






What about you? A mikva like this
is an embarrassment!

I got two reasons from them.
One said that since there are
mikvaos near their homes, it isn’t
necessary to renovate this one.

I also knew that there are
mikvaos in other places and I still
wrote that they should fix this
mikva, since it’s the mikva closest
to 770 and the Rebbe, my father-
in-law lived here and he would
daven and learn here and he would
draw down hashpaos and brachos
and kochos makifim and kochos
p`nimiyim and they themselves
benefit from his brachos till this
day.

A Jew wants to come here and
daven here or learn in 770 or even
to speak “idle talk” in 770 -
everybody has a connection to 770
- and when he goes to the closest
mikva he sees that it’s cold and
dirty and you can slip and it’s only
a miracle that nothing happens
there. And this is despite the fact
that from 1940-1950 this is where
the Rebbe, my father-in-law lived
and people would go to the nearest
mikva.

Another person gave me a
completely balabatishe answer and
wrote me three options. 1) If we
want to do something like that it
has to be done a certain way and
will cost thousands of dollars. 2)
Something else can be done which
must be done in such-and-such a
manner but it will cost less. 3) Do
it another way and it will cost less.
He wrote me that there isn’t even
money for this. What a disgrace!
When I saw this I shuddered and
realized that there isn’t even
anybody to go to the table with.
They couldn’t buy a mat or some
kind of rug because it costs such-
and-such and I know that even for
that there isn’t any money.

I could give them money. People
who give me money are not from
the neighborhood and they give me
for other things and I can guide

them and can take from them
according to my request, but it is
forbidden for me to give them
money because if I give it to them,
it will be wasted …

The Rebbe demanded that the
mikvaos should reflect well on the
sh’chuna that they are in, while at
the same time demanding the
greatest haste. In a response from
5741 about plans to build a new
mikva, the Rebbe wrote:

Certainly it will be beautiful as
far as the furnishings, walls etc.
(in this t--oo it should be
magnificent compared to all
mikvaos in the city). Furthermore
and most important is the utmost
haste (in the construction etc.) and
the merit of the many helps.

THE HEAVENLY 
SALE OF 770

Several years after the episode
regarding the mikva for men ended,
a new saga began. This time it was
about the mikva for women. In
5740, it was finally decided that a
new mikva would be built for
women in Crown Heights. In a rash
move, one of the askanim tore down
the building around the old mikva
before the new one was built and
then he neglected the work and the
construction of the new mikva was
delayed for over two years. The
women of Crown Heights had no
choice but to use a mikva in a
building under construction. Some
women of the community were badly
injured due to various pitfalls in the

The Rebbe’s approach to the topic was
sharp and painful to a frightening
extent. Matters reached the point that
the Rebbe did something quite unusual
for the construction of the mikva. The
Rebbe sold 770!
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place.
In 5742, the askanim wrote to

the Rebbe that they didn’t have
money to build the new mikva and
they suggested (as it seems from the
response) to appoint someone to
fundraise for it. The pointed answer
from the Rebbe said:

In all of New York and the like
they have built and are building
mikvaos and most of this is done
by women activists who raise the
needed money themselves and it’s
amazing that after over a year of
involvement in this they don’t
know about this and how the
women do this. The way of finding
someone to fundraise the money
for them hasn’t been successful
thus far.

On Thursday night, 12
Cheshvan, 5743, the Rebbe wrote a
scathing response to the askanim of
the sh’chuna in connection with this:

The shocking incident, and
what makes it more shocking is
that nobody paid any attention to
it, they destroyed (with public
money and with haste) the only
women’s mikva in the entire
community of Lubavitch and which
is visited by Lubavitcher women
from a number of countries – two
years ago!

Since they are apparently not
“aware” of this, I hereby
announce: 1) There is no mikva in
its place as of now, here 2)

according to Shulchan Aruch even
regarding a shul and even when
there is another shul – it is highly
questionable as to how they tore it
down to begin with, 3) in a
situation where it is permissible to
tear it down (which was not at all
the case here) – there must be “to
build it speedily by day and by
night” (the wording of the
Shulchan Aruch).

With my own eyes I have seen
that aside from a few days they are
not doing any construction, neither
by night nor by day. May Hashem
have mercy on us all amongst Klal
Yisroel. We conclude with the
positive.

Following this, on Erev Shabbos
Parshas VaYechi, the Rebbe wrote
even more sharply:

The p’sak din is known that it
is permissible and worthwhile to
sell a shul for the purpose of the
mikva. They promised me that
there would be a completed mikva
in the middle of the summer, and
then before Rosh HaShana and
then for Sukkos, and then in two
or three weeks.

On 14 Teives I was at the mikva
and in another three weeks it won’t
be completed either.

If they are really interested in
the welfare of the beis midrash – it
is for its benefit that they sell it
and give the money to someone
who is not from Lubavitch – and

give him tens of thousands of
dollars payment for his efforts so
that he finishes the mikva in three
weeks and nobody in Lubavitch
should give him any advice at all. 

The Rebbe’s approach to the
topic was sharp and painful to a
frightening extent. Matters reached
the point that the Rebbe did
something quite unusual for the
construction of the mikva, a step
that he hinted at in the notes where
he said it was according to Shulchan
Aruch. The Rebbe sold 770!

Late at night, Wednesday night
of Parshas Shmos, 5743, a
mysterious fire broke out in the
printing area of the Vaad L’Hafotzas
Sichos, which was located on the
upper floors of the office building
788, above the shul and big beis
midrash of the Rebbe MH”M. (The
shocking story began a few weeks
earlier, with an unusual instruction
from the Rebbe to hurry up and
print volume twenty of Likkutei
Sichos).

After midnight a passerby noticed
the flames coming out of the
printing shop. More than ten fire
trucks careened through the streets
that led to the scene of the fire and
they doused the building with water
in an attempt to put out the fire, but
by the time they got the huge fire
under control, it had destroyed all
the printing machines and
everything there turned to ashes.

The members of the Vaad rushed
to enter the shop even before the
heavy smoke dispersed in order to
see what could be salvaged. They
were relieved to see that the fire had
been stopped near the offices, which
contained hundreds of copies of the
new Likkutei Sichos, in addition to
vital archives.

The big surprise was in the
center of the printing shop. The
printing machines had been
consumed by the fire so that parts of
the metal had melted into one large
block, but the thousands of copies of
the weekly likut that were on the

The printing machines had been
consumed by the fire so that parts of the
metal had melted into one large block, but
the thousands of copies of the weekly likut
that were on the machines were
miraculously untouched. The large flames
that had managed to melt the metal did
not consume the Rebbe’s sichos.
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machines were miraculously
untouched. The large flames that
had managed to melt the metal did
not consume the Rebbe’s sichos.

A few days before the big fire
that caused such heavy damage, a
small fire broke out under the
farbrengen bima where the Rebbe
sat. Bachurim who were there at the
time put it out. Nobody could
understand how a fire had broken
out under the bima. There was no
rational reason for it.

On Shabbos Parshas Shmos, in
the middle of the farbrengen, the
Rebbe revealed what lay behind the
recent events. The Rebbe began
speaking about the mikva that was
not yet built:

There is something about which
I have been screaming more than
101 times. For three years and
more I have been speaking about
building a mikva and meetings
have been held and they discuss it
again and again but they still
haven’t actually finished building
the mikva.

Of all the times I was at the
mikva, I did not see any of the
people in charge even one time. I
was there on a number of days and
at different times of the day, early,
late, at the beginning of the day –
at least, at the beginning of my day
which is before noon - and only
one time did I meet one of the
people in charge. And that was
within the past two weeks and so
probably he showed himself since
he wanted to ensure that I
wouldn’t speak about it at the
farbrengen.

However, I spoke about it at the
farbrengen time and again and they
make a written record of what was
said at the farbrengen, and they
hear what needs to be done – but
everybody thinks that I’m not
talking about him but about
someone else …

After all this did not help,
something negative happened to
one of the ladies and nevertheless,

it made no difference. 
Then a similar incident took

place with a second woman and it
made no difference. Even when it
happened with a third woman it
made no difference.

Then a small fire broke out
suddenly. Nobody knows how it
began and there is no rational
reason for it. Nevertheless, it made
no difference.

Then a big fire broke out which
everybody is talking about. This
fire was also miraculous – there is
no reason for why it began.
Nevertheless, it made no
difference.

I saw there was no other
choice and the building had to be

saved and so I sold it.
They do me a favor and write

down what I say and they extol the
talk, but when it comes to actually
doing something, it has no effect.
What is the purpose in talking if
they don’t take action? There’s talk
and questions about what was said,
they analyze it and explanations
are given etc. but it doesn’t get
translated into action.

The shock this engendered is
indescribable. That Friday a secret
sale of the beis midrash of 770 was
carried out. In the morning, the
Rebbe gave the secretaries an entire
page of instructions regarding the
sale of the beis midrash that same
day. Some of the details still cannot

The offices above 770 the day after the fire.

The zal in 770 as they extinguished the fire. The benches were covered with
plastic to protect them from the water that poured down from the upper stories.
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be publicized.
The Rebbe said that the sale

should be carried out according to
halacha by Rabbi Zalman Shimon
Dworkin a”h, the rav of the
sh’chuna. It is known that the Rebbe
inquired afterwards regarding a
number of the details connected with
Rav Dworkin’s role in the matter. 

Due to the great haste in which
the sale was done there wasn’t time
for the buyer to obtain the cash
necessary to meet the named price.
The Rebbe told the secretaries to gift
the buyer money so he could
officially buy it that same day.

The buyer was a non-
Lubavitcher, as per the Rebbe’s
orders. The Rebbe told the gabboim
that from then on, any significant
change in the building had to be
done with permission of the new
owner. Since the gabboim did not
know who the buyer was, said the
Rebbe, no changes should be made.

The Rebbe sold the beis midrash,
Beis Chayeinu, which every Chassid
yearns for, so that the women of
Crown Heights would have a mikva.

It has only been in recent years
that Chassidim have realized what
hashgacha pratis there was in the
sale of the shul. The act of sale
proved that the Rebbe was the only
balabus over 770 and this addressed
one of the primary claims in the
court case about Beis Chayeinu.

CONCLUSION - 
BUT NOT THE END

Although in more recent years
the Rebbe did not address the topic
with such sharpness, the Rebbe’s
war for the character of the
neighborhood and for the security

and quality of life of the Jews who
lived there has still not ended. When
we read or hear about another
incident in which a black attacks a
Jew in Crown Heights, we must
think only about how we could have
prevented this.

White-flight from Crown Heights
did not only affect Crown Heights.
Think about how Judaism would
look today if at the beginning of
“U’faratzta,” the tanks and
mivtzaim, all those hundreds of
thousands of Jews, would have been
around Lubavitch. Dozens of
bachurim who lived in the sh’chuna
in the early years found their way to
Lubavitch – how many more would
have joined Lubavitch if the Jews
hadn’t fled? How many fights that
were not l’sheim Shamayim might
have been prevented if the main
center for G’dolei Yisroel was in the
proximity of the Nasi HaDor? How
many more Jews would have become
baalei t’shuva?

The Rebbe’s war for the
“sh’chuna of the Nasi HaDor” as he
called it, continues till this day. In
certain areas of Crown Heights there
are blocks with a few Chassidim and
many blacks. Till today the T’mimim
continue to help out with minyanim
in shuls that need them so that
another shul should not be closed. 

On the other hand, children are
growing up in Crown Heights today
seeing mostly Jews as they walk to
school, and having no idea that at
the beginning of the Rebbe’s nesius
there were maybe three Chassidishe
balabatim who owned homes in the
area.

The sh’chuna is dear to the
Rebbe’s heart. The Rebbe said that
whatever happens in Crown Heights

has an impact on the entire world.
This is apparent in the Rebbe’s war
for the physical character of the
neighborhood as described above,
and also in his war for the spiritual
character of the neighborhood when
people tried to impose their will on
the community in ways that went
against halacha. Then too, you saw
the Rebbe screaming about things
happening in Moshiach’s capitol in
Lubavitch in New York.

In 5740, R’ Shmuel Yitzchok
Reitzes returned from a wedding in
London and he told the Rebbe that
the Lubavitcher mosdos there were
growing tremendously. The Rebbe
sighed and asked him why this
wasn’t the case in Crown Heights.
When he asked the Rebbe what
needed to be done, the Rebbe said,
“We need to delay the Torah reading
[i.e. in order to get people to do
something].” The Rebbe was willing
to delay the Torah reading in order
to save the sh’chuna.

Rumor has it that the Rebbetzin
said that three things made the
Rebbe’s hair turn white: the
sh’chuna, Mihu Yehudi, and the
state of the T’mimim.

Tuvia Fertel writes in his book
about cities in exile that were called
“Yerushalayim,” that Brownsville, a
Jewish neighborhood with numerous
shuls and battei midrash, flourished
until the Jews left. It was also called
“Yerushalayim of America.” When
Brownsville was destroyed, all
assumed that nearby Crown Heights
would soon share the same fate.
However today, when thousands of
guests arrive in Tishrei they see a
Jewish neighborhood which
prevailed, “since the Beis
HaMikdash was destroyed …
Lubavitch is our Yerushalayim of
America.” There is no question that
Crown Heights deserves the title. It
is the only Jewish neighborhood that
prevailed during white-flight, while
all the others - Harlem, the Bronx,
Brownsville and East Flatbush –
could not.
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When I told Rochie Serebryanski that I had been in
Hevron for Yom Kippur she asked that I speak about it at
the upcoming N’shei Chabad Rosh Chodesh gathering in
Crown Heights. I said I would be happy to… why not?

By the time Rosh Chodesh came along, the evening
was dedicated to a member of our community whom we
lost to a terrible sickness – Aviva bas Avraham Palgi -
and to surviving mourners Mrs. Edith Block, on the loss
of her dear daughter Devorah Nechama bas Avraham
Neuwirth, and Mrs. Miryam Swerdlow on the loss of her
precious granddaughter Alta Shula bas Yosef Yitzchok
Swerdlov. 

After sharing my experiences with the women in
attendance I decided to make the speech into an article,
dedicated to our departed and our mourners.

Thank you Rochie for inviting me here this evening
and thank you everyone for giving me this opportunity
to share with you my experiences this past Tishrei. I
would like to mention that I know that Aviva, whom we
just lost, and the surviving mourners Edith Bloch and
Miriam Swerdlov have in common that they all love(d)
and support(ed) Eretz Yisroel. Miryam Swerdlov in
particular is a regular visitor to Hevron. Ad Masai,
Hashem… Ad Masai?!

It is our job now to hasten the revelation of
Moshiach. With that in mind, I will strive to connect my
presentation to the teachings of the Rebbe. 

As many of you know, I am very involved with
Hevron. I work for the Shliach in Hevron, Rabbi Danny
Cohen. I would love to experience all our Yomin Tovim
in Hevron, but if I would - I wouldn’t be here in Crown
Heights to get my work done … so I go occasionally.
This year was the first time I was in Hevron during
Tishrei. 

Since I want to connect my story as much as possible
to the Rebbe – I am going to begin with a story that
actually happened on Chaf Beis Shvat. It was a number
of years ago when my daughter Rivka Greenwald was in
Crown Heights with her daughters for the Kinus. They
are on Shlichus in Duluth, MN. 

Shabbos morning my husband and I learn Igros
Kodesh. We have a volume and we go page by page. The

letters are amazing. This particular Shabbos morning,
my two eldest granddaughters came to ask me a
question. My husband and I had just started a letter. We
completed the first paragraph, where the Rebbe
generally says he received a letter on such and such a
date but does not always begin to address any specific
topic. So we finished the introductory paragraph and I
looked up and asked the girls what they wanted. They
wanted me to take them to 770. Hmmm. I explained
that Bubby does not like crowds, and this week would be

TISHREI IN YEHUDA AND
SHOMRON (AND PRAGUE)
By Aliza Karp

perspect ive

Beit Lubavitch Bat Ayin: Challah on the table in
the foreground and Jewish towns in the distance on
the porch of Beit Lubavitch Bat Ayin. 
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very crowded upstairs in 770
because it is Chaf Beis Shvat. And
Bubby had to make a big salad
because of all the guests because it is
Chaf Beis Shvat. And Bubby is tired. 

My husband was shocked at my
answer but I could not be convinced
to change my mind. We went back
to learning the letter that had been
interrupted. The very next sentence
was one I had never seen before and
have not seen since. It read: “It is
important to be a good influence on
your grandchildren.” 

I closed the book. Apologized to
my husband. Got dressed and took
the girls to 770. It was packed. I
figured there might be some places
at the back, so we went to the third
Shul. We got there just as everyone
stood up together. Instead of
standing with them we mounted the
now empty seats and scurried to the
back porch. A few moments after we
got there, two women in the front
row got up to leave. It was as if they
were holding the spot for us. The
glass partition did not reach to the
bottom. My granddaughters could
see the entire downstairs 770 and
the space under the glass gave them
plenty of air to breath. It was
amazing - we got front row seats! 

This past Tishrei I took my eldest

granddaughter, Simcha Rochel, to
Hevron for Yom Kippur. It was the
first of her three fasts before her Bas
Mitzvah… and again - we got front
row seats. Actually, every seat in the
Maara is a front row seat, even if
you are standing. We have it on
video… the Rebbe telling supporters
of Hevron that all our prayers gather
and ascend through Hevron. Can’t
get closer than that. 

I want to take this opportunity to
mention – there is now internet
access to prayers in Hevron. Chabad
of Hevron has a website where you
push a button that leads you to a
place to put in your information.
Then you press the send button and
your very soon the prayer will be
said in Hevron… at the Maara, at
Menucha Rochel or both… your
choice. The website is
chabadhebron.com (Reminder: it is
traditional to give Tz’daka when
asking for a Bracha, so, for your
convenience, there is a place to click
to make donations.)

Our Yom Kippur preparations
began the week before on
Wednesday night. Danny’s wife
Batsheva was making a pre-Yom
Kippur event for girl soldiers.
Simcha Rochel and I attended.
Batsheva first taught the girls how to
make a scrumptious chocolate
dessert and then she taught them
about T’shuva. I must admit that
Simcha Rochel and I did not leave
the event with deep thoughts of
T’shuva (nor did we have deep
thoughts about chocolate) but we
did come away feeling a
strengthening of Ahavas Yisroel
between us and the soldiers we had
just met. A pre-Bas Mitzvah girl and
her Bubby mingling with teenage
girls with little or no background in
Judaism – and feeling connected. It
may not make sense, but it was very
real. 

We were also feeling a sense of
awe at how the Rebbe thinks of
every Jew in every place, including
female soldiers in Hevron. We had

just spent Rosh HaShana in Prague
with Simcha Rochel’s friends from
Online School, Chaya and Bassie
Barash, daughters of the Shluchim
in Prague. Shlichus in Minnesota,
Prague and Hevron are all different
– what they share is what they have
in common with Chabad Houses
around the world - challenges that
can only be met by Shluchim
dedicated to Am Yisroel and
connected to the Rebbe. 

The Shabbos before Yom Kippur
we spent in Yitzhar. How many of
you have heard of Yitzhar? It is in
the Shomron, not far from Sh’chem,
where Yosef HaTzaddik is buried. It
is a magnificent setting. 

I don’t want to knock Hevron,
but it is a big city. Dirty, noisy.
Yeah, it’s dirty. The government
doesn’t let the Jews clean up the
piles of garbage because we are not
allowed to touch Arab property and
the garbage belongs to the Arabs.
One time Chabad of Hevron got
permission to clean up a certain area
that had rats, and they had to bring
in bulldozers. But the hard part was
getting the permission. 

Back to my story… In contrast to
Hevron the big city, Yitzhar is a
community of a few hundred
families on a hilltop with views in all
directions. It is about 35 miles from
the coast, but at sunset you see the
sun reflecting off the Mediterranean
with the silhouette of Tel Aviv in
front of it. The air in Yitzhar is fresh
and crisp and the people are
exclusively the kind who are
dedicated to Eretz Yisroel, Ahavas
Yisroel and Toras Yisroel.

Recently a Chabad House has
been set up in Yitzhar by Danny
Cohen’s brother Eli Eitan together
with the founder of outpost Mitzpeh
Yitzhar, Itzik Sandroi and his
partner in pioneering, famous for
being the first soldier to sit in jail in
the days before the Disengagement,
Yossi Pilant. Their Chabad House
will bring Chassidus to the people
and the soldiers in Yitzhar and the

Chabad of Hevron: A creative touch to
the way the soldiers laid down their

rifles on the floor when they came to
their Pre Yom Kippur program
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surrounding areas. Because they
now had a Chabad House they were
able to sell me Machzorim. That
meant I did not have to drive
through congested traffic in
Yerushalayim in search of them. Plus
I have the pleasure of knowing my
Machzor is from Yitzhar. And by the
way – the Chabad House of Yitzhar
is actually a caravan. But it is still a
Chabad House. 

The first nice thing about Yom
Kippur in Eretz Yisroel started the
night before, i.e. Motzaei Shabbos.
They changed the clocks! It meant
we only had to fast until six o’clock
and a few minutes. (Very soon after
nightfall, Baruch Marzel made sure
there were tables of cake and orange
juice, enough for the crowds who
had Davened at the Maara. And for
the soldiers - who to my surprise
were also fasting - he arranged for a
restaurant-on-wheels to go around
to where the soldiers were stationed.
The restaurant-on-wheels was
sponsored by Chabad of Hevron –
thanks to Aryeh Wuensch of Miami.)

Erev Yom Kippur we needed a
place to eat. This time we went to
Bat Ayin. How many people have
heard of Bat Ayin? Many of you
probably know this is where the

Meir and Miriam Rhodes have put
down roots. Literally, tree roots. I
picked a fig from their tree. It was
delicious. And I learned a new
Halacha. I knew that you did not
have to take Truma and Maaser if
you eat the produce where it grows.
Meir taught me that the ruling is
that once the produce passes a
Mezuzah, you need to take Truma
and Maaser. 

So the Rhodes’ fed us - us and a
variety of young people whom the
Rhodes’ have a tendency to attract
to the warmth of their lovely home
that the youth like to refer to as
Camp Rhodes – also known as Beis
Lubavitch Bat Ayin. 

We got back to Hevron and I
wanted to check my email in the
caravan that Chabad of Hevron uses
for office space. As I was leaving, in
came Yossi Nachshon and our friend
Golan. They covered the small space
with mattresses and put out Negel
Vasser Keilim. They told me that
between Musaf and Mincha on Yom
Kippur it will be too hot to walk
back and forth to and from Kiryat
Arba while fasting, so they are
preparing places to rest for the men
who will be walking to Hevron to
take part in the Chabad Minyan at

the Maara. 
At the same time, tents were

being put up on the grassy areas
leading up the Maara. In Crown
Heights the guests come inside. In
Hevron, the homes are small and
few. Luckily the presence of soldiers
makes it safe to sleep outdoors and
the weather makes it a pleasure to
do so. Some people slept on
mattresses even without tents. And
some even without mattresses. 

Simcha Rochel and I had our last
meal in our own accommodations
and we lit candles. On the way to
the Maara we passed the Avraham
Avinu Shul. This Shul had been
totally destroyed and desecrated by
the Arabs in the years before 1967
and is now a completely new Shul.
It’s very nice. I am sure you all
know the story that happened
hundreds of years ago, when there
were only 9 men in Hevron for Yom
Kippur and a tenth man walked into
Shul just before Kol Nidrei. When
the men of Hevron wanted to take
him home to feed him after the fast
he mysteriously disappeared only to
reappear in a dream of one of the
men later that night. The mysterious
guest said he was Avraham Avinu
and had come to complete the
Minyan. Since then the Shul has
been called the Avraham Avinu Shul.
When we walked by on our way to
the Maara it was packed to
overflowing and there were rows of
chairs outside two of the exterior
walls that had windows. 

When we arrived at the Maara
there were many people coming, and
even more already inside. Almost all
the women were dressed in white,
flowing skirts. The girls with their
long dark hair and the women with
white scarves. There was something
very graceful and surreal about how

In the back right hand corner a
soldier holds the Sefer Torah
brought to the Kollel building in
Hevron by Rabbi Kogan and
members of his congregation in
Moscow. 
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they looked. It filled the Maara with
a feeling of purity and hope. 

There were Minyanim
everywhere: On the plaza outside, in
the hallway, in the room where a
Kollel learns, the room of Yaakov,
the room of Avraham and the main
hall. During Yom Kippur day, Ulam
Yitzchok, which is open to Jews only
ten days a year, was also open… and
packed to capacity. 

When we got to the main hall it
was full, and women were beginning
to stand near the entrance. I always
figure there are at least two seats
vacant near the far side (as per the
Chaf Beis Shvat story), so we
squished through and found ‘our’
two seats on the far side near the
back. 

There is a hallway behind the
main hall with windows connecting
the two areas. From our location we
could hear our Minyan and the
Minyan behind us which we heard
with more volume and clarity. It was
confusing at first, but very beautiful.
The Minyan behind us had a lot of
singing. Beautiful tunes, very
sincere, very emotional, very moving
and very inspiring.

When our Minyan ended and we
walked back to our room. It was a
warm night. Small groups of people
were gathered outdoors. Windows
were open. I would also like to say
that hearts were also open. That was
the feeling. The pervading
atmosphere was one where no one
was a stranger. We could hear the
sounds of Davening, learning and
lively discussions that were to
continue through the night. Jewish
Hevron was unmistakably ensconced
in Yom Kippur. 

Simcha Rochel had brought
packages with her all the way from
Duluth to give to soldiers. A woman

who is not Jewish has an
organization that sends packages to
soldiers in Eretz Yisroel and we took
some packages to deliver. The
soldiers loved the baseball hats and
other ‘guy’ things in the sack. We
added a compact Segula L’Shmira
according to the Rebbes guidelines,
plus some chocolate and delivered it
with a cold Coca Cola. One of the
soldiers we delivered the packages to
had told us that he had never been
to Hevron before his army service
and what he found wonderful about
Hevron was Shabbos. In Haifa,
where he lived, he had seen Jews in
Yarmulkas from time to time so he
thought he knew a little about his
heritage. But in Hevron, he said, you
can feel in the air when it is
Shabbos… that is the feeling we had
on Yom Kippur… you could feel it
was Yom Kippur. 

The next morning we had a
Chabad Minyan at the Maara. Most
of the men walked from nearby
Kiryat Arba. Because Chabad begins
later than other Minyanim we
usually start outdoors and move
inside when someone else is
finished. That was the plan, but
somehow we were able to start
indoors right away. I was relieved.
Outside, the women would have
been in the sun. The Minyan started
on time. Shliach Rabbi Menachem
Porter did a wonderful job
conducting the service.

It is not easy to follow Yom
Kippur Davening. It is lengthy and
unfamiliar. But when Davening in
Maaras HaMachpella, so close to
our fathers and mothers, Hashem’s
favorite children, the mood of the
relationship of Hashem to Am
Yisroel strongly reflects the
relationship of children and parents.
We begin every prayer by

mentioning Avraham, Yitzchok and
Yaakov and their presence in the
Maara is very comforting. 

I wish I could tell you that our
Davening was on such a level that
Moshiach came and aroused those
who slumber in Hevron… but alas.
The prayers in 770, at the Kotel, in
Maaras HaMachpella and all the
Shuls around the world have not yet
broken the shell of Galus. 

Today was the second of
MarCheshvan. Almost one hundred
years ago, on this date, in Hevron,
the Rebbe Rashab established a
Yeshiva. Seven years ago on this day
Chabad of Hevron opened a Kollel.
Due to the onset of World War One,
the Rebbe Rashab’s Yeshiva was
open in Hevron for a few short years
after which it was forced to move to
Yerushalayim. Against all odds,
Chabad of Hevron received
permission to open their Kollel and
– in a city where even putting up a
Mezuzah has caused a ruckus by
Peace Now and the media – they
have not only maintained the
afternoon Kollel but have now
opened a second one in the evening. 

When Sara and Boruch
Nachshon were amongst the first to
re-settle Hevron, the Rebbe sent a
letter to Boruch telling him that his
learning and Davening in Hevron
together with his friends will
constitute the spiritual conquering of
Hevron which will bring about the
conquest of Hevron in the physical.
Not only has Boruch designated
Chabad of Hevron to be considered
his friends according to the letter
from the Rebbe, but his son Rabbi
Yosef Nachshon is instrumental in
the learning and administration of
the Kollels. 

The Kollels represent one of the
ways Chabad of Hevron is striving to
awaken those who slumber in
Hevron – and all our loved ones
whom we long to see again in
happiness and in good health. May it
be with Moshiach NOW! 

The Kollels represent one of the ways
Chabad of Hevron is striving to awaken
those who slumber in Hevron.
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SIMILAR OR
COMPLEMENTARY

People often wonder, which is
preferable – when a couple are
similar, having a common
background and upbringing, or
when the couple are unalike and
their differences complement and
complete each other? Which sort of
shidduch will be more long-lasting
and harmonious?

Let us look at the marriages of
Avrohom and Sarah and of Yitzchok
and Rivka and see how they differ:

Avrohom and Sarah were more
or less similar:

Their family background was
similar, as they were related.
Avrohom was Sarah’s uncle. She
was the daughter of Haran,
Avrohom’s brother. They were both
born and raised in Ur Kasdim. They
were closer in age than the other

Avos and Imahos, being only ten
years apart. They both were born to
goyim who did not believe in one G-
d and both underwent a process of
change in which they came to
believe in one G-d. In their actions,
too, they were on the same page –
both were hospitable and both
taught others about G-d, “Avrohom
converted the men and Sarah the
women.”

Yitzchok and Rivka were quite
different from one another:

Their family background could
not have been more dissimilar -
Yitzchok was born to Avrohom and
Sarah, righteous people who
believed in one G-d and served
Hashem, while Rivka was the
daughter of the wicked Besuel and
the brother of the wicked Lavan.
Yitzchok was born in Eretz Yisroel,
where he lived his whole life, while
Rivka was born in Ur Kasdim, an
impure land. There was a large age
gap of 37 years between them.
When the couple wed, their spiritual
levels were quite disproportionate.
Yitzchok was already on a high
spiritual level – he was circumcised
and had been brought, at the Akeida,
as a sacrifice to Hashem. Rivka lived
outside Eretz Yisroel “as a rose

What is the advantage in the shliach
who works as far away as possible? *
Which shidduch is more successful, one
in which the couple are similar or one
in which their differences complement
one another? * A fascinating look at the
parsha from the perspective of Chazal,
Kabbala and Chabad Chassidus
presented in honor of the Kinus
HaShluchim and the sidra that deals
with the shidduchim of the Avos.

thought

THE MARRIAGE OF
THE AVOS AND THE
KINUS HA�SHLUCHIM

By Rabbi Yosef Karasik
District Rav Bat Chefer – Emek Chefer
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among the thorns.”
From their first encounter, when

Rivka saw Yitzchok for the first
time, she sensed his holiness and
lowered herself from the camel and
bowed to him, an act that
symbolized her awe and emphasized
the distance between their spiritual
levels. Even many years later, when
she felt uncomfortable in her
pregnancy “and the children fought
within her,” she consulted with
Sheim rather than her husband
because apparently there remained a
distance of levels between them.

THE SPIRITUAL LEVELS
OF AVROHOM AND

YITZCHOK
It would seem that a bond

between someone on a high spiritual
level and someone on a lower
spiritual level, would be more
suitable for the shidduch of
Avrohom than for Yitzchok. After
all, Avrohom’s spiritual level was the
midda of chesed, which is all about
drawing the lowly close, while
Yitzchok’s spiritual level was the
midda of din and g’vura, which is
about giving each person in
accordance with his spiritual level,
no less and no more.

Yet despite the differences in
background and level of Yitzchok
and Rivka, the Torah says wonderful
things in praise of this shidduch:

1-The term “ahava” (love)
between man and wife is used for

Yitzchok and Rivka (and was not
mentioned about Avrohom and
Sarah) as it says (24:67), “And he
took Rivka and she was his wife and
he loved her.”

2 - After the passing of Sarah,
Avrohom remarried Hagar-K’tura
and had six more children, and even
in Sarah’s lifetime he had a
concubine, Hagar, who bore him a
son. Yitzchok, on the other hand,
did not marry another wife after the
passing of Rivka and did not have a
concubine.

3 - The story of the marriage of
Yitzchok and Rivka is told in the
Torah at great length and it is
written twice. Chazal say “Nicer is
the talk of the servants of the Avos
than the Torah of the children, for
this parsha of Eliezer is repeated in
the Torah while many important
aspects of Torah were only hinted
at.”

4 - Among all the prayers that
were prayed over the generations,
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai singles out
the prayer of Eliezer for the
shidduch of Yitzchok as an
outstanding prayer that was
accepted very quickly.

Thus says Rashbi (B’Reishis
Raba, 60, 4): “Three people had
their prayers and requests of
Hashem answered immediately: 1)
Eliezer the servant of Avrohom when
he went to find a shidduch for
Yitzchok, as it says, ‘And it
happened before he finished
speaking and behold, Rivka came

out.‘ 2) Moshe Rabbeinu when he
asked that the earth open its mouth
and swallow Korach. 3) Shlomo
HaMelech when he asked that a fire
descend on the altar in the Beis
HaMikdash.”

Of the three, Eliezer’s prayer was
greater than the rest because they
were answered only after they
completed their prayer while he was
answered even before he finished.
This is surprising, for Eliezer was a
Canaanite servant who lived before
the Giving of the Torah, while
Moshe and Shlomo were righteous
Jews who lived after the Giving of
the Torah. How could the prayer of
a servant be loftier than that of our
greatest teacher and prophet and
greater than the prayer of the wisest
of all men and the one who built the
Mikdash?

The answer is that Eliezer’s
prayer was for a shidduch for
Yitzchok, and his marriage was the
loftiest of all, therefore he was
extremely successful.

A SYMBOL FOR 
THE MARRIAGE OF 

KLAL YISROEL
In Chassidus it explains that the

shidduch of Yitzchok and Rivka is a
symbol for the marriage of Klal
Yisroel, as well as for the avoda of a
Jew in the world. The Rebbe says,
“The marriage of Yitzchok and
Rivka is a general matter that rises
above all else, as it represents the
general connection between Above
and below, the general idea of Torah
and mitzvos, and the connection
between the neshama and the body.”

In other words, Yitzchok
represents the level of the G-dly soul
(mah) and Rivka represents the level
of the body of a Jew (ban), and the
connection between Yitzchok and
Rivka embodies all the avoda of a
Jew in the world, to unite the
physical and the spiritual.

The starting point and the totality
of the avoda of a Jew in the world

“The marriage of Yitzchok and Rivka is
a general matter that rises above all
else, as it represents the general
connection between Above and below,
the general idea of Torah and mitzvos,
and the connection between the
neshama and the body.”
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are embodied in this marriage, and
because this was so crucial, the
prayer for this shidduch was
answered right away.

This can be understood with an
analogy from nature which sounds
paradoxical – two extremes,
although they are the most distant,
have the strongest connection, as in
the kabbalistic saying, “The
beginning is wedged in the end and
the end in the beginning.”

It’s like the heat of the sun.
Generally speaking, the more distant
one gets from the sun, the less heat
there is. Nonetheless, the surface of
the earth is much hotter than outer
space is, even closer to the sun. 

Also, when you compare the
temperatures on mountaintops to
the temperatures in the valleys
below, you discover an amazing
thing. The higher the mountain and
the closer it is to the sun, the lower
the temperature. On the highest

mountaintops there is snow while
below those very mountains it is hot,
to the point that near the equator –
in the center of Africa - on the peak
of Mt. Kilimanjaro, there is snow
year-round, whereas in the valley at
its feet it’s extremely hot.

This can be used as a mashal to
the idea that the end is wedged to
the beginning and the beginning to
the end. If you go far enough you
connect with the origin. 

So too the shidduch and the
joining of two opposites, Yitzchok
and Rivka, created a highly
successful and complete connection,
just as the connection between the
spiritual world of the neshama and
the physical world of the body
creates the most successful bond.

THE SHABBOS OF THE
KINUS HA’SHLUCHIM
The Rebbe assigned a holy

shlichus to every
Jew, to be
mekarev our
brothers and
sisters to our
Father in heaven
and to bring the
Geula. This
Shabbos,
thousands of
shluchim will
gather to be
strengthened in
their avoda of
shlichus.

The avoda of
shlichus consists
of uniting
opposites. A
Chassid who lives
in the rarified
atmosphere of
Tomchei
T’mimim and
who spent his life
doing Torah and
mitzvos is sent
“abroad” to a
place far from

Jewish life, where he has the job of
making a “shidduch” between the
holiness of the shul and beis midrash
and the secular environment far
from Judaism and belief in G-d.

Sometimes, in the avoda of
shlichus, fears and difficulties arise.
We find ourselves in a double and
redoubled darkness of the end of
galus; how can we succeed in fixing
the world?

Our parsha comes to teach us
that Avrohom sent Eliezer out of the
country and it was there that he was
successful in his prayer and his
mission of combining opposites.
With his prayer he accomplished
more than even Moshe Rabbeinu
and Shlomo HaMelech.

We mustn’t be fazed by the
difficulties of galus and the
challenges of shlichus because when
a Jew davens to Hashem, he is
immediately answered. All that is
needed is the effort of uttering his
prayer, and then immediately and
even before he finishes the prayer,
he will merit tremendous success in
his shlichus of being mekarev
everybody in his environment to
Hashem and hastening the Geula.

SHLICHUS 
IN DISTANT PLACES

The Rebbe once said that there is
an advantage in shlichus in the most
distant places, whether distant
spiritually, in terms of the absolute
lack of Jewish and Chassidic life
there, or physically distant from any
Jewish communities.

Sometimes, the most successful
influence is in the most distant
places. In the merit of the avoda of
shlichus all over the world and the
tremendous achdus of the Kinus
HaShluchim, may we merit “and
gather us together from the four
corners of the world to our land,”
with the true and complete Geula,
now.

Source: Hisvaaduyos 20 Cheshvan
5742 and more

"The quickest way to reveal Moshiach is by learning the Torah sources
about Moshiach & redemption"  t"ab,wv grumnu ghrz, p"a

Radio Moshiach & Redemption
1620-1640 AM around Crown Heights & Boro Park

& 1710 AM in parts of Brooklyn   24/6
worldwide live broadcast: www.RadioMoshiach.org

Please contribute generously to our 100,000 fundraising campaign
For donations or dedications make checks payable to:

"Radio Moshiach & Redemption"
383 Kingston Ave. #94, Brooklyn, NY 11213

718 756-4530 Tel/Fax 363-1652 Email: RadioMoshiach@erols.com
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  The pastoral settlement of
Karmei Tzur is located a few miles
south of Gush Etzion Junction, half
way to the Jewish settlement of
Chevron. Established on Rosh
Chodesh Kislev, 5745, it is
considered one of the region’s newer
settlements. Its first residents were
graduates of Yeshivat Har Etzion in
Elon Shvut, and they were later
joined by other families, among
them a group of Jewish immigrants
from Peru. As with most settlements
in Gush Etzion, the chosen name for
this settlement was derived from
Torah sources – the ancient Beit
Tzur, the remnants of which are
located nearby. Beit Tzur is
mentioned in the Book of Yehoshua
and played a significant role in the
wars of the Maccabees against the
Greeks. 

The settlement of Karmei Tzur is
not located in a particularly
sympathetic area. Reaching the
settlement requires passing by
several rather hostile Arab villages,
and the route has seen its fair share
of serious terrorist attacks that have
claimed the lives of numerous Jews. 

While Karmei Tzur is not a
particularly large settlement, with a
population of about one hundred
and twenty families, it is still quite
inspiring to see the communal
solidarity, unity, and brotherhood
reigning among the residents, most
of whom are students of the former
Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi
Mordechai Eliyahu. The settlement’s
economic state is average; many of
the male residents work as
educators, merchants, physicians,
computer experts, and economists.
The Torah aspect of life has not been
pushed into a corner, and the
settlement supports and runs a
unique kollel that emphasizes the
study of the Beis HaMikdash, a
learning institution that has
contributed much to the local
spiritual framework.

We came to this dynamic
settlement last month to survey the

sh l i chus

He grew up in a traditional family in
Belgium, came to know there the
shliach of the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, and in a moment of inner
awakening on Simchas Torah, decided
to make a complete turnaround in his
life. After studying at the prestigious
“Lev” Institute, he established his home
and went out on shlichus to the Karmei
Tzur settlement, located among hostile
Arab villages in the Shomron, where he
spreads chassidus and the Redemption
among religious families, seeing
brachos and deriving nachas in all that
he does. The story of the fascinating
shlichus of Rabbi Dovid Rosenfeld from
Karmei Tzur.

BEARING
FRUIT IN 
KARMEI TZUR
By Nosson Avrohom
Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry
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vigorous and exemplary activities of
the shliach, Rabbi Dovid Rosenfeld,
who has been working tirelessly and
with great devotion on the premises
for the last five years. 

We began our tour in the Tzur
Shalom neighborhood, founded in
memory of one of the settlement’s
residents, Dr. Shmuel Gillis (may G-
d avenge his blood), a senior
member of the medical staff of
Hadassah Hospital who was
murdered by terrorists on his way to
the settlement in 5761. The
neighborhood is located on the
settlement’s western slopes with a
view of Wadi Rashrash, and on
especially clear days, you can even
see the Tel Aviv area.

We quickly learned that Rabbi
Rosenfeld is privileged to have
growing cooperation from residents,
who look most favorably upon his
devotion towards spreading the light
of chassidus on the settlement.
“There are two main levels of
activity in which we operate and
invest much effort,” said Rabbi
Rosenfeld, his characteristic joyful
spirit shining through his every
word. “First, there is a variety of
classes in the Rebbe’s maamarim
and sichos, farbrengens on
auspicious days with guest speakers,
deep Torah discussions with local
residents, and special classes for the
Peruvian immigrants with Rabbi
Daniel Ariel.

“Second, there are regular
activities with hundreds of Israel
Defense Forces soldiers on guard
duty and at army bases in the
vicinity of the settlement. It is
impossible to describe the
tremendous emotion that fills me
every time I surprise a soldier at
some remote outpost in the middle
of the night, or bring a little joy and
excitement to a lone soldier out on
patrol in the mountain ranges by
reminding him that today is Purim
or Chanukah… This is a living
example of the mutual responsibility
of the Jewish People.”

RABBI LASKER: THE
TIME HAS COME FOR

YOU TO TAKE A
DECISIVE STEP

While Rabbi Rosenfeld has been
engaged in official and continuous
operations on the Karmei Tzur
settlement for five years already, it
seems that the fire of shlichus began
to burn within him long before then.
It was this that drove him to make
the critical decision to leave the
warm and pleasant community life in
Beitar Illit and invest all his strength,
energy, and material goods in the
field of shlichus , the spreading of
the wellsprings of chassidus, and the
announcement of the Redemption.

When I asked him to explain how
everything crystallized and from
where his endless motivation stems,
he took me on a journey back to his
younger days in Brussels.

Rabbi Rosenfeld was born into a
traditional family, whose stress on
adhering to Jewish values did not
interfere with their enjoyment of the
freedoms that life in Belgium had to
offer. “In our home, we kept Torah
and mitzvos as ‘traditional’ Jews did
– what they knew, they did, and
what they didn’t know, they didn’t
try to find out. Yet, it was very
important to my parents to send me
to learn in the Jewish day school in
Brussels, where the city’s Chabad
shliach, Rabbi Shimon Lasker,
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Rabbi Dovid Rosenfeld bringing Yom Tov cheer to IDF soldiers
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taught Talmud and Tanach. Even as
a young boy, I had much affection
for him, and I was most impressed
by his loving and giving nature
towards every Jew, which warmed
my heart.

“At my request, we began
learning Gemara together, and later
he also taught me the ins and outs of
Talmudic study. We learned many
sichos of the Rebbe, and the
teachings of chassidus in general,
and I also learned from him the
modes of chassidic conduct. He was
a model to be emulated for the
pleasantness of his ways and the
uniqueness of his personal
attributes, and we really connected
spiritually. My parents knew about
this and didn’t interfere, and I found
my visits to his Chabad House in the
city increasing in frequency and
duration, as I become more and
more involved, becoming an integral
part of the surroundings. I’ll never
forget the first time I entered the
Chabad House in the middle of a
chassidic farbrengen, listening to all
the participants singing ‘Tzama
Lecha Nafshi’ with great fervor. 

“In 5750, when I grew up a bit
and became a young man, I spent
considerable time at the Chabad
House in Antwerp, under the
directorship of Rabbi Shabtai
Slavaticki, who had a great influence
upon me. The sweetness of his smile
and the clarity of his words left a
powerful impression, and it was
there that my appearance as a
chassid began to take shape. While I
still didn’t dress in chassidic garb,
my inner essence was already
connected to the Rebbe with every
fiber of my soul.

“I traveled from Antwerp to Eretz
Yisroel, and enrolled at the ‘Lev’
Institute in Yerushalayim, where I
wanted to learn a trade that would
help me support a family, G-d
willing. 

“A visit to Brussels to see my
parents turned my life around. I
returned to Eretz Yisroel as a full-

fledged chassid in every respect,
including my outer wardrobe. This
strong inner feeling that
accompanied me all the years since
my early youth also took on a more
noticeable and external dimension. 

“It was during the month of
Tishrei, and I was celebrating
Simchas Torah in the Chabad
House. As all the other chassidim,
Rabbi Lasker drank a proper
quantity of ‘mashke’, and then he
approached me and said firmly,
‘Dovid! The time has come for you
to take a decisive step and close
matters. You know what a Rebbe is,
and you know what chassidus is.
Let’s go!’

“While he surprised me with his
directness, I answered him readily.
Under the effect of a ‘L’chaim’ or
two of my own, I replied that I have
already decided to stop ‘dancing at
two weddings’. I stated that right
after Simchas Torah, I would begin
to adhere to all Chabad customs and
modes of dress.

“The next day, when the effects
of the mashke had worn off, I found
myself in a state of tremendous
uncertainty. I remembered my
promise, but I wasn’t totally sure
that I could - or even wanted to -
implement it in practical terms. A
powerful war was waging in my
mind.

“I went around for a whole week
like a caged lion. I was constantly
engulfed by nagging questions: How
would I live my life? What type of
family do I want to raise? How do I
want to educate my children? A
week later, I no longer had any
doubts regarding the future of my
life. Even when I tell this story
today, I get chills up and down my
spine.

“On one of my first nights back
in Yerushalayim, I dreamed that I
was in ‘Beis Chayeinu’ and was
going in for ‘yechidus’ with the
Rebbe. The amazing thing was that
though I had never been to the
Rebbe before, the dream was clearly

identical to 770 in New York down
to the smallest detail. In my dream,
there was someone else in front of
me for ‘yechidus’, and then I
approached the Rebbe and asked
him a question – the nature of which
was unclear to me – and returned to
my place near the doorway, as I
prepared to leave the Rebbe’s room.
Suddenly, the Rebbe called my
name, gave me a piece of ‘mezonos’,
and asked that I make a bracha and
eat. I did as the Rebbe requested,
and then I was surprised when the
Rebbe took my hand and asked me
to sing a niggun. When I gathered
my wits about me, I began to sing
the niggun ‘V’Samachta
B’Chagecha’ with great fervor. The
Rebbe instructed me to dance, and
he even danced with me… When I
finished, I left the ‘yechidus’, and I
met Rabbi Lasker standing nearby as
I came out…

“I awoke from my sleep totally
covered in cold sweat. It took me
several minutes to realize I really
wasn’t in 770, rather in my bed at
the dormitory in the ‘Lev’ Institute
of Yerushalayim… The dream
seemed so real; it was obvious this
was not a case of ‘dreams speak
lies’. I realized that there was a
message here that the Rebbe wanted
to give me.

From that morning on, I decided
that I would be connected to the
Rebbe. I wrote the Rebbe a letter of
hiskashrus, and that week I bought a
fedora and suit.

SHLICHUS ON 
A SILVER PLATTER

After his marriage to his wife
Chana (nee Katorza) in 5753, the
couple took up residence in Beitar
Illit, where the fire of shlichus and
the desire to fulfill the Rebbe’s will
was kindled. Rabbi Rosenfeld started
by helping the previous shliach on
the Karmei Tzur settlement, Rabbi
Yitzchak Cohen. “Rabbi Cohen
made the first serious efforts on the
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settlement, and I assisted him in his
continual activities.

“Five years ago, Chaf-Zayin Adar
came out on Shabbos, and I found
myself sitting in shul filled with
gloomy thoughts. So many years
have passed since that dreadful day,
and what have I been doing to
hasten the hisgalus?

“These feelings disturbed me
very much and gave me no respite.
What would happen if the Rebbe
would come at this very moment and
ask me, ‘What did you do to hasten
the Redemption?’ What would I say
to him? I would face him with
shame and embarrassment. I would
undoubtedly run and hide out of
fear from the question. I spent that
entire Shabbos deeply troubled and
in a genuine state of apprehension.

“Yet, in a truly amazing manner,
G-d joined the good thought to
practical action. On Motzaei
Shabbos, I received a phone call
from Rabbi Cohen, who informed
me that he was planning on leaving
the settlement to take up a new
shlichus on the settlement of Karnei
Shomron, and then asked me if I
was interested in replacing him. I
was so stunned I could hardly speak.
I was in total shock. The Rebbe
perceived my feelings and gave me a
place of shlichus on a silver platter.
This was clearly an offer that I
couldn’t refuse. Naturally, I
consulted with my mashpia and my
wife, and they happily gave their
blessing. Thus, we set out on a new
path of shlichus.”

LOOKING FOR THE
INNER MEANING OF LIFE
AFTER THE EXPULSION

The main avoda of shlichus in
Karmei Tzur is classes in chassidus.
This is a very religious yishuv, where
all its residents observe Torah and
mitzvos. Thus, there is no need for
t’fillin and mezuzah activities, as
everyone does these things on their
own without the help of the Chabad

House, which merely has to give
periodic reminders of their
importance.

On Sunday, when we conducted
this interview, we found Rabbi
Rosenfeld meticulously preparing the
regular shiurim that he teaches
during the week on a variety of
subjects. There’s a Tanya class on
Sunday, and a class on the Rebbe’s
sichos in connection with the weekly
Torah portion on Wednesday. An
additional class in chassidus is given
by Rabbi Daniel Ariel for the new
immigrants from Peru.

All the classes take place in the
special kollel in operation on the
settlement for the study of the Beis
HaMikdash and the Redemption,
with which the shliach has developed
an excellent connection. “Recently,
during the Three Weeks, we
organized a joint lecture with Rabbi
Makover on the subject of the Beis
HaMikdash. In many of our
activities, they see eye to eye with us
on the importance of the concept,
and it’s a great pleasure to work
with them in a spirit of
cooperation.”

In addition to the general shiurim
in which certain local residents
participate regularly each week
without fail, there are also some
special “one-on-one” chavrusa

classes with the shliach on the
subject of faith and Jewish outlook.

As with many religious Zionist
settlements throughout Yehuda and
Shomron, there is also a tremendous
thirst on this settlement to learn the
teachings of chassidus. “This is a
very serious population, educated in
giving and showing care for all Jews.
The residents agreed to come out
and live on a desolate strip of land
and make it blossom, despite all the
hidden dangers involved in the
process. You can feel the pioneer
spirit of the people dwelling in Tzion
leading the way. There is no doubt
that the expulsion from Gush Katif
and the northern Shomron caused a
deep chasm and aroused certain
fundamental questions about the
ideology on which they had been
raised. They are looking for a
purpose and a sense of meaning to
their lives, and they find this in
chassidus.

“Chassidus provides the
seasoning that gives a new and
inspirational light in the mitzvos,
and they happily accept it and ask
for more. On every auspicious day
on the chassidic calendar, we bring
mashpiim, rabbanim, and lecturers
to bring spiritual strength to the
grateful residents. Recently, we
brought Rabbi Moshe Feller from

Rabbi Dovid Rosenfeld with his Daled Minim at the intersection

41BE IS MOSHIACH Issue 717

717:Beis Moshiach  09/11/2009  6:13 AM  Page 41



Minnesota, and he was most
impressed by what he saw. In turn,
the residents were equally impressed
that he had come all the way from

the United States and found the
time to visit a remote settlement and
support its people. Many of the
residents expressed their deep

appreciation, and this spurred an
increase in participation in our
Torah classes.”

Rabbi Rosenfeld customarily lists
the names of all those who
participate in a farbrengen or a
shiur, and then he places the list in a
volume of “Igros Kodesh”. “One of
the emotional high points of the year
is the farbrengen I hold on my
birthday, which takes place shortly
before I travel to 770 for the
International Shluchim Conference.
Naturally, I make a big farbrengen
on the yishuv and give all
participants the opportunity to write
down their personal requests, which
I will bring to the Rebbe. It is most
exciting every time I see how
seriously people relate to this matter,
just like lifelong chassidim with pure
and tremendous faith in the power
of the Rebbe. It’s amazing to see
how many of them write not just
about their personal concerns, but
also for the sake of the entire Jewish
People.”

[Continued next week iy”H]

AN ANSWER OF MONEY FROM HEAVEN
During the years of his shlichus, Rabbi Rosenfeld saw the Rebbe

closely accompanying him and providing his blissful assistance in
everything that he did. “In every action, great and small, we see clearly
how the Rebbe helps us beyond all measure and limitation.”

“One year right before Purim, I was faced with a serious budgetary
crisis. I tried to raise the necessary funds, but I failed to reach the
amount required to cover even a portion of our most vital expenses. I
wasn’t sure of what to do now, and I was worried about the many
soldiers and local residents waiting impatiently for our activities. I was
beside myself. 

“I sat down and put it all in writing, and then placed the letter
between the pages of a volume of ‘Igros Kodesh’. I didn’t open the
volume with any particular kavana. I imagined that the Rebbe would
‘give it to me over the head’ or calm me down, but what I asked for
was some real help, and not just words of encouragement. That
evening, when I had already forgotten about the whole thing, I pulled
out of my pocket the lottery ticket that I had recently bought and then
went over to the local lottery stand to see if my number had hit. It took
me a little while to absorb the fact that I had actually won – not first
prize, but an amount that was exactly enough for me to continue our
activities…”
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