




















HODU LA’HASHEM:

CHABAD IN
HODU (INDIA)

Interview by Avrohom Rainitz

Rabbi Betzalel Kupchik, “father of the

Shluchim in India,”

speaks about how

he came to shlichus in India, the people
they are reaching, and publicizing the
B’suras HaGeula. * Part 2 of 2

How did you end up in India?

In Shevat, 5756, one of the
regular participants at the shiur I
gave in Rosh Pina gave me a video
and said, “You have to watch this.”

It was a fifteen minute television
report about Israelis going to an
ashram in Poona. For a few seconds,
attention is drawn to one individual
among a group of Israelis wearing
robes, who has tzitzis peeking out
from beneath the garment. When the
reporter asked him, “What are you
doing here?” he said, “I came to tell
them that we have the Torah, G-d,
and the Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach.” Just like that, with
those words. The reporter concluded
by saying, “In Poona they are
waiting for the Rebbe.” When 1
heard that, I felt it was a personal
message from the Rebbe.

[ inquired about the bachur in
the video and found out that his
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name is Shai Avnon. He was in the
process of becoming a baal t’shuva
when he suddenly decided to go to
India because of an old promise he
made to a friend from the army, to
join him on a tour of India. He
wrote to the Rebbe about it and
opened to an answer that said: Since
you are going close to 24 Teives,
make a Chassidishe farbrengen in
the place you are going.

He was there for three weeks and
spread Judaism. He returned to
Eretz Yisroel but the television
program and the concluding words,
“In Poona they are waiting for the
Rebbe,” stayed in my mind. I felt
that the Rebbe had sent this to me
so that I would finally go on
shlichus.

I went to India for the first time
that Purim, together with Yahel
Dahan, a mekurav of Chabad who
had been in India before. We wrote

to the Rebbe and I opened to a letter
with a bracha for a happy Purim and
this instruction: Success in fulfilling
your role — “go and gather all the
Jews” — and explain to them that
they belong to the nation of
Mordechai who did not bend nor
bow to any foreign worship
including worship that is foreign to
the spirit of Yisroel Saba.

On that trip to Poona I saw what
precious neshamos are wandering
around in India. People who
wouldn’t consider entering a Chabad
house anywhere else were receptive
to doing so in India. I was excited
about this and began traveling there
for every Yom Tov. I traveled back
and forth for the next three years
until one day my wife suggested,
“Maybe we should go together on
shlichus to Poona?”

I told her that the main burden of
running the home and educating the
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children would fall on her because I
would be busy reaching out with
programs etc. and she said, “Let’s
try it for half a year.”

That’s how we ended up going
on shlichus a little late in life.

THE REBBE’S PLAN

From Mrs. Rochel Kupchik’s
diary:

... Three quarters of an hour later
the Lag B’Omer parade got
underway. The streets of Poona, that
are used to wedding processions and
processions having to do with their
avoda zara, stopped to watch the
unusual sight. People from the
Chabad house (actually, it was the
children because they are the
majority in quality and quantity)
were marching with other children
from the Jewish community. In front
of them marched an Indian orchestra

and behind them were our “floats”
decorated with signs and pictures of
the Rebbe - the car of the musicians
and the baby carriage of our Yigali;
every time I abandoned it in order to
straighten out the line of children,
some Indian made sure to push it
along.

The music sounded amazingly
similar to the music of Miron which,
as is known, has Arab strains mixed
into it. There were two short and
happy movements that kept repeating
... Our destination was the German
Bakery — the Israeli hangout. We
stood still to recite the p’sukim and
to proclaim Yechi, followed by a brief
Chassidic dance.

The cameras of many tourists,
Israelis and 'havdil goyim, captured
this unique sight of a holy parade on
these impure streets.

India is a huge country in
southern Asia. It is the seventh
biggest country in the world and the
second largest in population
following China, with over a billion
people who speak more than a
hundred languages. As a result,
India is also the largest democracy
in the world. Their coastline is over
7000 kilometers long and it has
borders with Pakistan, China,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, and Myanmar.

India is officially not a religious
country but most of the people
incline towards some religion. The
most popular religion is Hinduism,
which is followed, in its different
forms, by most of the population. In
India there is a large Moslem
minority.

India used to have a large Jewish
community, mainly in the
Mabharashtra region where the B’nei
Israel lived in Cochin and Bombay.
After 1948, most of the Jewish
community moved to Israel. Today,
only a few thousand Jews remain in
India.

It’s interesting that while the
Rebbe sent shluchim to all corners
of the globe, he never sent shluchim
to India, even though there were

Jews and even K’hillos there. This
point came up in conversation with
R Kupchik.

No, he does not claim to know
why the Rebbe does what he does,
but he offers this simple explanation:

Fifteen years ago there were
hardly any Jews in India. The local
Jews moved to Israel many years
earlier and very few were left. The
Rebbe once told the group of
shluchim to Australia to stop off in
India, but that was a one-time thing.

The thousands of Israeli tourists
who are all over India today weren’t
there fifteen years ago. In Eretz
Yisroel there was no Indian embassy
and if you wanted to go to India you
had to travel to Europe in order to
get a visa. There were no direct
flights from Israel to India and you
had to travel via Egypt.

Shortly before I went to India for
the first time, an Israeli embassy
opened in India and direct flights
began from Israel to India. Since
then, thousands of Israelis go to
India every week. The situation in
India is completely different now.

I’d like to point out that a few
years after | went on shlichus, Rabbi
Yekusiel Rapp brought me a Tanya
that had been printed in Poona. |
have no idea who printed it there but
I consider it the starting point of
Chabad in Poona, which means that
the Chabad house in Poona opened
ten years before we got there.

The pioneer in Chabad outreach
in India was Rabbi Nachman
Nachmanson. He started working
there following a sicha of the Rebbe
that was broadcast on the Chanuka
Live satellite on Chanuka 5752. The
Rebbe said that even in Calcutta,
India, they were watching the
broadcast. R Nachmanson went to
India and worked in Delhi for years.

Those, perhaps, may be the
technical reasons why the Rebbe
didn’t send shluchim to India. There
are spiritual reasons too. There is a
Gerrer Chassid who is a mashgiach
for a kashrus agency and comes to

BEIS MOSHIACH Issue 720 H



us often. He stayed with me for a
Shabbos and asked me to
accompany him on one of his stops.
I agreed to go with him on condition
that in the middle I would go to
Delhi to be at the 19 Kislev
farbrengen that would be taking
place there. He agreed.

In Heaven they wanted
otherwise. That evening, people
from the factory that he was
supposed to supervise came to our
room at the hotel and the meeting
took longer than anticipated, lasting
until one in the morning. At that
hour it was no longer possible to
make the flight and get to the
Chabad house for the 19 Kislev
farbrengen. The mashgiach felt bad
and said apologetically, “I should
have told them to leave so you
wouldn’t miss the 19 Kislev
farbrengen.”

Friday night he came to us
excitedly with an open volume of
Igros Kodesh. The letter he showed
me read, “It’s surprising that I did
not receive a report about the 19
Kislev farbrengen. I hope it was
merely an oversight in writing.
Otherwise, make it tomorrow.”

That Shabbos was 20 Kislev and
he exclaimed, “I couldn’t stop
thinking that it was because of me
that you didn’t attend the
farbrengen, but the Rebbe writes
that it’s not too late! You can make a
farbrengen now in honor of 19
Kislev.” We sat and farbrenged until
one in the morning.

The next day we sat down to
learn Chassidus, a shiur that takes
place every Shabbos morning.
Sometimes it’s Likkutei Torah and
sometimes the D’var Malchus.
Present was someone who had been
living in India for thirteen years, a
Leftist who never voted because
there was never a party “left”
enough for him. He comes every
Shabbos to hear “what the Alter
Rebbe says on the parsha.”

That week we learned the D’var
Malchus on Parshas VaYeishev. In
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the sicha, the Rebbe says that one of
the signs that the world is ready to
welcome Moshiach more than in
previous generations is the “tz’daka”
Hashem did with the Jewish people
by scattering them among the
nations. The goal is to “sift” the
sparks of holiness. The Rebbe says
that there are countries where it is
only lately that Jews have settled
there permanently and use the
customs and language of the
country. It’s all because of refining
these places so that even these
countries will be ready to welcome
Moshiach.

When we finished the shiur, the
mashgiach exclaimed, “What’s the
matter with you?! How come
nobody knows about this sicha of
the Rebbe? The Rebbe is explaining
here the idea of Chabad houses in
general and in India in particular,
that it’s in order to prepare the
world for Moshiach. The final
birurim are here. | am always
traveling back and forth to India and
I’'m not a Lubavitcher, but I know
that there is something heavenly
going on here. When | see right now
how, in Chabad houses in India, on
a regular basis, they use the
language and customs of the
country, | feel that these are the final
birurim.”

On Motzaei Shabbos he
requested to photocopy the sicha,
saying, “This is the Rebbe’s plan of
action.”

The Rebbe often says to check
something out by its results. When
you look today, you see that most of
the baalei t’shuva in Eretz Yisroel are
“graduates of India.” Why are they
coming here now? The answer is
because it’s the final moments before
Moshiach.

IT DEPENDS ON
HOW YOU LOOK AT IT

From the diary of Mrs. Rochel
Kupchik:
Sometimes, it seems, you need to

live without a sink in the kitchen in
order to appreciate a normal kitchen!

In the middle of working we ran
out of water. Afterwards I learned
where the pump is and how to use it..
Then the sink stopped working. The
eggs don’t come from the grocery
store and there are other mishaps. 1
try very hard to remain calm but
don’t know how I will ever finish on
time.

One day I went to the new house.
The kitchen was flooded a few inches
deep. Apparently there is a faucet for
water from the government (as
opposed to the water from the pump)
that provides water only at night.
What happened was, since no water
came out during the day we left it
open last night ...

Living conditions in Poona are
really difficult. It’s far from
civilization and everything comes
with difficulty — even the most basic
necessities are not viewed as basic.
Every single thing requires real
effort. There are difficulties with the
bureaucracy and the massive
corruption and the weather is
grueling and intensely humid.

If you read Mrs. Kupchik’s diary
years ago, you know about the
nearly impassable hurdles that make
it so hard for a non-Indian to live
there. Each day is a new miracle
which requires much heavenly
mercy.

How do you manage in a place
with sub-standard living
conditions?

It’s all in the head. The Chassid,
R’ Simcha Gorodetzky was in prison
for fifty days under harsh
interrogation. He went in healthy
and strong to the point that they said
he could uproot a tree with his
hands and he left a shadow of
himself. They shone powerful lights
into his face so he was unable to
sleep and thousands of mosquitoes
made him miserable.

When asked how he made it
through the ordeal he responded
simply, “The chapter of ‘Lhaskilcha



bina’ in Tanya which explains that
no evil descends from Above.” By
that he meant — the way someone
takes things has an impact on him.

If a person feels that tzaros have
descended on him, they are tzaros. If
you think “no evil descends from
Above,” then there are no tzaros.

As to your question, the main
difficulty is for my wife, who is in
the Chabad house all day and bears
the burden of feeding all the guests,
educating the children etc. She does
this quite well. Aside from that, after
so many years, you get used to it.

The part you can’t get used to is
the lack of a structured chinuch for
the children. The thing that keeps us
going is the Rebbe’s promise that the
children of shluchim are “on his
shoulders” (i.e. his responsibility).
We feel that their chinuch here is
stable and more secure than in any
organized Chabad community.

It’s hard to explain but you feel
that the Rebbe is protecting the
children.

Mendy, who is after K’'vutza
now, was the first to go to yeshiva
k’tana (i.e. high school) after living
in Poona for two years. Before he
went to yeshiva he had to take a test.
I called Rabbi Moshe Orenstein of
the Chabad yeshiva in Netanya and
asked that he test him over the
phone. He said it wasn’t just a test
of knowledge. “He spent two years
without a Chassidishe chevra.”

I suggested that he check him
out for himself on a trial basis. Now
our fourth son who grew up in
Poona is learning there. R* Orenstein
is amazed. R’ Naftali Mintzberg
from the yeshiva told me, “I don’t
have words to express how amazed |
am. Your children are from the best,
in learning, yiras Shamayim, and
socially.”

Nor do I understand how
children who spent most of their
childhood growing up far away from
a Chabad center were able to achieve
this if not for the Rebbe’s protection.

THE REBBE’S KOCHOS

From the diary of Mrs. Rochel
Kupchik:

When people heard about our
upcoming trip to India with the
whole family they were stunned: With
all of them? How will you manage?

Remember how you said
everything else aside, how will you
manage without childcare? And yet
here we are, all of us.

Okay, the oldest is no problem
since she is my right hand, or
actually, two right hands which
constantly hold little Yigal( who
prefers her to me these days...).
Mendy and Shlomi also help out by
shopping for vegetables, taking
clothes to the cleaners or the

neighborhood tailor to fix a tear in
the pants, cutting up a salad — the
children learned how to do it
themselves, and I'm talking about
large quantities.

As for the little ones and what
they can do on shlichus, they have a
role too! When we asked Devorah,
one of the tourists, what she finds
special at the Chabad house, she
immediately answered, “the
children.” A house is a “normal”
house with children and that’s reason
enough to bring them.

Yigal, a computer engineer, a nice
guy who isn’t religious, comes here
every night. He also said he comes
because of the children!

At the beginning of each meal,
the children announce: “Everybody
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wash!”

If I or another one of the adults
would stand near the faucet and
make sure to show each person how
to wash that would be “religious
coercion,” or in the best case
scenario, we would be viewed as
nudniks. But when seven year old
Moshiach does it (and he makes sure
each one says a bracha), they smile
because who would refuse a cute
child?

What is the daily routine of the
children?

After Shacharis, they learn from
the Seifer HaShlichus and from
sichos of the Rebbe. From their
questions we sense that they are
learning the sicha as though the
Rebbe is talking to them, not just as
abstract knowledge.

We once learned a sicha where
the Rebbe says that it’s no big deal
to go on shlichus to someplace
close. One of the children asked,
“How come the Rebbe is telling us
this — we went somewhere far!” He
didn’t think about the Rebbe saying
this to other people; the Rebbe was
speaking to him — who else?

Our youngest son who was born
in India has been reading since he’s
three. The biggest punishment you
can give them in our improvised
classrooms is to take them out of
class.

I remember that one time, when
we went to Eretz Yisroel, we arrived
in Tzfas at seven in the morning and
the children were in class by eight
o’clock, even before we had told the
principal that they were coming.
They simply wanted to be in school.

They spend much less time
learning than they do in Israeli
schools or in Crown Heights. Every
day they learn sichos of the Rebbe
and Chitas. They prepare a play
about a sicha. They understand the
structure of a sicha. They know the
question and the answer and how
the question fades away because of
the answer. No wonder, then, that
when they go to high school they get
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Newspaper headlines in India
about the arrest of the professor

100 on their in-depth Gemara tests.

They learn from a young age that
they don’t have a private life. They
don’t sit down to the Shabbos table
without making sure that other
people have a fork, wine etc. All this
makes them into mentschen.

When I'm giving shiurim and
someone walks into the Chabad
house and only our ten year old is
there, he offers the person t’fillin.
There was a doctor who had never
put on t'fillin. His grandfather was a
big rav but he never put on t’fillin.
Every year he would come to India
and we got to know one another but
he still refused to put on t'fillin.

One time, I went to him on
Sukkos and suggested he say a
bracha on the four minim. He
turned to me in surprise, “Betzalel,
you know that I say no.”

I said, “I thought that maybe
you’re a vegetarian and you have a
problem with t’fillin, but I hoped
that at least the four minim would be
okay ...” But he refused. Two days
later, my son Moshiach, who was
nine or ten, said that the man had
said the bracha on the minim with
him. When I asked him about it

afterwards, the man explained,
“How could I refuse a child?”

The Chabad house of Poona is an
inseparable part of our home. Our
life is outreach and outreach is our
life. This is the situation and the
children are growing up with it.

What is special about India that
people are more open there than
they are in Israel, where they are
so “anti” everything religious?

From a G-dly perspective we can
say that Hashem sent them to India
in order to enter a Chabad house
and get some Judaism, G-dliness,
Chassidus and Moshiach. They think
it’s their choice but really it’s
Hashem who guides us.

They travel to India for a
spiritual experience - this person
went for yoga and that one went for
meditation and so on. Avoda zara is
what brings them and they go from
that, l’havdil, to Judaism.

If you look at the people who go
to India, who are they? People don’t
go under normal circumstances. If
you go, you go for a month. If you
go for half a year, you have
problems.

Take, for example, Daniel Efrati,
a professor of philosophy and an
army major. He served as a strategic
advisor for Ehud Barak in the army
and a lecturer at the Open
University. He is an ardent Leftist.
When he was at the airport in India
they found a single bullet in his
luggage. He was arrested and stayed
in jail for a few days until his trial.

When we heard about this we put
a lot of effort and energy into getting
him released. He was sentenced to
house arrest at the Chabad house
with us taking responsibility for him.
He stayed with us for four months.

Before his arrest he dropped into
the Chabad house once, since he
was passing through the area. He
walked in and met my wife and said
he had come to India since he
wanted a job as a lecturer at the
university in Poona. He planned on
continuing to the airport by train but



my wife suggested that he fly and
even gave him the number of a travel
agent.

When they arrested him at the
airport he called the travel agent and
asked that we be informed about his
arrest. His situation, being arrested
for illegal weapons, is considered
serious in India. It was 45 degrees
Celsius (113 degrees Fahrenheit) in
his cell. There were another two
people there, one from Dubai and a
dying Indian. The cell was full of
rats and mosquitoes. He was weak
from thirst but was afraid to drink
the foul water. What kept him alive
was that he knew the Chabadnikim
wouldn’t let him die. He was afraid
that if we went on the Internet and
saw what he wrote against the
settlers, we wouldn’t lift a finger to
help him.

At his trial, the prosecutor argued
that the judge had no right to
consider any mitigating factors and
he must be sentenced to at least a
year in jail. In the meantime, he was
staying under house arrest at the
Chabad house. At first, I told him
that he needed Hashem’s bracha and
he should put on t'fillin. He agreed
to put on t'fillin as long as he was at
the Chabad house.

A few weeks later, | suggested
that he write to the Rebbe for a
bracha and having seen how people
received clear answers, he agreed.
The letter he opened to in the Igros
Kodesh was addressed to Benzion
Dinor, a Minister of Education in
Israel who had learned in Lubavitch
in his childhood. The Rebbe thanked
him for the book he sent him and
for the chapter about Tomchei
T’mimim. Then the Rebbe said, “If
you are still writing about this after
such a long time, this indicates that
it’s something strong within you but
you are trying to resist. I hope you
will influence others.”

The professor was very moved by
this and told me for the first time
that he had learned in yeshiva in the
past.

In the meantime, things were
postponed again and again and he
wanted to return to Israel. I advised
him to write again, and this time to
commit to doing something. He
committed to love everyone and help
people. (After he was released, he
told his story on television and said,
“We talk about universal love but
usually it’s just talk. I saw people
who actually do it. It changed my
entire perspective. It will take some
more months to rebuild my
perspective. Which of my Tel Avivian
friends would say to me: ‘Come on
in, drink, eat, sleep and make
yourself comfortable?’”)

He wrote again and came to me
afterwards, in turmoil. As a military
strategist and expert in theoretical
math, he decided to take a different
volume of Igros Kodesh. He took
another volume at random and it
opened to precisely the same letter.

He said excitedly, “Statistically
speaking, out of this number of
volumes, with three hundred or so
pages in each, the likelihood that 1
would open to a clear answer is
such-and such, but that I should
open to the same answer again?
That’s one in several millions!”

For a while he had to present

himself at the police station twice a
week, on Mondays and Shabbos.
Throughout his stay at the Chabad
house, he kept Shabbos. My wife
encouraged him, “Tell the judge that
you’re Jewish and you can’t travel on
Shabbos.” His lawyer agreed to give
it a try.

They discussed it for half an
hour in Indian and then the judge
told him to stand up and asked,
“What religion are you?”

“Jewish,” he answered. It dawned
on him that this was the first time in
his life that he was identifying as a
Jew - he had always said he was
Israeli. In the end, the judge
absolved him completely of having to
show up twice a week.

One of the last letters that he
wrote to the Rebbe was after 15 Av.
The letter he opened to said that
since it was after 15 Av, we were
approaching the month in which the
King is in the field and the 13
Attributes of Mercy begin to
illuminate and things will work out.
But you have to remember that it
happens slowly.

I told him, “It says here that it’s
over - you are going free - but it will
take time. He was released at the
beginning of Elul. He was officially
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released for only one month due to
heart problems and because his
mother was old. He left a deposit of
$2000 and said, “The judge and I
both know I won’t be coming back.

He left behind all his belongings
except for t'fillin, which he puts on
every day. He spoke at R* Zimroni
Tzik’s gathering for outreach
activists and said, “I can’t
understand why I even made this
journey. It was a delusional trip.”

When we met again in Israel he
told me that he often relates this
story to his friends. People in his
circles listen to him tell them about
the Rebbe and answers in the Igros
Kodesh.

He himself openly says that he
doesn’t understand why he went to
India, but things happen differently
than what we expect. “It’s a shame
this didn’t happen to me thirty years
ago,” he concludes.

2

PRESENTING
THE TOPIC OF
MOSHIACH AND GEULA

From the diary of Mrs. Rochel
Kupchik:

They once said in jest, a shliach
of the Rebbe has an advantage over
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Moshe Rabbeinu because about
Moshe it says that nobody knows
where he is buried while a shliach’s
place is known —he’s buried (his
place of shlichus).

It’s not easy for me to think that
way because India is a “real
graveyard.” So I hold on to the fact
that the Rebbe promised prophetically
that “hinei zeh Moshiach ba, u’kvar
ba.” So the “burial” is only
temporary. Moshiach is already here
and we are all in Tzfas, for it says
that Moshiach will be revealed in the
Galil.

I have the feeling that this year
everybody went to the Rebbe for
Tishrei except for us, who are far
away.

Although India is so far from
anything Jewish, anybody who
knows you knows that Moshiach
takes center stage in your outreach.
How do you go about it?

On the roof of our Chabad house
there’s a big sign with Yechi. Inside
is a big sign with the p’sak din of the
rabbanim that the Rebbe is
Moshiach. R’ Zimroni says, “If you
can’t talk about it, put up signs. The
wall doesn’t blush. The paper isn’t
embarrassed.”

Do people accept it?

Usually, there is only a problem
with those from a national religious
background. As my wife once put it,
“is the yehi ratzon that the Beis
HaMikdash be rebuilt more
reasonable to accept than the Rebbe
being Moshiach? What normal
person is ready to accept the idea
that the mosque will be removed
from the Temple Mt. and replaced
with a Beis HaMikdash? How
realistic is that?”

Shabbos is usually a good time to
talk about Geula (though each
Shabbos is another story. You have
to use common sense to know when
you can talk and when you can’t.
Sometimes there are families with
small children, which makes
discussion harder. Sometimes there
are lighthearted tourists that just
want to sing the whole time). I start
by saying I’chaim — Yechi. We put
the words of Yechi to some of the
songs that we sing.

Religious boys come with
questions about the Rebbe being
Moshiach and I show them the p’sak
din. I say, “Look, I'm no big maven
but there are 200 rabbis here who
signed. You can talk to them and ask
them. Here, is the son of Rabbi
Ovadia Yosef good enough for you?
Here’s his telephone number ...”

Some people really want to know
so we sit down and learn together. |
remember that one year, a guy with
a knitted yarmulke came with his
wife on Erev Yom Kippur. Yom
Kippur night he started a taanis
dibbur. His wife said that on Rosh
HaShana they had been at the
Chabad house in Dramsala and they
had heard that the Rebbe Rayatz
said to minimize speech, so her
husband decided to do that on Yom
Kippur.

On Motzaei Yom Kippur he had
complaints about Chabad. His main
issue was about the time for
davening. I responded, “The Rebbe
knows the Shulchan Aruch better
than both of us and he davens at
ten, so that’s good enough for me.”



I had to go away for two days, on time, I could possibly end up at davening there? Because they got up

and when [ returned, my eight year ~ avoda zara ...” late and if not for Chabad they
old son said to me in horror, “Do He was a serious fellow and he would be embarrassed to walk into a
you know what happened? That got the message and deleted the shtibel and would daven at home.
guest took pictures of the avoda zara  pictures from his camera. I said to They feel comfortable in Chabad.”
parade! I told him it’s not allowed him half jokingly, “You should know What I’'m saying is that the topic
but he continued taking pictures and  that our Rebbe is a real Oheiv of Geula and the identity of
said, ‘shtuyot’.” Yisroel. He foregoes all of Olam Moshiach has to be presented

At suppertime [ said to the guest, Haba of the Chassidim for Klal matter-of-factly and that is how it
“For two days now I’ve been Yisroel. Go to any Chabad shul in will be accepted. If people ask
uncomfortable about our not religious areas and you will see that ~ questions because they really want to
davening on time, but now I'm calm  half of the people davening there know, you can sit and learn with
because I see that if | would daven aren’t Lubavitchers. Why are they them.
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19 kislev

FIGHTING
FIRE WITH...
WELLSPRINGS

By Rabbi Yosef Karasik
Rav Beit Chefer-Emek Chefer

The Mitteler Rebbe’s frightening dream
about the meeting between the three
Fathers of Chassidus. * Presented for
the Chag HaChagim — Yud-Tes Kislev —
and to mark one year since the
massacre at the Chabad house in

Bombay.

FRIGHTENING DREAM

Early one morning, the Mitteler
Rebbe hurried to his saintly father,
the Alter Rebbe, in great distress.
Worriedly, he recounted his
frightening dream:

He saw a broad river whose
waters were clear and flowed
rapidly. The river divided into many
tributaries and in each of the
streams the water flowed swiftly yet
smoothly, without waves.

Two men approached the river,
one tall and one a bit shorter, both
dressed in long garments. The tall
man had one leg that was thicker
than the other. At some distance to
these two men stood a group of
people. He observed his father, the
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Alter Rebbe, approaching the two
men.

A small piece of wood was in the
river and the short man instructed
the tall man to get on the raft and
travel on it. When he stepped on to
the raft, it began to sink and the
waters of the river began to rise until
part of his body was submerged in
the water. Then the situation
changed and the water descended
and the raft rose up, only to reverse
again a few moments later. The
situation changed again and again,
with the water and raft rising and
falling. Finally, the short man told
the tall man to get off the raft and
return to the land. The three men,
the Alter Rebbe and the other two,

stood together.

Two of the men who stood at a
distance from them and the river
walked towards the river but
immediately went back. This
happened a few times until they
finally went off into the distance and
disappeared from the horizon.

Then the Alter Rebbe linked arms
with the two men with him, with the
short man in the center, the tall man
to his left and the Alter Rebbe to his
right. The three of them began
walking towards another, wider
river. The water was made up of
different colors and flowed very
rapidly and the waves were high and
powerful and continued to grow in
strength until they burst forth from
the banks and flooded the
surrounding fields. In those places
there developed small streams of
water that slowly penetrated into the
ground and the earth began to
sprout and bring forth fruit trees.

The short man told the Alter
Rebbe to board a raft and the Alter
Rebbe did so and began to walk on
it. When he reached the edge of the
raft he wanted to push it further but
the short man instructed him to
return to dry land, adding, “With
the power of these waves you can
also go through waves of fire.”

That was the Mitteler Rebbe’s
dream. When he woke up he ran in
dread to his father, the Alter Rebbe,
and told him the frightening vision
he had seen.

SEVEN DETAILS IN THE
FRIGHTENING DREAM

There were many images and
ideas in this dream.

1- A river flowing rapidly,
dividing into tributaries. The water
remains within the banks and there
are no waves.

2- The Alter Rebbe meets two
majestic figures and one of the two
men endured many tribulations, ups



and downs, in the river.

3- Two other majestic figures,
not clearly seen, approach and then
move away from the river. They
disappear.

4- When those two figures
disappear, the Alter Rebbe and the
two other central figures join hands
in embrace with the Alter Rebbe on
the right, and they walk together to
a mighty river with variegated water.

5- When they reach this river
there are mighty waves which rush
by and break forth over the banks
and water the ground, creating small
pools and streams.

6- The earth watered by the river
brings forth fruit trees.

7- The Alter Rebbe enters the
river and rides on a raft and is
blessed that his raft, with the power
of the waves, will withstand and
vanquish waves of fire.

THE MEANING
OF THE DREAM

After a heartfelt Shacharis
accompanied by bitter tears, the
Mitteler Rebbe was ready to hear the
Alter Rebbe’s interpretation of the
dream.

1- The waters of the river that
divide into many tributaries while
remaining within the banks
symbolize the holy Torah before the
revelation of the Baal Shem Tov. The
Torah, which is compared to water,
spread among the g’dolei ha’Torah
but it did not break forth to the
masses, to those situated outside the
walls of the beis midrash. The waters
are clear but they lack the waves, the
energy and enthusiasm of Chassidim
and baalei t’shuva.

2- The two majestic figures are
the founders of Chassidus. The
shorter man is the Baal Shem Tov
and the other is his disciple, the
Maggid of Mezritch (whose leg was
swollen). The tribulations undergone
by the Maggid by order of his
master represent his delving into the
study of Chassidus, and the river
breaking off into streams represents

the spreading of Chassidus to all the
disciples of the Baal Shem Tov and
the Maggid, all the teachers of
Chassidus and the tzaddikim of the
forthcoming generations.

3- The Alter Rebbe did not
identify the two figures who
approached the river and then
vanished from sight. They were
likely g’dolei ha’Torah, possibly the
teachers of the Baal Shem Tov, one
of them being Achiya HaShiloni.

4- The embrace of the three
majestic figures, the three Fathers of
Chassidus, represents the
transmission of the teachings and
the crown of Chassidus from the
Baal Shem Tov to his disciple, the
Maggid, and from him to the Alter
Rebbe. The second enormous river
towards which they walk is a
manmade river, a river created by
the tears of the baalei t’shuva who
regret their sins, and were moved to
return to their Father in Heaven with

Inclination which tries to burn and
destroy a Jew’s avodas Hashem.
With the power of the wellsprings of
Chassidus, the fire of the Evil
Inclination is cooled, and with the
force of the waves of Toras
HaChassidus, the Jew is elevated to
higher and higher levels.

Perhaps the significance of the
Alter Rebbe’s raft remaining in place
and not moving forward by order of
the Baal Shem Tov, represents the
fact that much later, especially in the
Rebbe’s generation, there has been
an even greater breakthrough in the
teachings of Chassidus whether in
revealing much greater secrets or in
revelations in very distant, lowly
places.

TERRIBLE FIRE

One year ago, in the terrorist
attack on Bombay, the fire took on
additional significance. This fire is

That was the Mitteler Rebbe’s dream.
When he woke up he ran in dread to his
father, the Alter Rebbe, and told him the

frightening vision he had seen.

the power of Chassidus. This river
has many colors, representing the
many paths of t’shuva.

5- The waves breaking forth onto
the dry land symbolizes the
spreading of the wellsprings of
Chassidus, and the pools of water
which they create are the Chabad
houses and centers of Torah and
Chassidus around the world which
make the dry land bloom.

6- The blossoming trees
represent returning in t’shuva in
distant places where the wellsprings
of Torah and Chassidus were not to
be found previously.

7- The Alter Rebbe’s raft
triumphs over the waves of fire,
representing the power of Chassidus
to vanquish the fire of the Evil

the enemy of humanity, of Judaism,
and of Chassidus, and it seeks to
eradicate, heaven forbid, the holy
work of the river of G-d. But the fire
will not be successful. They cannot
eliminate holiness, thanks to the
three Fathers of Chassidus, together
with the other Rebbeim until our
Rebbe. With their strength we go out
and conquer the world and fill it
with the waters of the roaring river
of Toras HaChassidus.

We see that since the massacre at
the Chabad house, not only hasn’t
Chassidus been weakened; on the
contrary, it has flourished. May we
see the completion of “when your
wellsprings spread forth” with the
true and complete Geula.

Source: Likkutei Dibburim
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THE MASHPIA
OF BRUNOY

The subject of his farbrengens revolved
around the demand to be involved in
avoda and iskafia just as they were
demanded of the T°’mimim in Russia.
He did not recognize changes in time
and generations. He demanded of the
T’'mimim no less than what was

demanded by

the

mashpiim in

Lubavitch in days gone by. * We present
excerpts from the book “Oveid Elokim,”
a biography of the mashpia, R’ Nissan

Nemenov a’’h.

For nearly sixty years R* Nissan
Nemenov was the mashpia in
yeshivas Tomchei T’mimim. For
thirty-five of those years he was
mashpia and menahel of yeshivas
Tomchei T’mimim in Brunoy, a
town near Paris. Throughout that
time he educated generations of
T’mimim, ovdei Hashem, and true
mekusharim to the Rebbeim.

He highly esteemed all those
who had learned in yeshivas
Tomchei T’mimim, even for a
short time. He would say to the
talmidim in Brunoy, “Do you see
R’ Yisroel Noach [Blinitzky]? He
learned in Lubavitch for only a
year and a half and that was
enough for him to grow into such
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a great Chassid. And you, who
have the z’chus to learn so many
years in Tomchei T’mimim, what
will you get out of it? You have to
utilize all the kochos and
hashpaos, the brachos and
hamshachos that you are given
through the founders of the
yeshiva, our Rebbeim, in order to
be T’mimim deserving of the
name.”

At the Seudas bris mila of his
grandson, R’ Dovid Abba Pewzner,
R’ Nissan declared:

“The Gemara says, ‘If the early
ones [i.e. the great men of earlier
generations] are like angels, we are
like men. If the early ones are like
men, we are like donkeys, etc.” We

are witnesses to the descent of the
generations and we see how the
world is in a spiritual decline,
generation after generation. That
was true until the Rebbe Rashab
established yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim, for since then there is
something new, ‘one generation to
the next praises your work.” Each
subsequent generation of talmidim
of Tomchei T’mimim is finer than
its predecessor. In other words, a
Tamim son of a Tamim is greater
than a Tamim whose father was
not a Tamim, and certainly the son
of a Tamim who is the son of a
Tamim who is the grandson of a
Tamim ...”

Rabbi YY Wilschansky, rosh
yeshivas Tomchei T’mimim
Lubavitch in Tzfas, relates:

“At my bar mitzva, R’ Nissan
farbrenged and strongly
emphasized this point, ‘You are a
Tamim, son of a Tamim, grandson
of a Tamim.” At that time there
weren’t many who could boast
such lineage, but I had the good
fortune that both my grandfathers
learned in Tomchei T’mimim.”

CHASSIDUS IS A WAY
OF LIFE, NOT HASKALA

His approach to learning
Chassidus was that you have to
thoroughly learn the simple
meaning of the maamer and review
it again and again until the content
of the maamer is etched on your
brain. He would expound on the
inyanim of avoda in a maamer, but
was not inclined to explain the
deep haskala topics that appear
therein.

One of his talmidim recalls that
when they learned the maamer,
“Adam Ki Yakriv” from Likkutei
Torah with him, there was one
shiur where R’ Nissan read only
two lines and explained their
significance in terms of avodas
Hashem for over half an hour.
After the shiur this talmid pointed



out how little they covered and R’
Nissan replied, “That is how | was
taught in my youth and that is how
I teach. Chassidus isn’t haskala but
a way of life.”

Since Chassidus was, to him,
primarily instructions in how to
serve Hashem, he urged even
young boys to learn a tremendous
amount of Chassidus. R’
Mordechai [Mottel] Kozliner a”’h
said, “When we were young
bachurim, R’ Nissan taught us
maamarim in a relatively deep way,
in his style, for four hours in a
row! Some distinguished
Chassidim were annoyed by this,
thinking it beyond the boys’
capabilities, but R’ Nissan

maintained, ‘As long as it’s
possible to learn Chassidus, they
should learn ... Who knows what
the future may bring? The learning
they do now will fortify them with
yiras Shamayim.’”

This became his standard both
in Russia and in France. From the
day the boys began studying
Chassidus he demanded that the
maamarim that they learned be
engraved in their minds and
hearts. He emphasized
memorization. R Sholom Dovber
Labkovsky, Rosh Kollel in Kfar
Chabad, relates:

“At his farbrengens he would
demand that when we walked in
the street we should review the

chapters of Tanya that we knew by
heart or the maamer that we were
currently learning. In the period
before our bar mitzva we began
learning the maamer, “Adam Ki
Yakriv,” in Likkutei Torah and I
remember that when I walked in
the street with my friend, R’
Avrohom Boruch Pewzner, we took
turns with each other reviewing by
heart a piece of that maamer.”

R’ YY Kalmanson, rosh yeshiva
of Tomchei T’mimim in New
Haven, relates:

“R’ Nissan strongly emphasized
learning maamarim by heart. He
would call over a bachur at the end
of the week or even on Shabbos
morning and instruct him to
review a maamer on Shabbos after
Mincha. If the bachur protested
that it was too late and he did not
have time to prepare a maamer, R’
Nissan would ask in surprise,
‘Don’t you have even one maamer
memorized? What do you daven
with?” He would say this in an
unaffected manner and it was part
of the chinuch he gave us. Every
bachur knew that he had to have a
maamer engraved in his mind - if
only in case next Shabbos R’
Nissan would call him over and
ask him to chazer a maamer.”

As with all his expectations of
the talmidim, this demand was
accepted by the bachurim primarily
because they knew that R’ Nissan
himself knew by heart the
maamarim that he learned. R YY
Wilschansky relates:

“When he was present in the
zal as the mashgiach while we
learned Chassidus, he would often
sit and learn “Hemshech 5666” (at
that time it was still on plain,
typewritten pages). If you watched
him you saw that he was reviewing
the maamer by heart. Sometimes
he would glance around at the
bachurim, noticing who was
learning and who needed a
comment, and in the meantime he
continued to murmur the words of
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R’ Nissan Nemenov (left) with R’ Yisroel Noach Blinitzky

the maamer. We observed that he
had mastered the entire maamer by
heart.”

He also knew the “Shoresh
Mitzvas HaT’filla” in Derech
Mitzvosecha by heart, as he himself
admitted on a rare occasion. The
mashpia, R’ YY Gurevitz, relates:

“R’ Nissan once told us that
when he was mashgiach in
Tomchei T’mimim in Russia, they
would learn Chassidus Friday
evening for about four hours.
Between the extra tiredness that
often assails a person on Friday
night, the lateness of the hour and
the difficulty of learning for four
consecutive hours, it happened
that a bachur fell asleep.

“As a consequence, R’ Nissan
told him to chazer the entire
“Shoresh Mitzvas HaT filla” by
heart. He told him to work on this
only during the Friday night
s’darim so that he would be
constantly involved with reviewing
the maamer and wouldn’t fall
asleep. ‘Then I thought to myself,’
said R’ Nissan, ‘How can you give
such a penalty to a bachur when
you yourself haven’t mastered it?
And so I learned the “Shoresh
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Mitzvas HaT’filla” by heart.””

The way it worked in Brunoy
was that before the age of 12 the
bachurim did not begin to learn
Chassidus, not even Tanya. R’ YY
Pewzner (son of R’ Hillel) recalled:

“I turned twelve in Kislev, but
my class was not due to start
learning Tanya until after Pesach.
Together with two other classmates
who had already turned twelve, we
asked R’ Nissan to start teaching
us Tanya so we could get a taste of
it. R* Nissan agreed under a few
conditions, mainly that it be a
secret. We accepted his conditions
and one day he called us to his
house for a Tanya shiur. We sat on
one of the beds in the bedroom
(they were army folding cots) and
he sat on the other and we began
to learn Tanya.

“I’ll never forget how he taught
us chapter one of Tanya. He
brought alive the topics spoken
about in Tanya to such an extent
that we left the shiur with the
feeling that we had discovered a
new world. With that shiur he
definitely succeeded in causing us
to completely lose a taste for
gashmius. When he got to the part

at the beginning of the second
page where it talks about bittul
Torah, he cried so much that the
three of us also burst into tears.”

He was a stickler for young
bachurim knowing the first twelve
chapters of Tanya by heart. R’
Yitzchok Goldberg, rosh yeshiva of
Tomchei T’mimim in Migdal
HaEmek, relates:

“The demand to study Tanya by
heart was immutable for him. By
your bar mitzva you had to have
the first twelve chapters
memorized. | remember that about
two months before my bar mitzva |
was still up to chapter ten or
eleven and R’ Nissan told me, ‘As
long as you haven’t mastered the
twelve chapters, do not begin
learning the bar mitzva maamer

1

ALWAYS REMEMBER
THAT YOU ARE A
SERVANT OF G-D

He demanded of the talmidim
absolute kabbalas ol in everything.
One of the aphorisms he would
repeat is an expression that
appears in the sichos of the Rebbe
Rayatz, “A Yid is a kabbalas ol’nik;
a kabbalas ol'nik is a Yid.” He
would repeat this line again and
again at farbrengens until it
penetrated his listeners’ hearts.

R YY Kalmanson related:

“R’ Dovid Deitsch a”h told me
that he learned in Tomchei
T’mimim in Nevel when R’ Nissan
was the mashgiach there. R’
Nissan once noticed him sitting
with one foot over the other and
he remarked, ‘What prikas ol that
is! How does a bachur sit with
such breitkait with one foot over
the other?” To R’ Nissan, if you
constantly remember that you are a
servant of Hashem, you can’t
possibly sit in that relaxed manner.
This stayed with R* Dovid
throughout the years.”

[To be continued be”H]





