











shrugged and replied he honestly  his lesson. He won’t do it again.”  And that saved my life. I resolved

didn’t know. ‘How is that boy That night,” concluded the man, right then to change, and I grew
going to learn a lesson if you “I went home and lay in my bed up to be a mentch.”

don’t know who did it?’ and cried. Not because | had been Rabbi Sputz finished by
demanded the principal, but your  caught, but because, for the first wishing everyone success in
father said, ‘Don’t worry. | assure time, there was one Jew, at least, raising children who will give us
you the boy has already learned in this world who believed in me.  all nachas throughout our lives.
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SENSELESS
MURDER OF
A DEVOUT
CHASSID

Thirty years have passed since the

shocking murder

of Rabbi Dovid

Okunov on his way to shul in Crown
Heights, on 4 Cheshvan/October 25,
1979. * The biography of this special
Chassid from a t’shura from the
Okunov-Scheinberger wedding.

Rabbi Dovid Okunov, known as
Dovid Ramener, was born in the
Ukrainian town of Mirgorod in
Tamuz 5672/1911, the fourth child
of R* Efraim and Mrs. Esther
Okunov.

The family moved to Ramen,
near Haditch. In Ramen there lived
a Chassid named R’ Yechezkel
(Chatzkel) Greenpress. He was a big
mekurav of the Rebbe Rashab and
was known as a talmid Chacham
who learned seven daf Gemara a day
and reviewed 18 chapters of
Mishnayos at night after all his
shiurim. R* Chatzkel would speak a
lot with the young bachurim about
the advantage of “be exiled to a

place of Torah.”

Although Ramen had a yeshiva,
he would say that when you learn far
from home the learning is altogether
different. Over the years he managed
to convince a number of talmidim to
learn in yeshivos Tomchei T’mimim
throughout the Soviet Union.

Although Dovid was just a child
before bar mitzva, he was inspired
by the heartfelt words of R* Chatzkel
and wanted to leave home to learn in
yeshivas Tomchei T’'mimim. When
he broached the subject with his
parents, they adamantly refused.
They were afraid that at his young
age he would not be able to manage
in a yeshiva far from home.
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His maternal grandfather, R’
Hershel, was a Chassidishe man who
had seen the Rebbe Maharash. He
thought they should allow Dovid to
go away to yeshiva. He would say,
“Dovid won’t get lost there.” But
despite his grandfather’s opinion
and Dovid’s strong desire to go, his
parents did not give him permission.

With R’ Chatzkel’s
encouragement, Dovid decided to
stop eating at home until his parents
would agree to send him. R’
Chatzkel would bring him food in
shul so he wouldn’t starve. After a
few days of this hunger strike his
mother couldn’t take it anymore.
She tearfully declared that she let
him go where he wanted, the
important thing was that he should
eat.

His father also grudgingly
agreed, still wary of the danger of
persecution by the communists and
the difficult conditions in yeshiva.
Little did they know that he would
celebrate his bar mitzva in an
underground yeshiva, surrounded by
his friends but with his parents far
away.

Dovid left Ramen for Tomchei
T’mimim in Kremenchug which was



run by the mashpia, R’ Yisroel
Noach Blinitzky. For a while, Dovid
learned with Nachum Labkowski.
One day in 1926, as he was learning
with Nachum, the oldest son of
Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Schneersohn,
the rav of Dnepropetrovsk (later to
become the Rebbe MH”M), came
in. Knowing him to be a big scholar,
the bachurim asked the future Rebbe
about a certain Rashi they were
learning on the tractate Bava Metzia,
daf 30b. The Rebbe prefaced his
explanation with, “At first glance it
seems to me ...” and then he went
on to explain p’shat in a way that left
no room for questions.

POLICEMEN WITH
REVOLVERS

After Pesach 1928, Dovid went
to Nevel to continue his studies.
There he learned by R’ Yehuda Eber
Hy”d. “One time,” said R” Dovid,
“in the middle of a shiur, while
everyone was concentrating on what
R’ Eber was saying, two policemen
entered with revolvers in their hands.
When R’ Eber noticed he
immediately stopped the lesson.

“The policemen expressed their
surprise over the talmidim who were
learning so diligently that they didn’t
notice that the police had entered.
They ordered R’ Eber to continue
lecturing to the talmidim, but he said
he wasn’t teaching. They had
approached him with a question and
he was merely answering them. The
policemen didn’t buy this
explanation and arrested them all.”

The bachurim were quickly
released but R’ Eber was sentenced
to clean the streets. He would wear
his Shabbos clothing while he
cleaned the streets in order to show
that when you’re penalized for Torah
study you should wear bigdei
Shabbos. Despite his exhausting
work by day, he would give a shiur
to the bachurim at night.

One day, a gentile woman was
passing by and she was appalled by

One day, a gentile woman was passing
by and she was appalled by the
degrading scene. She took the broom
away from him, stating that a rabbi
should not sweep the streets. This
happened a few times until finally the
supervising policeman conceded that he
did not have to show up anymore.

the degrading scene. She took the
broom away from him, stating that a
rabbi should not sweep the streets.
This happened a few times until
finally the supervising policeman
conceded that he did not have to
show up anymore.

Dovid continued to wander from
place to place. At the beginning of
5789 he arrived in Charkov. The
T’mimim learned in the Matchnaski
shul where there were also Chabad
minyanim. The mashgiach, Rabbi
Yehoshua Korf, would test the
talmidim.

In Charkov, Dovid learned with
other bachurim in the shul and he
lived with R* Mendel Deitsch. He
shared a room with R’ Itche Masmid
Hy”d (Rabbi Yitzchok Horowitz)
who was known not to lie down to
sleep. He would say: “Sleep is one
sixtieth of death. It’s one thing if you
fell asleep against your will; nu, then
it’s in Hashem’s hands that you got
a taste of death, but to stretch out in
bed to sleep, feh!”

One night, Dovid raised his head
momentarily, then immediately
began to doze off again.
Immediately, R’ Itche was at his side
with negel vasser (although Dovid
had prepared his own), saying:
“Since your neshama returned to the
world, there is no need to turn over.
Get up and learn!”

When Dovid told this story years
later he said: “Nu, if R’ Itche brings

negel vasser, would you dare tell him
anything ...”

R’ Itche’s vision was poor and he
needed someone to accompany him
whenever he went out. Dovid would
go with him early in the morning
when he went to shul to daven.
Dovid was particular about reading
Shma on time while wearing t’fillin.
One time, R’ Itche tarried in their
lodgings and Dovid, not wanting to
miss the z’'man, asked R’ Itche to
lend him his t’fillin. R Itche
reluctantly agreed, though not before
he explained to Dovid the proper
kavana to have while wearing t'fillin.

While Dovid wore the t'fillin R°
Itche stood next to him and when he
finished reciting Shma, R’ Itche
immediately removed the t'fillin shel
rosh.

SUMMONED TO
AN INTERROGATION

The difficult conditions in
yeshiva prompted R* Dovid to move
on. He arrived in Moscow where he
tried to find work. However, when
R’ Shneur Zalman Schneersohn, a
distinguished Chabad Chassid, was
preparing to leave the Soviet Union,
he called together a group of
bachurim, including Dovid, and
asked them, “At a time like this, is it
fitting that you should work?”

He asked them to make a list of
how much each bachur needed and
pledged to send them that amount
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The more a bachur learns, the more

Chassidish he becomes;
Chassidish a bachur is,

the more
the more

Chassidish a married man he will
become; the more Chassidish a married
man he is, the more Chassidish his
children will be. This learning affects
generations to come - how can we take
responsibility to tell the bachurim to
stop learning and go to work?

through either his brother-in-law, R’
Zalman Butman, or R’ Bentzion
Shemtov. Due to practical
considerations, it was decided that
Dovid would collect the money for
all of them, and the bachurim went
back to learn.

After a month, Dovid went to R’
Zalman Butman to ask for the
money but he said that the money
hadn’t come yet. R* Shemtov said
the same thing. “What should the
bachurim do?” worried Dovid. “Tell
the bachurim to borrow money,” R’
Bentzion advised.

One month went by and another
month and there was still no sign of
the money. Dovid told R’ Bentzion
that in order to borrow there had to
be funds with which to repay the
loans. R* Bentzion responded: “The
more a bachur learns, the more
Chassidish he becomes; the more
Chassidish a bachur is, the more
Chassidish a married man he will
become; the more Chassidish a
married man he is, the more
Chassidish his children will be. This
learning affects generations to come
- how can we take responsibility to
tell the bachurim to stop learning
and go to work?”

The bachurim continued learning
despite the difficulties.

R’ Dovid’s ability to sing
Chassidishe niggunim amazed many
Chassidim, even the older ones
among them. R* Dovid Chein of
Kfar Chabad said, “When he lived in
Moscow, he would sing niggunim
from time to time and my father, R’
Yehuda Chein a”h, would be very
impressed by his singing. He said
that R Dovid’s coming to Moscow
gave him much nachas because of
his knowledge of Chassidishe
niggunim.”

R’ Dovid rented a room from R’
Shmuel Lubashitzky (Schneider).
One day the NKVD came to the
house to arrest R Shmuel. At this
terrible time many Chassidim,
fearing arrest, would leave their
homes during the day. R® Shmuel
wasn’t home when they came to
arrest him, so the NKVD came back
that night. Dovid heard one of the
policemen saying to the other, “He’s
probably okay since he didn’t run
away.”

He was relieved that they didn’t
seem to be after him, but his positive
conclusion was soon proven
premature when he received a
summons to the police station.
Frightened, he went to the police
station and was taken to the
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interrogation room.

The interrogator asked Dovid
whether he was religious and he
confirmed he was. When he was
asked whether he went to shul, he
admitted he did. Then he was asked
how many other people were in shul
and he replied, “I go there to pray to
G-d and not to meet with people, so
I don’t know the other people.”

When he received a second
summons, he asked his friends what
to anticipate. They advised him that
the second interrogation was
completely different and much more
difficult — the NKVD questioned one
person in one room and another
person in another room and then
they had them confront one other.
Dovid decided he would avoid this
at all costs.

He went to the government office
and announced that he was leaving
Moscow and his residency permit
was taken from him. From there he
traveled to Liegorovsk, a town 100
kilometers away from Moscow
where there were a few Chassidim.
He lived in the home of Rabbi Uziel
Chazanov. Every morning he took
the train to Moscow and at night he
returned to his lodgings in
Liegorovsk. No longer officially
present in Moscow, Dovid avoided
any further interrogations.

“CERTAINLY YOU WILL
TELL ME GOOD NEWS”

When he came of draft age he
sent a request for a bracha to the
Rebbe Rayatz and asked whether to
complain about vision problems or
to tell them he was generally weak.
The Rebbe replied in a letter that he
should only complain about his eyes
“and surely you will tell me good
news.”

He was left with another
dilemma. All recruits were expected
to present themselves to the draft
shaven and with a crew cut. If he
showed up with a beard, they might
shave him with a razor, so perhaps it



was better to take his beard off
beforehand. In the end he decided
not to shave and he arrived at the
draft board with a full beard.

He complained about vision
problems as the Rebbe had advised.
At the conclusion of the medical
exams he was asked why he did not
shave. He remembered the story
about the Alter Rebbe in jail who
answered all questions except for
one about the second soul that Jews
have, to which he merely smiled in
response and they did not ask him
anything further. Dovid followed his
example.

He smiled but did not reply and
they did not ask him anything
further. After the exams they
decided to give him an intermediate
status, i.e. in peacetime he would be
exempt from the army and in
wartime he could not be sent to the
front; he could only help in the
kitchen and the like.

In 1941, when the Nazis invaded
the Soviet Union, Dovid was called
to the draft office in distant
Stalinabad. When he showed his
medical forms they laughed and
said, “When they shoot at you, then
you will be able to see just fine.”
They sent him to Stalingrad (today,
Volgograd) where the fighting was
fierce and many soldiers fell.

On Rosh HaShana 5703/1942,
the fighting was at its peak.
Unwilling to desecrate the holiday,
Dovid complained he did not feel
well and was given permission to go
to the military hospital to see the
doctor.

On his way there he detoured to
the Volga River in order to immerse
before Yom Tov. His weakness and
hunger made it very hard for him to
immerse. He entered and left the
river several times and it took him a
long time to enter the water
completely since it was very cold.

“I felt as though sharp knives
were piercing my flesh, but not to
immerse before Rosh HaShana was
out of the question. I stopped

R’ Dovid Okunov in his youth

breathing and nearly fainted, but |
immersed.”

After immersing he continued on
to the doctor. He arrived dizzy and
with a high fever. The doctor just
glanced at him and decided to
hospitalize him. Due to the poor
conditions at the hospital he caught
typhus, a dangerous disease, which
actually saved his life because from
his entire unit, nobody returned
alive.

The Germans deliberately
bombed the hospital until the
building went up in flames. Dovid
fled and wandered in empty fields
around the city for a week. He
survived by eating raw unripe beans,
although he suffered from an illness
that affected his intestines. He finally
arrived at an army camp where he
was apprehended and sent to a
different area, but he was released
because of his eye problems.

On his way back to his parents
he traveled through Tashkent in
Uzbekistan. The Chassidim in
Tashkent looked at him as though he
had risen from the dead since they
knew that whoever was sent to the
front in Stalingrad did not return
alive. Rabbi Shlomo Chaim
Kesselman, who taught him
previously, trembled when he saw
him and exclaimed, “Boruch

Hashem, boruch Hashem!”

The bracha of the Rebbe Rayatz
was fulfilled; “and surely you will tell
me good news.”

THE KGB ON HIS TAIL

After the war, R Dovid married
and then attempted to leave the
Soviet Union with a falsified Polish
passport, but when he heard that the
Chassidim who had organized the
smuggling operation had been
arrested and the situation had
become dangerous, he returned to
Tashkent where his son Meir was
born.

He decided to open his own
business so could avoid working on
Shabbos, and made arrangements
with R’ Zev Sirota. Dovid would buy
the merchandise and R* Zev would
sell it in a store in one of the
markets of Tashkent.

One Erev Shabbos in 1947, they
went to arrange the purchase of a
store. On the way back R’ Zev said
that his father, R” Mordechai, had
been called in by the KGB. R’
Mordechai hosted many refugees
during the war and arranged papers
for them to remain in the relative
safety of Tashkent, and they
conjectured that this was the reason
for the summons.

As the pair passed Karl Marx
Street, where the KGB station was,
they noticed R Mordechai standing
opposite the building. R Zev went
over to his father and asked him
what happened in the interrogation
and why he was waiting there. R’
Mordechai said they had asked him
questions for two hours and now he
was being given a recess of a few
minutes. They had asked him what
he knew of the Rebbe Rayatz, and
about Dovid Ramener and R’ Dovid
Labkowski.

R’ Dovid was unnerved. He was
very fearful of arrest and he did not
want to return home lest the KGB
was waiting for him there. He told
R’ Zev to inform his wife that on
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“I felt as though sharp knives were
piercing my flesh, but not to immerse
before Rosh HaShana was out of the
question. I stopped breathing and
nearly fainted, but I immersed.”

Motzaei Shabbos they would all
travel to his brother Avrohom in
Krasnalutch.

Despite the danger, R Dovid
went to R Dovid Labkowski to warn
him of the impending peril. R’
Labkowski, however, failed to
recognize the seriousness of the
situation. Though R’ Dovid insisted
that he had solid information that
they were looking for him and even
suggested that R* Labkowski join
him in his flight, the latter elected to
remain at home. The KGB did
indeed look for R* Labkowski and
later arrested him. He died of an
illness in the cellar of the KGB.

R’ Dovid spent Shabbos in
hiding. On Motzaei Shabbos he and
his family boarded the train and at
the end of a long journey they
arrived in Krasnalutch. At first he
stayed with his brother Avrohom,
and afterwards, he was able to
arrange a place for his family to live
and eventually his parents joined
them there.

Parnasa was still a problem. He
began working as a bookbinder,
which his son R’ Meir describes as
hard work for little pay:

“The law required the banks and
big companies to bind all their
important documents once a month
and to place them in archives. Since
these documents could not be
removed from the banks or offices,
the bookbinder had to visit those
places and remain there for a day or
more to do the work. In every city
there were a few of these
bookbinders and they had plenty of
work to do.

“Shabbos was always a challenge,

but when my father was called to
come on Shabbos he would say that
he was working elsewhere that day.
He usually managed to avoid
working on Shabbos without
difficulty, but one time it happened
that he was called on a Wednesday
and there was a lot of work to do.
He knew that it would take at least
three days to get the job done so he
worked late into the night on
Wednesday and Thursday. He
finished on Friday morning. Of
course it was always with the excuse
that he had another job to do
elsewhere.”

R’ Dovid raised his children
devotedly and taught them to go in
the ways of the Torah and Chassidus
without compromises. All his
children followed in his ways despite
the heretical atmosphere in the
schools they attended.

One of the happiest events in
their life was the bar mitzva of their
youngest son Menachem Mendel.
His two older brothers had become
bar mitzva while they were in galus
within a galus in Krasnalutch. Not
only was it impossible to celebrate
with many people, it was too
dangerous to tell even their closest
friends that they were teaching their
young child to put on tfillin.

“I remember it well,” said R’
Mendel, “how my father farbrenged
for hours with individual people in
our house at my brother’s bar
mitzva. But when we moved to
Samarkand we entered a new world.
Although we learned secretly in an
underground yeshiva, it was
Tomchei T’'mimim! There was a
place for davening, there were
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Chassidishe farbrengens, and we
were able to learn together and have
shiurim. My bar mitzva was
celebrated at the home of our
relatives, R* Eliezer and Basya
Mishulovin, who lived at the end of
a cul-de-sac, far from neighbors
with prying eyes.

“Throughout the week the
Lubavitcher women prepared a
festive meal. That is how all the
simchos of Anash were celebrated,
for it wasn’t every day or even every
month that there was a bar mitzva.
“The bar mitzvah was attended by
quite a large crowd, even by
Samarkand standards. The cold
wintry night did not deter even the
elder Chassidim, most of whom I
was seeing for the first time.

“I reviewed a maamer Chassidus
and an extraordinary farbrengen
developed. There was much to see
and hear. The Chassidishe
farbrengen with song and dance
lasted until dawn. My bar mitzva
celebration gave us all, especially my
mother, much pleasure.”

“ZEIDE” GAVE A BRACHA
AND THE FAMILY LEFT
RUSSIA

R’ Dovid was highly motivated to
leave the country, but it was no
simple matter for him to procure the
necessary visa.

In 1932, when he was only
twenty years old, the Rebbe Rayatz
instructed him to get the papers he
needed to leave, but it did not work
out at the time. He tried again a few
years later, when his children were
young

In order to leave the Soviet
Union the first thing you needed
was an invitation from a relative who
lived in Eretz Yisroel. R Dovid’s
wife, Bassia Rivkah Zubarovsky, had
a sister in Eretz Yisroel who gladly
sent the requisite invitation.
Tragically, before the documents
could be given to the emigration
authorities, his wife passed away



from a heart condition. That
canceled the invitation..

Nevertheless, R Dovid did
not give up. He knew he must :
follow the Rebbe’s horaa from
so many years before. Although
communication with the US
was difficult, he managed to
contact the Rebbe and ask for a
bracha. He received a response
in Russian, in 1964, a letter in
which the Rebbe blessed him
that all his requests be fulfilled
without difficulty “and in full
measure.” The letter was
written in code and was signed,
as was customary for letters to
Chassidim in Russia, “M.

Zeide.” The “M” was for the
Rebbe’s name.

The letter said:

To my dear Dovid, hello!

I was happy to receive regards
from you. I was also happy to be
informed that you received an
invitation to live with your
relatives. I wish you much
happiness. May G-d grant that all
your requests be fulfilled without
difficulty and in full measure,
especially as we are now before the
holidays.

With best wishes for a new year
for all of you,

M. Zeide

This response boosted his morale
and he immediately asked his sister-
in-law to send new invitations.
Within a short time he received
permission to leave for Israel, just as
the Rebbe had written, “without
difficulty.”

After receiving permission to
leave they had to get visas for Eretz
Yisroel. When R’ Dovid was at the
Israeli embassy in Moscow he asked
for s’farim of the Rebbe since he had
heard that it was possible to obtain
them there. In response, they wrote
him a note, “the walls have ears,”
and motioned to him to be quiet.
They gave him four volumes of the
Rebbe’s Likkutei Sichos, which he
hid in his clothing and brought to
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The Rebbe’s response, signed “M. Zeide”

Samarkand.

They made copies of the s’farim,
and it was from these that the
Chassidim learned. So that nobody
should know that these copies came
from new s’farim, they dated them a
hundred years earlier - instead of
writing 5712 they wrote 5612.

LEAVING RUSSIA

One fine day, when all the
documents were finally ready, two
KGB agents showed up and said
that the two sons, Meir and Hershel
(who now head the organization
FREE in New York), had to appear
at the draft office. The KGB did this
deliberately in order to delay their
departure. R Dovid told the officer
that they had already left for
Moscow. The officer instructed him
to sign that he had received the
order telling them to appear at the
draft office.

R’ Dovid said he had no way of
contacting them and couldn’t convey
the order and therefore he would not
sign. The truth was that Hershel was
in the bedroom and had heard his
father’s discussion with the KGB
men.
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When the agents left the
house, R Dovid went to the
bedroom and told Hershel,
“Until we leave the Soviet
Union, don’t leave this room so
they won’t know you are here.”
He issued a similar warning to
Meir, who did not leave the
yeshiva where he was at the
time.

At the first possible
opportunity, the family left
Samarkand by train for
Tashkent and from there went
to Rostov by plane and from
there by bus to Krasnalutch
where they waited with his
parents and brothers until after
Pesach.

A short while after they
arrived in Eretz Yisroel, R’
Dovid bought a home in Shikun
Chabad in Lud. In Elul, 1967, R’
Dovid and his two older sons went
to the Rebbe for Tishrei. The Rebbe
asked the gabbaim to put the guests
who came from Russia next to him.

After Yom Kippur, R* Dovid had
yechidus and the Rebbe asked him
to tell about Jewish and Chassidic
life in the Soviet Union. R Dovid
described how he had procured the
first four volumes of Likkutei Sichos
and how the Chassidim had eagerly
learned and copied it.

The Rebbe said they probably cut
out the title page but R’ Dovid
replied that they hadn’t since it
“revived their souls.” The Rebbe
smiled broadly and this gave him
much nachas.

The Rebbe instructed him to stay
in the US in order to raise money
for Ezras Achim, which worked on
behalf of those still remaining in the
Soviet Union. R* Dovid traveled to
cities throughout the USA and
enthusiastically told about Jewish life
in the Soviet Union under
communist oppression. His manner
of speech brought in sizable
donations. R Moshe Levertov, the
director of Ezras Achim, said that
when he had to follow up with
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When R’ Dovid was

at the Israeli

embassy in Moscow he asked for s’farim
of the Rebbe since he had heard that it
was possible to obtain them there. In
response, they wrote him a note, “the
walls have ears,” and motioned to him
to be quiet. They gave him four volumes
of the Rebbe’s Likkutei Sichos, which he

hid in his clothing and brought to

Samarkand.

another emissary after R* Dovid in
order to collect more money, he
knew that it would be very
successful since R* Dovid had made
such a good impression.

R’ Yisroel Gordon related that R’
Dovid came to his city in
Massachusetts and they went to
some wealthy people together.
Thanks to R* Dovid’s sincerity they
raised a lot of money, far more than
the donations that usually came in to
the local mosdos.

After Pesach 1968, he returned
to Eretz Yisroel with the Rebbe’s
blessing. In Eretz Yisroel he had
several job offers but each time he
wrote to the Rebbe he did not
receive a reply, until he was offered
the job of Mashgiach of Kashrus in
the army. Then he received an
immediate positive response. In the
army, R Dovid put t'fillin on with
hundreds of people, enabled
hundreds of soldiers to do the
mitzva of lulav on Sukkos, and
learned Torah with numerous
individuals.

In 1977, he traveled to the US
for the wedding of his son Hershel.
After the wedding he had yechidus
and the Rebbe told him to stay in the
US until he found a chassan for his
daughter, Itta (Ida).

In the meantime, he taught in

yeshivas Achei T’mimim on Ocean
Parkway. His job was to teach the
pupils who lacked drive to learn or
those who had been left back. He
had a knack of reaching these
children and as a result, over the
years, some of them became
rabbanim and shluchim.

THE REBBE CRIED DURING
THE FARBRENGEN

R’ Dovid found a chassan for his
daughter, R’ Yosef Yitzchok Altein,
but tragically, R Dovid was
murdered before he merited to bring
her to the chuppa. Ironically, a man
who had faced off against the KGB
and had fought the Nazis was
gunned down in Crown Heights in a
senseless murder at the age of 68.
On the morning of Thursday,
October 25, 1979 — 4 Cheshvan,
5739 - he was on his way to
Shacharis when a local black man,
Caroll Miller, shot him once in the
head. The motive for the murder
remained unclear. Police classified
the murder motive as a robbery —
Miller was caught with Reb Dovid’s
tallis — and not as a racist incident.
He was tried and sentenced to 22
years on charges of pre-meditated
murder.

It was hard to believe that this
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man of mesirus nefesh had been
killed on his way to shul in
Brooklyn. People of all backgrounds
came to console the bereaved and
letters of consolation were sent by
the President of the United States,
the governor of New York, rabbanim
and public figures. The newspapers
reported extensively about the
murder. Governor Hugh Carey said,
“It is particularly tragic that a man
who came here [from the Soviet
Union] to practice his religion
should be so wantonly and
senselessly cut down. We can only
hope,” said Carey, “that the memory
of his life, of his struggle for
freedom, justice and mercy, will be
cherished by every New Yorker.”
Over 3,000 Lubavitcher chassidim
attended his funeral later that day,
and R’ Dovid was buried in Old
Montefiore Cemetery in Queens not
far from the Ohel of the Rebbe
Rayatz.

That Motzaei Shabbos there was
a farbrengen which the Rebbe began
with a maamer on the verse, “And
Hashem smelled the fragrant smell.”
The Rebbe referred to the shocking
murder and cried. He spoke about
the mesirus nefesh and tests of galus
and how despite it all there were still
additional nisyonos like this latest
happening:

After this lengthy galus and the
decrees and destructions r”’l, how
is it possible that all this is not
enough and we are still in galus
and doubled and redoubled
darkness so that from time to time
there are incidents like these that
have no explanation at all, from
any angle ... There is still the
darkness of galus, the doubled and
redoubled darkness so that there
are incidents etc. while engaged in
a mitzva etc.

At the end of the farbrengen
there was another reference to the
murder. The Rebbe said a new
mosad should be opened in memory
of R’ Dovid:

Regarding the shocking



incident, it needs to be connected
with an inyan of Torah that there
should be “they established a
yeshiva on his grave,” to found a
mosad Torah, especially for those
who came from that country
[Russia].

The Rebbe emphasized that the
farbrengen and mosad were
connected with the ascent of the
neshama in Gan Eden that was there
together with the Rebbeim:

Surely this farbrengen, and all
the more so the new mosad, is the
greatest nachas ruach (not just
consent but the greatest nachas
ruach) and connected with the
aliya for the neshama etc. being
already in its place in Gan Eden,
and since this is being connected
with an addition in Torah study in
a plentiful manner - this should be
drawn into matters that are
apparent and visible good to
human eyes, i.e. not only inyanim
that are presently concealed chesed
but revealed chesed specifically,
revealed chesed that is apparent to
human eyes.

THE REBBE CHOSE THE
NAME: OHEL DOVID

The day after this farbrengen a
group of Anash, relatives, and the
hanhala of FREE (of which his sons
Meir and Hershel were already
directors) met and selected a
committee whose job it was to form
a new mosad in R Dovid’s memory.

There was an already existing
mosad for Russian children under
the auspices of FREE and so it
wasn’t clear to them what mosad
they should start. At a special
meeting they discussed this
extensively and came up with a
number of ideas.

The next day, the family wrote a
letter to the Rebbe in which they
included the proposals. Following
the Rebbe’s response that they
should include the existing Torah
institutions and establish a

Newspapers reporting the news of the shocking murder.

In the meantime, he taught in yeshivas
Achei T’'mimim on Ocean Parkway. His
job was to teach the pupils who lacked
drive to learn or those who had been
left back. He had a knack of reaching
these children and as a result, over the
years, some of them became rabbanim

and shluchim.

department in those schools called
Ohel Dovid, R’ Dovid’s children met
with the members of the hanhala of
Tomchei T’mimim on Ocean
Parkway, yeshivas Oholei Torah, and
Beis Rivka and suggested that they
open special classes for Russian
children. The work in locating the

children and teachers, as well as
covering the costs, would be done by
R’ Dovid’s children.

New classes were opened
immediately and a special staff was
hired in these three schools.
Registration was carried out among
immigrants from the Soviet Union.
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101 YEARS
SINCE THE
PASSING OF
RAZA Z”L

A compilation of stories about Rabbi
Zalman Aharon, the Rebbe Maharash’s

oldest son and brother of the Rebbe

Rashab.

DA RAZA TAMIRA

Rabbi Shneur Zalman Aharon
was born on 19 Tammuz
5618/1858. He was the firstborn
son to his parents the Rebbe
Mabharash and Rebbetzin Rivka. He
was named for the Alter Rebbe and
for his maternal grandfather, the
Chassid R’ Aharon Alexandrov of
Shklov.

Before his birth the Tzemach
Tzedek told his daughter-in-law that
her baby was an exalted child.

At the brissin of his grandsons,
the Tzemach Tzedek would call the
babies by acronyms of their names.
He called the baby Shneur Zalman
Aharon “Raza” and quoted the
Zohar which says, “da raza tamira”
(this is the hidden secret). The name
stuck, and he was known by this
acronym by the Chassidim too.
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When he was three, the Tzemach
Tzedek suggested to his son that he
take Raza as a son-in-law. R’ Yisroel
Noach asked his father, “Perhaps the
child won’t be a talmid chacham?”

His father replied, “He will
certainly be a talmid chacham like
you; he may even know how to learn
more than you!”

REASON TO SIGH

At a farbrengen on Purim
5720/1960, the Rebbe related the
following story in the name of the
Rebbe Rayatz:

When the Rebbe Rashab was no
more than five or five and a half (for
when the Tzemach Tzedek passed
away the Rebbe Rashab was five and
a half, and this story took place
during the lifetime of the Tzemach
Tzedek), he was playing with his

older brother, R Zalman Aharon.

They decided to play “Chassid
and Rebbe,” quite a central theme in
their home. Since Raza was older
than the Rebbe Rashab by a year
and a half, they decided that Raza
would be the Rebbe and the Rebbe
Rashab would come to him like a
Chasid in yechidus.

Raza sat on a chair and fixed his
hat and the Rebbe Rashab came and
asked him for a tikkun (spiritual
rectification). Raza inquired, “What
are you asking for a tikkun for?”
The Rebbe Rashab said that on the
previous Shabbos or perhaps two
Shabbasos ago, he ate nuts and
afterwards he found out that the
Alter Rebbe writes in his Siddur “it
is good to refrain from eating nuts
on Shabbos.” Raza advised that he
should be careful about davening
from a Siddur rather than davening
by heart.

The child Rashab said, “Your
advice won’t help and you’re not a
Rebbe.” Raza asked, “Why do you
say that?” The Rebbe Rashab
explained, “When a Rebbe responds
he has to sigh. Your advice may have
been helpful but you didn’t sigh, and
since you didn’t sigh you’re not a
Rebbe and your advice is not
advice!”

When a Jew helps someone in
accordance with the mitzva of “love
your fellow as yourself,” and as
Chazal say, “what is hateful to you,
don’t do to your fellow; this is the
entire Torah and the rest is
commentary,” it’s not enough to do
the act of chesed to help him. There
also has to be a sigh.

A MAN WHO SUFFERED

Raza was tremendously gifted
and had elevated middos. His father,
the Rebbe Maharash, said about
him, “He has a powerful head; he
can think two thoughts
simultaneously.”

At a farbrengen, the Rebbe
Rayatz said about his uncle:



“My uncle Raza, who had fine
character traits by nature, was a man
with a strong heart. Even when he
suffered tremendously, and he
endured a lot in his lifetime, he
always smiled. He never shed a tear
over his suffering. But when he
heard that someone else was
suffering his smile vanished and
there were tears in his eyes. He did
all he could to help those in
distress.”

It is told that once a child of one
of the Chassidim, for whom Raza
had been sandak, became ill. When
the father of the child asked him for
a bracha, he turned his face to the
window and sang the Alter Rebbe’s
niggun. When he finished he said,
“Go in peace. The child will live.”

HIS BROTHER’S RUACH
HA’KODESH

Chassidim once came and asked
Raza about his younger brother
becoming the Rebbe. “You are older
; why aren’t you the Rebbe?”

Raza said, “A Rebbe must have
ruach ha’kodesh and I don’t have
it.”

“And your brother has ruach
ha’kodesh?”

Raza replied, “Neither of us are
liars. I don’t have ruach ha’kodesh
and so | am not the Rebbe. My
brother had ruach ha’kodesh even
before his bar mitzva, at the age of
12, and therefore he is the Rebbe.”

(Oros B’Afeila p. 57)

WHO IS DESERVING

On another occasion one of
Raza’s acquaintances asked him
whether his brother, the Rebbe
Rashab, deserved to be Rebbe. Raza
said, “In everything in the world
there is a memutza, something in the
middle of the two extremes. For
example, between a very wealthy
man and a poor man who goes
about begging, there is someone in
between. Between a man of chesed

and a man who is cruel there is an in
between, and so on. But between
“Rebbe” and an ordinary person
there is no memutza. Either he is a
Rebbe or he is a charlatan, and my
brother is definitely not a charlatan
(Shmuos V’Sippurim vol. 1, p. 78)

1”2

IT’S A MIRACLE!

In the first year after the passing
of the Rebbe Maharash, Chassidim
would ask questions of both sons,
Raza and Rashab. The amazing
thing was that it seemed the brothers
had an agreement between them in
which each of them would give an
opposite answer to the other.

At that time, related the Chassid
R’ Peretz Mochkin a”h, the Chassid,
R’ Yehoshua Nimotin was called to
the draft board and he came to
Lubavitch to seek advice. He first
went to Rashab and asked whether it
paid for him to go to Crimea, since
in Crimea (which belonged to
Russia) they did not draft people.
Rashab’s answer was no and in a
play on words he said, “Krim is nit
glaich” (“krim” — crooked, is not
straight).

R’ Yehoshua then went to Raza

and repeated his question. Raza
agreed to the trip and told him it
was a good idea, and then he said:
“No doubt you went to see my
brother and he did not agree.”

R’ Yehoshua was very surprised
by this. “How did you know that
your brother did not agree?”

“It’s a miracle,” he was told.

(Reshimos D’varim vol. 1 p. 157)

A SHARP LOOK

Raza once explained why he
declined to be Rebbe. One of the
reasons was because he had a sharp
look, “and I was afraid for I didn’t
want to harm anyone, G-d forbid.”

HE BURNED HIS
WRITINGS

Raza passed away on 11
Cheshvan, 5669/1909, when he was
only 51. Before he died he burned
the many divrei Torah he had written
throughout his life and placed the
ashes in a small sack which he
requested should be placed in his
grave.

The day before he passed away
he told one of his mekuravim,
“You’ll see what will happen
tomorrow. The Chevra Kadisha will
have to make a new coffin.”

He is buried in Vitebsk.

THE NEWS CAME TWO
WEEKS LATER

The Rebbe Rayatz wrote:

“This Wednesday my father, the
Rebbe and my righteous
grandmother found out about the
passing of their brother and son,
Raza z”l. They sat in mourning over
him and tore etc. On Shabbos he
said Chassidus for some people and
there were thirteen listeners.”

The Rebbe Rashab was busy with
a meeting of rabbanim and askanei
Anash and did not know about the
passing of his brother until two
weeks afterwards.
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14 kislev

WHAT GIFT
ARE YOU
GIVING?

By Rabbi Naftali Estulin, Shliach, Los Angeles

On 14 Kislev, we will mark the 81st
anniversary of the wedding between the
Rebbe MH”M and Rebbetzin Chaya
Mushka. A Chassid ought to begin
thinking thirty days before about what
gift he will give the Rebbe for his
anniversary, the day that connected us

to the Rebbe.

On Motzaei Shabbos Slichos |
was in a Chabad community in Eretz
Yisroel. I saw one of the older men,
a Chassid and talmid chacham,
preparing to say Slichos. As befits an
elder Chassid, his preparations were
done with p’nimius and engrossed
him completely.

I said to him that now we needed
to start preparing for 14 Kislev, the
Rebbe’s anniversary. He looked at
me in bewilderment and said, “What
are you talking about? Now is the
time to prepare for Rosh HaShana.
Why are you bringing up 14
Kislev?”

I reminded him about what it
says in the Rebbe’s Rayatz’s sichos

that the Rebbeim would prepare
themselves for Yud-Tes Kislev
starting from Chai Elul. The
question is, Chai Elul is a
preparation for Rosh HaShana —
what connection does it have to Yud-
Tes Kislev?

The Rebbe explains, based on a
Chazal on the verse, “and it was
evening and it was morning, the
sixth day,” that the letter Hei (“the”)
of “the sixth” alludes to the sixth of
Sivan when we received the Torah,
at which time the world was made
whole and solid.

Since Yud-Tes Kislev is the day of
Kabbalas Ha’Torah b’pénimius, the
shleimus of the creation of the world
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in a p'nimius’dike way is on Yud-Tes
Kislev. And since Chai Elul is the
time to prepare for Rosh HaShana,
the sixth day — the day Adam was
created, we also need to prepare for
the day that the world and man
achieve shleimus, on Yud-Tes Kislev.

You can say something similar
about 14 Kislev. Since the Rebbe’s
marriage on this day connected us to
the Rebbe, and this day marks a
kind of beginning of the seventh
generation which will bring the
hisgalus of Moshiach and the
shleimus of Torah (Torah chadasha)
— on this day the world achieves a
new shleimus beyond the shleimus
achieved on Yud-Tes Kislev for it is
the shleimus of Geula.

And so, I concluded my speech
to the elder Chassid, starting on
Chai Elul we need to prepare for 14
Kislev!

He didn’t buy it. “We are up to
Rosh HaShana and you are already
up to 14 Kislev?” he said
dismissively.

I dropped the argument, but not
my position. I remembered what
occupied the Rebbe Rayatz on the
Rosh HaShana preceding the
Rebbe’s wedding. On Rosh
HaShana 5689, the year the Rebbe
and Rebbetzin married, the Rebbe
Rayatz said a maamer Chassidus
that begins with the verse (Shmuel I
2:10), “Hashem, may those that
contend with Him be shattered ...
may He give power to his king and
raise the pride of His anointed one,”
which alludes to the special
connection of the Rebbe MH”M and
Geula.

In the maamer, the Rebbe cites
the Gemara that in Chana’s prayer
the name of Hashem is mentioned
nine times and explains that the
name of Hashem here, “Hashem,
may those that contend with Him be
shattered,” which is the eighth time,
corresponds to the beginning of
Geula. The name of Hashem in
“may Hashem judge to the ends of
the earth” alludes to the completion



of Geula when “may He give power
to His king and raise the pride of
His anointed one.”

It is enough to remember that the
Rebbe Rayatz was the eighth Nasi
from the Baal Shem Tov and that
year he married off his daughter to
the Rebbe MH”M who became the
ninth Nasi, in order to understand
the significance of this open hint
that was given in the first of a series
of maamarim that were said before
the wedding.

(Although the Rebbe usually
refers to our generation as the
seventh, there were a few times that
the Rebbe stressed our being the
ninth generation. For example, in the
maamer, “Basi CLGani,” 5748, the
Rebbe says, “This generation, the
seventh from the Alter Rebbe and
the ninth from the Baal Shem Tov,
and immediately this generation
becomes (the last of galus) the
generation of Geula, the tenth
generation that goes forth to
Moshiach Tzidkeinu”).

PREPARING - WITH
LEARNING AND ACTION

Although 14 Kislev is just one
day in the year, the spirit and
message of it should be carried with
us throughout the year, just as we
refer to the entire year as a Shnas
Hakhel even though the mitzva of
Hakhel took place on the first day of
Chol HaMoed Sukkos. In the days
remaining until 14 Kislev we should
prepare properly for this great day
and get our gift for the Rebbe ready,

Rabbi Naftali Estulin
(photo by Meir Alfasi)

whether in learning or action:

In learning — to learn the drushei
chasuna that were said by the Rebbe
Rayatz at the wedding of the Rebbe
(and printed as the Rebbe instructed
in a special publication in 5752), as
well as the maamarim that the Rebbe
himself said and printed in
connection with his wedding.

A deeper look shows that the
Rebbe Rayatz made some amazing
allusions to the nesius of the Rebbe.
For example, in the maamer, “Asher
Bara Sasson V’Simcha,” he states
that the seventh includes everything
and all the brachos and hamshachos
pass through it.

In action — first of all, those who
are in a position to do so should try
to make weddings for couples who
did not marry according to halacha.
Every Chassid, however, should

participate in farbrengens in which
the special quality of 14 Kislev is
discussed.

SIMAN TOV
AND MAZAL TOV

In the parsha we read that when
Yitzchok was born, Sarah said,
“tzchok asa li Elokim,” which Rashi
explains means people rejoiced for
her, that everybody rejoiced on the
day Yitzchok was born.

Why would the average person
on the street rejoice over the birth of
Yitzchok?

Rashi brings the Midrash that
says, “Many barren women were
remembered along with her, many
sick people were healed that day,
many prayers were answered along
with her, and there was much
laughter in the world.”

The Rebbe’s anniversary is also a
happy day for mankind. On this day,
the Rebbe began the seventh
generation which will bring the
Geula. And even before bringing the
complete Geula, the Rebbe brought
a material and spiritual abundance
to the world. We know that from the
time the Rebbe took over the
leadership in 1950, the world
economy improved drastically.

So 14 Kislev is not only a
Chabad holiday. May we merit, even
as we are still preparing for 14
Kislev, the complete Geula — the
marriage of Hashem and the Jewish
people with the complete hisgalus of
the Rebbe MH”M, now!

(romn Travel In
. g

¢ Express service
o Fully Computerized

212

j

DIOPR MPY ©
aUNmN TIYNn e

331 Kingston Ave.
(2~ Flr) Brooklyn NY 11213

Get your tickets within minutes!
INIFT 190D )M 7Y 001N NX N

(718) 493-1111

Fax: (718) 493-4444

BEIS MOSHIACH Issue 716 n




moshiach & geula

MOSHIACH
WILL KNOW
HE’S THE

ONE

Moshiach, too, will be a great tzaddik.
He will know what he was commanded
without any doubts or any room for

mistakes. * In honor of the birthday of

the Rebbe Rashab on 20 Cheshvan we
present a free translation of a selection
of quotes from “Toras Sholom — Seifer

HaSichos” on the
and Geula.

THE MAIN THING IS
THAT HE IS HERE

When Moshiach will come, the
abundant good will be apparent
to all. Moshiach is ready to come!
He tarries because he has some
“business” to take care of with
someone from Barbaria. It is the
avoda of every person to see
whether he is that person in
Barbaria.

Moshiach is a revelation of
light, and if you don’t bring your

topic of Moshiach

Moshiach, if his revelation of
light is still not shining forth
here, that does not concern me.
The main thing is that he
[Moshiach] is here; his atzmus is
here.

(p. 15)

TWO MILLENNIA OF
YEMOS HA’MOSHIACH
The time has come to sense

the light of the time in which we
find ourselves, the 2000 years of
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Yemos HaMoshiach. This is the
chiddush of the 2000 years of
Yemos HaMoshiach over the
2000 years of Tohu (Chaos, i.e.
the time until the Giving of the
Torah) and the 2000 years of
Torah.

In the 2000 years of Tohu,
they weren’t lacking the light at
all but they didn’t know what it
was. They didn’t understand or
sense the G-dly light.

In the subsequent 2000 years
of Torah, they felt the loss of the
light but didn’t grasp what the
Essence of the light is.

In these final 2000 years of
Yemos HaMoshiach the chiddush
is that the light is felt more than
it was previously. This is difficult
to understand, for how is it
possible that the 2000 years of
Yemos HaMoshiach are greater
than the preceding years, when in
earlier times there were the
Tanaim, Amoraim, Geonim, and
all the other great tzaddikim and
lofty saints, while now the world
is — may Hashem have mercy —
utterly low and degraded? How
can it be that the light is
illuminating more now?

There are two answers: 1)
This is Hashem’s will, for G-
dliness to be revealed now, for it
is time for the illumination of G-
dliness in the world, 2) The
advantage now is that we have
greater and more powerful
mesirus nefesh than in days gone
by.

(p. 16-20)

LIKE YEMOS
HA’MOSHIACH

The Alter Rebbe received
p’nimius (internal revelation) in
Mezritch (and not makifim -
encompassing revelations), but
the main involvement in
spreading Chassidus in a manner
of p’nimius began after his arrest
in Petersburg. Before Petersburg,



Chassidus was makif the world; its impact was not
internalized. This changed after Petersburg, when
Chassidus began to come specifically from p’nimius.

... Do you know who the grandfather (the Alter
Rebbe) was? He wrote Likkutei Torah according to
the Divine order of the world, according to the
makifim necessary for revelation in this world.

The primary intention, however, is p’nimius,
which will be revealed with the coming of Moshiach.
The light of p’nimius which was revealed after the
imprisonment in Petersburg was like that of Yemos
HaMoshiach and L’Asid Lavo, literally.

(p. 25-26)

TO BREAK OURSELVES

We shouldn’t delude ourselves
— it is only through the avoda of
bittul according to Chassidus
that we will bring Moshiach!
Otherwise, he cannot come.
If we break ourselves,
that’s good; and if not, he
[Moshiach] will break!

The Alter Rebbe said
that when Moshiach
comes it will be written
about in the newspapers.
He was intimating that
all Jews will be ready for
Moshiach’s coming
immediately as soon as
it’s written about in the
papers that he will come.

(p- 11)

SEE WHAT I HAVE
RAISED

The Rebbe Rashab danced with
the T’mimim and then sat and drank
I’chaim and said, “May I merit to come before
Moshiach together with the T’mimim and say, ‘See
the offspring that I have raised!””

The next day, during the Shabbos T’shuva meal,
one of the people present declared, “L'chaim, and
may we merit the Geula shleima!” to which the
Rebbe replied, “Then it will be very good. Moshiach
will speak and we will listen.”

(p.58)

LIVING IN YEMOS HA’MOSHIACH
In the future we will openly see that the physical

body is G-dliness, and that its source is the level of
Atzmus. In this world our yeshus (ego) blinds us
from recognizing this — this is me so how can it be
Elokus? To achieve this perspective requires a
transformation of one’s very being, but in the future
it will be obvious to all.

Within the yeshus is the power of Atzmus, it’s
just that it is very hidden and not recognized.
Through mitzvos the truth is revealed, at least
partially; when the hand distributes tz’daka or
shakes a lulav, it becomes a tool for Elokus.

When mitzvos are done properly and with
feeling, feeling the level of the Possessor of the Will,
then a little of the illumination of the

future revelation is revealed.
In this world, this can be
accomplished only by great
tzaddikim, but in the future,
everyone will feel this.
(p.122)

THE FOOTSTEPS
OF MOSHIACH

The Rebbe Rayatz
relates:

On Tuesday, 19 Av
[5674/1914], while on
an outing, I continued to
discuss with my father
recent events and their

spiritual ramifications. He

pointed out the well known

position of Rabbi Levi
Yitzchok of Berditchev, who
would constantly send his

servant to see whether
Moshiach was about to be
revealed and if people were talking
about it.

He then told me that Rabbi Levi

Yitzchok saw in the heavenly realms that
Moshiach would soon be revealed. The Alter Rebbe,
however, knew for a certainty that though the time
was near, it had not yet arrived. He prayed for the
success of our country [Russia], for it is a great
boon for our brethren spiritually. His efforts bore
fruit and he accomplished up Above that our king
and country were victorious against Napoleon.

... However, we don’t know these things, but
generally speaking this is the time of Ikvisa
D’Meshicha (the footsteps of Moshiach, i.e. the
period immediately preceding Moshiach) so we
need to hope for the “light which is good” and that
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We shouldn’t delude ourselves — it is
only through the avoda of bittul
according to Chassidus that we will
bring Moshiach! Otherwise, he cannot

come. If we break ourselves, that’s good;
and if not, Moshiach will break!

the prophecies told to us by the
prophets of Hashem will be
fulfilled, that there will be no
more war and there will be peace
among the nations forever.

(p. 203)

CHAI V’KAYAM

“His candle will never be
extinguished.” The light of the
Baal Shem Tov constantly
illuminates. Chassidus will endure
until the coming of Moshiach,
without a doubt, for “Dovid King
of Israel is Chai V’Kayam,” and
this is the Baal Shem Tov, the
Maggid, and the Alter Rebbe; and
so on, for we [the Rebbeim] are
from Dovid HaMelech and
consequently it will be so until
the coming of Moshiach.

(p. 176)

MOSHIACH WILL MAKE
NO MISTAKES

From the diary of the Rebbe
Rayatz, dated Motzaei Shabbos
BaMidbar, 5665/1915:

Since the war [between Russia

the coming of Moshiach [by the
Rebbe Rashab], and so too at the
Melaveh Malka that Motzaei
Shabbos.

I asked my father: It is
prophesied that Eliyahu HaNavi
will come and announce the
coming of Moshiach and then
Moshiach himself will be
revealed. Is it possible that they
will be revealed in the souls of
tzaddikim, i.e. that great and
famous tzaddikim will arise and
everything will happen through
them?

My main question is: Will they
make an appearance as people
who have arrived or will the
revelations take place through
tzaddikim who will arouse the
people?

He answered: The meaning of
the verse about the coming of
Eliyahu indicates that he himself
will be revealed and not in a state
of containment within any
tzaddik. However, regarding
Moshiach, the Rambam says that
a great tzaddik will arise and he
will be Moshiach who will gather
the exiles and bring them to our

I asked: If so, how will we
know that Hashem sent him?
There are so many warnings and
guidelines about a prophet, that
he himself needs to know that
Hashem sent him and he must
prove himself through signs or
miracles

My father answered: The one
who is fitting that Hashem send
him, he knows it and he can
know that Hashem sent him. He
has no doubts and he knows what
the word of Hashem is.

I thought many times about
the Binding of Yitzchok, for how
could it be that Hashem
commands people to do
something and they encounter
obstacles? But the truth is that in
fact, there are no obstacles about
something like this; it’s just that
they have thoughts and doubts
about the very matter itself, and
are uncertain whether this is
actually the command of Hashem.

Avrohom, however, had no
doubts. He knew it was G-d’s
command, for on his level he was
able to understand and realize
that it was Hashem speaking and
commanding.

The Rambam thus explains
that Moshiach, too, will be a
great tzaddik. He will know what
he was commanded without any
doubts or any room for mistakes.
For someone who is fitting to be
Moshiach knows and can
understand what Hashem is
instructing and commanding, for
he is on the level of Avrohom
Avinu.

and Japan] began, not a day
passes that they don’t talk about

holy land. (p-165-4)
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