




















Torah view), that this is not referring
to someone who never learned and
doesn’t have Smicha. Of course a
person like that can’t pasken! It is
referring to someone who learned
and received Smicha but is not a
rav, but rather he does something
else for a living.

In order to pasken Halacha, you
need siyata d’Shmaya (Heavenly
assistance), which is given only to a
practicing rav. Since his job is to
teach people Halacha, he is helped
from Above. Of course, someone
who wants to be a practicing rav has
to do shimush (an apprenticeship)
with someone who is a practicing
rav himself and be immersed in the
world of p’sak, clarifying new
questions and reading new works
that are written.

As a rule, is the Alter Rebbe
lenient or strict?

The Alter Rebbe generally follows
the Shulchan Aruch and the Rama,
even though he has his own
perspective on the issue. He doesn’t
have one approach, lenient or strict,
but rather forms his own opinion
and isn’t afraid to make a decision.
For example, regarding a person
who is sick in bed, the Alter Rebbe
paskens leniently and says that
Shabbos can be desecrated for him,
even by a Jew, even with a melacha

Left: A seifer written by Rabbi
Tevrdovitz on the Alter Rebbe’s
Shulchan Aruch

d’Oraisa, if it is done with a shinui
(change).

Today there are many rabbanim
who don’t follow one posek all the
way through; in many instances they
take the stringencies of all the
shittos, just to be on the safe side.

Is there something novel in the
Alter Rebbe’s approach to
Halacha?

The Alter Rebbe possessed an
exceedingly broad mind and deep
understanding. For example, he
understood certain p’sakim in the
Mechaber, Rama or Magen
Avrohom differently than many
Acharonim. I am obviously not the
one to decide between them, but it is
clear that the Alter Rebbe had a deep
understanding and he relied on it.
After you delve into a topic, you see
how wonderfully his view fits with
what they say. His approach is to
clarify an issue till the end, and he
isn’t afraid to make a decision
according to his understanding of
the matter.

The Alter Rebbe, unlike other
poskim, was also a Rebbe. Are
there any Chassidic elements to
his Shulchan Aruch, or are the
halachos he wrote “dry,” with
the
Chassidishkait
left to Tanya
and his
maamarim?

From what
we can tell, the
Alter Rebbe
included
“Chassidishe considerations,”
especially in the later edition,
but very little of that edition
has come down to us. In the
first edition — which is most
of the Shulchan Aruch
that we have — there are
hardly any reasons
given whose source is

Kabbala or Chassidus. You also have
to remember that he wrote the
Shulchan Aruch before he became
Rebbe. He wrote it as the talmid of
the Maggid.

Still, there are occasional
references to the Kabbala of the
Arizal and other Sages of the
Kabbala. Sometimes, it’s mentioned
as a hiddur, but the opinions of the
kabbalists are always quoted with
great respect.

In Rabbi Yosef Karo’s Shulchan
Aruch that is not apparent?

The Beis Yosef brings a bit less of
that. He and the Arizal were related
by marriage, and lived in Tzfas at
the same time. He admired him
greatly, but the Arizal told the Beis
Yosef that his mission is to study
Halacha and Nigleh, not Kabbala.
He did not want to teach him the
secrets of Torah. Also, at that time
the Arizal’s writings were not widely
known, and we can assume that the
Beis Yosef did not see those things
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that we now know from the Ari.

COMBINING LEARNING
FROM THE SOURCE
WITH CURRENT
RULINGS

In Chabad yeshivos there is a
strong emphasis on the study of
Shulchan Aruch, since the Rebbe
repeatedly urged the learning of
halachos that pertain to daily life.
Unfortunately, at least some of the
talmidim don’t know how to apply
the p’sakim to their daily lives.
What do you think about also
learning from s’farim on Halacha
that are written for our
generation?

Both are needed. There is no
substitute for learning from the
source, especially as we adhere to
the rulings of the Alter Rebbe.
There are many contemporary
works of Halacha that relate to
current issues, but not every author
can pasken halachos for our lives
today by extrapolating from the
Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch. And
they might not all agree with him.
There is therefore no substitute for
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learning from the source, the
Shulchan Aruch HaRav.

At the same time, a rav who
paskens has to try to gain expertise
through the many fine s’farim that
are published nowadays. They don’t
all stress the Alter Rebbe’s shitta,
but you have to use what’s
available.

In those yeshivos where they
learn the Shulchan Aruch HaRav,
there isn’t always a rav who
specialized in a given topic on staff
to help the talmidim or give shiurim
with a particular expertise. It would
be a good idea to occasionally bring
in someone who specializes in the
topic they are learning, to delve into
it with them and give them other
perspectives and practical tools.

Lately, we observe a special
interest in learning Shulchan
Aruch HaRav. Even groups
outside of Chabad have published
s’farim of explanations and
commentary on it, and there have
been many articles in frum
publications. There are
organizations, not necessarily
Lubavitch, which encourage the
learning of Shulchan Aruch

HaRav with the incentive of
stipends. What is the reason for
this and what can be done to
support this phenomenon?

Back in Poland, most, if not all,
Chassidim followed the p’sakim of
the Alter Rebbe. However, as the
years went by, more and more
began to follow the Mishna Brura.
Perhaps this is due to the fact that
for many years it was hard to get
the Shulchan Aruch HaRav.

In recent years — this might have
to do with external factors —
Chassidic awareness has increased,
Chassidim’s “self-esteem” has risen,
and to a great extent they have
returned to the Shulchan Aruch
HaRav.

As far as publishing s’farim —
the spies in the desert said, “and we
were like grasshoppers in our eyes
and so were we in their eyes.” One
of the explanations given is that
because we considered ourselves
grasshoppers, we appeared thus to
them.

In earlier generations, people
looked askance at writing s’farim; it
was considered self-promotion. The
Rebbe, however, encouraged every
one of us to write his chiddushei
Torah and to print them (obviously
after someone has checked them).
So since the Rebbe encouraged the
learning of Halacha, there are
s’farim being written with
chiddushim and explanations of the
Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch.

Tangentially, I'll just add
something that happened to me.
Motzaei some Chassidishe Yom
Tov, I was in shul studying the daily
Rambam during the break between
Mincha and Maariv. Someone came
over to me and laughed at a
Chassid learning Halacha on a
yoma d’pagra. What perturbed me
was that he considered refraining
from learning Nigleh and Halacha
on a yoma d’pagra as something
Chassidish.



THERE IS NO
SUBSTITUTE FOR
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

You once served as head of a
Smicha program. When studying
for Smicha, an emphasis is placed
on studying the laws of taaroves
(mixtures of kosher and not kosher
food), treifos (animals which have
fatal conditions which render them
unfit to eat), meat and milk and
salting. Most rabbanim today,
however, have to deal with
questions about Shabbos, t’filla
etc. Even shluchim and rabbanim
of small k’hillos have more
questions about Torah scrolls than
about the kashrus of a chicken or
blood in an egg. Should the
curriculum be changed?

There are Smicha programs
where the emphasis is on Hilchos

Shabbos rather than Hilchos treifos,
but there is still good reason for a
rav to have a broader knowledge of
halachos. There is no substitute for
general knowledge.

The rav will study the more
difficult halachos in shiurim, and he
can fill in the more common
halachos afterwards, on his own. A
rav who rules on Halachic matters,
as well as a shliach, must become
proficient in everyday halachos.
There are many Smicha programs
which also test on the laws of errors
in a Torah scroll, food cooked by
non-Jews, etc.

Would you say that someone
studying for Smicha does not need
to learn the halachos of treifos and
would be better off learning the
laws of t’filla, etc.? Are there laws
whose study can be set aside?

BIO

Rabbi Tevardovitz is from a Litvishe family. When he became
Lubavitch, his family was upset, fearing that he would be trading in his

learning for mivtzaim.

Rabbi Tevardovitz is a
“nosei v'nosein” in Tomchei
T’mimim in Kfar Chabad, and
he responds to halachic
queries on family purity,
Shabbos, and kashrus.

He wrote two s’farim on
Shulchan Aruch HaRav, on
Hilchos Shabbos in general
and Hilchos Muktza in
particular. He also wrote a
book titled Chosein Yeshuos,
which is about shidduchim,
marriage, pregnancy and birth,
according to Chabad custom
and Shulchan Aruch HaRav.
He is considered an authority
on halachic matters and is
invited to lecture on the
subject. He often travels to
Chabad houses to give shiurim
to mekuravim.

He is considered an expert in kashrus, and has been involved in
kashering kitchens for Mivtza Kashrus for many years.

There is nothing
more important
than Torah study,
and it’s vital for
chinuch. When
children see that
their father spends
his free time
learning, it makes
a deep impression
on them.

The laws of taaruvos, meat and
milk and salting must be studied,
since they have many ramifications
in the laws of kashrus that are
relevant to us. As for Hilchos treifos,
there are places where they don’t
study these halachos or they don’t
spend much time on it, since they
pertain more to those who work in
slaughterhouses.

Still, there is the principle
“maalin ba’kodesh, v’lo moridin
(ascend in holiness and do not
descend). We don’t take away from
the curriculum we had in the past,
even if it’s not as pertinent. Ideally,
one should learn Hilchos treifos,
too, though the emphasis should be
placed on more relevant halachos.

What other halachos would you
recommend that shluchim learn?

I would say they should become
proficient in the laws of t’filla and
Krias ha’Torah. There are frequently
mistakes in the Torah reading and
questions about the writing in the
scroll, and often you have to pasken
on the spot.

The laws of mourning should
also be studied, since this is an area
in which rabbanim and shluchim are
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regularly consulted, often by people
who are not religious.

I would also recommend that
they should learn and know the
halachos having to do with behavior
between people: avoiding disputes,
lashon ha’ra, and rechilus. Aside
from the importance of these
halachos for the individual, it is very
important for someone in a
community not to get into petty
quarrels and for his speech to be in
accordance with Halacha.

That’s not common sense?

No! These are halachos paskened
in Shulchan Aruch! For example, the
Alter Rebbe writes in his Shulchan
Aruch that a person may not repeat
anything he hears about someone
unless he is given permission to do

so. If people were careful about this,
we would prevent most machlokes
and problems. If everybody kept a
secret (and not just a secret, but
anything said to him without an
explicit mention that it can be
repeated) and did not repeat things
they heard, it would prevent many
negative things. This is an explicit
Halacha in Shulchan Aruch HaRav.

USING THE TIME
IN KOLLEL

Bachurim rely on the yeshiva
kitchen and have people to turn to
with halachic queries, but when
couples marry, all questions
become their responsibility. What
would you recommend that a

work in Mivtza Kashrus.

someone who knows.

Chassidishe garb.

MIVTZA KASHRUS

For many years, Rabbi Tevardovitz kashered kitchens for Mivtza
Kashrus. Many evenings were devoted to this difficult work.

In his book Hilchisa K’Rav, there is a section on the topic of
kashering utensils for the public at large and especially for those who

“At the end of the Hilchos Hagalas Keilim in Hilchos Pesach, the Alter
Rebbe writes that there are many laws involved in kashering keilim and
only someone proficient in the halachos should be involved in it.
Nowadays, there aren’t many who are knowledgeable in these halachos,
so0 it’s important to read the s’farim that explain the details or to call

“I have kashered kitchens for people who were not at all religious and
then, years later, I will meet a Chassidishe man with a sirtuk and beard
who tells me, “You kashered my kitchen for me.’

“One such story happened in the home of a woman who wanted her
kitchen kashered. Her husband did not want it but preferred not to fight
about it. He stood on the side and didn’t mix in, saying, ‘Don’t bother
me and | won’t bother you.” I bumped into him a few years later, in full

“There was one situation that I came to regret. I was asked to kasher
a kitchen, but it was hard for me to go that night. I felt I had to ask the
Rebbe whether to forego it or not (even though I do not usually ask
under these circumstances, because obviously the Rebbe wants it). From
the answer | opened to in the Igros Kodesh, I understood that the Rebbe
did not want me to go, and I didn’t go.

“After a few months, I decided I should not postpone it any longer,
and I went and kashered the kitchen. While I was there, I found out that
it was questionable whether the woman was Jewish, for which reason
kashering her kitchen was forbidden, as it would create a pitfall for
others. I then understood why the Rebbe did not want me to go there.”
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young couple study?

If the husband spends a year or
two in Kollel, he should set goals for
himself, such as proficiency in the
halachos of Shabbos, t’filla, tahara,
stealing and ona’a, as well as the
aforementioned halachos bein adam
I’chaveiro Of course, one should also
be proficient in the laws of Talmud
Torah regarding the obligation to
have set times for Torah study,
especially the study of practical
Halacha.

The study of Halacha is not
limited to the early years. It must be
studied constantly, adding and
yearning to fill one’s time with Torah
study. There is nothing more
important, and it’s vital for chinuch.
When children see that their father
spends his free time learning, it
makes a deep impression on them.
But if they see that after a day’s
work their father does not learn, not
even the shiurim of Chitas and
Rambam, it is hard to find words for
the damage this causes.

Have you been taken aback by
people’s ignorance when they ask
basic questions?

Some people have little
knowledge, but you have to be
careful not to offend anyone who
asks a question. It doesn’t surprise
me, because the Torah is vast and if
only people felt more of a need to
know...

I heard a shliach say: when a
person is about to take a test for his
degree or his job he uses the time to
study. That is how a young man
should feel, especially when he is in
Kollel for a short time. He needs to
pack it in and emerge from Kollel
with as much knowledge as possible.

Do you see that problems arise
in homes because of the lack of
study of Halacha?

I don’t deal with shalom bayis
problems, but I know that many of
those problems arise from a lack of
knowledge or the absence of proper
guidance.



Generally speaking, when a
couple marries with the
understanding that “I was not
created except to serve my Maker,”
they will think less of their own
needs and the chances are greater
that they will have a good marriage.
When each one is out for
him/herself and feels they are not
getting what they deserve, that is
likely to lead to anger and quarrels.
If a person is focused on their
shlichus in this world, they are less
particular, even if they do not get
what they think is coming to them.

Chazal say that whoever has fear
of Heaven, what he says is listened
to. The Rambam describes genuine
repentance in the laws of t’shuva:
“When the One who knows all
secrets testifies regarding him that
he will not repeat this folly...” R’
Mendel Futerfas once said that the
“one who knows all secrets” is your
wife. She knows what’s in your
heart, and if she testifies that you
did a proper t’shuva, then it’s true.
Along these lines, I would say that if
a person is G-d fearing enough so
that his wife realizes it, then
problems aren’t likely to arise since
what he says will be listened to.

You mentioned guidance. What
guidance is lacking? What would
you emphasize?

First, there are the halachos
themselves. Second, there is the part
that is not Halacha per se but is
important nonetheless. Young
couples need proper guidance, or at
least they should know to ask when
necessary. Apparently, some couples
are not getting proper guidance, and
this can have a terrible affect on a
relationship.

Does this affect chinuch,
something you lecture about
frequently?

Chinuch is comprised of many
components, but there are two basic
elements. One is a united front by
the parents. If they fight amongst
themselves or don’t agree about
parenting, that creates trouble for

the children. The second is setting a
personal example. If a father, for
example, teaches his children to
daven properly while he talks during
davening or the Torah reading, what
use is it to exhort his children to
daven nicely? The child sees his
father doing the opposite, and
actions speak louder than words.

DISSEMINATING
THE P’SAKIM OF
OUR REBBEIM HASTENS
THE GEULA

The Rebbe says that everything
must be permeated with inyanei
Moshiach and Geula. How do we
connect the study of Halacha in
general and Shulchan Aruch
HaRav in particular, with the
preparations for kabbalas p’nei
Moshiach Tzidkeinu?

It says in the Gemara “the exiles
are not gathered except in the merit
of Mishnayos, as it says, ‘even if you
are among the goyim, and now I will
gather you.”” The Mishnayos of
those days are the halachos of
nowadays.

The Rebbe constantly urged the
inyan of shlichus, which contains
two dimensions: first, that the
purpose of a Jew is, “I was not

created except to serve my Maker,”
and second, to spread Judaism and
the wellsprings. Among the pillars of
Judaism is the pillar of Halacha, to
know what you need to do. That is a
part of the wellsprings.

The Rebbe states in a sicha that
spreading the wellsprings to bring
Moshiach also includes teaching the
p’sakim of the Alter Rebbe. In our
days, we have not only the p’sakim
of the Alter Rebbe, but also those of
the Tzemach Tzedek and the Rebbe,
which are included in spreading the
wellsprings.

It would be a good idea for
people to give more respect to those
men and bachurim who learn
Halacha. Long ago, R’ Zushe
“Partisan” Willemovsky a”h was
pained by the scarcity of lamdanim
in Chabad. He said that when public
gatherings are made, the ones who
sit at the head are the askanim, while
you don’t always see talmidei
chachamim and rabbanim. This has
an effect on the youth.

We need to support bachurim
and young rabbanim and those who
learn Torah and Halacha, whether
through stipends or even through
giving them due respect. This will
demonstrate to the young generation
the importance of Halacha.
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FROM SOUL TO
SOUL: HOW TWO
TOUCHED MILLIONS

By Rabbi Nachman Schapiro, Member, Vaad ’Hafatzos Sichos; Mashpia, Yeshivas Oholei Torah, Brooklyn

Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry

The Kiddush Hashem of the Holtzbergs
aroused millions of Jewish neshamos
the world over, kindling their Jewish
spark bringing about a great spiritual
awakening. * Delivered at the Yud-Tes

Kislev farbrengen

Chayeinu.

A SPIRITUAL
AWAKENING GREATER
THAN YOM KIPPUR

Kiddush Hashem is considered
one of the most hallowed
qualities among the Jewish
People. It is brought in s’farim
that when a Jew is killed al
Kiddush Hashem, this actualizes
two of the loftiest concepts in
Judaism:

First, his soul rises to such
spiritual heights that no created
being can attain. This is the
reason why Rabbi Akiva yearned
to die al Kiddush Hashem,
asking, “When would I ever have
the chance to fulfill this
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commandment?”

The Rebbe emphasized the
great privilege in giving one’s life
in al Kiddush Hashem from the
story regarding Rabbi Yosef Caro,
compiler of the Shulchan Aruch.
He was informed from Heaven
that he would be privileged to die
al Kiddush Hashem, but this was
later retracted as punishment for
a certain mode of conduct. The
Rebbe states that after this
“punishment,” Rabbi Yosef Caro
lived to compile the Shulchan
Aruch, a source of guidance to
the Jewish People for all
generations to come. Yet, despite
the tremendous merit in
compiling the Shulchan Aruch, it

was considered a “punishment” in
relation to the merit he could
have received from being killed al
Kiddush Hashem!

Recently, there was a most
thrilling story printed about the
“Divrei Chaim” from Sanz. At the
height of the Second World War,
he came to his son in a dream
and told him that the very next
day, the Nazis (may their name
be erased) would come to the
town where he was staying and
kill all its residents. He said that
he could reveal to him a
passageway through which he
could make his escape, but he
added, “Just know, that those
being sacrificed now al Kiddush
Hashem will reach a level that
you could not attain even if you
would learn Torah and serve G-d
for a thousand years (and we’re
talking here about the avoda of a
true tzaddik).”

Second, besides the
tremendous advantage for the
individual soul, Kiddush Hashem
creates a marvelous illumination
for the whole world, bringing
great salvation to the Jewish
People. It is stated in Midrash



that Kiddush Hashem shines until
the chamber of Moshiach
Tzidkeinu. Texts in Chassidic
philosophy (not Chabad) bring
that during the years 5573-5575,
there were ten prominent
tzaddikim who were taken by
Heavenly decree in order to save
the generation. This parallels
what is explained in Tanya,
regarding how the death of the
righteous atones for the sin of the
generation. As great as our avoda
may be in the fulfillment of Torah
and mitzvos, it can never attain
the level of tzaddikim who died in
sanctification of His Holy Name,
for this has such an effect in the
higher worlds that it cannot be
duplicated through any other
avoda.

The Kiddush Hashem of the
holy shluchim to Bombay, India,
which took place on Rosh
Chodesh Kislev, elicited a quality
even greater than the two
mentioned above. Beyond the
great elevation for the souls of
the holy shluchim, and the great
merit and spiritual effects in the
supernal worlds, these holy
shluchim brought about a
tremendous spiritual elevation
and purification in this world.

The Kiddush Hashem of these
shluchim aroused millions of Jews
all over the globe, kindling the
Jewish spark within them, and
bringing a great spiritual
awakening. The Rebbe’s shluchim
throughout the world have been
in awe of this tremendous
arousal. Veteran Chabad
emissaries, who have been on
shlichus for decades, say that
they have never experienced a
spiritual awakening of such
intensity.

My son related that on the
first Shabbos after the murder of
the shluchim, his shul was fuller
than during the busiest seasons of
the year. And what type of people

came? Not only people who
usually go to other synagogues
and would never step foot in a
Chabad House, but also the type
that would never step foot in any
synagogue — even on Rosh
HaShana and Yom Kippur! Jews
who had never agreed to have a
bris mila announced after the
prayer service that they want to
be circumcised. There were even
Jews who were married to
Gentiles, who decided to leave
their non-Jewish spouses as a
result of the Kiddush Hashem of
these shluchim!

One shliach told me that his
Chabad House has a bulletin
board for posting good
resolutions. After the tragedy in
Bombay, dozens of Jews
submitted good resolutions for
the first time. Many who made a
commitment to start putting on
t’fillin didn’t just settle for
posting something on the bulletin
board; they immediately went out
and bought a pair of t’fillin.

The reaction was something
not of this world. There are times
that are known to bring out a
spiritual awakening, such as Rosh
HaShana and Yom Kippur. Jews
are stirred to action, make good

resolutions, and increase their
mitzva observance. However, the
current revival is something else
entirely, both in quality and in
quantity. As I mentioned earlier,
people who wouldn’t even go to
synagogue on Yom Kippur are
suddenly coming to shul.

It can definitely be said that in
all of the years of Chabad
shlichus, shluchim have never
seen such qualitative and
quantitative growth in such a
short time.

The Kiddush Hashem of these
shluchim has achieved great
things, not only for their own
souls, but for the souls of the
entire Jewish People throughout
the world.

THE ESSENCE OF
THE SOUL WAS
REVEALED ON ROSH
CHODESH KISLEV

All this happened on Rosh
Chodesh Kislev. In the sichos the
Rebbe delivered around Rosh
Chodesh Kislev, 5752, he
explained the great quality to
Rosh Chodesh, the time when the
essence of the soul is revealed,
higher even than the aspect of
yechida.

It is known that the soul
possesses five levels of revelation:
nefesh, ruach, neshama, chaya,
and yechida. In general, when
chassidus discusses the loftiest
portion of the soul, it refers to
the level of yechida. The Rebbe
states in the sicha that since the
level of yechida is one of the five
names given to the soul, it is
thereby understood that despite
the great quality attributed to
“yechida,” it is only a name,
whereas the essence of the soul is
far higher and loftier. The Rebbe
explains that Rosh Chodesh
Kislev is an expression of the
revelation of the soul’s essence,
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Veteran Chabad
emissaries, who
have been on
shlichus for
decades, say that
they have never
experienced a
spiritual
awakening of such
intensity.

corresponding to the very metzius
of Moshiach — higher than the
revelation of yechida.

This year on Rosh Chodesh
Kislev, we saw the revelation of
the essence. What Rosh HaShana
and Yom Kippur, which effect the
revelation of yechida, failed to
achieve, these holy shluchim
accomplished when they revealed
the actual essence of the Jewish
soul to the whole world.

Everyone speaks about the
damaged Torah scroll, pointing
out that the tear in the parchment
appears in Parshas Acharei Mos,
the portion that mentions the
passing of Aharon’s two sons
when they drew near before G-d.
But a closer look reveals that the
words which were pierced by the
bullets, were, “With this shall
Aharon enter the Holy,” the entry
of the Kohen Gadol into the
Kodesh HaKodashim on Yom
Kippur, symbolizing the
connection of essence with
essence, higher than yechida.

REVEALING THE
ESSENCE — CONCERN
FOR PHYSICAL NEEDS

Most of the stories that we
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have heard from the parents of
the holy shluchim, and countless
others who were contact with
them during their lifetimes, dealt
with outreach in physical matters
— eating, drinking, and hospitality
— acts of charity that weren’t even
directly connected to mitzva
observance. While they eventually
had a spiritual influence, until
then each person felt that he
could come back to eat and have
a place to sleep.

Incredibly, when the Rebbe
spoke about the great quality of
Rosh Chodesh Kislev, the
revelation of the essence of the
soul, he emphasized that this

revelation is expressed through
concern for a Jew’s material
needs:

“[There must be] a renewed
awakening with renewed strength
from the essence of the soul (as
with waking from slumber) ‘to
bring the days of Moshiach’,
thereby adding ‘one more mitzva’
in order to tip the scales for
himself and the whole world to
the side of merit and to bring
rescue and salvation to him and
them.

“And all this is not necessarily
in lofty matters connected with
the level of yechida, such as the
study and spreading the teachings




of chassidus, the yechida of the
Torah, rather primarily in simple
matters, such as providing a Jew
with his physical needs,
connected with the essence of his
existence (a soul in a body).”

Thus, the essence of Moshiach
is revealed even through physical
activities in and of themselves.
This is what we saw with Gavriel
and Rivka.

THE AKEIDA BEFORE
THE GEULA

I heard that on the Shabbos
after the tragedy, the gaon, Rabbi
Moshe Wolfsohn from Boro Park,
said the following in his shul:

It is stated in the writings of
the Arizal, that prior to every

great occurrence among the
Jewish People, there is a sacrifice,
an akeida, a Kiddush Hashem of
the righteous. Before the
dedication of the Mishkan,
marking the beginning of “And 1
shall dwell within them,” there
was the death of Nadav and
Avihu, regarding whom it is said,
“I will be sanctified through those
near to Me.” Prior to the
acquisition of the Temple Mount
from the people of Yevus in order
to build the First Beis
HaMikdash, Avishai ben Tzuria,
considered equal to the majority
of the Sanhedrin, was killed.
Similarly, before permission was
given to write down and publicize
the Oral Torah, there was the
murder of the Ten Martyrs.

Finally, the Arizal concludes that
prior to the revelation of the
Moshiach, there will be a Kiddush
Hashem by great tzaddikim.

The Rebbe’s shlichus is to
bring the Redemption, and they
were shluchim of the Rebbe. This
incident of the sanctification of
Hashem’s Name through the
Rebbe’s shluchim must be that
akeida of the great tzaddikim
prior to the revelation of
Moshiach.

May it be Hashem’s Will that
we should immediately merit to
see the hisgalus of the Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, and all
those who dwell in the dust will
arise and sing, led by the holy
shluchim, mamash — NOW!
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perspective

NEWS FROM GHETTO ISRAEL:

OLMERT’S FAKE WAR
OR ‘OLMERT’S FOLLY’

By Raanan S. Isseroff

On the 6th night of Chanuka,

30th of Kislev, the 27th of

December, world Jewry breathed a
huge sigh of relief as Israel finally

commenced retaliation
against Gaza for over a year
of non-stop missile and
rocket fire.

But is this a real
retaliation?

Israel has stated that it
has no plans to retake Gaza,
so what will any military
offensive accomplish in the
end of the day? As soon as
the troops unceremoniously
pull out, missiles will start to
fall again! What, then, will
have been accomplished?

A few goals will be
accomplished —
unfortunately none of them
good for Israel.

First, Olmert will use this
“war” as a springboard to
revive the flopped peace
process and give away more
land. Olmert’s image in

Israel nowadays is terrible. He is
being investigated for fraud, breach

of trust, accepting bribes, and
leading Israel into a war in

Lebanon that he never planned to
win. He is a complete loser in the

Israeli press. Even the United
States has lost confidence in his
ability to pull off the land-giveaway
scam. Olmert is using this war to
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boost his sorely deflated image and
gain a power base that will enable
him to give away more land. Best
of all, like in Lebanon, he will
garner religious support for his
“hawkish” stance.

care, ransom money —
for what? The promise of peace?
Nobody promised peace.

This is an exact repeat of what
the Israeli Prime Minister did after
the failed war in Lebanon. Lebanon

Olmert’s second goal, as
reported by Yediot Achronot in
November, is nothing less than to
destroy the integrity of Jerusalem.

Headlines screamed:
“Olmert calls for
concessions in Jerusalem.”
The paper quoted PM
Olmert: “We must concede
parts of the homeland we
have prayed for and dreamt
of for generations, as well
as Arab neighborhoods in
Jerusalem, and return to
the State of Israel in 1967
with amendments.

This is the Israeli
government’s great peace
“solution” as an answer to
terror: “buken zich” (bow
down to them) and be a
good ghetto Jew. Suffer the
bombings, kidnappings,
killings and more terror,
even release hundreds of
convicted terrorists. Give
them all you own — your
land, your water, health
in exchange
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was not only a miserable loss
militarily, but left the Hamas (Aka:
PLO) with untold thousands of
short and long range missiles that
Israel never managed to find or do
anything about. How Israel even
allowed them to build up to such a
point, when they were obviously
aware of them for a number of
years, is a wonder. But Olmert is
preparing to repeat his mistakes.

Third goal: It could well be that
Israel’s ruling class is simply
getting rid of anyone in Gaza that
their friends in the Hamas / PLO
group in the West Bank area don’t
like. In a sense, Israel is doing the
terrorists a favor by getting rid of
their rivals and doing the US a
favor at the same time by helping
to revive the dead “Peace Talks.”
Hence, the US’s wholehearted
encouragement of “Olmert’s
Folly.”

Fourth: Olmert appears to be
using pressure on Gaza as a
bargaining chip with the United
States to get more aid for Israel
and loan guarantees which will
later be reneged upon. What
usually happens is that the Arab
countries put pressure on the US
who then calls Olmert to make
offers of money and aid to stop the
fake war.

The worst part of this is that
like in Lebanon, Israel makes a
show of a war they will leave
having done “half of a job.” There
is nothing is more demoralizing for
a country than to fight a battle that
everyone knows will accomplish
nothing in the long run or even the
short run.

Israel’s religious is today a
significant portion of the
population — reading the 2006
census, one understands that
religious Jews in Israel today
account for about half the
population.2 When will the
religious population in Israel and
around the world unite in the
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fervent demand that Israel’s
government act like the
protectorate it is supposed to be
for Jews?

It is not unreasonable to expect
or demand that one’s government
exert its sovereign powers to stop
the policies of befriending its
citizen’s enemies. One pays taxes
to be protected, not to be
victimized. So too for Diaspora
Jews, who contribute money to
Israel with such an expectation.
Wasn’t this always Israel’s
fundraising theme? “Buy a tree
and build the land” and “Chalutz”?

Since when does one fundraise
to self-destruct or plant a tree to
give it away?

The only way Israel’s security
can be properly ensured at this
point is by heeding the Rebbe’s call
to retake lands Israel was never
mandated to give away and by
stopping all talks for peace that
involve territorial concession.

Why doesn’t Israel’s
government seek safety for its
people? It certainly seeks the safety
of the poor Arab terrorist. Even
after the Holtzberg couple was so
cruelly murdered, Israel helped the
Arabs celebrate by releasing 250
terrorist prisoners. It would seem
that Olmert might be better suited
to be Prime Minister of the PA
terror state than for Israel.

All these considerations are
from a logical perspective.

Taking Torah into
consideration, the time has come
for Israeli foreign policy to
acknowledge our true and
fundamental claim to the Land.
Rashi says on Genesis 1, verse 1:
“One day people will come to you
and say you have stolen the Land
of Israel. At that time you will tell
them: This land was given to us by
G-d!”

According to Torah and as
emphasized in Chassidus, the Jew
is the Baal HaBayis over worldly

matters and not otherwise! They
and only they are the ones who
must take charge of what goes on
in Israel! Since this is a directive
from our Holy Torah, it comes
with a promise that a true and
everlasting peace will finally be
achieved speedily in our days. In a
sicha on Chanuka,3 the Rebbe
states about how our Torah is a
“Torah of Peace”: “Gadol Shalom
She Kol HaTorah Nisna Laasos
Shalom BaOlam!” So great is
peace that the whole Torah was
given to make peace in the
world.”* Ken Yehi Ratzon.

NOTES:

1. Ynetnews.com (Yediot Achronot’s
internet edition) November 10, 2008.
See article entitled: “Rabin Memorial:
Olmert calls for concessions in
Jerusalem”.

2. “Social Survey For 2006” Israeli
Bureau of Statistics — (In Hebrew).
This survey sample used the whole
population of all Jews in Israel over
20 years old: 7% of Jews 20 and
above considered themselves to be
“Chareidim”; 10% - Religious; 14% -
“Masorti” (Traditional) and 25% were
“Traditional but not religious.” Taken
together, this means that 31% of Jews
over 20 are religious in one form or
another according to their own
estimation. If we include children and
teens, pushes the total well over 50%
because of the birth rate among the
religious. One should also consider
attitude of the 25% of the populace
who consider themselves “traditional
but not religious.” They may not keep
kosher or Shabbos but they tend to
have traditional values.

3. Sichos vol 3 pg 812 from a
farbrengen Parshas VaYeishev 1962

4. Rambam — End of Laws of
Chanuka: “If a person has only
enough money to buy either Chanuka
candles or Shabbos candles. He
should buy Shabbos candles”. The
reason given is because Ner Shabbos
brings Shalom Bayis and Rambam
paskins: “So great is Peace (Shalom)
that the whole Torah was given to
make peace in the world.”





