












we checked it out, we discovered
that that very day was her
yahrtzait! We memorialized her
that day, at last understanding
why our meeting had been
postponed.

About a year ago, as we sat
with our guests Friday night, I
told the story of Avrohom Avinu’s
circumcision. One of the guests
announced that he had never
been circumcised. His mother
was Jewish, but his non-Jewish
father had not allowed a bris to
be performed. Our guest himself
was afraid to have a bris done.

I gave him a naturopathic
treatment to help him overcome
his anxiety, and on Motzaei
Shabbos he decided to undergo

circumcision. We held the bris
and my husband was the sandek.
Now, the man is very involved
with our activities and he serves
as our right-hand man.

One night, two young men
came to us covered in blood.
They had been beaten by blacks,
and I treated them both physically
and spiritually. One of them was
the son of a Litvishe rosh yeshiva,
but had gone off the derech. He
stayed with us for four Shabbasos
and began to get back on track.
He renewed his connection with
his father. We hope for his
complete recovery, with Hashem’s
help.

INSTEAD OF
A MACHZOR

On Yom Kippur, like at many
Chabad houses, we have more
people than usual. One year,
before Yom Kippur, a young man
came to our Chabad house and
said to my husband, “I don’t like
to pray and I don’t want to feel
threatened. I found this book in
your family room, Navi
Mikirbicha (A Prophet From
Amongst You) and that will be my
Siddur.” My husband told him to
do as he pleased.

The man sat all of Yom Kippur
glued to the book. After the fast
he said to my husband, “Now
take me to 770.” My husband
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agreed and at this point, this man
is in the process of becoming a
baal t’shuva in Flatbush.

Apropos of Yom Kippur, a
young man who was with us for
the davening told my husband
that he wanted to take off a week
to find himself. My husband
advised him to go to 770. He did,
and today he is a baal t’shuva.

There was a Litvishe bachur
who would study with my
husband despite his yeshiva
forbidding a connection with
Chabad. After three years, my
husband told him, “You can’t go
on this way. You have to decide
where you belong.” After some
discussion, he finally said, “Fine,
so arrange a place for me in a
Lubavitch yeshiva.”

He became friendly with

bachurim in 770, and today it’s a
pleasure to see him. He will soon
go to the yeshiva in Be’er Sheva
to learn for smicha. Needless to
say, he is an ardent Chassid.

THE REBBE’S KOCHOS
We manage with the kochos of

the Rebbe. Every time I want to
return to Eretz Yisroel, the Rebbe
doesn’t allow it. One answer in
the Igros Kodesh said, “You
should help your husband
establish the shul.” Another time,
it said, “I can’t guarantee it, but
it is recommended that you stay.”
The third time, when I couldn’t
take it anymore, the Rebbe wrote
quoting the verse, “The stone that
was despised by the builders,
became the cornerstone.”

In addition to the Rebbe’s
kochos, I derive strength from my
children, twins who are connected
with “didan natzach.” Back in
5747, after the Rebbe won the
court case, the Rebbe said it was
an auspicious time. I went with a
friend to the graves of tzaddikim
in Teveria and asked them to
intercede on my behalf so I would
have another child. Six months
later I discovered that I was
pregnant with twins. They were
born on 6 Tishrei in 5748, Shnas
Hakhel. 

In times of difficulty, I tell
myself, “I made it through all the
hardships in my life thanks to the
Rebbe. Now I will carry out my
difficult shlichus for him and do
my part to bring the Geula.” 

The bar mitzva
of the twins
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“The doctor of Yemos
HaMoshiach” is how Dr. Shlomo
Shaltiel is known by the residents
of the northern yishuv of Ramat
Yishai and its environs. Shaltiel is
originally from Iran. He made
aliya after he successfully
completed his medical studies at
the University of Teheran, back in
the time of the Shah, before the
Iranian Revolution. This bearded
doctor is well known among the
residents of the kibbutzim and
moshavim in the area. During his
years of work as a family doctor,
first in the south of the country
and then in the north, he received
many commendations for his

devoted work.
Even as he turns seventy,

many of his patients are unwilling
to forgo his diagnoses and
continue to come to see him. The
transformation in his life to one
of Torah and mitzvos occurred
entirely by Divine Providence,
during a visit to the United States
with a delegation of doctors for a
worldwide tennis tournament.

When he returned to the
moshav, he began taking an
interest in Chassidus and quickly
became a Chassid. Today,
whenever he has a chance, he
goes around to homes in the area
and gives out Chassidishe reading

material. Dr. Shaltiel is also
respected in the Arab villages in
the area, and he uses this position
to publicize the Seven Noachide
Laws.

HIS CHILDHOOD
IN IRAN

Shlomo Shaltiel was born to a
traditional Jewish family in
central Iran. They were very
poor. At the beginning of each
week, his father, Mordechai,
would go around to the big
markets in order to buy fabric
cheaply. Then he would go from
village to village and sell it.

“We ate meat once a week, on
Shabbos. My mother a”h would
buy 150 grams of ground meat
and mix it with wheat, chumus
and lentils, and this is what we
ate on Shabbos. There were times
that there was nothing to wear,
but we never complained and we
knew how to manage with little.”

Although the Shaltiel family
wasn’t considered particularly
religious, the parents instilled the
foundations of faith and Judaism
in their children. 

“Every Friday, my mother and
aunts would light candles before
sunset. We didn’t go to shul
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prof i le

Dr. Shlomo Shaltiel was born nearly
seventy years ago to a traditional
family in Iran. He went to university,
supported himself, reached the rank
of officer in the Iranian army, and
then left it all and made aliya. * Thus
began his journey towards the Rebbe
and Chassidus and he is now a
doctor-shliach.

A DOCTOR WHO
BECAME A ROVING
SHLIACH
By Nosson Avrohom
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regularly, but we did not forget
our uniqueness as Jews. If we
would have forgotten, our gentile
neighbors would have been sure
to remind us. When I grew older
and my family moved to Teheran,
I attended the Jewish Alliance
School, where we learned a little
about Judaism, one hour a week.”

Since his family was so poor,
the father dreamed that his son
would make it through his
studies. He would constantly urge
him to study so that he would
have a promising future. This is
why he registered his son at the
Alliance school, an exclusive
school where the students also
studied French and English.
However, doing well in his
studies went along with forgetting

Jewish tradition.
When he went to university, he

behaved like anyone else, free of
any religious constraints. The
only thing he observed was
fasting on Yom Kippur.

Before Shlomo started medical
school, he studied veterinary
medicine, chemistry and
literature. When he concluded
these subjects successfully, he
was disappointed that he did not
find satisfaction in them. He
decided to study medicine, which
he found enjoyable. 

“In order to finance my
studies, I would buy large
quantities of socks and
undershirts in the market in
Teheran, and go around with my
father and sell them in the

“I say that
Chassidus is a
medication with
no side effects.
When a person
does not feel well
or is dealing with
an illness, the
teachings of
Chassidus protect
him no less than
medicine does.”

Dr. Shlomo Shaltiel
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villages. I recall going to a
regular customer of my father’s,
an officer in the Iranian army. He
took a liking to me, and told my
father, ‘Send him to study, so
that when he gets older he won’t
sell fabric but will be an army
officer.’”

His father did what he could
to ensure that his son would be a
successful student. “Even though
the Shah was known to be kind to
the Jews, and a lot of business
was done between Iran and
Israel, the Iranian man on the
street hated Jews. The biology
professor, who had studied in
Germany, was a big anti-Semite.
Although we Jews in his class
were the best students, none of us
got a mark higher than 60. We
knew there was no point in
arguing with him.”

Shlomo was often aided by the
fact that looked typically Persian,
not Jewish, but one time, even
this did not help him. 

“In the middle of my second
year in medical school, I became
friendly with a gentile dental
technician. This man had a hobby
of hunting geese far from the
city, in an area that was
surrounded by lakes. He didn’t
know that I was Jewish until he

once saw me in the company of
Jewish students. On our next
hunting expedition, a young boy
came over to me and whispered
that if I valued my life I shouldn’t
go hunting anymore. He had
heard that this technician and his
friends were planning on
murdering me and throwing my
body in the river.”

Despite his distance from
religious observance, Shlomo felt
a growing affinity for Eretz
Yisroel and his Jewish heritage. 

“While I was still in high
school, people from the different
parties in Israel came to speak to
us to drum up interest in aliya.
HaPoel HaMizrachi even opened
branches where they taught Ivrit.
I was an active member of the
Labor branch, and after learning
five hundreds words in Hebrew, I

helped open another four
branches and even prepared
teachers so they could teach Ivrit
to other students.”

When Shlomo graduated
medical school, he was drafted
into the army. Since his marks
were good, he served in central
cities.

“After six months of training, I
was appointed as an officer in the
medical corps. We were assigned
posts in central cities and our job
was to help villagers in villages
around the city, whose hygienic
standards were low. We had to
supply them with free medication
and treatment. Every day we
would visit another village. I
enjoyed my service in the medical
corps very much, handling the
medical challenges that I had
learned about in school.”

“I had seen many
rabbis in my life.

There were those I
respected and

those I admired,
but the feeling I

had with the
Rebbe was
altogether
different.”

STORY OF A FAMILY
I would often get phone calls from friends and acquaintances who

would ask me to come to cities or moshavim where I did not work as a
doctor, in order to examine patients and give them a diagnosis.

About ten years ago, Mr. Elisha, a deputy mayor of Afula and the
leader of the Persian communities in the north of the country, called
and told me about a Persian Jewish family from Shiraz, Iran, who had
settled in Natzrat Ilit. The father was unwell and he asked me to go and
see him.

I went that same day, and after I treated the man I got into a
conversation with the family. I was told that their acclimation to Eretz
Yisroel was so difficult that they were considering returning to Iran. I
felt bad that they were having such a hard time in Eretz Yisroel, and I
explained that it’s hard at first, and that in Eretz Yisroel, their children
had greater opportunities to study Torah and do mitzvos. In the
Diaspora, it was more likely that their children would assimilate. I also
told them about the Rebbe and about the Igros Kodesh, and they were
finally convinced to stay.

“When we wrote to the Rebbe, they opened to an amazing answer
which indicated that they remain and not leave. They were very
impressed. After a few hours of telling them about the Rebbe and
Chassidus, I said goodbye and didn’t hear from them again. The next
time I heard about them was when I saw a Chabad Persian newspaper
called ‘Generation of Moshiach.’ The publisher was one of the children
of that family, who now lives in B’nei Brak. At first he had gone in the
direction of Shas, but then he discovered Chassidus and he became an
ardent Chassid.”

677a:Beis Moshiach  29/12/2008  6:49 AM  Page 34



BE IS MOSHIACH Issue 677 35

LIFE CHANGE
When Shlomo concluded his army duty in 1968,

he decided he was moving to Israel. After Israel’s
miraculous victory in the Six Day War, he had a
longing to be a part of the nation in Israel. 

“When my parents heard my plan for the first
time, they didn’t stop crying. They couldn’t
understand why I would leave a good position with
a nice salary to go to a land which, to them, was
backwards. How would I manage there? When they
saw that I was determined to leave Iran, they tried
to convince me to emigrate to the United States or
a country in Europe.”

R’ Shaltiel tells me that he had a feeling that the
Shah would lose the throne and that the radical
Moslems would take over the country in a
revolution.

“I couldn’t articulate it, but that is what I felt. I
was one of the first Jewish doctors to go to Israel
from Iran. Many more followed me.”

When he moved to Israel, he was attached to a
branch of Kupat Cholim in Kiryat Gat, where he
lived. He was quickly sent away from the Ulpan for

learning Hebrew, because they thought he spoke the
language well enough already. He acclimated
quickly and successfully.

In 5732 (1972), when he felt like an old-time
Israeli, he decided to specialize in his field. He was
sent by Kupat Cholim Klalit to do a residency in the
HaEmek hospital in Afula. He divided his time
between his work in the internal medicine
department in the hospital and his job as a family
doctor a few times a week in Ramat Yishai, which at
that time numbered very few people.

His living in Israel did not make him rethink his
Judaism; on the contrary, all his medical friends
were irreligious so there was no one to inspire him
to return to his traditions. He acquired a good
reputation as a doctor, which only distanced him
from introspection and searching.

The first glimmerings of interest in Torah came
as a result of his association with a certain
intellectually inclined cabby, Meir Ifargon, whose
growing interest in Torah and mitzvos started to rub
off on Dr. Shaltiel.

“I began to attend seminars and lectures at
Arachim. I saw that Torah has depth and I found it
interesting. I started keeping kosher and Shabbos.
After my initial enthusiasm though, I cooled off and
considered dropping it all.”

This was a confusing period for him. On the one
hand, he realized that there was truth here; he
couldn’t ignore it. On the other hand, the way
things were presented to him, a presentation with a
constant element of fear, made him feel that he
couldn’t commit to mitzva observance and that it
was better not to start.

“At the right time and the right place, Hashem

“On our next hunting
expedition, a young boy
whispered to me that if I
valued my life I
shouldn’t go hunting
anymore. He had heard
that they were planning
on murdering me and
throwing my body in the
river.”

Shlomo Shaltiel (center) during his army duty in Iran
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sent me the medicine for my soul.
Back in Iran, I had played tennis
a lot. I really enjoyed the sport. I
was sent to California for a
doctors’ tennis tournament by the
doctors’ union, to represent
Israel. I was thrilled to go.”

Before Shlomo boarded the
plane to the US, he contacted his
nephew in New York. His nephew
had migrated to America before
the Iranian Revolution with the
help of Chabad, and thought the
world of the Rebbe.

“My nephew’s enthusiasm for
the Rebbe surprised me. He
spoke about the Rebbe in glowing
terms, as a miracle worker, a
prophet and the one who had
saved him and about another
1000 Jewish children from Iran.”

R’ Shlomo felt he couldn’t
miss the experience, so he
arranged a stopover in New York.

“When we walked into 770
there was a large crowd waiting
for the Rebbe to enter for
Mincha. Some Chassidim who
stood near me realized that this
was my first time, and they
suggested that I stand near the
door and wait for the davening to
be finished. Then, when the
Rebbe would leave, I could see
him from up close and maybe
receive his blessings. I
understood that the Rebbe was no
ordinary rabbi who you could
meet at any time.”

Shlomo went up to the hall
near Gan Eden HaTachton and
waited for the Rebbe to come up
in the elevator. Then, he thought,
he would be able to see the
Rebbe.

“When the Rebbe came up, a
woman suddenly stepped forward
and began speaking to him. I
stood facing him, and when the
Rebbe looked up at me, I felt I
was melting. It’s a feeling that
can’t be explained in rational
terms. The Rebbe’s penetrating

eyes and his demeanor stunned
me. I trembled in fear.”

He did not understand what
was happening to him in those
moments. He had never felt fear
for any man, not even people in
authority. In Ramat Yishai he was
often called to accompany
government leaders and ministers
who visited the area, and he
guided them without a qualm.
Now, with one look from the
Rebbe he felt tremendous fear. 

“All my ideas of speaking to
the Rebbe vanished in that
moment, and I quickly left. Deep

inside I knew that the Rebbe was
awakening me, and I promised
myself that when I returned to
Israel I would find out what
Chabad Chassidus is about. I had
seen many rabbis in my life.
There were those I respected and
those I admired, but the feeling I
had with the Rebbe was
altogether different.”

When he returned to his home
in Ramat Yishai, he began
inquiring about Chabad in his
area. He soon met the rav of a
yishuv, shliach Rabbi Yosef

Yitzchok Volosov, and Rabbi
Shlomo Tzoref.

“I began attending farbrengens
and shiurim. I quickly realized
that there are many g’dolim in
Torah but the path of Chabad is
something loftier; it’s the Torah
of Moshiach. Chassidus and the
sichos lit up my neshama. There
was a long period in which I
would travel with a group of boys
to attend the shiurim given by the
rabbanim of the yeshiva in Migdal
HaEmek, Rabbi Goldberg, Rabbi
Gurewitz, and Rabbi Segal.”

DOCTOR AND ROVING
SHLIACH

Dr. Shaltiel decided not to
keep the enormous light that he
discovered in Chabad Chassidus
to himself, but to share it with as
many Jews as possible. Since that
time he has ordered many
hundreds of copies of Chabad
pamphlets in many languages.
Every week he gives them out to
as many Jews in as many homes
as he possibly can. This is not
only in his immediate area of
Ramat Yishai but throughout the
wider area, including – but not
limited to – Kfar Yehoshua,
Tivon, Kibbutz Alonim, and Beit
Shearim. In many places they
wait for him each week.

In the research I did for this
article, someone I know who lives
in Ramat Yishai told me that Dr.
Shaltiel goes to places and people
that a Chassid cannot necessarily
get to. 

“On one of my visits in Tivon,
I met two women. One was
married with children and the
other was single. The latter told
me that until the age of 16 she
studied in Chabad and today she
is a Leftist and supports the views
of the Arabs. 

“At the end of our
conversation I asked her directly
whether she had made a mistake
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“You can never
know the power of
a word and what

it can accomplish.
Sometimes, one

word of yours can
arouse hidden

resources of faith
and be a catalyst
for real change.”
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by leaving the path. She could tell
I wasn’t trying to be
condescending, and she admitted
that she had erred when she was
younger. She said that if she had
continued in the ways of
Chassidus she would probably be
married and have children and
wouldn’t be living the way she is
now. 

“I felt I had awakened her
pintele Yid. Whenever the
occasion arises to talk to people,
I do. You can never know the
power of a word and what it can
accomplish. Sometimes, one word
of yours can arouse hidden
resources of faith and be a
catalyst for real change.”

Dr. Shaltiel has numerous
examples of this:

“There’s a man from kibbutz
Alonim whom I met at his place
of work in Tivon. I would give
him Sichat HaGeula every week.
He’s an intellectual and I got into
a conversation with him. I told
him about my profession as a
doctor, and we became friends.
Before Yom Kippur last year, he
surprised me by asking where he

could attend services. 
“The closest place for him was

yishuv S’dei Yaakov, and I
recommended that he go there.
After Yom Kippur he told me that
he made the effort to go to Tivon,
and not only did he fast the entire
day but he did not leave the
shul.” Now that kibbutznik helps
Dr. Shaltiel distribute Chabad
periodicals, candle lighting kits,
etc. to various kibbutzim.

Many Jews with whom he
comes in contact want to write to
the Rebbe. “People today long for
a genuine leader, someone
elevated, and that’s where the
Rebbe comes in,” says Dr.
Shaltiel. He shared me with some
miracles that he was witness to.

“Six or seven years ago,
someone from yishuv S’dei
Yaakov came to me in my role of
physician and asked me my
opinion regarding a certain
problem he had. In the course of
our conversation I learned that he
did not have children for many
years. I felt sorry for him and
suggested that he write to the
Rebbe through the Igros Kodesh

and ask for a bracha. He was
skeptical, but since the idea came
from me, he finally agreed. Then
he returned home and didn’t see
him for several years. 

“I recently met him on yishuv.
He reminded me of the story,
which I had forgotten, and
exultantly told me that his wife
had given birth to twins, a boy
and a girl, that same year.”

He has another story about
someone who was already in the
operating room with a diagnosis
of appendicitis.

“When he called me and told
me about his condition, I asked
for a bracha for him. The Rebbe’s
answer that I opened to was that
it was all imaginary. I called him
back and he told me that in the
meantime he was feeling better. I
told him he could go home
without having an operation. The
doctors made him sign that any
deterioration in his condition was
his responsibility, and he agreed. 

“This man also did not have
children for some years. He asked
the Rebbe for a bracha, and he
had a daughter.”

Dr. Shaltiel is involved in the
painful situation of mixed
marriages between Jewish girls
and Arab men. 

“A few years ago I met an
Arab who boasted to me that he
was friends with a Jewish girl
from Migdal HaEmek. I painted a
harsh picture for him about the
suffering he would endure if he
remained friends with her. I said,
‘You will never have peace. She
will always be depressed.’ 

“He was very frightened by
what I told him, and a week later
he asked me to talk to the girl,
instead of him. I spoke to her in a
tough manner, telling her that
this was forbidden. She was
frightened and they broke up. In
situations such as these you have
to say the truth, namely that both

Dr. Shaltiel receiving a dollar from the Rebbe that he won in a raffle
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sides will end up losing.”

PEOPLE AREN’T ONLY
WAITING FOR
MOSHIACH …

When I asked Dr. Shaltiel if
he feels that the world is ready
for Geula now, more than years
ago, he was unequivocal:

“Twenty years ago, when I
would tell people about Judaism,
I would often encounter
difficulties. People didn’t want to
listen to me and some of them
got rid of me and not always in
the nicest way. Today, people
seek me out; they seek the truth.
Many young people are getting
involved in Judaism. I speak
openly about inyanei Moshiach
and Geula and Moshiach’s
identity, and people don’t have a
problem with it. Not only are

people waiting for Moshiach, they
are pleading for Moshiach to
come.”

As a doctor with plenty of
experience, Dr. Shaltiel explains
that part of the world’s readiness
for Geula is the connection that
is being observed and
acknowledged today between the
world of the spirit and the world
of action, which the medical
world previously did not
acknowledge and actively
negated. 

“I say that Chassidus is a
medication with no side effects.
When a person does not feel well
or is dealing with an illness, his
connection to the messages
within the teachings of Chassidus
protect him no less than medicine
does.

“At the yishuv here, there was
someone who had an intestinal
tumor and had given up hope.
Every week I would bring him the
D’var Malchus, and this gave him
chizuk. The Rebbe’s sichos gave
him hope and encouragement. He
has since recovered, and he says
that the strength to prevail over
the harsh treatment he had to
endure came from the teachings
of Chassidus.”

I asked Dr. Shaltiel his
thoughts about what is going in
Iran today. I assume he is in
touch with his relatives who
remained there.

“The tremendous hatred that
the Iranians have for Israel is the
result of one single cause – the
withdrawal agreements. In the

past, Israel had a good
relationship with the Iranian
people, but the imaginary peace
agreements changed that. Instead
of bringing to normalization and
good relationships, they brought
hatred and estrangement, just as
the Rebbe said in his sichos.

“As for the Jews who live
there, I speak to my sister-in-law
and nephews who remained there.
They say that they are given full
freedom. They explain to their
neighbors that they are Jews but
not Zionists. The government has
only expressed hatred for
Zionism. They are experiencing
the same spirit of spiritual revival
which Jews in Israel are
experiencing. They are going to
shul more and attending shiurim.
It is only their property that
keeps them there – the
government doesn’t stop them
from leaving.”

I asked Dr. Shaltiel what he
advises those who are involved in
hafatza.

“There are many people,
especially T’mimim, who man
t’fillin stands and don’t say a
word to people. Someone could
come and put on t’fillin and then
go on his way without hearing
anything. If someone is putting
on t’fillin, you have to take the
opportunity to tell him
something. People today are
thirsty to hear the truth. We can
never know what an impact we
can make. People are searching
for truth and faith and we have to
give it to them.” 

They are
experiencing the

same spirit of
spiritual revival

which Jews in
Israel are

experiencing. They
are going to shul

more and
attending shiurim. 
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PARENTAL LOVE
There is a powerful bond of

love between parents and children.
They care deeply about one
another, sharing in their joys and
disappointments as though it is
happening to themselves. When
one of them is in danger or is
experiencing some misfortune,
enormous compassion is aroused
on the part of the other, and they
will go to any length to save him.

This genuine love is sourced
deep in their hearts. They unite
and connect even in their desires –

when one of them takes pleasure in
a certain thing, he wants the other
one to enjoy it too. They
constantly seek to improve the lot
of their loved ones and to help
them realize their ambitions. The
act of giving provides them with
great satisfaction. 

Even physical distance does not
affect their love. In fact, the
distance only increases their strong
feelings. They can sense the
other’s mood, even at a distance.

They think only of the good
points of their family and look
away from the flaws. It can be as

clear as day that a family member
did something wrong, but they will
have compassion on him and
forgive him. Even the rebuke and
punishments that parents mete out
to their children comes from their
care and concern for them.

WHEN IS THE LOVE
STRONGER

When it comes to parental love,
is there a difference whether the
children are young or old? And
what about the children’s feelings
towards their parents – is there an
age when the feeling of love is
stronger, or does age make no
difference?

Torah and Chazal do emphasize
a difference in ages. Midrash
states, “Hashem says, I love only
Yisroel, as it says, ‘For Yisroel is a
youth and I love him,’ (Hosheia
11:1) … He loves the small child
more than the grown child.” The
open expressions of love such as
hugs, kisses, endearing words and
loving looks, are usually expressed
to little children far more than to
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ins ight

How is the love that parents have for an
older child different than the love for a
baby? Is love divided amongst children
or does each child receive “complete
love”? What is the difference between
Hashem’s love for His children during
exile and His love during Geula?

LOVE � BETWEEN
PARENTS AND
CHILDREN, BETWEEN
JEWS AND G-D
By Rabbi Yosef Karasik, Rav district Bat Chefer-Emek Chefer
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older children.
Yet in Shmos it refers to

“Yisroel, my firstborn son,” a term
of greatness, which seems to
indicate that the love is greater for
an older child.

The Rebbe explains in Likkutei
Sichos that both are true – in
certain respects the love for a
younger child is greater, while in
other respects the love for an older
child is greater:

Love for an older child has
logical reasons behind it. The
parents value their children’s
qualities – their talents, their
middos, the pleasure the children
give them – and the child admires
his parents who take care of him,
protect him, can be relied upon
and give him whatever they can.

The love for a little child who
has yet to mature and appreciate
all that his parents do for him,
especially a baby who doesn’t even
realize they are his parents, is not
a rational love. It’s a natural, inner
love that is not motivated by any
intellectual or emotional reasons.

The love for an older child is
called an “ahava sichlis” (rational
love) in Chassidus, because it has
a clear logical motivation. The love
for a little child is called “ahava
atzmis” in Chassidus, because it
comes from the essential bond
between parents and children, who
are united on a soul level . The
children are a part of the parents’
essence. They are one soul, one
essence, so the love between them
is like the love a person has for
himself.

LOVE WHICH IS NOT
MOTIVATED BY A

RATIONAL REASON
Despite the clear advantage in

the love of an older child which is
understood rationally and therefore
permeates a person’s entire being,
Chassidus explains that there is an

advantage in the love that a little
child feels towards his parents.

Rational love is actually self-
love and not love for another,
since his love for the other is based
on his personal appreciation. The
parent brought him into the world
and provides for him, and
therefore the child appreciates
what the parent does for him. It
makes sense to love since I receive
a benefit from him and I am
dependent on him. This love is
conditional and can therefore
change depending on mood or on
the ability to give. The love can
even weaken and disappear.

The natural love of a little
child, which is an essential-soul
love, is eternal. It does not change
with time or moods because it is
“an unconditional love.”

In other words, although an
older child has an essential bond
too, the logical reasons for the love
cover over the real reason, that
they are united at their source with
one neshama. It is specifically with
a little child who lacks the rational
reasons for love that the essential
connection is more apparent, and
therefore, the love of a little child
is a more open kind of love than
that of an older child.
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THE LOVE BETWEEN
HASHEM AND THE

JEWISH PEOPLE
There are also two kinds of love

between Hashem and the Jewish
people: the love of an older child
which comes from contemplating
Hashem’s kindness towards us and
our dependence on Him, and the
love of a little child, which is an
essential love not based on
meditation. It comes from the
inner bond between a Jew and
Hashem, as the Alter Rebbe says in
Tanya, “a veritable portion of G-d
Above.” The existence of a Jew is
united with the existence of the
Creator.

Hashem’s love for the Jewish
people contains these two levels as
well. When the Jewish people
observe Torah and mitzvos, the
love is also for their good qualities
– “Yisroel, my firstborn son.”
Yisroel has qualities that are
greater than those of other nations,
and therefore Hashem loves them.

However, there is also an
essential love that Hashem has for
the Jewish people, as the verse
says, “for Yisroel is a youth and I
love him.” It’s the love for the little
child who doesn’t have good
qualities yet. Hashem and the
Jewish people are one.

The Rebbe emphasizes the fact
that Hashem made us in such a
way that as little children grow up,
their minds and emotions mature
as well. This means that the
understanding of the mind doesn’t
necessarily have to conceal the
natural, deep and unconditional
love; on the contrary, it has the
ability to strengthen the revelation
of the essential love.

Accordingly, when a Jew uses his
mind and abilities for avodas
Hashem because of the command of
Hashem, with bittul and kabbalas ol,
his qualities will not conceal, but
actually reveal the essential love that
he has for Hashem.

IS LOVE FOR SEVERAL
CHILDREN A DIVIDED

LOVE?
Can parents love several

children with as much love as
parents of one child, or is their
love divided amongst their
children so that each additional
child diminishes their love?

Chassidus explains that there
can be total love for each child,
unlike love for something

physical, where the love for one
thing can diminish the love for
something else. For example, if a
person likes one particular food,
his love for that food may be
stronger than the love that
another person feels when he likes
several different foods. A dish was
once served to one of the
descendants of the Baal Shem Tov
and he said, “I love this food,”
but then he immediately regretted

saying that and said, “G-d forbid
that I have such a love! I love
Hashem and tolerate the food!
The Torah says, “and you shall
love G-d, your G-d, with all your
heart,” meaning there should be
no room in your heart for any
other love, just love for Hashem.

Children are of the essence of
the souls of the parents, thus the
love for one child does not
weaken the love for another child,
because they are all one entity.
Just as the love a person has for
his hand does not diminish the
love for his foot, so too the love
for one child does not weaken the
love for another child and the love
for one mitzva and a certain part
of Torah does not weaken the love
for other mitzvos and the rest of
Torah. [Nevertheless, the love for
an only child is an “extra love”
because Hashem made it that way
(Seifer HaMaamarim 5701, “Ata
Echad,” chapter 1)]

COMPLETE LOVE
IN GEULA

L’Asid Lavo, the enormous love
between Hashem and the Jewish
people will become apparent, both
the essential love and the rational
love.

The essential connection of the
Jewish people and Hashem – the
G-dly soul, “the veritable portion
of G-d Above” within each Jew –
will be seen by all created beings.
Hashem will remove all the
coverings that block Him from the
created beings, as it says, “your
teacher will no longer be
cloaked,” meaning that “He will
not hide His face from you.”

Likewise, all the good qualities
of the Jewish people over the
generations, from Avrohom Avinu
till our generation, will be
gathered together and all will see
how extraordinary are the Jewish
people. 

There are also two
kinds of love

between Hashem
and the Jewish

people: the love of
an older child

which comes from
contemplating

Hashem’s
kindness towards

us, and the love of
a little child,

which is an
essential love.
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