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ran over a powerful low lying
charge but the heavy armor plate
saved the soldiers from harm. In
another incident, his men noticed
an RPG which was shot at a
bulldozer.

“We shot at it and hit the
missile in the air, destroying it two
meters before it would have hit the
bulldozer!”

A day after three soldiers were
killed, Sharvit and his men
escorted Golani and engineering
forces and came upon a building
with a terrorist cell in it.

“Our goal was to isolate the
house. On the second floor were
two terrorists. It was feared they
would attempt a kidnapping.” 

Another tank shot at the
building and hit the terrorists but
that wasn’t the end of it. 

“Another three terrorists were
identified behind the house among
the dense trees. We shot at them
and tossed grenades and they
didn’t stand a chance.”

THE KIBBUTZNIKIM
CLAIM MIRACLES

Miracles aren’t happening only
in settlements in the south or on
the battlefield, but in the Shefeila
valley too. On Day 11 of the war,
the terrorists shot a Grad missile
which exploded near a house in
Gedera. Magen Dovid Edom
reported that Shir Inbar, a three
month old baby, was lightly
wounded and some people were
treated for shock. 

“The Kadron family bore the
brunt of the attack when their dog
was killed by shrapnel while it was
outside in the yard. Shir, a 12 year
old girl, was saved. She was in a
ground floor room when she heard
the siren and she ran to the shelter.
The room she had been in a
moment earlier was completely
demolished.

She related, “I heard the siren
and like we used to do in school, I
went down to the shelter. I called
my father and suddenly there was a
loud noise. It was scary. When I
went out I saw that our dog had
been killed.”

Her father, Avital Kadron, who
came from work in a hurry,

couldn’t believe the miracle. 
“There is no other word to

describe what happened. Seconds
earlier, my daughter was in the
room that is now completely
destroyed. If she had stayed there,
she would not have survived.”

A Kassam rocket was shot and
landed in kibbutz Karmiya, south
of Ashkelon, and terrorized three
people: an eight month old baby,
the mother of the baby, and the
grandmother, who were treated for
shock.

The baby’s grandmother, Galina
Pavelotzki related:

“I was outside, hanging up
laundry. We wanted to put the baby
to sleep and my daughter tried but
the baby cried and she took her out
to the living room.”

The siren went off and she tried
to run for shelter.

“I didn’t manage to make it to
the protected room. The rocket hit
the house and entered the room.”

One of the neighbors said that
the baby had gotten a vaccine that
morning, which is why she had
been crying. The mother of the
baby took her from her room to the
living room and within minutes, the
Kassam hit the baby’s crib. 

“The baby was saved and she
saved their lives,” said the
neighbor.

Ayelet, who lives on the kibbutz,
agrees. “Everybody realizes that
this was a big miracle. We saw how
everything was destroyed.”

“I heard the siren
and like we used
to do in school, I
went down to the

shelter. I called
my father and
suddenly there

was a loud noise.
It was scary.

When I went out I
saw that our dog
had been killed.”
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THE POWER OF TORAH
In a maamer Chassidus from

5744, the Rebbe quotes the
Midrash on the verse (T’hillim
83:2), “G-d, do not hold Your
silence; be not silent and be not
still, Almighty.” The Midrash says
that the verse refers to tzaddikim
– “and Your nation are all
tzaddikim” who tell Hashem what
to do. They tell Him not to sleep
and He wakes up. They tell Him
not to be silent and he looks out
for the good of the Jewish people.

Then the Rebbe brings the
parable that Hashem is like a
person in the hands of his fellow,
as it were. The Jewish people
“take Him by the hand and lead
Him wherever they want to go.”
The question is, how?

The Rebbe answers, through
Torah. The Torah has the power.
“Whoever studies (ha’koreh,

reads/calls) the Torah” – Torah
study is referred to as “calling.”
Through Torah, we call out to the
Creator and tell Him what to do,
as it were.

In the sicha of Pesach Sheini
5751, the Rebbe says that a Jew
must “shake up the entire Seider
Hishtalshlus” in order to bring,
b’poal mamash, with all
explanations of mamash, and in
the most literal way, the
immediate hisgalus of the Rebbe
MH”M. How can we open
people’s eyes to see the Geula
reality? The Rebbe revealed to us
the code to effecting change in
Creation, including having an
influence on Hashem Himself, as
it were. It is done through the
Torah.

This explains what lies behind
the concept, “learning inyanei
Moshiach and Geula.” It’s not

mere learning to increase our
knowledge; the goal is to make an
impact through Torah.

Today, baruch Hashem, the
Rebbe has moved us into Geula.
Back in the time of the Rebbe
Rayatz, however, the latter told a
story from the time of the Baal
Shem Tov about the period of
galus. In a certain place in Russia,
a decree was made against the
Jews. The Baal Shem Tov sent R’
Chaim Rappaport to annul the
decree. R’ Chaim Rappaport was
a genius in Toras HaNigla and he
was being sent to the place of the
decree to study Rambam’s Laws
of Brachos in depth in order to
draw down brachos to the Jewish
people.

The Rebbe chose us. He gave
us this shlichus to learn – to call
Hashem – through the Torah, and
to bring about the Geula. For it
says, “He looked into Torah, and
created the world.”

The Torah is the code of
Creation and Torah study is not
intended merely to acquire more
knowledge but to accomplish
things through Torah. Therefore,
it is obvious that when looking for
what to learn, we have to ask
ourselves, what effect do we want
to have on the world?

You want to generate wealth?
Then learn the sicha of Parshas
Truma 5752. You want to change
the way of thinking and the
awareness of people so they

You want to generate wealth? Then
learn the sicha of Parshas Truma 5752.
You want to change the way of thinking
and the awareness of people so they
understand and internalize that the
Nasi HaDor is the Moshiach of the
Dor? Learn the kuntres “Beis Rabbeinu
Sh’B’Bavel” and Chayei Sara 5752. 

MAKING GEULA
A REALITY
By Rabbi Shimon Weitzhandler 

mosh iach & geu la
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understand and internalize that the Nasi HaDor is the
Moshiach of the Dor? Learn the kuntres “Beis Rabbeinu
Sh’B’Bavel” and Chayei Sara 5752. In other words, the
goal is not only to convince them with ideas but to instill
this reality, as it is in Torah, within the parameters of the
world.

In connection with the ability to change the world
through the reality of Torah, the Rebbe quotes the Zohar
that when the “world needed rain” in the time of Choni
HaM’agel, the rain fell because of his prayer. He said, “I
am not budging,” until his request was fulfilled.

However, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, master of
P’nimius ha’Torah, revealed a new form of avoda. When
they asked him for rain, he said Torah on the verse,
“How good and how pleasant” and it rained.

The Rebbe concludes: From this we see that the
instruction for every Jew, in order to make something
happen in the world, is to use the channel that Rashbi
opened, learning something that corresponds to the
thing you need.

By studying Torah you connect to the most basic
core of existence, thereby affecting Creation. If so, then
learning inyanei Moshiach and Geula is the Alef-Beis of
“do all that you can.” With this horaa, the Rebbe set the
stage for the teachings of Nun-Alef-Nun-Beis. 

CONNECTING TO 
THE LOCOMOTIVE

In the sicha of Parshas Chayei Sara, the

Rebbe makes another point – that learning entails
the concept of “kabbalas p’nei Moshiach.” What
does “kabbalas” (receiving) mean? That a person
becomes a keili to it, connected. The idea is to
connect with and unite with Melech HaMoshiach.
He is already in a state of Geula. He is already
redeemed and the Geula is a reality to him. 

What’s the problem then? It’s like the story that
the Rebbe refers to in the sicha of Yud-Tes Kislev in
one of the early years, in the name of the Rebbe
Rayatz:

In the early days of locomotive travel, an
engineer was being trained how to operate a train.
After all the instructions he entered the locomotive
and followed the rules. He put in coal, heated up
the motor, blew the whistle, and moved the handle.
He felt himself suddenly speeding along, much
faster than he anticipated. 

He didn’t understand what was going on (and at
this point the Rebbe cried and then continued)
until he saw that the train compartments were
disconnected from the locomotive. The Rebbe said
that for the Rebbe Rayatz “L’Alter l’Geula, L’Alter

l’t’shuva” means actually preparedness
for Geula, even back then! But the

cars were not connected to the
engine. There were young sheep,
not yet ready to run towards
Geula. Like Yaakov Avinu who did
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not go up to Mt. Seir because “I
have suckling sheep.”

In 5752, the Rebbe says: How
do we bridge this gap between the
people and the Nasi HaDor-
Melech HaMoshiach, who is
himself ready and redeemed from
all matters? Through the study of
Torah people can unite with him,
as it says in Tanya, chapter 5 –
that learning constitutes the
ultimate unity (of one’s mind with
the topic studied); such that there
does not exist such a wondrous
unity b’gashmius. When people
study the D’var Malchus, which is
what “Moshiach has on his mind,”
they connect with the Rebbe. It’s
the connection between the king
and his people, connecting the
cars to the locomotive.

LEARNING INYANEI
MOSHIACH AND GEULA

So learning inyanei Moshiach
and Geula is not just another
detail, like increasing in Torah,
t’filla and tz’daka; it is the whole
point! Torah study is the means to
accomplish all the other things.

There’s a fantastic sicha on the
Midrash, “A person with a
headache should study Torah. If
his heart aches, he should study
Torah. If his foot aches, he should
study Torah.” The Rebbe, on
Purim 5747, smiled as he
described a person learning and
wanting to try out this
prescription. After all, he is a
“believer, son of a believer,” so he
opens the book but still has a
headache! Why?

The Rebbe tells us how it
works. The “miniature world” –
i.e., man – can be found within
Torah. If his head hurts, and he
finds the “head” within Torah, he
will feel better. If his foot hurts,
he needs to find “foot” within
Torah and he will feel better, and
so on.

What’s needed is to find in

Torah that portion which fits your
situation. We, who live on the
threshold of Geula, need to
choose sections of Torah that have
to do with Moshiach and Geula.
Within Torah itself, which
changes the world, we need to
emphasize the study of Geula and
Moshiach.

GEFILTE TORAH
In the D’var Malchus of

Parshas Emor, the Rebbe explains
another point. The Rambam
writes that he does not need to
bring proofs from the Prophets on
the topic of Moshiach since “all
the s’farim are full of it.”

In a footnote, the Rebbe
explains the meaning of the word
“full” and translates it to Yiddish,
“ungefilt” (lit., stuffed, as in
gefilte fish). From the outside, it
looks different, but inside, the
p’nimius is full of inyanei
Moshiach. How can we say that
we are stuffed full of Moshiach
and Geula?

It says that “the Torah a
person learned in this world is
hevel (steam, air; i.e., vacuous)
compared to the Torah of
Moshiach.” Doesn’t this disparage
the Torah that we learn now?

Hevel is the steam that fills the
kitchen when you take the cover
off the pot. Yet, you have
something of the soup in the
vapor. That is the explanation that
Chassidus gives to this statement
of Chazal. It means that the Torah
of Moshiach is what is “cooking
in the pot” and the rest of the
Torah is also the Torah of Geula
but in a way of hevel. And here,
the Rebbe gives a new horaa: to
redeem the Torah itself, to reveal
within it, throughout it, inyanei
Moshiach.

We will take an example from
learning Tanya. We are told in all
the sichos of the D’var Malchus to
learn Chassidus because it was
said to Rabbi Shimon regarding
p’nimius ha’Torah: With your
composition, they will go out of
galus with mercy. A certain
Chabad house invited people to
learn Tanya and the title they gave
it was: “Tanya – the Psychology of
Yemos HaMoshiach.”

In Tanya there are opposites:
half the book is Musar and half is
G-dliness. Half deals in depth
with all aspects of the human
condition, about the
complications and frustrations of
the animal soul. But we can’t
forget the other half!

Indeed, it is possible to study
Tanya in the most galus-like
manner! One can sit the entire
time and learn it as a Musar. I
hear tapes of shiurim in which
they constantly speak about
themselves and their problems,
their limitations. True, it says that
in Tanya too, but it is how a
person with galus-eyes learns
Tanya with his galus perspective.
The sad thing is that when they

The Rebbe said
that for the Rebbe

Rayatz “L’Alter
l’Geula, L’Alter

l’t’shuva” means
actually

preparedness for
Geula, even back

then! But the cars
were not

connected to the
engine.
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get up to the part that talks about “ahava rabba”
(great love for Hashem) the lecturer says, “That’s
not for us. We just learn through this.”

That is galus learning! If we place the emphasis
in the right places, we will discover Geula in every
chapter. Geula. Let the Alter Rebbe express himself.
Let him talk. Don’t stop him. Don’t limit him. The
Tanya describes the healthy way of life of a neshama
in Yemos HaMoshiach.

From time to time we compare what we are
learning to our own situation and we dismiss what
we learn with, “Halevai …” But in Emor 5751, the
Rebbe declared that what it
says in chapter 16 of Tanya
– that not every Jew can
attain the level of tzaddik
through his own avoda – is
no longer relevant because
in our generation, everyone
can be a tzaddik. So let the
Alter Rebbe speak and
don’t cover up the Tanya!

There was once a Tanya
shiur on some radio station
and the lecturer taught
chapter 2 on the topic of
“Roshei Alfei Yisroel.” He
explained it nicely, how the
brain operates the entire
body and then he added (I
am sure he did so
unintentionally), “Okay,
now is not the time to get
into politics as to who is
the Rosh Alfei Yisroel.”

That is what is meant by
“the Sh’china is in galus.”
What made him say that?
Because he’s a practical
person and he prepared the
shiur. But he did not let the
Alter Rebbe speak. Let him
reveal the Rebbe MH”M! Let him explain the love
that we received as an inheritance! And don’t add
on, “Halevai on us” or “Halevai beinoni.” That’s all.

HOW TO GIVE A GEULA SHIUR
We will take Hilchos Shabbos as another

example. It is possible to reveal Geula in countless
examples from Hilchos Shabbos. Yemos HaMoshiach
is described as “a day that is entirely Shabbos.”

The one who gives the shiur should have, as a
minimum, the book “From Exile to Redemption.”

(In 5745 they wanted to publish it but the Rebbe did
not permit it. In 5751, the Rebbe gave his bracha
and even edited the introduction!) One of the sichos
there deals with timing – from what time a person
can accept the Shabbos. If a woman decides on
Friday, at eleven o’clock in the morning, that she
wants to bring in the Shabbos, is that permitted?

The Rebbe brings the Bayis Chadash in Hilchos
Shabbos which says that in earlier times there was a
place where they davened Maariv during the
daytime. They recited Kiddush, ate the Shabbos
meal, walked on the banks of the river, and upon

their return it was still
day! Why is this fact
cited in halacha? The
answer is in order to
resolve a technical
problem, to tell us when
we can bring in the
Shabbos.

And what does the
Rebbe learn from this?
That in earlier times,
the rabbis paskened that
Erev Shabbos, while
still broad daylight, a
Jew can welcome
Moshiach Tzidkeinu! He
can daven Maariv of
Yemos HaMoshiach, eat
the meal of the Shor
HaBar and the Leviasan.
He can take a stroll and
it will still be daytime!

Even if, according to
the clock of history, the
time isn’t ripe, halacha
says it is possible, even if
it isn’t the time written
on the calendar.

If we bear in mind
that the word “Shabbos”

is interchangeable with “Geula,” then a Moshiach
spirit will suffuse the shiur on Hilchos Shabbos.

WHEN A MESHICHIST 
GIVES A SHIUR

I was at a shiur given by a Lubavitcher on
Hilchos Shabbos. The audience was not Lubavitch.
At the end of the shiur someone asked, “Tell me, are
you a Meshichist?”

The rabbi asked, “What is a Meshichist?”
The man answered, “Nu, someone who says the
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Rebbe is chai v’kayam.” 
The Lubavitcher said Yes and

the man said, “I noticed that in
the shiur.” The rabbi was greatly
surprised and the man explained,
“I saw that you are not ashamed
of Chabad. You said every halacha
according to the Alter Rebbe and
you didn’t give us a speech about
this one holding this way and that
one holding another way.”

This story illustrates how a
Chassid ought to learn and teach
Hilchos Shabbos. The Alter Rebbe
is the final word. Chabad is
bringing the Geula. Therefore,
everybody ought to learn
according to Chabad. That is how
a Meshichist gives a shiur. 

He doesn’t need to look under
the table for inyanei Moshiach.
It’s all Geula!

I once read a panel discussion
in Beis Moshiach about preparing
a good shiur. Our goal is to have
more and more shiurim. One of
the people interviewed said a line
that remains with me. “The shiur
will be good when you have a goal
and know what you want from the
people. Otherwise, you will
constantly feel you are missing
something.” That means, you can
give a wonderful shiur and
everybody will enjoy it, but if you
don’t have a goal, the shiur
missed the mark from the outset.
So when you prepare a shiur, you
have to answer this question:
What do I want from my audience
today?

If you are a Meshichist, you
automatically know what you
want: kabbalas ha’malchus of the
Rebbe MH”M. So every week, in
every shiur, you bring this out
from a different angle. It could be
from the parsha or anything else.

I heard the following story
from Rabbi Friedman, shliach in
Ohr Yehuda. Unfortunately,
people don’t listen to what the
Rebbe said about shleimus

ha’Aretz and as a result, there was
a period of time when residents of
Ohr Yehuda were killed in terror
attacks.

R’ Friedman went to a
memorial service and it was very
difficult. He wanted to console
the people but he also wanted to
talk about the Rebbe. He
wondered, “How can I open my
words of consolation with the
Rebbe?” 

Since the boy who was
murdered had studied in a yeshiva
high school, rabbanim were

present who spoke about handling
loss. He did not know what to say
until he finally decided, “I have
the Rebbe and I’m going with
him!”

He began by explaining that
the Rebbe says that the words of
consolation, “HaMakom yinachem
es’chem,” means that just as the
only real consolation of the
mourners of Zion is the Beis
HaMikdash, so too, the only
consolation for every Jew who is
mourning is the Resurrection of

the Dead. Then he began to
explain, based on the Igros Kodesh
on this topic, how the dead will
arise.

The rabbis looked at him
cynically as though to say, “That!
That is what you came to say?
That is how you console a
bereaved person?”

Yet, he said, “When I spoke, I
felt I had broken through, and in
the end, every time I meet them,
they say to me, ‘HaRav, of all the
speakers, we remember your
speech about T’chiyas
HaMeisim.’” 

That’s right. The Rebbe’s
teachings had the greatest impact.

THE WORLD IS CRYING
OUT: GEULA!

The abysmal lack in the public
sphere has become tangible and
painful for all. A lack of direction,
a lack of a goal, for all of us, for
the world, in politics, science, it’s
no longer a secret… Today,
everyone can feel, and indeed
people do feel, that the world
lacks direction. Although no one
dares to talk about it, it’s an open
secret in the world today.

People sense that everything is
just talk; it’s all void of any real
meaning, and nobody debates it at
all. The problem is not another
personal problem, localized, mine
or someone else’s. It’s not
another decree of some wicked
king. Today, it is clear, that even
if the wicked one dies (or is
already dead) and he is hung (or
already hung), and there is money
and shoes for the children, there
is nothing else to look forward to!
Nothing we have will make things
right! The world is full of
unprecedented good things, but it
is empty, completely empty!

Since the dispersal of the Dor
Haflaga, humanity yearns to
return to a world with one leader.
It always seems as if that ideal is

The sad thing is
that when they get
up to the part that

talks about
“ahava rabba”
(great love for
Hashem) the
lecturer says,

“That’s not for us.
We just learn
through this.”
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becoming ever more remote from
our world. But the joke is that
now, of all times, everyone has
come to the same realization,
agreed upon by all (and the dream
of every generation), that there is
one thing missing, and in a big
way: The ultimate goal! This is
not about finding an individual
solution to some personal problem
or another, because despite
having everything, everything is
lacking. All of existence is
infinitely lacking: it is infinitely
lacking Geula!

TO RATCHET UP
THE PUBLIC

PROCLAMATIONS
The avoda now (for everyone!)

is like the avoda of Avrohom
Avinu, Moshe Rabbeinu, and
Rabbi Akiva: to get up and cry out
– to make Hakhel gatherings. “To
proclaim and announce in every
place – with words that come

from the heart – that Hashem
says (through His servant, the
Prophets), to each and every
Jew…” (guess what).

Naturally, the delicate “self”
doesn’t exactly feel comfortable
with this wild behavior. This
shouting, the primitiveness of it
doesn’t suit him. He is an
intellectual and still hasn’t
internalized and understood
enough. He is not superficial, so
he is not willing to do things that
he does not fully relate to (i.e.,
that don’t give him pleasure – the
spiritual sort, of course!).

And this comes along with
concerns of k’dusha, cloaked in
pious humility, which shudders at
the coarseness of this orphaned
generation. “Woe onto us, there
was once a time…”

“And it should be added and
emphasized that the proclamation
and publicity of all this ought to
be also by those who maintain
that they haven’t yet absorbed this

inyan (in its entirety) in their
understanding, grasp, and
awareness. They can and
therefore, they must, publicize
this to others, starting with the
members of their households who
certainly do not need to ‘suffer’
because it is still not settled in his
mind.”

A final word – how do we get a
little p’nimius nowadays? You
won’t believe it. From the outside! 

“Surely, through the proper
effort (i.e., publicity and
proclamations) it will be accepted,
including by those who are
proclaiming and publicizing so
that it is taken in b’pnimius, etc.”

What is the “etc.”? That he
will consequently have his
spiritual oneg too, of course. That
is because with the Rebbe, you
don’t lose out on anything. 

L’chaim! 
(Based on the D’var Malchus of parshiyos

Eikev and R’ei 5751)

�ahru, texprx 

�vnars nnujac 
� Express service
� Fully Computerized

(718) 493-1111
Fax: (718) 493-4444ej t, vfryhx akl c,ul nxpr seu,!

Get your tickets within minutes!

331 Kingston Ave.
(2nd Flr) Brooklyn NY 11213

KK II NN GG SS TT OO NN   HH OO TT EE LL

Only 1 minute from 770 ^ High Style Hotel  in a small format ^ Fancy Studio Apartments
@ Kitchen with all the latest technology appliances: Fridge, Microwave, Toaster

@ Breakfast, drinks in fridge all day
@ Broadband Internet
@ FREE calls & video Linen & Towels changed 

Fancy Bath & Shower with plenty 

of Shampoo & Soap 

22112255--119966--771199
77339955--337744--881177

681:Beis Moshiach  26/01/2009  7:23 AM  Page 39



[Continued from last issue]

THE BALLOON BURSTS
“Just as I was completing my

third and final year in the
program, the hi-tech bubble burst.
Until then, anyone who completed
a degree was immediately grabbed
for an employment opportunity.
But suddenly, anyone who came
out with his degree was
considered nothing more than an
inexperienced job seeker.

“Though I was already a hi-
tech man, I was just drifting, since
there was nowhere to progress.
Finally, my brother came up with
an idea. In some American
shopping centers, they set aside an
area for vending stands. Anyone
who wants can take one of these
stands and sell merchandise. My
brother’s friend had opened such a

business in his hometown of
Houston, Texas, and my brother
suggested that I join him.

“My brother had traveled
earlier and returned. This was the
peak time for selling merchandise
there, so my parents were happy
for me to make the trip. They
were prepared for me to travel for
a few months, make a few
thousand dollars, and come back
to pay off the debts.

“I’ll never forget the days
leading up to the flight. I was in
the midst of some very serious
financial difficulties. I had to
repay my forty thousand shekel
college tuition, but I had no work.
My parents helped me a little with
the airline ticket, and my brother
gave me $500 for some spending
money. I was ready to go.

“In the midst of all the pre-
flight activity, I began to feel
uncomfortable about traveling to a
place of exile, where I would be
pretty much on my own and
among Gentiles. I felt a need to
buy a pair of t’fillin. I went to a
store and, with some of the money
that my brother had given me,
bought myself t’fillin! From that
moment on, I began to put on
t’fillin every weekday. The five
minutes each morning of donning
the t’fillin and reciting Shma was
the beginning of my spiritual
return.

“I landed in Texas on a Friday
afternoon. The previous resident
of my rental apartment was also a
young man from Eretz Yisroel.
When he heard that I had arrived,
he came to collect his belongings
and make room for me. By Divine
Providence, we arrived at the
apartment at the same time. He
looked at me and said, ‘I’m going
to Shabbos services in the Jewish
community, would you like to
come?’ I agreed, and off we went
together.

“About forty-five minutes later,
we arrived at the local Sephardic
synagogue for Israelis. My feelings
at that moment are hard to
describe. Until then, when I was
in Eretz Yisroel, I always felt that
I was fighting my surroundings
and my parents, and that I
constantly had to justify the path I
had taken. Suddenly, I found
myself in a place where I didn’t
have to justify anything to anyone,
and I could simply flourish.

prof i le

R’ Tal Mandel trained as an IDF pilot
and ‘made it’ as an American
businessman, but his greatest
achievements have been organizing
groups and events as a director of the
Ascent Institute in Tzfas. His father
was born as the Frierdike Rebbe was
being released from jail, but the
significance of the date was lost on
him, until he embarked on his path of
t’shuva. * Part 2 of 2.

TAL�S ASCENT
By Yisroel Yehuda
Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry
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“During that period of my life,
I would leave my friend at the
shopping center on Friday
afternoons and travel three-
quarters of an hour to sing ‘Lecha
Dodi’ with the Sephardim in great
spiritual elation… and then drive
back to the shopping center to
pick up my friend, singing ‘Lecha
Dodi’ to myself all the way there…

“We worked very hard that first

year. My partner borrowed some
money from his mother and we
bought a vendor’s stand at the
shopping center. Business matters
were conducted slowly but surely.
While we had success in making a
living, we were also extremely
frugal. We would buy one cup of
cola and share it between us.

“After a few months, the Jewish
community’s Sephardic rabbi, who

had noticed that I was ‘warming
up’ to Judaism, approached me
and said, ‘Others can do that
(referring to my traveling by car
on Shabbos), not you! I’ll arrange
a room for you, and you can stay
here all Shabbos.’ This is how I
started to keep Shabbos as well.
With me in my apartment were
two other young men who were
also in the process of doing
t’shuva, and we all felt an
indescribable uplift from the whole
experience. It lit up my life.

“Around this same time, our
business began to prosper. We
became familiar with a young
millionaire from Turkey who was
impressed by the way Israelis
made money from their vending
operations in the shopping
centers. He also wanted a piece of
the action, but he didn’t know any
Israelis. We made a deal with him:
We would bring and train workers
according to the ‘Israeli approach’
that he liked so much, while he
invested the money, and we would
divide the profits. We took out ads
in the papers, brought the Israelis,
and within six months and with
virtually no investment on our
part, we had a staff of seventy
employees at twenty-seven vendor
stands! Our operations spread to
seven cities throughout the United
States: New York, Las Vegas, New
Orleans, and four cities in Texas. I
became the business’
administrative manager, and my
partner gave the workers practical
training on how to sell. Every city
had a regional manager and we
were their supervisors. We had
turned into big bosses, and the
money started to flow.”

A DESCENT FOR
THE PURPOSE OF…
“During that year, I suffered a

spiritual setback and went back to
working on Shabbos. I once heard
from Rabbi Arad of Rechovot that
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after Hashem gives the supernal
lights to someone doing t’shuva,
he ‘takes’ them back in order to
allow the Jew to make progress on
his own power. I too had suddenly
lost the feeling of attraction
towards religion. 

“I began to hear rather
unpleasant talk coming out of the
Sephardic shul. It was interesting
to realize that I had been in the
shul for a year already, and I had
never noticed such things before. I
guess love is blind and I was had
been infatuated with the Shabbos
experience. As a result of my
growing negative feeling, I
stopped coming to the Sephardic
shul, and thereafter ‘crumbled’
spiritually. No shul, no Shabbos,
nothing more than putting on
t’fillin in the morning.

“After a low period lasting
several months, a friend invited
me to come to New York and
participate in his son’s bris mila.
My week-long stay with him gave
me a spiritual rejuvenation. At the
conclusion of my visit, I took an
afternoon flight back to Houston.
I remember sitting in the car

heading to the airport and
thinking, ‘You’re going back to
work in Houston now. You have to
get a hold of yourself. You must
decide if you’re going to become a
baal t’shuva or not – there’s no in
between!’ I made my final
decision: I’m going for it!

“Until then, I hadn’t been
davening Mincha or Maariv, At
that moment, however, I decided
that rather than going straight
home, I would go and daven
Mincha – but where? Unwilling to
go back to the Sephardic shul, I
was left with two options: Chabad,
whose black wardrobe was a bit
intimidating for me, or Young
Israel. In the end, I went to daven
Mincha at Chabad… and didn’t
miss a t’filla at Chabad for the
next two years! 

“One of the Chabad
community members was making
a ‘chanukas ha’bayis’ that day,
and I participated in a chassidic
farbrengen for the first time in my
life. I would remain in Chabad, in
mind and body, from then on. I
really got ‘hooked’ on chassidus in
every sense of the word – the
Rebbe’s maamarim, sichos… After
all the ‘lights’ of t’shuva, I
understood that this was it – this
was the Truth! 

“I began to go around with a
hat, go to the mikveh, and of
course, I made it clear to my
partner that he could forget about
working on Shabbos. He had
figured that out himself already.
Rabbi Betzalel Marinovsky
‘adopted’ me with his love and
warmth, marching forward with
me all along the way.

“Throughout this period of
time, I was in contact with my
home, and this left its mark. My
brother had already done t’shuva,
and my parents were getting used
to the idea. Thus, we completed
the second year of our business
with both material and spiritual

wealth, and I decided to invite my
parents for a visit and a trip to Las
Vegas. This was a vacation for
them, but for me, it was a goodbye
party for worldly pleasures. I
hosted them for a month with the
very finest – five-star hotel suites,
airline tickets, day trips, etc. My
brother prepared them in advance,
explaining that I had grown a
beard and looked religious.

“What really captured my
parents’ hearts was the warm
community in Houston. At the end
of the trip, my father blurted: ‘You
know that I’m a man of few
words, but just wait and see, when
I get back to Eretz Yisroel…’
Indeed, upon his return, he began
to get closer to Judaism. Soon, he
began conducting himself as a
completely observant Jew – at the
age of seventy-seven! When people
asked him why he had become a
baal t’shuva, he replied, ‘I’m going
after my sons!’

“The impression left by my
parents’ visit and the marvelous
connection with the local Jewish
community led to the one most
powerful experiences of my life.
One Friday night during this
period, I dreamt that I saw my
father walking close to the Rebbe,
and I was running to catch up
with them. I never enjoyed a
dream more.”

FROM THE BUSINESS
WORLD TO YESHIVA

LIFE
“At the conclusion of the

second year, my partner and I
decided to take a break. Although
we had made a considerable
amount of money, working with
Israelis is very difficult and tiring,
and in any event, my partner
wanted to do some traveling and I
wanted to go and learn in yeshiva.
We decided to take a year off from
our business affairs. We then went

Soon, he began
conducting himself

as a completely
observant Jew – at
the age of seventy-

seven! When
people asked him

why he had
become a baal

t’shuva, he
replied, ‘I’m going

after my sons!’
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our separate ways – my partner to
South America, and me, to
Morristown.

“Morristown,” Tal recalled
longingly, “short though it was,
was one of the sweetest times of
my life. I was there for about a
month and a half, and I enjoyed
every minute of it – the teaching
staff, the studies, my friends. I
made considerable progress in my
Torah knowledge, totally
immersing myself in the world of
Torah and chassidus.

“Afterwards, I traveled back to
Eretz HaKodesh to meet with my
parents. It wasn’t long before I
was yearning for the warm
atmosphere of the Morristown
yeshiva – and that feeling wouldn’t
let up. I tried to enter one of the
yeshiva programs in Eretz Yisroel,
but the feeling wasn’t quite the
same – I hadn’t found myself.
Thus, one day I found myself
sitting and writing the following
note: ‘Rebbe, I’ve been here for a
week, and I’ve seen everybody.
Things were good for me back in
Morristown, and I want to return
there…’

“I placed the note in a volume

of ‘Igros Kodesh’, and when I
opened it, I was positively
stunned. The answer appeared in
Vol. 9, pg. 61: 

[Regarding] what he wrote
about a journey to the United
States to study, there is much
more to do and to finish in his
yeshiva in Eretz HaKodesh, may
it be rebuilt and restored. He
should learn with the
appropriate devotion, dedication,
and persistence, and without
confusing himself with thoughts
of traveling, etc., at this time.

…regarding what he wrote
about a lack of diligence in the
study of the revealed Torah, etc.,
it is known how stringent our
holy Rebbeim were about
diligence in the study of nigleh.
Our Rabbis, of blessed memory,
said, [One who says ‘I have not
worked hard and have been
successful’ is not believed, and
thus the matter is in his hand –
if he truly wants it, he will study
diligently and also succeed. It is
understood that after the
interruption, all beginnings are
difficult. However, he will have it
easier with time, provided that

he makes the effort, in heart and
soul. This is also the case in
relation to learning chassidus, as
surely in this study, he can also
improve more. With the
agreement of his rosh mesivta
and mashpia, he should divide
the time for reviewing his studies
in a way that will not require
learning one subject for hours,
rather in an alternating manner
that can, at least during this
initial period, stimulate the
desire to learn. As our Rabbis, of
blessed memory, said, ‘a person
should always learn in the place
that the heart desires.’

“I felt as if an arrow had
pierced my heart. The Rebbe was
speaking to me – and with such
explicit words…

“I understood that I was
staying in Eretz Yisroel, and I
simply had to look for a suitable
place to learn. By Divine
Providence, my brother happened
to suggest that I travel to Tzfas,
where we met with R’ Eyal
HaKohen Riess, who was serving
as the administrator of the Ascent
Institute. I’ll never forget my first
visit there as long as I live. This
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breakthrough
enabled us to
reach the entire
Israel Defense
Forces. Just this
past month, we
hosted more than
one thousand
soldiers!

R’ Tal Mandel utilizing his military service for IDF soldier outreach
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was a rare and most powerful
experience. The atmosphere, the
programs, the hospitality – it was
all something quite extraordinary.
I felt that this was the place for
me. I began making inquiries
among the staff as to whether
there was a Chabad yeshiva in the
area. They looked at me with
amazement: ‘Don’t you know that
the biggest Chabad yeshiva is in
Tzfas?’ I realized that when the
Rebbe wrote about ‘the place that
the heart desires’, this is where he
meant. 

“I began to learn in the Chabad
yeshiva of Tzfas immediately after
Tishrei, combining my studies
with outreach work at Ascent on
the weekends. After my wedding
about two years ago, (immediately
after the Second Lebanon War),
Ascent director Rabbi Shaul Leiter
offered me a position heading the
Groups and Events Division. This
has been my shlichus ever since.

“Interestingly, when I returned
to Eretz Yisroel, the army
summoned me for an interview,
and my commanding officer, who
knew that I had become a baal
t’shuva, wanted to know if I
planned to continue serving in the
army reserve. Since there were
conflicting views on this matter, I
wrote to the Rebbe. The answer
was: ‘May it be G-d’s Will that
he will utilize the strengths that
he received from Divine
Providence to continue working
with the broadest range of

groups, and especially within the
army…’ (25th of Nissan, 5719).

“I was not expecting such a
clear answer. That same day, I
notified my commanding officer
that I would present myself for
reserve duty, and I even received
an offer to serve as a platoon
commander. 

“In the framework of my
activities with Ascent, we
periodically bring in groups of
IDF soldiers. Over the years, such
visits had to go through the army
rabbinate for approval, but when I
started working for Ascent, we
found a way to change its
categorization from a ‘religious’ to
an ‘educational’ institution, which
meant that we could begin
working with the education corps
instead of the army rabbinate.

This breakthrough enabled us to
reach the entire Israel Defense
Forces. Just this past month, we
hosted more than one thousand
soldiers! I felt that this is what the
Rebbe meant when he wrote, ‘and
especially within the army…’

“Thus, when soldiers come to
Ascent, I try to do everything so
that they will enjoy their visit and
be positively influenced, since they
came by the order of their
commanding officer, not by their
own personal choice. A couple of
weeks ago, a group of air force
cadets arrived for a ‘traditional
Shabbos’ experience, together with
five officers. Even before anyone
from the staff spoke to them, the
commanding officer called them in
and gave them his own
introduction: ‘You are about a
have an unusual experience. Until
recently, we would stay at the
regional army unit. However, ever
since we became familiar with
‘Ascent’, we only come here. To
give you an idea how pleasant this
place is, you should know that the
other four officers accompanying
you were scheduled to spend this
Shabbos at home. However, they
were here a few weeks ago for
Shabbos, and they preferred to
come and spend another Shabbos
here at ‘Ascent’…”
Dedicated in memory of R’ Tal’s
father, R. Yechiel Mandel, of blessed
memory, who passed away on Shabbos
Parshas Lech Lecha,, the 10th of
MarCheshvan, 5769.

R’ Tal Mandel in his office at
the Ascent Institute of Tzfas
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TAKING PLEASURE 
AWAY FROM JEWS

When they came to arrest the
Alter Rebbe the first time, he left his
house via a back door and left town.
He met the Chassid R’ Shmuel
Munkes and asked him whether he
thought he should give himself up to
the authorities.

In response to this question, R’
Shmuel told about a certain
Chassidic Rebbe who was traveling
when the wagon driver crashed into
a house and broke the windows.
Unfortunately for him, it was the
house of an arrogant squire who, in
his fury, aimed his gun at the wagon

driver. The wagon driver turned to
the Rebbe and pointed at him as the
one responsible for the damage.
Miraculously, the squire did not
shoot and the tzaddik was able to
appease him.

After they paid for the damage
and went on their way, the Rebbe
asked the wagon driver, “Why did
you point at me when the squire
wanted to shoot at us? What did I
do wrong?” 

The wagon driver replied, “If you
are truly a Rebbe, the bullet wouldn’t
hurt you, and if you’re not a genuine
Rebbe, you deserve the bullet,
because why are you fooling people?

R’ Shmuel Munkes finished
relating this story and said, as the
wagon driver did, “If you are a
Rebbe, no bullet will hurt you. If you
are not a Rebbe, then by what right
did you take away the pleasure in
this world from thousands of
Chassidim?”

The Alter Rebbe decided to
return home, and the next time they
came to arrest him, he went along
peaceably. That is the story of his
arrest and the subsequent
redemption of Yud-Tes Kislev. Since
the arrest and liberation were not a
personal matter but affected all the
Jewish people and the spreading of

thought

This is the reason why young married
men would invite friends to farbreng
in their homes right after their Sheva
Brachos. Not to show off their new
abode, but to establish the
Chassidishe atmosphere of the home.
* A Chassidishe farbrengen about
enjoying the pleasures of this world.

GO TO THE CHUPPA,
BUT DON�T GET
MARRIED!
By Rabbi Chaim Ashkenazi
Rav of the Chabad k’hilla in Tel Aviv
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Chassidus, the story of his consulting
with R’ Shmuel Munkes has a
general message for us regarding the
founding and spreading of
Chassidus.

This story enables us to
understand what the Rebbeim
thought to achieve with Toras
HaChassidus, with the avodas
Hashem of so many Chassidim for
over 200 years. Why were there
seven generations of Rebbeim? Why
were there arrests of the Rebbeim
and the persecution of the
Misnagdim? Why have Chassidim
sat for hundreds of thousands of
hours at farbrengens?

We should be asking what all that
accomplished and what it should be
accomplishing in us. Is it just that
Chassidic clothing or customs
should be different? Was it only
because of the study of additional
s’farim – sifrei Chassidus in addition
to sifrei Nigleh – that the Satan
aroused the anger of the Misnagdim
and the students of the Maggid
against the Alter Rebbe for
publicizing Chassidus, and in later
generations, the opposition of the
Polish Rebbes, and so on?

What so bothered the Satan
about learning some more s’farim,
more Torah ideas, additional
explanations about the Creator of the
world, what Torah and mitzvos are,
what is a Jew, etc.? What was the
basis for the animosity that divided
the Jewish people for several
generations and caused dissent (and
worse) between parents and children,
brothers and brothers-in-law?

R’ Shmuel Munkes’ answer to the
Alter Rebbe answers all these
questions, and shows us toward what
goal the Alter Rebbe, and the
Rebbeim who followed him, were
striving: to take away from us the
ability to enjoy things of this world,
so that we can take pleasure in
Hashem, each according to his
ability.

THE THIN LINE BETWEEN
PLEASURE AND HERESY

In Tanya, the fundamental text of
Chassidus, you can see the extent to
which this goal is the basis for
avodas Hashem. We learn this from
the Alter Rebbe’s chiddush and
explanation about the difference
between a perfect tzaddik and an
imperfect tzaddik. The difference is
seemingly small. The “tzaddik v’tov
lo” completely despises evil and not a
remnant of evil remains within him,
while a “tzaddik v’ra lo” does not
entirely despise evil and therefore, a
remnant of perceiving evil as
pleasurable remains within him.

This does not mean that the
“tzaddik v’ra lo” has any inclination
towards evil, G-d forbid, nor does he
take any pleasure in it. Rather,
simply because he does not find evil
utterly abhorrent, he is called a
“tzaddik v’ra lo.” This tremendous
innovation in the understanding of a
tzaddik does not appear in other
s’farim on avodas Hashem.

This is one of the things that
aroused the ire of the Misnagdim in
the Alter Rebbe’s generation. They
wondered how it was possible to say
about great people that because they
did not completely loath evil, their
perception of evil as pleasurable
made them lacking.

Those who are unlearned in
Chassidus lack an understanding of
the true, inner meaning of many
fundamental concepts in Judaism.
Take, for example, the verses that
describe the insignificance of
Creation relative to the Creator,
describing how it is nothing
compared to Him. What is the
meaning of “ein od,” “yachid chei
ha’olamim,” “baruch sh’amar v’haya
ha’olam” and similar verses?
Without Chassidus, people’s
understanding of these verses is not
the ultimate truth – that there is
nothing that has intrinsic reality aside
from G-d Himself.

Since “there is nothing aside

from Him,” desire for any created
thing, as separate from Hashem, is
evil. Those who don’t know
Chassidus say that Hashem, Torah,
and mitzvos should be on our list of
pleasures, and preferably at the top
of the list; there’s nothing wrong
with enjoying worldly pleasures as
well. Such people may wonder why
this kind of attitude is looked at
askance by Chassidim.

Chassidus opens our eyes to see
that this approach is, in a subtle way,
hedonistic and even heretical. This is
because a miniscule amount of
pleasure or attraction to anything
aside from G-d is a subtle form of
avoda zara. If a person does not
despise the pleasures of this world
and especially if he is drawn towards
anything aside from G-d, this implies
that he ascribes importance to
something other than G-d.

This principle is learned from the
story about Rabbi Dovid of Tolna,
who was once hosted by a very poor
man. The host asked him for a
blessing for parnasa, and the tzaddik
said he could only bless him if the
man gave him 200 rubles. The man
found it hard to part with the money,
since it was money he had put aside
in case of need, but he gave it to the
tzaddik.

The tzaddik then took the man
outside, and predicted, “Over here
you will have a large inn, over there,
a tavern,” and other such promises.
Another Jew who was present, not a
Chassid, was taken aback by R’
Dovid’s conduct. He later returned
to see whether R’ Dovid’s promises
had come true. Indeed, the man had
become wealthy and had built all the
buildings that the tzaddik had
predicted.

The observer traveled to the
tzaddik and said that after seeing this
miracle, he had decided to become
his Chassid, but he wanted to
understand why R’ Dovid had taken
the man’s last rubles as a condition
for his bracha. 
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R’ Dovid replied, “This Jew had
riches waiting for him, but he could
not receive it because he had avoda
zara in his house – 200 rubles in
which he had placed his trust. I
therefore had to take it from him.

THE SLIPPERY SLOPE
Enjoyment of physical things can,

at first, be minimal – merely taking
pleasure in thinking about it. But it
quickly escalates into an investment
of time, energy, and money in order
to achieve the actual physical
pleasure. A person is sometimes even
willing to undergo stress and enter
into competition with neighbors and
friends to see who will “die with the
most toys.” 

Numerous hours are invested into
thinking and talking about pleasures.
Eventually, a person might even be
willing to forego Torah and mitzvos
to obtain them, such as cutting
davening short or missing the
opportunities for “amen yehei shmei
rabba,” Kaddish and Krias HaTorah.
Or it might come at the expense of
shiurim and farbrengens or a child’s
chinuch.

When a person is obsessed with
desire, G-d forbid, he can even go so
far as to engage in thought, speech,
or action in the realm of klipa to
obtain what he wants. Then, when he
has achieved his aim, he boasts about
it to others, thinking that their
listening proves that they admire his
ability to obtain pleasurable things.

He sometimes arouses admiration
and jealousy for the material things
that he has acquired and inspires
other people to compete with him. R’
Shlomo Chaim Kesselman would
compare a person like this to a
creature that wallows in filth with
tremendous enjoyment, making
noises as if to say: “Give, give! It’s
not enough for me that it reaches my
nose. I want the filth to reach above
my nose!”

This behavior is reminiscent of
the Russian gentile who, on a visit to

Germany, was caught stealing. He
was punished by being driven along
the main street, where people stood
on both sides of the street screaming,
“Shame on you!” Not understanding
German, he assumed they were
cheering for him and he yelled back,
“Don’t worry, I’ll do it again!”

Delighting in physical pleasures is
not the Jewish way. A Jew, by
contrast, must be careful of even a
smidgen of attraction to pleasures, lest
he get schlepped into the downward
slide. The Rebbe Rayatz, when
speaking about this topic, brought an
example of someone sitting and

learning Likkutei Torah and drinking
a cup of tea. After each sip he sighs
contentedly, “Ahhh.” Who knows,
said the Rebbe Rayatz, whether his
pleasure is over the G-dliness in the
maamer Chassidus he is learning or
over the tea…

The Rebbeim, in their great love
for Klal Yisroel and their desire to
distance them from spiritual danger,
publicized Chassidus as a protection
from the pursuit of the pleasures of
this world. This explains why the
Rebbeim showered us with so much
Chassidus and were ready to pay a
heavy price – to the extent of

mesirus nefesh – to instill in us the
“taste it and see that G-d is good.”
They didn’t limit their concern to
their own flocks. They made it clear
that Chassidus is not the province of
a particular group or party but
belongs to all Jews.

AROUSING COMPASSION
ON THE G-DLY SPARK
Chassidim farbrenged about this

over the generations, working on
understanding and absorbing the
idea that worldly pleasures are the
biggest barriers to grasping G-dly
pleasure. They worked on directing
the desire for pleasure towards
spiritual and G-dly matters.

At farbrengens, they spoke at
length about the “sights of this
world” which the neshama must
forget in order to enter Gan Eden.
The soul must go through a
cleansing process to make it forget.
Even if one’s enjoyment of this world
is minimal, it is engraved in his soul
and the neshama must divest itself of
it in order to delight in Hashem.

The mashpiim throughout the
generations tried to instill an
abhorrence, or at least a
dissatisfaction, with worldly
enjoyment and interest in anything
other than Hashem. In order to drive
their point home, and to prevent a
person from investing all his
excitement into physical pleasures to
the point that he gets upset and
angry when it’s withheld from him,
they would liken it to the Peor idol
worship. 

Worshipping Peor entailed
defecating before the idol. What
sense was there in this “worship,”
and how did people think that this
honored their idol?

The answer is that they knew that
pleasures of this world are the
leftovers, the remnants of the
spiritual pleasures of the Ofanim
angels, angels that are the lowest in
stature, from whose waste this world
was created. By defecating before the

“If you are a
Rebbe, no bullet
will hurt you. If
you are not a
Rebbe, then by
what right did you
take away the
pleasure in this
world from
thousands of
Chassidim?”
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Peor, they expressed their thanks to
it, since they imagined that it was
Peor who gave them the physical
pleasures which were its excretions.
They were reciprocating with their
own excretions, the waste products
of their eating and drinking.

Bacteria and worms enjoy
excrement and subsist from that
which is disgusting, but for us, the
Jewish people, a part of G-d above, it
is not fitting at all. There is no
justification for enjoying waste. We
need to take pleasure in the source of
all pleasures, Hashem, Torah and
mitzvos, Moshiach, Rebbe, and
Chassidus.

Mashpiim put in hours upon
hours of talks and farbrengens in
order to mold a Chassid to be
ashamed to take pleasure in matters
of this world, each on his level.

In days gone by, a Chassid went
to his Rebbe to ask for help for his
neshama, which had descended from
a “high rooftop to a low pit,” from
being in Gan Eden where it enjoyed
G-dliness to taking pleasure in this
physical world. He would ask that he
not find pleasure in foolish things –
from certain clothing, certain
haircuts, glasses or shoes or a watch,
etc. From delicious food, casual or
forbidden conversation, or from
viewing physical things or forbidden
things, G-d forbid. 

Nowadays, there are situations in
which the person, who can display
the most forbidden images through
technological devices or other means,
is viewed as a chevraman and his
friends are envious of him. Referring
back to the analogy given before, he
defecates to the Peor and then
instead of the other people holding
their noses and running away, they
envy him and want to have more of
what he has.

It’s like the drunkard in the story
who would roll in the streets in his
stupor and mortify his son with his
behavior. One time, the son was
walking down the street when he

noticed a drunk rolling in the mud.
He brought his father to show him
the unsightliness of such conduct.
The father ran over to the drunk and
asked, “Where did you get such
great liquor?”

Chassidim would describe the
degradation of a soul coming down
to this world, to which the person
adds indignity upon indignity by his
actions. They would describe the
soul’s tears and tremendous pain
caused by this behavior, and would
quote verses and maamarei Chazal
that describe how pathetic it is for
the G-dly spark within.

CHASSIDISHE CHINUCH
TO DESPISE PHYSICAL

PLEASURES
Chassidim would also explain at

length how by saying “amen, yehei
shmei rabba” or verses from the
Torah, doing mitzvos, and the like, a
person can give his neshama a
respite and some consolation. Man
can enable the soul to feel that it was
worth coming down to this world,
which is a temple to Peor, in order to
learn Torah and do mitzvos. The
Chassidim would convey how all the
treasure in the world is not worth
one kiss of a Torah scroll.

This is what they would think
about during the singing at
farbrengens. Each would think of his
true state, to the point that they
heard the soul’s cry – gevald! Save
me!

After the farbrengen, they would
leave determined: No more avoda
zara! No more rooting through the
garbage pail. Let’s look for the
source of all pleasures. No wonder
that after a farbrengen they made
somersaults, even in the mud, for
that was to counter the accepted
norms of the world of pleasures that
the body is attracted to.

It is told about R’ Tzemach
Gurewitz a”h, that at his Sheva
Brachos, after a few l’chaims, he was

requested to make a somersault. He
was a chassan with a new sirtuk, at a
time when not everybody had one
(and if they did, it had many
patches), so he was not very eager to
oblige. One of the Chassidim
suggested, “Come, let’s switch
sirtuks.” That Chassid then
proceeded to perform a somersault
in the chassan’s sirtuk. That is how
the Chassidim trained the young men
to look down on materialism.

The elder Chassidim would tell
the young men: “Sanctify the
woman, go to the chuppa, write the
k’suba, and make Sheva Brachos, but
don’t ‘get married’!” By this they
meant, don’t derive enjoyment from
this. 

When they made Sheva Brachos
in yeshiva and R’ Shlomo Chaim
Kesselman saw the chassan rejoicing,
he would yell over at him, “What are
you enjoying? The wedding is
another descent into this world. You
ought to be like the Mitteler Rebbe,
who wanted to get married only in
order to be able to hear maamarim
from his father, the Alter Rebbe.”

Although we are not like the
Mitteler Rebbe, that is what we
should be aiming for. At the very
least, we shouldn’t be taking pleasure
in the opposite direction. There is no
reason to show your friends your
newly furnished house or pictures or
movies of your wedding. After all,
you don’t see the Rebbe on the video
or senior Chassidim farbrenging or
how the chassan does a somersault
with his sirtuk, cuffed slacks and tie.

There is a story in the sichos of
the Rebbe Rayatz about a Chassid
who came to ask his wealthy brother
for monetary assistance to marry off
his daughter. When he arrived at his
brother’s home, his brother showed
him around his spacious, beautifully
appointed home. 

The Chassidishe brother, who
was bothered by the fact that his
brother had put so much money into
nonsense, said, “There is an animal
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that wallows in mud and refuse and
wants more and more of it. Either
give me what I need to marry off my
daughter or I’m leaving, because
none of this interests me.” 

R’ Shmuel Munkes drove this
point home to the well-to-do R’ Meir
Refael’s. He once entered R’ Meir’s
home and lay down on the lovely
couch with his muddy boots. When
R’ Meir came home and asked R’
Shmuel why he did so, R’ Shmuel
replied, “That’s what bothers you?!”
And he left the house.

R’ Meir ran after him to appease
him and R’ Shmuel agreed to return
only if R’ Meir would ride down the
main street on a broomstick. R’ Meir
did!

This is the reason why young
married men would invite friends to
farbreng in their homes right after
their Sheva Brachos. Not to show off
their new abode, but to establish the
Chassidishe atmosphere of the home.
And if there was chazara, i.e.,
throwing up from too much mashke,
they felt that they had established the
Chassidishe basis of their homes. 

TAKING PLEASURE
IN G-D

R’ Meir Simcha Chein was
offered a shidduch for his daughter
with an illustrious and wealthy
family. When they sat down to
conclude the shidduch, the mechutan
wanted to discuss buying a beautiful
bedroom and dining room set and
other stylish furnishings.

R’ Meir Simcha would not agree
to that. He said that he was no
longer interested in the shidduch.
The mechutan thought that R’ Meir
Simcha did not want to spend so
much money, and offered to pay the
extra expenses.

R’ Meir Simcha said he was
absolutely not interested. In
explanation, he pointed at the table
and said, “See, I have a simple table.
When Chassidim come to farbreng,
sometimes a leg of the table breaks.
The next day I simply ask Yaakov the

carpenter to come and fix it. A few
days later, there is another
farbrengen and the same thing
happens again.

“But if my daughter has a
magnificent dining room set, they
won’t have Chassidim come to
farbreng, because how would they
ensure that Chassidim wouldn’t
dance on the expensive table? If it
breaks, Yaakov the carpenter
wouldn’t be the man for the job.
They would have to send the table
back to the factory for repairs, which
is a bother and a big expense. That’s
why I’m not interested in this
shidduch.”

From these and similar stories we
see how enjoyment of this world
prevents us from taking pleasure in
the Creator. The more copious the
physical pleasures, the more they
block the truth and cause one to
chase after even more physical
pleasures. The mashpia, R’ Shaul
Brook, would say that when people
started wearing pressed pants, they
stopped reciting Tikkun Chatzos,
because you can’t sit on the floor in
pressed pants. At the very least, you
would want to clean the floor before
sitting on it. What sort of Tikkun
Chatzos would it be after doing that?

We see that running after
pleasures leads to taking enjoyment

in things that boggle the mind, like
taking pleasure in copying gentile
styles, under-dressing (literally!), and
adorning oneself with tattoos and
rings on the heads, ears, eyes, necks,
and other body parts.

What a pity it is on those who
completely forget why they are here
for 120 years! There are creatures
who don’t have another world, so
they grab whatever pleasure they can
from this world. We children of
Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, have
another world and we have to
prepare for it. Why cause ourselves
sorrow and embarrassment for not
doing what we were told to do?

Each moment is that much more
critical in our days, when we are
about to see Moshiach and we will
begin to live the life of truth once
again, of “then you will take pleasure
in Hashem.” In these final moments
of galus, we must do as Yaakov
Avinu did when he left the yeshiva of
Shem and Eiver. He put rocks
around his head in order to protect it
from becoming immersed in the
pleasures of Charan.

We are dealing with the darkness
of the final moments of galus and we
can’t “lose our heads.” Let us learn
from the Alter Rebbe who, when he
went to jail, instructed us on what is
important and trivial in our lives. 

We can learn true pleasure from a
Chassid of an earlier generation.
When someone wanted to help him
carry his tallis and t’fillin to shul he
responded, “you don’t give spiritual
heights to anyone to carry; you carry
it yourself.”

The Rebbe informed us about
Moshiach’s coming so that we won’t
be ashamed to greet him, and so that
our pressed pants won’t interfere
with our running towards him. We
will show Moshiach the spiritual
heights that we held on to and didn’t
let go. These are the G-dly pleasures
that we recognized and “tasted,” and
in their merit we will take pleasure in
the revelation of Hashem,
immediately mamash.
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“This Jew had
riches waiting for
him, but he could
not receive it
because he had
avoda zara in his
house – 200 rubles
in which he had
placed his trust.”
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