












On a mountainside near Tzfas,
positioned beneath the IDF
Northern Command headquarters

known as “the eyes of the
country,” is the calm and pastoral
village of Biriya. A magical and
breathtaking view appears from
the windows of the houses of the
village residents, most of who
emigrated to Eretz Yisroel from
North Africa and live a traditional
lifestyle. The village is named after
a vibrant settlement that existed
on the premises during the era of
the Talmud. The ancient village of
Biriya was home to Rabbi Yosef
Caro, compiler of the Shulchan
Aruch, and is also the site of the
grave of Benayahu ben Yehoyada,
chief counsel to Dovid
HaMelech.

For the

sh l i chus

In the small and magical village of
Biriya, hundreds of Jewish souls have
found their way to the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, often in the merit of the
amazing answers they have received
from him over the years, answers that
have revolutionized their lives.

THE BESHARIS
BELONG IN BIRIYA
By Nosson Avrohom
Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry
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Inset: Rabbi Beshari
by his home in Biriya
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past twenty-five years, Rabbi
Ehud Beshari and his wife,
Devora, have been involved in
outreach activities in Biriya. Until
two years ago, they were living in
the Kiryat Chabad community of
Tzfas and commuted for shlichus.
However, after the tragic accident
near Eilat that took the lives of
three yeshiva students on their
way to mivtzaim during Chanuka,
the couple resolved that they
would give up the comforts of
their warm community and move
to the place of their shlichus.
Thus, with the Rebbe’s bracha, the
Beshari family moved into the
center of Biriya. On their first day
there, they hung a large Moshiach
flag on the house, a proud
testimony to their purpose and
objective there.

The central motto of the
Besharis’ activities is consistent,
personal, and individual contact
with each and every resident of
Biriya: men, women, and children.
As opposed to larger cities,
everyone knows everyone else in
Biriya, and therefore, there is a

greater emphasis upon

relating to each person as an
individual. Their very presence
and the direct contact with people
in the street can bring
revolutionary results. There is, for
example, the local grocer who no
longer makes a move without
consulting the Rebbe, advising all
her friends and acquaintances to
do so as well, and a neighborhood
woman in whose home a class for
women has been established,
making a deep and serious change
in the host’s way of life.

“Many women have told me
that they began getting better
acquainted with their close
neighbors only in the merit of
their participation in these
activities,” says the shlucha, Mrs.
Devora Beshari. “This is a place
where people work hard all day
and come home only in the
evening.” Even if the Besharis
won’t admit it, the

On the day we
learned of the
tragic death of the
three T’mimim on
their way to IDF
army bases in the
south to do
‘mivtzaim’ we
decided we had to
do something
radical to hasten
the Redemption,
so we chose to
throw ourselves
into our Biriya
shlichus.
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participation of thirty women in a
weekly Torah class on a settlement
with one hundred and twenty
families is a very respectable
turnout. However, these shluchim
do not measure success in
statistical terms – until the Rebbe
comes into every home in Biriya,
they refuse to sit on their laurels.

QUESTIONS IN FAITH
THAT LED HIM TO

“TOMCHEI T’MIMIM”
Rabbi Beshari’s parents

emigrated from Yemen to
Netanya, where he was born and
raised. Even at an early age, he
felt his soul yearning and
searching for the true essence in
its deepest and most inner sense.
At a time when most of his friends
were going out to seek greener
pastures elsewhere, he chose to
look for real Yiddishkait at home,
seeking the true peace and
tranquility to be found there.

He began playing various
musical instruments as a hobby,
and he chose to do his high school
studies specifically at a religious
institution in his hometown.

“When I completed my
required high school studies,
Divine Providence led me to the
hesder yeshiva in Kedumim.
During this time, I was already in
the midst of an intensive search
for my true self, looking for my
true self, my soul. These were the
days of the great battles of Gush
Emunim, for the cause of settling
Yehuda and Shomron, and I
happily found myself joining
young and old who went up to
Sebastia time after time, and were
evicted by the military authorities.

“Around this time, I came to
know Rabbi Nachum Reichel, who
in later years served as the rav of
the Atzmona settlement in Gush
Katif. We had many deep heartfelt
talks, and I posed some difficult

questions in matters of faith. Was
there really a Revelation on Mount
Sinai? Who says that all the
stories in the Torah and Jewish
history aren’t merely tales? By
what right can the rabbanim
interpret or be strict in matters of
Torah? Calmly and gently, he
answered all my questions,
including those I wouldn’t dare
ask out of concern that I would be
called a heretic.

“One day, I was heading
towards Sebastia together with

Benny Katzover for another
incursion and to supply our
insurgents with food and water.
Rabbi Reichel suddenly turned,
asking me to accompany him to
Tel Aviv because he was planning
to stop in Kfar Chabad on the way
and he wanted me to look into the
yeshiva there. He knew what I felt
in my heart and how I was
searching for the truth, and he
believed that I could only find the
real answers in Chabad.

“We set out on our journey
and soon found ourselves at
Yeshiva Tomchei T’mimim in Kfar
Chabad. He spoke with the rosh
yeshiva, Rabbi Yaakov HaKohen
Katz, and it was decided that I
would stay there for a couple of
days, and then I would decide if I
wanted to remain. Rabbi Menashe
Althaus, today serving as the
Rebbe MH”M’s shliach in Kiryat
Tivon, helped me a great deal in
adapting to my new environment.
He took care of all my needs and
explained everything, with
exemplary hospitality. Two days
became four, and one week
became two. I quickly understood
that chassidus was what my soul
desired. 

“I was particularly enraptured
by the Chabad niggunim. As a
musician, I couldn’t help but be
impressed by the intensity of these
melodies. They were like cold
water on a hot day for a tired and
thirsting soul. They succeeded in
restoring my connection to Torah
and mitzvos.

“I found chavrusas with whom
to learn nigleh and chassidus, and
I invested much strength and
energy to acquire and internalize
greater wisdom in Torah. With
each passing day, I felt a renewed
sense of fulfillment, a welcome
change from the feeling of inner
emptiness and lack of faith in my
Creator that I had in the past.

“Several months later, I
returned to Kedumim to see Rabbi
Reichel and express my thanks
and appreciation. I was already
going around with my tzitzis out,
proud of my Judaism, the same
Judaism regarding which I used to
have such serious doubts. As I
entered his home, I found him
teaching the seifer ‘Nefesh
HaChaim.’ When he saw me, his
face lit up and he greeted me with
undisguised joy. ‘Beshari has
arrived,’ he said, ‘and now that he
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She had been
living on the street
for many years but

had always
thought that the
place had been
dark. However,

with our arrival,
she feels that the

darkness has been
replaced with the

light of
Redemption.
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has been learning chassidus in
Kfar Chabad, he will explain to us
the meaning of ‘oros b’keilim’
(lights in vessels).” 

When Rabbi Reichel heard me
explain the subject, he became
most excited. He felt that I was no
longer the same wayward and
confused young man that he had
known. Later, I discovered that I
was not the only one that he had
sent to learn in Chabad. There
had been many others, among
them Rabbi Amitai Yemini, who
serves today as a shliach in Los
Angeles.

“In 5740, I wrote to the Rebbe
that I have resolved that I must go
and learn in Yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim.

“Despite the fact that my
progress in yeshiva was quick and
straightforward, internalizing and
manifesting such Chassidic values
as what a Rebbe is, the power of a
farbrengen, and bittul to the
Rebbe and mashpiim took a little
longer. The yeshiva folk put no
pressure upon me, and the
atmosphere was very pleasant. It
took about a year and a half for
me to become a full-fledged

chassid!
“At the start of 5741, I wrote

to the Rebbe, asking whether I
should continue learning in
yeshiva or if I should start looking
for a shidduch. In his reply, the
Rebbe instructed me to consult
with a mashpia. I went to R’
Mendel Futerfas, who told me
with a smile, ‘Nu, get married.’
However, I had a slight problem: I
had yet to have the privilege of
going on ‘k’vutza.’ For R’ Mendel,
this carried considerable weight,
and he said, ‘Then go now.’ It was
the month of Shvat, and after
much pleading, my father
consented to pay for my ticket. I
experienced a most unique year
with the Rebbe, which included
the historic ceremony for the
blessing of the sun. The moment
that is most etched in my memory
from that year was the maamer
‘B’chol Dor VaDor’ that the Rebbe
gave over on Yud-Alef Nissan.

“In 5744, when I was still a
young avreich, I met Rabbi
Eliyahu Aryeh Friedman, of
blessed memory, in shul. He was
holding a list of locations for
potential shlichus, and then

proceeded to tell me what the
Rebbe had spoken about on the
previous Shabbos. ‘You must go
out on shlichus – where do you
choose to go?’ There was no
room for argument. He had
already established this as fact; the
only question was where I wanted
to do my outreach activities. ‘As
nearby as possible,’ I replied, and
he wrote me and Rabbi Yosef
Yitzchak Bronstein down for
shlichus in the nearly village of
Biriya.

“We immediately began our
activities there through home
visits, checking mezuzos, Tzivos
Hashem club for children, and a
variety of many other programs in
operation to this very day. Mrs.
Shulamit Asulin gives a Tanya
class for women every Sunday. On
Tuesdays, there is a kollel for
chassidus study, started by Rabbi
Malkiel Machputz, and run today
by R’ Dror Ben-Kish. We have a
Tzivos Hashem club every
Wednesday, run by students of the
Beis Chana Seminar, and a shiur
on Shabbos afternoons at the
home of the Tritto family, taught

Rabbi Beshari with his accordion
at the Lag B’Omer parade

Biriya residents participating in a Tanya class
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by Mrs. Michal Almalem and Mrs.
Sara Chaya Wilschanski. In
addition, we help many local
residents write letters to the Rebbe
and host them for Shabbos
meals.”

A VILLAGE OF A
THOUSAND YEARS

Biriya is not just another
yishuv, but an ancient site
mentioned in the Talmud from the
era after the destruction of the
Second Beis HaMikdash. In a
letter from Tzfas sent in 1607,
Biriya is listed among the Jewish
villages that had been abandoned:
“And there are destroyed
synagogues there…countless
Torah scrolls, and the Gentiles
treat them with great respect –
and the keys are in their hands…”

As a Jewish settlement, Biriya
has gone through numerous
changes from ancient times to our
days. Rabbi Yosef Caro, compiler
of the “Shulchan Aruch,” lived
there. In 5668, Baron Rothschild
purchased four thousand dunam
north of Biriya. In 5682, a group
of workers emigrated to Biriya,
although they were unable to
settle there.

In 5709, following the
establishment of the modern
Jewish state, a moshav of
emigrants from Libya was
established nearby, which was
later abandoned and re-
established in 5731. Later, a
group of Italian converts, unable
to be accepted for emigration
elsewhere, managed to come here.

Today, the village of Biriya is a
communal settlement with one
hundred and twenty families and a
total population of four hundred
and fifty residents, both secular
and religious.

Mrs. Beshari tells openly and
candidly that in the early years of
the shlichus, she didn’t see eye to
eye with her husband about the

great investment he had made in
the activities with the residents of
Biriya. “It can be safely said that I
didn’t take a serious part in the
activities until five years ago,
when I started walking to Biriya
every Shabbos with guest speakers
from Kiryat Chabad in Tzfas, who
would teach Pirkei Avos during
the summer and chassidus during

the winter. This class continues to
this very day at the home of Mrs.
Shosh Tritto, whose soul is filled
with the teachings of Chabad
chassidus in every sense of the
word.

“She opens her home to us, as
well as her heart to everything
that symbolizes chassidus and to

all matters that bring satisfaction
to the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach. Coming to Biriya
every Shabbos catalyzed my
personal connection with the local
women, each one unique unto
herself. We made our decision to
move to Biriya, leaving the warm
and united community of Kiryat
Chabad in Tzfas, on the day we
learned of the tragic death of the
three T’mimim on their way to
IDF army bases in the south to do
‘mivtzaim.’ We decided we had to
do something radical to hasten the
Redemption, so we chose to throw
ourselves into our Biriya shlichus,
quite literally. 

“My husband consulted with
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Wilschanski
and several other rabbanim and
mashpiim in Tzfas, all of whom
gave their approval. Naturally, I
sat down and wrote a letter to the
Rebbe via ‘Igros Kodesh,’ and the
answer I received was quite clear:
“Change your place and you
change your luck for good and
for a blessing. May they spread
the teachings of chassidus in
their new place.” There was no
turning back. That same day, we
began the process of looking for a
home in Biriya. 

“The house search had been
going on for at least six months,
but to no avail. We hadn’t been
able to find a place that would fit
our needs at a reasonable price. It
was very frustrating, as we
became reconciled to the fact that
our plans apparently would not
take hold, and we would have to
continue operating through our
home in Kiryat Chabad of Tzfas.
Then we received another answer
from the Rebbe, in response to a
letter that I had written on
another matter entirely. The
Rebbe wrote that he was worried
why we still hadn’t moved to our
new place. This answer was
addressed to a Cohen family. At
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“Then there were
inner voices

calling me to
suppress and

reject these
feelings. But for

days and nights on
end, I kept

wondering over
the idea that

although I had
been searching for

the meaning in
the Far East –

where will I find
it? In Torah and

mitzvos!”
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my place of work, there is an
employee named Aliza Cohen,
who lives in Biriya. I called her
into the office and asked if she
knew about a house in Biriya that
would be suitable for us. She was
shocked by our desire to leave
Tzfas and move to Biriya, but she
immediately replied, ‘Of course, I
know about a house. There’s a
closed up house right across the
road from us, totally empty, and
the owners want to rent it out very
much.’ We went out that
afternoon to see the house, were
very impressed by it, and sat down
with the owners that evening.
After we explained to them the
purpose of the house, they made a
very sizable reduction in the
asking price. The wife told us that
she had been to the Rebbe in the
past and was privileged to receive
his blessing.

“Two years ago on Gimmel
Tammuz, we moved with all our
belongings to the new house. We
hung a Moshiach flag on the
house, and the settlement’s
Chabad activities received a
double dose of fortitude and an
immeasurable boost for greater

expansion. Two days later, a
neighbor knocked at our door,
telling us that she had been living
on the street for many years but
had always thought that the place
had been dark. However, with our
arrival, she feels that the darkness
has been replaced with the light of
Redemption. This was
unquestionably a warm and
heartfelt greeting of the highest
order.”

A PERSONAL STORY
One of the Besharis’ baalei

t’shuva is Sigal Rosenthal. A
certified cosmetician and
alternative healer, Sigal began her
return to Yiddishkait a little more
than ten years ago on a tour of
the East. Upon returning to Eretz
Yisroel, she met her future
husband, a jewelry designer by
trade, and together they started a
deep and meaningful journey
along the path of Torah and
mitzvos.

“Times were good for me as I
started on the road back to Torah.
I was lacking nothing, I enjoyed
my material life, and similar to

many young people after
completing their compulsory
military service, I traveled to India
and Thailand. My first insight
regarding the existence of the
Creator and my drive to explore
my roots arose while in the
southern Indian city of Poona,
where I would meditate three
times a day. Suddenly, like a bolt
out of the blue, I was struck by
the thought that Jews, too, pray
three times a day. I was overcome
with the feeling that if I want to
find the truth, I would have to go
back home.

“Then there were inner voices
calling me to suppress and reject
these feelings. But for days and
nights on end, I kept wondering
over the idea that although I had
been searching for the meaning in
the Far East – where will I find it?
In Torah and mitzvos! That’s how
I came to the realize that there
really is a G-d in Heaven, and this
spurred me onto the path of our
forefathers.”

Over a period of several years,
Sigal explored many paths within
the Torah world. She studied at
the Neve Yam Institute in
Yerushalayim, and then with
Breslov chassidism. After
marrying, she established her
home in Biriya. “My first serious
connection with Chabad chassidus
and the Rebbe was while I was
hospitalized in the Sieff Hospital
in Tzfas. One day, some Chabad
women came for a visit and I told
them of my health issues. Their
reply: ‘What’s the problem? Write
to the Rebbe!,’ and they
proceeded to explain how it is
possible to write to the Rebbe and
receive his bracha via ‘Igros
Kodesh.’ 

I followed their advice, and I
received an answer from the
Rebbe regarding the importance of
making ‘Mesibos Shabbos.’ The
problem was that I didn’t have the
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Rabbi Beshari putting on t’fillin with one of the local youths
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NO GAME
Mrs. Sigal Rosenthal relates, “On the Shabbos

before Pesach, I was privileged to stay with our
shlucha, Mrs. Devorah Beshari at the Nir Etzion
Hotel near Tirat HaCarmel, together with other
Chabad women, friends and supporters, who had
come there from all over the country. During this
kinus, it crossed my mind that I felt myself a full-
fledged ‘Chabadnikit.’ I observe nearly all the Chabad
customs, and I am totally connected to the Rebbe and
chassidus. 

Thinking this over, I realized how incongruous it
was that I wasn’t yet wearing a sheitel. Knowing how
important it is to the Rebbe, I started working myself
up to ‘go for it.’ After another few days of
internalizing the whole concept, I made the final
decision on that Erev Shabbos. I lit Shabbos candles,
and after making the bracha, I asked the Rebbe that
he should hear my request now as he had in the past,
and give me encouragement towards this in the
simplest possible words.

“However, I still had a big
problem. My husband had not
gone through the great kiruv
process towards chassidus and the
Rebbe that I had, and he was still
opposed to the idea of my wearing
a sheitel. The next day, after
davening Shacharis with a lot of
kavana, I went to the bookshelf
and asked the Rebbe that he
should give me a clear answer
regarding what I should do – whether I should yield
to the wishes of my husband, who doesn’t yet fully
understand about the obligation to wear a sheitel, or
should I start wearing the sheitel and afterwards refer
him to the halachic sources and the people who can
explain the matter to him.

“The Rebbe’s answer appears in a letter from the
7th of Elul, 5712 (Igros Kodesh, Vol. 6, pg. 327):

…I was sorry about what he writes in his letter
that the opportunity has not yet come to travel and
order a sheitel, and it’s a wonder that he would
delay in this matter, and particularly when it is
known to him what is explained in numerous places
in chassidus and also understood according to
human logic that at any moment, a person can
acquire a whole world or ch”v the opposite, and
thus with every moment that passes [and] he
doesn’t do anything on the aforementioned matter,
he could have built a world, i.e., to draw down

thereby additional holiness into all the worlds, as is
understood from the Alter Rebbe’s Igeres
HaT’shuva, Ch. 12, and because of negligence, this
was not done. But we don’t bemoan the past, and
he at least should hurry up in this matter as much
as possible, and this is also the reason that I am
sending my letter ‘special delivery.’ 

He certainly knows that Machne Israel has a
special loan fund for such matters, and the
payments are at reasonable terms, and if this is why
there has been a delay until now, it’s a pity that he
didn’t discover this, for the matter already would
have been arranged. At least now he will move
things along as is fitting, as in the saying of our
Rabbis, of blessed memory, ‘swiftness brings, etc.,’
and the order of things concludes (Avoda Zara 20b)
that eventually it leads to ruach ha’kodesh.

“As an Israeli who did not grow up in the religious
world, when I read the letter the first time, I didn’t
understand the meaning of the Yiddish word ‘sheitel.’

Mrs. Beshari explained to me that
this was the Yiddish translation of
‘wig’… 

“I was flabbergasted. The
Rebbe writes in the clearest
possible terms with a complaint
why I still haven’t bought a sheitel.
I immediately went out and
bought a sheitel, which I now
wear every day.

“My husband still wasn’t
completely reconciled to this, and things didn’t go so
easily. I wrote another letter to the Rebbe, and I read
his answer again and again in a state of utter disbelief
(ibid., p. 28): I was pleased to receive his letter (no
indication when it was written) that his wife has
agreed to wear a sheitel. May it be the will of G-d
Alm-ghty that she should do this with a joy   ous
heart, and she should see with her own eyes the
increased bracha and success in her endeavors,
both general and particular, in proper health and
parnasa for him and all the members of his
household.

“When I read the answer, I ran to my husband
and said to him, ‘Look at what the Rebbe writes about
how if I do this with a joyous heart, I will see with my
own eyes an increased bracha and success in all that
we require. This is for sure not just a game.’ Since
that moment, a day does not go by without my
wearing a sheitel.”

‘Look at what the
Rebbe writes! This
is for sure not just

a game.’ 
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slightest idea how to organize
such a thing. I tried to gather
children together and daven with
them, but the project didn’t last
very long and I stopped doing it.
Not long afterwards, I had
another opportunity to spend time
with some Chabadnikim, and I
asked them to help me to write a
letter to the Rebbe. When I
opened the volume of ‘Igros’, I
was amazed to see that the Rebbe
again writes about organizing
Shabbos groups. That same day, I
asked how to go about doing this
properly, and I have been involved
in this activity now for eight years.
Shortly after I began organizing
the ‘Mesibos Shabbos’, I wrote to
the Rebbe on a different matter,
and I received a reply in which the
Rebbe complained why I didn’t
mention in my letter about the
‘Mesibos Shabbos’ that I
organize… Until then, I was part
of the Breslov community in every
respect, but after the clear
guidance that I was privileged to
receive from the Rebbe, I
understood that there is only one
leader, and I began the process of
coming closer to Chabad.

“My greatest step along the
marvelous path of Chabad
chassidus was when I started
taking part in the Shabbos classes
organized by Mrs. Beshari at the
home of the Tritto family. At one
of these classes, I spoke to one of
my Chabad friends about a serious
personal dilemma. After seven
years of marriage we still had not
been blessed with children. We did
not know whether to try various
fertility methods or to leave things
as they were. My husband was in
favor of doing the treatments, and
since we were both longing to
become parents, I asked one of
my friends to buy me a volume of
‘Igros Kodesh.’ I knew that if
there was anyone in the world
who could help, it could only be

the Rebbe.
“One day, when I was

tormented by feelings of anguish,
distress, and sheer hopelessness, I
took a T’hillim and began to pour
out my soul to Hashem. I put a
few coins in a pushka and then
wrote a letter to the Rebbe about
the entire predicament, asking for
guidance on what I should do.
The answer I received appears in
Vol. 6, pg. 91:

In response to his letter in
which he asks my opinion
whether to continue turning to
doctors or to have trust in G-d:
It is quite clear that we must be
strong in our faith in G-d, who
heals all flesh and performs
wonders, while also making a
vessel in a natural way by
following the doctor’s
instructions, and G-d Alm-ghty
will fulfill their hearts’ wishes
for good to bless him and his
wife with zera chaya v’kayama.
I will read the PaN at the Tzion.

“There was no need for a
clearer answer than that. All the
fears and concerns disappeared as
if they never existed. I felt that the

Rebbe was accompanying me
throughout the series of
treatments, and this was a
tremendous relief. The treatment
proved successful from the very
outset. 

“Towards the end of pregnancy,
I decided that I would give the
baby an authentic Chabad name,
whether it was a boy or a girl.
Accordingly we named our
daughter Chana Dina. A few years
later, I wanted to have more
children and so I wrote to the
Rebbe again. The Rebbe replied
that I should give tz’daka before
lighting Shabbos candles, and my
husband should form a picture of
the Rebbe Rayatz in his mind. This
time as well, the first treatment
worked, and on the 24th of Teives,
the yahrtzait of the Alter Rebbe, I
gave birth to twins.”

ANSWERS ABOUND 
When I ask the Besharis

whether they find truth to the
claim that publicizing the
announcement of the Redemption
and the identity of the Redeemer

Biriya’s mitzva tank
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on their shlichus drives people
away, they raise their eyebrows in
surprise and reject the whole
argument. “Maybe this was so in
the past, when not everyone was a
proper vessel to accept such
concepts. Today, however,
according to what we see and feel
in our daily activities, people are
yearning and longing for it. Here
in Biriya, there isn’t a single
resident who hasn’t heard about
the possibility to write to the
Rebbe via ‘Igros Kodesh’ and
receive his advice and guidance.
There have been stories upon
stories of amazing answers, and
there are many people here who
simply don’t make a move without
asking the Rebbe for his blessing.

“Our local grocer, an
interesting woman who seems on
the surface to be quite far from
Chabad and from Rebbe, openly
publicizes the subject of ‘Igros
Kodesh’ to virtually every person
who walks into her store. Many of
them end up revealing to her their
deepest secrets and the difficult
problems they have encountered in
life, and she heartily suggests to
all of them that they should write
to the Rebbe.

“One local resident came into
her grocery one day looking very
gloomy, and when she asked her
customer what was troubling her,
the woman replied that she is in
the early stages of pregnancy, and
after undergoing an examination,
the doctors told her that she
would have to give birth via an
operation. ‘Nu, what’s the
problem?’ the grocer replied.
‘You’re neighbors of Beshari,
right? Haven’t you heard that you
can write to the Rebbe via Igros
Kodesh?’ The woman was most
receptive to the suggestion, and
that very day, she sat down and
wrote a letter to the Rebbe. 

The answer was amazing: The
Rebbe wrote to a Jew who was

about to have an operation, and
told him of his obligation to
believe that everything happens by
Divine Providence, and things will
work out in a manner beyond
logic and reason. She found the
answer difficult to believe, yet
when she went in for another
examination prior to giving birth,
the doctors decided that she could
give birth naturally. This woman
has since joined our growing
circle of close friends and
supporters who don’t make any

major decisions in life without
asking for the Rebbe’s bracha…

“Only recently there was
another yet another incredible
story here: One day, a Biriya
resident came to me and asked for
a bracha and advice from the
Rebbe regarding a certain problem
in connection with her children. It
was sad to see her in such a state.
This is a woman who is generally
very optimistic, filled with the joy
of life, yet on this particular day, I

noticed that the problem clouded
her mood and put her into a deep
state of dejection. Naturally, I
convinced her to compose a letter
to the Rebbe. She put all her
feelings of distress in writing and
she placed the letter in one of the
volumes of ‘Igros Kodesh.’ The
Rebbe replied with a letter stating
that he is upset that she is going
to a fortune teller, and spelling
out in detail how seriously he
views this from a halachic
standpoint. At first, I didn’t
understand the answer; after all,
this was a religious woman. What
did the Rebbe mean?

“After I finished reading the
letter, I asked her if someone in
her family was consulting a
fortune teller. It never dawned on
me that it was her. I suddenly saw
her blush and then turn pale, as
she initially couldn’t find the
words to express her reaction.
‘How does the Rebbe know?’ she
muttered excitedly, as she broke
down and admitted that she has
been seeing a fortune teller. She
promised that she would not go to
this person again, as in the merit
of the Rebbe’s answer, she
understood the seriousness of the
matter…”

During the day, Mrs. Beshari
works as the kitchen supervisor at
the Beis Chana high school in
Tzfas, and the staff includes
several employees who are also
residents of Biriya. A few years
ago, she decided to give each of
them a gift to show her
appreciation for their work and
dedication – a volume of “Igros
Kodesh”.

“One of these women recently
told me an amazing story that had
happened to her. Not long ago,
she had resolved to say T’hillim
every Shabbos morning, and on
one particular Shabbos, there was
something troubling her that she
didn’t want to discuss.

With a heart
engulfed by deep

anguish and
yearning for help,

she asked the
Rebbe for a

bracha that this
problem that was

disturbing her
peace of mind
should simply

disappear. 
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“She went over to the
bookshelf in her home, and with a
heart engulfed by deep anguish
and yearning for help, she asked
the Rebbe for a bracha that this
problem that was disturbing her
peace of mind should simply
disappear. When she randomly
opened a volume of ‘Igros
Kodesh,’ she was stunned to see
that the Rebbe had written how
happy he was to hear that she says
T’hillim on Shabbos, as he
mentioned in great detail about
the great value attributed to
saying T’hillim. She told me that
she was so overwhelmed by this
answer that it left her absolutely
speechless. She was even more
moved when she got to the part in
the letter where he offers
“condolences to her on the
passing of her mother-in-law.”
The fact was that her husband was
then sitting ‘Shiva’ after the
passing of his mother…

“There are dozens of such stories
all over Biriya. People see miracles in
their daily lives, and as a result, they
believe with simple truth.”

Mrs. Beshari, based on your
experience, what suggestions do
you have for new shluchim to
the moshavim?

“They must always remember
that our task is to utilize every
meeting and every conversation,
even by chance, to add some
content in spreading the
wellsprings of chassidus. A few
months ago, we were checking out
a house that we were thinking of
renting and met with the young

couple who owned it. The house
was neither suitable nor large
enough for our needs, but the
owners still wanted to sit down and
chat with us. We happily
consented, and naturally started
talking about chassidus. We
eventually learned that their
thoughts of t’shuva started as a
result of the strong Jewish feelings
that were aroused during the recent
IDF military operation ‘Cast Lead’
in the Gaza Strip. As we were
leaving, the woman told us, ‘You
came here not to see the house, but
in order to strengthen us.’

“Every meeting and every
conversation with another Jew is a
valuable opportunity, as
everything happens by Divine
Providence. It is impossible to
know the effect even one word
could have on someone’s soul.
One should never forget that it’s
Hashem who brought you
together, for a reason.

“Another tip is that if you want
to develop a close connection with
these people, show genuine
concern and care for them. We
make a point of visiting every
woman in our community after
birth, and we bring each of them a
gift. My husband makes certain to
visit all those who have taken ill,
and plays his accordion as part of
his bikkur cholim activities. People
always remember this and
appreciate it very much. The most
important thing on shlichus is to
be consistent and continue moving
forward.”

Chassidim always look ahead.

What are your future plans?
“As a general rule, we don’t

make grandiose projects. We work
in a small village, not in a large
city. I recall times when I felt a bit
depressed as I saw shluchim
building and developing where
they were, while due to the nature
of the Biriya village, we had to
settle for dealing with private
individuals and we don’t always
see the fruits of our labors. By
Divine Providence, I met Mrs.
Devora Vaknin, the shlucha in
Menachemia, near Teverya, and I
told what I was thinking. She told
me, ‘You should know that the
Rebbe isn’t looking for big
projects. He has enough of those.
The Rebbe is looking for the ‘little
jars,’ and they are what will bring
Moshiach.’

“Her words were very
encouraging. I understood that
the very fact that we were in
Biriya, even without the big
activities, has had an effect upon
the local residents. I hear from
many women how by simply
coming here, we have aroused
them to become much stronger in
a variety of aspects of Torah and
mitzvos.

“We plan to establish of a
chassidic library for children with
religious, educational, and of
course, chassidic literature. I have
seen an intense thirst for this
among children and youth, and we
must quench it through Jewish
ideas, something that will help
mold them in both the short and
the long term.”
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pivotal to the revelation of the Giving of the Torah. How could
this be?

So the correct [and deeper] reading of these words is that
the significance of the “uproar” at the Giving of the Torah (the
thunder and the tumult, etc.; “The entire nation that was in the
camp trembled”; the expression in the verse, “The earth
quaked”64) is not only insofar as the tumult was heard by the
physical ear – serving as an additional detail contributing to the
preparation for and as a preface to the Giving of the Torah – but
insofar as the uproar bears spiritual significance. The
overwhelming excitement at the Giving of the Torah was on
account of its profound innovation, recognizing in every detail
of the Creation and in the entirety of Creation as a whole that
the truth of the world’s existence is not what appears and is
revealed to the eyes of flesh – that it exists and is real unto itself
– rather, the truth is the Source which creates it, the Truth of the
Existence of the Creator.

6. The word “Torah” is etymologically linked to the word
“horaa,”65 meaning “instruction,” “teaching.” How much more
so is this the case when we reach the day of the year when the
Torah was given to the Jewish people, for “these days are
recalled and done”66 [i.e., when you mark a particular day, the
special qualities of that day are re-experienced]. Every single
Jew must derive a lesson from the Torah reading as well as the
Haftora of the day of the Festival of Shavuos. According to the
explanation above, we may assert that there is an instruction
with regard to the two areas – in one’s personal service of G-d
and in the service of influencing others.

Although with regard to the Account of the Chariot it is said,
“We don’t expound…about the Chariot…unless he is a wise
person with an understanding mind,”28 this is so with regard to
the Account of the Chariot, as it is discussed in the Written and
Oral Torah, only insofar as it is written in the Torah’s mystical
lexicon67 (the details about Yechezkel’s Chariot, books that
were deliberately concealed from the public, and etc.). However,
regarding the study of the inner dimension of the Torah as has
been revealed and explained by the Arizal, who said that the
time has come whereby “it is a mitzva to reveal this wisdom”68

– this study is incumbent upon every single person.69 In
particular, after more time has passed since then, wherein we
have had the advent of the explanation of the teachings of
Chassidus, and especially after it has been explained in the
wording of the Sages of the Torah in terms of understanding
and comprehension, in a manner of “yisparnasun”70 [literally,
“providing a livelihood”; meaning internalized and relevant to
the person, as one’s livelihood is something tangible and real].
Indeed, this is “a lofty and exalted mitzva … ‘Know the L-rd of
your fathers, etc.,’71 and it brings a person to have a ‘whole
heart.’”72

In this manner we come to see and recognize in every single
thing the truth of its existence – that it is created from the True
Existence.

In a similar sense it is understood also regarding service with
others – that the dissemination of Torah and Judaism among the

Jewish people at large must be done with “the sound of a great
uproar.”73

When the service of the person is still within, inside the four
cubits of Torah and holiness, it is enough for the manner of
service to sometimes be as it is, in “a still and soft voice.”74

However, when we go out of these four cubits, amidst “the
multitudinous voice of Rome,”75 the nullification of this voice is
accomplished by “the sound of a great uproar” of holiness. And
by doing so, we merit the imminent fulfillment of, “He will
sound the great shofar”76 – specifically “the great shofar,” a
reference to the Future [Redemption], together with, “A voice
proclaims, proclaims and says”77 – proclaiming the
Redemption, which will take place in the very near future. 

(From the talks delivered on Shabbos Parshas Naso 5745
and Shabbos Parshas Yisro 5740)

NOTES:

1 Laws of Prayer 13:9

2 Yisro 19:1 ff

3 Yechezkel Ch. 1

4 31a

5 Orach Chaim Ch. 494

6 Megilla 31a, entry beginning with the word, “BaMerkava”

7 Orach Chaim 494:4

8 The Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch adds, “The Holy One Blessed Be
He (was revealed).” And in a handwritten manuscript of Rashi’s
commentary…“on Atzeres upon Mount Sinai.”

9 Ran on Megilla 31a: “for the Holy One Blessed Be He descended
upon Mount Sinai with the glory of His Chariot.”

10 Orach Chaim 494:1

11 Yisro 20:2-3; Makos 24a, beg.; Hurios 8a, end

12 Yisro 20:15

13 1:28

14 See Tanchuma Tzav 12, etc. (See Footnote 15 in the original.)

15 To note from what is written in Zohar Chadash on Yisro (37d, end
ff) – that the vision of Yechezkel was on the holiday of Shavuos, on the
day of the Giving of the Torah, etc. (See Footnote 17 in the original.)

16 Rashi’s expression on Megilla 30b, commentary beginning with the
words, “Ha k’d’isa.”

17 In the Diaspora, where two days of Yom Tov are observed.

18 Quote from the Alter Rebbe in Shulchan Aruch ibid 4.

19 2:20 ff. See the opinion of the first Tanna, from Megilla 31a, “On
Atzeres, ‘Shiva Shavuos’ [is read] and they conclude with Chabakuk.”
But nowadays, this is the Torah portion and Haftora read on the
second day, as the Gemara concludes. 

20 And the L’vush ibid 2 writes, “which is also about the account of
the Chariot.”

21 Chabakuk 3:3, etc. See Footnote 23 in the original.

22 Notes of HaBach ibid.

[Continued from pg. 7]
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23 Rashi on Megilla ibid.

24 Tanchuma (Tisa 21) and Shmos Rabba (42:5), cited in Radak on
Yechezkel ibid.

25 Ch. 6

26 See also Zohar II 82a.

27 That is the opinion from Ramban’s commentary on the Torah
(Yisro 20:7) – that these two Divine Statements [of the ten], “they
heard the speech and understood it as Moshe understood them.”
However, according to the opinion of Rambam (A Guide to the
Perplexed 2:33), among others, they did not attain the level of Moshe
even in these two Divine Statements, etc. See Footnote 29 in the
original.  

28 Mishna Chagiga 11b; Rambam’s Laws of the Foundations of the
Torah Ch. 2, end.

29 Chak Yaakov ibid, siman katan 3.

30 The Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 494:5

31 Mishna Megilla 25a, end (and in Mishnayos, Ch. 4, end).

32 Rabbeinu Akiva Bartenura on this Mishna, ibid. See also Rambam
in his Commentary on the Mishnayos, ibid.

33 On Mishna Megilla ibid.

34 Mishlei 17:28

35 See the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 284:11: The
one reading the Haftora should not begin until the person rolling the
Torah scroll has completed his task in order that also that person will
be able to understand and listen to it [i.e., so his attention will not be
diverted from the Haftora while being preoccupied with the Torah
scroll], for it is incumbent upon everyone to listed to the Haftora just
as one listens to the reading of the Torah portion … In fact, there are
those who have the custom … not to rely on hearing [the Haftora]
alone, rather, they read the Haftora themselves [concurrently in a low
voice], etc.

36 Wording of Rambam in the introduction to Moreh Nevuchim Part
3.

37 Chagiga 13b.

38 Commentary of Rashi on Chagiga ibid.

39 To note what is mentioned in the commentary of Tosafos on the
words, “Village Person,” Chagiga ibid.

40 See Moreh Nevuchim Part 3, Ch. 6, end, and the commentaries
there.

41 That is, in comparison to the other prophets, excluding Moshe. See
Likkutei Sichos Vol. 9, pg. 204, Footnote 7. 

42 Along the lines of what it says in Tanya Ch. 42 (61a) in the note.

43 Part 4 Ch. 18, end.

44 Ibid Ch. 19

45 Wording of Avodas HaKodesh ibid in explaining the verse, “From
its midst was the likeness of four Chayos.”

46 1:5-13

47 See Footnote 50 in the original.

48 To note from Seifer HaSichos 5705 (pg. 102) that three things were
given at the time of the Giving of the Torah: 1) the revealed dimension
of the Torah, 2) the esoteric dimension of the Torah, 3) the power to
serve G-d. See there.

49 See Rambam Laws of the Foundations of the Torah Ch. 8;
Ramban’s commentary on the Torah, Parshas Yisro 20:7, among
others.

50 Tanchuma VaEira 15; Shmos Rabba 12:3.

51 See Tanya – Shaar HaYichud V’HaEmuna Ch. 1 and Ch. 3.

52 B’Reishis Rabba 10:6; Zohar II 171b, etc. See Footnote 55 in the
original.

53 See the words of the Rebbe Maharash (HaTamim Issue #3, pg. 27
(130a)) – that the fact that the Alter Rebbe writes in Shaar HaYiichud
V’HaEmuna (Ch. 3, beg.), “were the eye given permission to behold,
etc., the physicality of the creation, its materialism and its tangibility,
would not be seen at all to our eyes” – the intent with the reference to
the vision of the eyes is only without Divine service, but through the
service of G-d it is within the capacity of everyone to see, etc. Look it
up there.

54 Rambam’s Laws of the Foundations of the Torah, beg.

55 See Mechilta and the commentary of Rashi on Parshas Yisro 19:5.

56 Zohar II (93b, end ff.). See also Zohar II 82a.

57 Yechezkel 3:12.

58 Wording of the Alter Rebbe in his Shulchan Aruch 494:4.

59 See commentaries there.

60 See Likkutei Torah Bracha 97b, etc. – see Footnote 63 in the
original.

61 Seifer HaMaamarim 5661, pg. 198.

62 Yisro 19:16.

63 Ibid 20:19.

64 T’hillim 68:9.

65 Zohar III 53b; Gur Aryeh B’Reishis, beg., in the name of the
Radak.

66 Megillas Ester 9:28, etc. – see Footnote 69 in the original.

67 Whereas the majority of the Torah – even though the Torah (as the
Sh’la puts it (13b; 161a ff; see Asara Maamaros, maamer Chikur Din
3:23)) “speaks about the Supernal Realms and only alludes to the
Lower Realms” – is written and stated specifically in the lexicon of
human beings.

68 Tanya Igeres HaKodesh Ch. 26 (142b)

69 See Laws of Torah Study of the Alter Rebbe 1:4, end. See also the
preface of Rabbi Chaim Vital to Shaar HaHakdamos.

70 Expression of the Tikkunei Zohar (Tikkun 6, end), etc. – see
Footnote 73 in the original.

71 Divrei HaYamim I 28:9

72 Wording of the Alter Rebbe in Tanya Kuntres Acharon, section
beginning with the words, “To understand what is written in Pri Eitz
Chayim (156b; see Chart of Corrections there)

73 See at length on this subject in Likkutei Sichos Vol. 16, pg. 340 ff.

74 Melachim I 19:12.

75 Wording of the Gemara, Makos 24a, end.

76 Yeshayahu 27:13. See Likkutei Torah Rosh HaShana, words
beginning with, “It will be on that day” (58a ff). 

77 Liturgy for Hoshanos on Hoshana Rabba.

696:Beis Moshiach  24/05/2009  10:43 AM  Page 42




