracha among the Chassidim in
Munkatch.”

A TIME OF CRISIS
On the second day of Sukkos, he

would prostrate himself on the
graves of his ancestors and pray for
the Geula. When he was asked how
he could do that on Yom Tov, the
answer he gave was that the din is
that during a time of sorrow, or even
a plague affecting animals, we blow
the shofar to arouse mercy, even on
Shabbos; so certainly nowadays,
when it is a time of misfortune for
Yaakov with inestimable misfortune,
physically and spiritually …

A Chassid who witnessed his
prostration on the gravesite of his
father, the Darkei T’shuva, gave the
following moving description:

“With great arousal and much
crying, Rabbeinu shlita cried out:
‘My father, my holy father! The
Jewish people are wrung out and
dislocated spiritually and materially,
and the Torah is in a very low state.
Why are you quiet there in the upper
Gan Eden with all the tzaddikim?
Arise, those who dwell in the dust,
to arouse mercy on our behalf, and
to send Moshiach Tzidkeinu! Please
speak favorably on behalf of the
Jewish people, to seal us for a year
of Geula and salvation, speedily,
now, amen.”

The fire of anticipation and belief
were perhaps even more outstanding
in his numerous s’farim (over 30).
Apparently, his yearning for Geula is
what motivated him to write his
s’farim. In the introduction to his
Divrei Torah, he quoted the Gaon,
Reb Shlomo Kluger of Brody, on the
verse, “asos s’farim harbeh ein ketz”
(making many, endless s’farim) –
that when you see that the ketz (time
for Moshiach to come) does not
arrive, one should write many
s’farim, “because perhaps additional
Torah works need to be published …
and this will bring the coming of the
Redeemer closer.”

TORAH FOR MOSHIACH
Shavuos of the year 5686 (1926)

is engraved in the memories of all
the residents of Munkatch. On this
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THE CITY OF MUNKATCH
The city of Munkatch is in the Carpathian region in Western

Ukraine. Before World War II, the city was under Czech, and then the
Hungarians took over.

The Jewish presence in Munkatch began over 360 years ago. The
first mosad to be built was the shul, which was rented from the town
government. Then schools were set up, a Beis Din was established, and
a rav was appointed – Rabbi Yehuda Leib, the first rav of Munkatch.

Munkatch became famous in the Jewish world for its rabbanim and
Admurim, who earned a reputation as fearless and strong Rabbanim
who established a beautiful Chassidic dynasty. The city had mosdos
Torah and chesed, and even a yeshiva run by the Admur, which was
called Darkei T’shuva.

When trouble began to loom, it also affected the community in
Munkatch. The city was taken over by the Hungarians, who happily
collaborated with the Nazis. Persecution of Jews began, even before the
Nazi conquest, by the Hungarians, who robbed them of their
citizenship, taxed them, and enlisted them in forced labor. When the
Nazis came, they locked the Jews in a crowded ghetto.

In the spring of 1944, the Nazis burst into the ghetto, packed most
of the Jews into cattle cars, and transported them to concentration
camps. Most of the talmidim of Darkei T’shuva were killed Al Kiddush
Hashem. The names of many of them remain unknown.

The Jewish community in Munkatch was almost completely gone,
but the spirit of Munkatch continues to thrive in beautiful k’hillos in the
United States and Eretz Yisroel.

In its heyday, under the Minchas Elozor, about half, or even more,
of the 30,000 residents of Munkatch were Jews. Today, out of nearly
100,000 residents, only about 300 Jews live there.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Teichman, shliach and rav in Jewish
communities in the Carpathians, including Munkatch, looks after the
material and spiritual needs of the tiny community.
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day, there was a Hachnasas Seifer Torah for a Torah
that the Minchas Elozor had commissioned to be written
for himself. It was a small scroll, written in beautiful
script on deer hide, by a G-d fearing, Yemenite scribe in
Yerushalayim.

The Torah was brought from the home of the
Minchas Elozor to the Beis Midrash, with much singing
and rejoicing. Suddenly, a loud proclamation was heard
from the Admur. “This Torah is in my possession only
temporarily,” he said, as tears poured down his face,
“for when Moshiach comes, speedily in our day, he will
need two Torahs, one for his treasury and one to keep
with him wherever he is, as the Laws of Kings dictates.
This Torah needs to be small, so that it can be with him
constantly. I dedicate this Torah that, with Hashem’s
help, will be speedily, in our days, brought as a gift for
Moshiach ben Dovid.”

MYSTERIOUS VISIT TO ERETZ YISROEL
In Iyar, 5690 (1930), the Minchas Elozor spent

thirteen days in Eretz Yisroel. During his stay, he visited
the holy sites and the Munkatch neighborhood. One of
the outstanding incidents that took place during his stay,
was a visit shrouded in mystery with Rabbi Shlomo
Elozor Alfandri, a Rav and Mekubal in Yerushalayim.

The visit took place on the eve of 14 Iyar, Pesach
Sheini. That evening, the Minchas Elozor entered the
room of the Mekubal and asked to speak with him
privately. The crowd that remained outside tried to listen
from the windows and cracks, and heard snippets of an
intense conversation about the coming of Moshiach. 

The Minchas Elozor pleaded with the Mekubal to

bring about the coming of Moshiach immediately. Rabbi
Alfandri responded with the words of the verse, “Behold,
he stands behind our walls.” The listeners did not hear
more than that. Rabbi Alfandri died a few days later. He
was over 100.

Wherever the Minchas Elozor went, his fiery
yearning for the Geula was prominent. When he went,
for example, to the grave of Rabbi Yochanan HaSandler,
he said, “Now, in the period called “the heels of
Moshiach,” we need a good sandler (shoemaker) to fix
the heels…

So too, when he went to the grave of the Amora,
Rabbi Yirmiya, he recited T’hillim and mentioned what
the Talmud Yerushalmi relates that Rabbi Yirmiya said
before he died: “Dress me in white, pressed clothing;
dress me in distinguished clothing. Put shoes on my feet,
place my stick in my hand, and lay me on my side, so
that I will be ready when Moshiach comes.”

His visit sent shockwaves throughout the country,
and the written media covered it extensively. He
returned to Munkatch less than two weeks later, where
he received a royal welcome, as his student, Moshe
Goldstein described: “We arrived at the courtyard of the
royal house … and everyone called out, ‘Yechi Adoneinu
Moreinu V’Rabbeinu,’ he should lead us forever and
towards Moshiach Tzidkeinu, speedily in our days,
amen.”

NONSTOP DEMAND: AD MASAI
Upon his return, Rabbi Chaim Elozor increased his

efforts to build up Judaism in his city. Under his
energetic leadership, the Jewish community in Munkatch
grew until it numbered more than half of the residents of
the city. Mosdos Torah were established, along with
tz’daka and chesed organizations. Many street names

The Minchas Elozor pleaded
with the Mekubal to bring
about the coming of
Moshiach immediately.
Rabbi Alfandri responded
with the words of the verse,
“Behold, he stands behind
our walls.” Rabbi Alfandri
died a few days later.

The old shul
in Munkatch
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were changed to Jewish names, such
as “Darkei T’shuva.”

His name became famous even
among non-Jews, and many leaders
visited him and consulted with him,
including Thomas Masaryk, the first
president of Czechoslovakia, Edvard
Benes, who was appointed president
after the death of Masaryk,
Wilhelmina, Queen of Holland and
others. 

The Minchas Elozor passed away
on 2 Sivan, 1937, in Munkatch. He
left behind hundreds of talmidim,
geonim and famous rabbanim, and
dozens of s’farim on varied Torah
subjects. But more than anything
else, he left behind his example of
someone with a fiery faith in the
coming of Moshiach. He was a role
model of one who did not stop
asking “ad masai.”

In 1933, his only daughter
married Rabbi Boruch Yehoshua
Yerachmiel Rabinowitz, who later
succeeded him. Today, two sons of
Rabbi Rabinowitz serve as
Admurim. Rabbi Moshe Yehuda
Leib Rabinowitz is Admur in Boro

Park, and Rabbi Yitzchok Yaakov
Rabinowitz is Admur in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

HIS RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE REBBE

RAYATZ
The warm connection between

Lubavitch and Chassidus Munkatch
began in the time of the Rebbe
Rayatz, who corresponded with the
Minchas Elozor.

The Rebbe Rayatz and the
Minchas Elozor met at the healing
spas, which they went to on
doctor’s orders. It is said that the
Rebbe MH”M once accompanied
his father-in-law on his trip to the
spa, and met with the Minchas
Elozor there.

During their stay in Marienbad,
the Czechoslovakian resort known
for its mineral springs, they would
walk together. On one such
occasion, the Munkatcher suddenly
stopped walking and began
breathing deeply. The Rebbe Rayatz
asked him whether he wasn’t
feeling well and wanted to return.
The Munkatcher said no. A few
minutes later, the Munkatcher
began breathing deeply again, and
said, “I am smelling the scent of
k’dusha.” The Rebbe Rayatz
smiled.

When the Admur, Rabbi Yehuda
Leib Rabinowitz, visited the Rebbe
MH”M, the Rebbe told him that he
once saw a letter which his father-
in-law had written to the Minchas
Elozor with superlatives in the
heading - several rows of them! 

LEARNING TANYA WITH
YOUNG CHILDREN TOO

The Minchas Elozor wrote a
letter to the Rabbis of Mesivta
Torah Vodaas, which seems to be a
response to their complaint about
one of the teachers, who learned
Tanya with the boys. In his
response he said, “As to whether to

learn Likkutei Amarim Tanya with
the boys, in my opinion … they are
a balm for the eyes and they purify
the heart and soul. That which is
famous needs no proof … it can be
of great benefit, especially in
America, where wantonness and
heresy abound, Heaven protect us.”

In 5748, after the Rebbetzin
passed away, the Admur, Rabbi
Yaakov Rabinowitz, came to be
menachem the Rebbe. He said to
the Rebbe: “My grandfather, the
Minchas Elozor, highly praised the
Rebbe Rayatz.”

Older Chassidei Munkatch
described the high esteem in which
letters from the Rebbe Rayatz were
received at the home of the
Minchas Elozor. In general, the
special connection between their
Rebbe and Lubavitch was well
known.

THE LUBAVITCHER
REBBE AND THE

MINCHAS ELOZOR
The Rebbe’s relationship with

the Minchas Elozor was unusual.
The Rebbe even indicated that in
many instances, he conducts
himself according to the teachings
of the Munkatcher, even when his
father-in-law did not. On Pesach
night, 5730 (1970), Rashag asked
the Rebbe whether the Rebbe
Rayatz took the head of the
maror.

The Rebbe replied: “No, it’s my
kuntz.”

Then the Rebbe added: “I hold
of the Munkatcher.” He quoted
what it says about the
Munkatcher, “For maror he took a
bit from the hard root of the
horseradish, which wasn’t ground,
and added to that to complete a
k’zayis from the ground up
horseradish.”

In letters of the Rebbe that deal
with halachic topics, he often
refers to p’sakim of the Minchas

There is a letter of
the Munkatcher, in

which he writes
unequivocally that

we need mesirus
nefesh for

Moshiach to come,
similar to the

mesirus nefesh for
the three things
that it says, “be

killed and do not
transgress!”
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Elozor: for example, the heter to change the Nusach
HaT’filla to Nusach Ari but not the reverse,
bachurim putting on T’fillin D’Rabbeinu Tam, the
obligation to grow a beard, laws of mourning, etc.
Also, in the book of minhagim that was compiled
from what the Rebbe said, many references to the
Minchas Elozor’s s’farim are cited.

The special relationship between Lubavitch and
Munkatch continued into the seventh generation. On
several occasions, Rabbi Moshe Yehuda Leib and
Rabbi Yitzchok Yaakov Rabinowitz came to the
Rebbe.

When Rabbi Moshe Yehuda Leib came in 5725,
the Rebbe spoke highly of the s’farim of the Minchas
Elozor, which draw clear legal conclusions. The
Rebbe inquired about manuscripts of the Munkatcher
that were not yet printed, and encouraged the
reprinting of the s’farim that were already in print.

In 5748, when Rabbi Y.L. Rabinowitz came to be
menachem avel, the Rebbe asked again about
reprinting the s’farim of the Minchas Elozor which
are unique in combining Nigleh and P’nimius
ha’Torah. When Rabbi Y.Y. Rabinowitz came to be

menachem avel, the Rebbe also spoke about printing
his grandfather’s s’farim and said: “It is worthwhile
and proper to try and publicize the s’farim of the
Minchas Elozor … Surely you know that in
Lubavitch we try to reach every single place,
‘spreading the wellsprings outward’ …This activity
hastens the coming of Moshiach, like the Baal Shem
Tov wrote in his famous letter.”

The Rebbe also suggested that he publish his
grandfather’s letter about the benefit of learning
Tanya.

At the Siyumei HaRambam which take place every
year in Crown Heights, the Munkatcher Admur sends
his brother-in-law, R’ Mordechai Leib Weiss, Rosh
Yeshiva in Munkatch, as his personal representative
to the event.

PEARLS FROM THE MUNKATCHER
It is permissible to ask for the Geula as reward

for a mitzva – It says “eikev tishmiun”, and Rashi
says this refers to those easy mitzvos which a person
treads upon with his heels (eikev). In Ikvisa
d’Meshicha, one must be extra careful with easy as
well as hard mitzvos, for we don’t know the reward
for mitzvos. 

This is seemingly difficult to understand, for we
are told, “Be like servants who serve the master not
for the sake of reward!”

Rather, surely … in order to receive the reward,
i.e. to hasten the Geula thereby … it is permissible to
ask for this reward, that he redeem us speedily in our
days, since this rectifies the world to its ultimate
purpose and the Will of Hashem 

(Chaim V’Shalom).

To ask again and again, we were not told “do
not add” – In the Midrash and s’farim it says that
Moshe Rabbeinu davened 515 prayers, like the
numerical equivalent of the word “VaEschanan.” If
he had davened one more prayer, he would have been
able to enter the land, but Hashem told him not to. 

This is a lesson for those who err in our times
and think we shouldn’t daven excessively for the
Geula. They maintain: “Why add to what we pray in
the Shmoneh Esrei?”

From this we see that if Moshe would have
davened one more t’filla, he would have been
answered. Since we were not told not to daven more,
then surely it is a great mitzva to pray and pour out
our soul … and may we merit the Geula shleima
b’karov, speedily.

One who says he will come later is a heretic! –
the Rambam writes in his commentary, in Hilchos
Melachim, that one who does not believe in theThe Minchas Elozor 
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coming of Moshiach, or does not
await his coming - and he is
clearly drawing a distinction with
the word “or”, that even one who
believes in his coming but does
not await his coming and says he
can come at a later time - is called
one who denies Toras Moshe.

(Hagada shel Pesach – Shaar Yisachar)

To be aware of Moshiach’s
suffering – In truth, if a person
thought about the anguish that the
holy Sh’china has, and the pain
that Moshiach Tzidkeinu suffers -
for there is no end to the
afflictions that he suffers from in
every generation - then surely our
own suffering would not be
considering suffering at all, and
we would ask for mercy solely for
Moshiach’s coming. 

(Mashmia Yeshua)

To wait every day? But Ben
Dovid does not come etc. – It is
says in the Zohar, “Do not
anticipate the footsteps of
Moshiach until you see a rainbow
with clear colors shining in the
world.” A person might ask, “But
we are commanded to believe and
wait for his coming every day?”

The answer is: You can ask
further on the Gemara, where it
states many signs like that - “Ben
Dovid will not come until
everybody is either entirely guilty
or entirely innocent,” and “until
coins are gone from pockets,” and
many others. Surely, Chazal did
not mean to say that we shouldn’t
anticipate Moshiach’s coming
until these signs are fulfilled, and
thus negate the main idea of “I
await his coming every day.”

These signs are not
prerequisites. There is a similar
inyan where it says, “Yisroel is not
redeemed except through t’shuva
– once they do t’shuva, they are
immediately redeemed.” Even
when a person knows that he did
not do a proper t’shuva, still, “I
await his coming every day,”

waiting for Hashem to say, “for
My sake I will do it”. This is
obvious and clear.

These times and signs are
surely true, but they are not
absolute prerequisites.

(Divrei Torah)

The Geula is not with my
strength and the power of my
hand but from Heaven – We
believers of Yisroel believe, and
must believe, that after all the
many misfortunes and tzaros
which have come upon us, our
salvation is near. But do not,
heaven forbid, attempt to
materialize the Geula in a natural
way. It will not be through man’s
power and might, for a natural
and human Geula is not called
Geula. 

(Divrei Kodesh)

MESIRUS NEFESH FOR
MOSHIACH’S COMING

The Rebbe called 5744, Tihiye
Shnas Divrei Moshiach. The
Rebbe urged everyone to demand
the true and complete Geula
through Moshiach immediately. At
one of the farbrengens of that
year, the Rebbe said: 

… As for those who complain

about the fervent and copious
speaking about the coming of
Moshiach Tzidkeinu – there is a
letter of the Munkatcher that was
recently reprinted, in which he
writes explicitly and
unequivocally that we need
mesirus nefesh for Moshiach to
come, similar to the mesirus
nefesh for the three things that it
says, “be killed and do not
transgress!”

The Munkatcher is accepted
by all groups as a great man and
a gadol b’Yisroel … and he
writes explicitly that one should
be moser nefesh for Moshiach’s
coming, explaining at length that
this mesirus nefesh is like that of
the three sins.

If only they publicized this
letter, which has already been
printed in his book! Whoever
wants to can buy it and see the
letter for himself.

In connection with this, one of
his talmidim related how one time
he spoke about the mesirus nefesh
needed to bring Moshiach, and he
said in Yiddish: “Zol lozen
shecht’n” (he should allow himself
to be slaughtered) in order to
bring Moshiach!

REMAZIM - ALLUSIONS
At a farbrengen in 5744, the Rebbe related that the Minchas Elozor

learned a lesson in Torah and K’dusha from everything that happened
in his daily life. For example, when he traveled by train he tried to find
an allusion and lesson from the number on the compartment in which
he sat!

“This conduct is in accordance with the teaching of the Baal Shem
Tov, that from everything a Jew sees or hears, he should learn a lesson
in his avodas Hashem.”

In the kuntres “Beis Rabbeinu Sh’B’Bavel”, the Rebbe explains the
remazim in the number of his beis midrash, his “home,” 770. In
footnote 85 he alludes to this story about the Munkatcher:

“The conduct of g’dolei Yisroel was to learn lessons in avodas
Hashem even from mundane matters like the number of a train
compartment, which is something transient. All the more so for one’s
permanent home, and especially in this case, when the address becomes
the name of the building, as is mentioned in the text.”
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