























court case. As the Rebbe explained
so many times, especially on Zos
Chanuka 5746, what happened was
similar to the Alter Rebbe’s
experience in Petersburg in that it
reflected the larger, spiritual struggle
going on up Above. The court
victory was a vindication of the
Rebbe shlita’s path for the seventh
generation, which will culminate
when the revelation of the Divine
presence is completely brought back
to earth. The entire world must be
filled with G-dliness, even the lowest
and most extraneous levels, “below
which there is nothing lower.” Every
tool at man’s disposal, every
gimmick ever invented — from the
Internet and videos to the billboards
in Times Square — must proclaim
the truth of Moshiach and
Redemption.

In the same way that the Alter
Rebbe’s incarceration was a
reflection of the spiritual kitrug
against him, so too do the
accusations against Lubavitch
continue in our time. Although the
charges are easily refuted, the Rebbe
noted that the fact that G-d allowed
the charges to be levelled indicates
that there is something we can learn
from them. The lesson, of course, is
that Lubavitch needs even more
activism, above and beyond what has
already been accomplished.

The Alter Rebbe greatly
expanded Chabad Chassidus after
Petersburg far beyond what came
before. Similarly, the Rebbe shlita
announced after Hei Teives that a
new time and a new period had
begun, in which nothing else
remained except to prepare for
Moshiach. (The Rebbe clarified that
he didn’t mean everything else we
were doing should stop, but that all
our actions should be permeated
with Moshiach and Geula.) And if
someone should claim that these are
“wild words,” the Rebbe said at the
time, there is nothing to worry to
about, for the words are true
according to Toras Emes. The truth

must be stated loudly and clearly,
without fear of what the world might
say, especially since the world is
ready to hear it. When these words
will be said pleasantly yet
emphatically, people will accept
them.

Furthermore, the Rebbe
continued in the same sicha, when
there are those who claim that “the
eulogizers have eulogized and the
embalmers have embalmed,” they
must be told the true reality
according to Toras Emes, and there
is nothing to fear from their
reaction. When something is true
according to Torah, it must be
stated. Over the next few weeks the
Rebbe gradually expounded upon
this theme even more. The Rebbe
had spoken previously about the
need to finish polishing the buttons;
now the Rebbe told us that they
were already polished. Every
farbrengen was filled with references
to Moshiach and Geula, and even
the form of the sichos kodesh
changed (as the Rebbe pointed out
on Purim 5747).

Everything seemed to acquire
increased momentum and urgency,
especially after the histalkus of
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka, o.b.m.,
on Chaf-Beis Shvat 5748. On Chaf
Beis Shvat 5752, the Rebbe again
referred to a new period beginning
with the Rebbetzin’s passing. And on
Yud Shvat 5750, the Rebbe spoke
about the new era after 40 years of
nesius, when “G-d has given you a
heart to understand and eyes to see
and ears to hear.”

Then on 28 Nissan 5751 came
the famous plea to “do all in your
power,” which the Rebbe continued
to expound upon through 5752,
culminating in the Rebbe’s address
to the Kinus HaShluchim in 5752:
“The only thing that remains in the
service of shlichus is to greet
Moshiach Tzidkeinu in actuality.”
And in 5753 and 5754, the Rebbe
publicly encouraged the declaration
of “Yechi Adoneinu Moreinu
v’Rabbeinu Melech HaMoshiach
I'olam va’ed.” On countless
occasions the Rebbe described our
times as a new era. What he expects
of us at present has also been laid
out quite clearly.

Each of us must search his soul
and ask himself the following: Even
assuming that I'm on the level of a
Reb Itche Der Masmid, and my life
is completely taken up with avodas
Hashem and mivtzaim, how would |
answer if the Rebbe looked me in
the eye and asked me bluntly, “Bistu
meiner?”... Ayeka — where are you —
we must demand of ourselves. Do |
truly belong to the Rebbe? Am 1
marching forward with him toward
wherever he will lead me? Or am |
straggling behind, still juggling all
the peklach of an earlier era... By
focusing on “the only service that
remains,” we will merit the
immediate revelation of the Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach. And together
we will all proclaim in his presence:
Yechi Adoneinu Moreinu
V’Rabbeinu Melech HaMoshiach
Lolam Va’ed!
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THE MASHPIA
OF BRUNOY

The subject of his farbrengens revolved
around the demand to be involved in
avoda and iskafia just as they were
demanded of the T°’mimim in Russia.
He did not recognize changes in time
and generations. He demanded of the
T’'mimim no less than what was
demanded by the mashpiim in
Lubavitch in days gone by. * We present
excerpts from the book “Oveid Elokim,”
a biography of the mashpia, R’ Nissan

Nemenov a”h. * Part 2 of 2

[Continued from last issue]

Just as he demanded kabbalas
ol of the talmidim, he also
demanded utter obedience to the
hanhala of the yeshiva with no
compromises. In the early years of
the yeshiva in Brunoy, one of the
T’mimim veered somewhat from
the Chassidic path and got
engaged to a modern girl. R’
Nissan told the bachurim not to go
to his wedding. At that time, there
were some older bachurim, alumni
of Tomchei T’mimim, who were
not officially part of the yeshiva
but would visit the yeshiva
occasionally. A few of them went
to the wedding. At the next
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farbrengen, when R’ Nissan
noticed them there, he asked them
to leave since they had gone to the
wedding against his orders.
Chastised, the bachurim got up
and left, and everybody in the
yeshiva got the message loud and
clear.

There was an American boy
who went to learn in Brunoy but
he didn’t like it since the discipline
was so strict. He went to R’ Nissan
and told him, “I don’t want to
remain here.” R’ Nissan censured
him sharply, “What is ‘I’ and what
is ‘want” and where did you get the
idea of ‘don’t?””

He was extremely particular
about the times for s’darim in

yeshiva. And just as he demanded
it of the bachurim, he demanded it
of himself. R YY Belinov, rav of
central B’nei Brak, says:

“I don’t recall a single study
period where R’ Nissan was
supposed to be the mashgiach and
he wasn’t present. He never left in
the middle of the night session to
attend a simcha etc. even if the
weddings were of his best talmidim
who were very close to him.
Leaving zal in the middle was
completely out of the question for
him. For this reason, in my time
there were hardly any weddings in
Paris that R* Nissan attended
because the Chassidus study
session ended close to ten at night
and by the time he would get to
Paris the wedding would be over.
Those who wanted R’ Nissan to
attend their weddings would make
the chuppa in the yard of the
yeshiva in Brunoy and the meal
would be served in the Beis Rikva
hall in the nearby town of Yerres.”

GIVING THE
REBBE NACHAS

The Rebbe exhorted him in
yechidus to devote himself to his
talmidim, and he heeded this
injunction well. R* YY Chitrik
related:

“When I was a talmid in 770,
R’ Nissan came to the Rebbe for
Yud-Tes Kislev. After he had
yechidus it was announced that he
would farbreng. The bachurim
crowded into the zal upstairs to
hear what the Rebbe had told him
in yechidus. A pyramid was
constructed the length and breadth
of the beis midrash and I got a
place in one of the corners.

“R’ Nissan walked in with his
face very red and he sat down. We
stood crowded together, trying to
hear something new. R’ Nissan
began to say an introduction to the
yechidus and then a niggun, then a
story, then a niggun. It was getting



late and there was another thought
with another niggun but the main
thing was missing. What did the
Rebbe tell him?

“Finally, R> Nissan said, ‘1
asked the Rebbe: What should 1
think about when reciting the
bedtime Shma?’ (I thought of
many possible answers that would
be fitting for an oveid like him, but
he went on to say): ‘The Rebbe
answered with three words, ‘oif di
talmidim’ (about the talmidim).”

In the middle of the night or
towards morning, R’ Nissan would
make the rounds of the dormitory
and observe the bachurim as they
slept. If he noticed that a bachur
was not sleeping on his left side or
that his yarmulke had fallen off
and surely if he had forgotten to
prepare negel vasser, the bachur
would hear about it from him
personally the next morning.

He demanded that the talmidim
give the Rebbe nachas. R* Sholom
Dovber Labkovsky related:

“Each time he traveled to the
Rebbe, he would ask the bachurim
in yeshiva to make good hachlatos
like learning additional chapters of
Tanya by heart, learning additional
maamarim, etc. so he could give
the Rebbe good news. I remember
that before the Rebbe’s 70th
birthday, R’ Nissan asked the
bachurim to learn things by heart
and one bachur committed to
memorizing 70 chapters! We
worked very hard on this. We went
to sleep listening to a tape of
chapters of Tanya and in the
morning we got up early and went
to zal to study by heart. We did it
word for word, precisely, as R’
Nissan accustomed us.”

When he visited 770, there
were times that the Rebbe sent
bachurim to consult with him
about spiritual matters. R Moshe
Groner a”h related:

“l once asked the Rebbe some
questions in yechidus and the
Rebbe told me that R’ Nissan had

R’ Nissan (left) farbrenging with Chassidim

As long as it’s possible to learn
Chassidus, they should learn ... Who
knows what the future may bring? The
learning they do now will fortify them
with yiras Shamayim.’

been here but he had gone to
Montreal for a few days and would
return to New York the following
week. He said I should consult
with him about specific things I
had asked.”

There were talmidim who
learned in Brunoy and then moved
on to learn in 770. When they
needed to consult with a mashpia
they would write to R’ Nissan. The
mashpiim in 770 said this wasn’t
right because they were learning in
770 and should consult the
mashpiim there, but the talmidim
said this was hard for them
because they had a deep, soul
connection with R* Nissan. When
they told the Rebbe he accepted
this.

In general, R* Nissan held that
traveling to the Rebbe required
special preparations and one

shouldn’t just go to the Rebbe in
the middle of the year, but there
were exceptions. R* YY Pewzner
related:

“Since 11 Nissan, 1972, I went
twice a year to the Rebbe, in
Tishrei and Nissan. One time |
decided that I wanted to go to the
Rebbe for Shavuos. When 1
discussed it with R’ Nissan, he
dismissed the idea out of hand. I
was very brokenhearted by this
decision of his. Two days later,
about three days before Yom Tov,
before seven in the morning, there
were knocks at the door of our
house (I would sleep at home,
which was a ten minute walk from
yeshiva). When my mother opened
the door she was taken aback to
see R’ Nissan standing there!

“He asked to see me and she
suggested that since I was still
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R’ Nissan at a farbrengen with R’ Bentzion Shemtov

sleeping, he should come in and
wait in the dining room while she
went to wake me up. He said he
preferred to see me asleep. R’
Nissan entered my bedroom and
found me just waking up. | was
shocked to see him there but he
assured me, while caressing my
head, ‘Relax, everything is fine.’
He waited until [ washed my hands
and said brachos and then he said,
‘I thought a lot about your
traveling and I came to the
conclusion that you should go to
the Rebbe for Shavuos.’

“I was very touched by this.
Not just because he was willing to
change his mind from one extreme
to the other when he saw how
much [ wanted to go, but that he
came to my home to make up for
the bad feeling I had had and to
inform me that he had decided |
could go instead of waiting for me
to come to yeshiva.”

NOT TO TURN INTO A
“USED UP” SOLDIER

His farbrengens were renowned
for their powerful effects on his
talmidim and their ability to cause
them to change. “An ordinary
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Maariv after his farbrengen on
Shabbos was completely different
than a Maariv on any other day,”
said one of them.

Over time he instilled the
awareness that a farbrengen is
something special and you don’t
farbreng just any old time. Some
talmidim once asked him to
farbreng and he responded, “As for
what we spoke about at the last
farbrengen — you have
implemented that already?”

Generally, the topic of his
farbrengens revolved around the
demand to work on avoda and
iskafia just as they were demanded
of T’mimim in Russia. He did not
adjust with the times and the
changing generations. What the
mashpiim demanded in Lubavitch,
he demanded of T’mimim of
today.

During a farbrengen he would
exhort the bachurim to be involved
in all aspects of avoda, including
watching one’s thoughts and
protecting the senses as was
expected in Lubavitch in Russia.
This topic took central stage at
every farbrengen, even on happy
occasions like Purim and Simchas
Torah. R YY Kalmanson relates:

“One year at the Purim
farbrengen, he spoke very
forcefully about the following
point. In Megillas Esther it says,
‘For there was no coming to the
king in sackcloth.” In Chassidus it
explains that when it says ‘the
king’ it is an allusion to Hashem.
The lesson in avoda from this
pasuk is that first and foremost,
you have to be sure that the
garments of the soul are not
‘sackcloth.” Each of us must clean
his garments of thought, speech,
and action and only afterwards can
he go to the king. This was the
Purim farbrengen ...”

At the farbrengens, he would
often demand that his talmidim not
become “used up soldiers.” He
would explain that a soldier who
has served for many years
sometimes feels that he is entitled
to a short vacation. But a Chassid
cannot feel that way, he would say.
Even if he has spent a long time on
avoda, refining his soul and
progressing in the ways of
Chassidus, he cannot feel for even
a moment like someone who has
spent all his strength in carrying
out his assigned task.

The mashpia, R* Zev-Wolf
Kesselman, heard the following
vort from him:

“At a farbrengen in Samarkand,
R’ Nissan spoke heatedly about the
wording in the Zohar, ‘It is good
for those people who view
themselves each day as though
they will die that day.” The
question is: What’s so wonderful
about this? The idea of
remembering the day of death is
brought in connection with
someone on a low level who
cannot withstand a test even after
he has tried various other methods
suggested by the Gemara.
Remembering the day of death is
the last resort to prevent him from
sinning. So how can it say that is
good?



““Rather,” explained R’ Nissan,
‘this is not said about a person
who will be prevented from
committing a sin because he has
remembered that he will die. On
the contrary, we are talking about
someone who serves Hashem every
day in the lofty manner of a Jew
who knows that today is his last
day. When such a Jew goes to
daven, his t’filla is on the loftiest of
levels, and when he goes to eat you
can imagine what pleasure he has
in his food knowing that this is the
last day of his life. When night
falls, he goes to sleep with this
feeling, and the bedtime Shma is
recited as if for the last time. The
Zohar is praising those who feel
this way throughout their lives.
Obviously, this is a high level in
avodas Hashem. Not in preparing
for death, heaven forbid, but a
lofty life, a life which is led with
the thought that this is the last day
he can still accomplish something
in this world.”

R’ Nissan’s farbrengens were
usually very demanding. R* YY
Wilschansky recalls:

“At each of his farbrengens he
would demand that the bachurim
carry out simple things on a
practical level and he would speak
in a sharp and determined manner
that could really rub you raw.
Nevertheless, he usually spoke in
general terms and only on rare
occasions did he turn to an
individual. But it was enough for
him to stare at you for you to
understand that he meant you ...

R’ Sholom Dovber Butman
relates:

“At the beginning of the 50’s, a
group of Russian Chassidim who
were refugees in France went to
Ireland to be shochtim. Two older
bachurim from the yeshiva in
Brunoy, who had already trained
as shochtim, went with them.
When they returned to yeshiva they
were dressed in a more modern
way.

2

R’ Nissan (right) and R’ Yisroel Noach Blinitzky

at the hachnasa I’cheider of the Kalmanson twins.

“At the 19 Kislev farbrengen,
one of them showed up a little late,
after everyone had already sat
down. He was wearing a freshly
pressed shirt in a modern style.
During the farbrengen R’ Nissan
turned to him and demanded
sharply, “How does a bachur from
a Chassidishe yeshiva wear such a
shirt?”

Occasionally R* Nissan would
express his admiration for the
T’mimim of our generation who
stick to their true standing despite
the hardships and challenges that
our modern world poses. At one of
the farbrengens that lasted till
morning, he said to the talmidim,
“What was there in Lubavitch?
When a bachur walked out of
yeshiva he only saw a goat or
lamb, while today, when you walk
in the street, you can see the worst
things, may Hashem protect us. If
despite all that you have remained
T’mimim as in Lubavitch, you
truly deserve to have your hands
and feet kissed!”

R’ Moshe Nissan Azimov said:

“R’ Chaikel Chanin told me that
one time, he came back from Paris
to Brunoy by train with R’ Nissan,
a 25 minute trip. R’ Nissan’s

young son sat next to him. At one
of the stops a very immodestly
dressed woman boarded the train.
Throughout the trip R* Nissan
adjured his son not to look,
striking him lightly on the foot,
until they got to their destination.”

TOMCHEI T’'MIMIM
LIKE IN LUBAVITCH

In everything related to avoda,
he guided the bachurim in a
p’nimius’dike way. For example,
not every bachur received
permission from him to daven with
avoda. On the one hand, he often
demanded at farbrengens that
bachurim daven slowly, thinking
about the words. On the other
hand, if he noticed that a bachur
was davening longer than others
and spending a long time with
inyanei Chassidus while davening,
he would tell him to daven along
with everyone else because he
wasn’t ready yet to daven at
length.

This was in accordance with an
explicit instruction he received
from the Rebbe Rayatz at the
beginning of Tishrei, 5709:
“Usually, detailed scrutiny is
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needed for those who spend a long
time on t’filla, being that not all
who want the name of oveid
should be allowed to do so and
discussions should be devoted to
this subject - that Chassidus is
p’nimius and someone who is a
chitzon by nature is not a keili for
p’nimius” (Igros Kodesh Admur
HaRayatz, 18, p. 2).

In connection with this letter,
R’ Sholom Dovber Butman said:

“When R’ Nissan received this
letter from the Rebbe Rayatz
instructing him to devote his talks
to the idea that ‘Chassidus is
p’nimius,” we saw that he took it
very much to heart. That year, all
his farbrengens on Simchas Torah
were very serious. He told us then,
‘This means that the entire inyan
of Chassidus is lacking. If you
have to explain to bachurim in
Tomchei T’mimim that Chabad
Chassidus demands p’nimius,
that’s a very serious failing!” 1
remember how all the bachurim sat
around him, afraid to raise their

heads. That entire Simchas Torah
was spent in that atmosphere, and
you could feel the tension in the
air!

“l once saw a letter from the
Rebbe Rayatz, a copy of which
came to R’ Nissan, in connection
with a bachur who wrote to the
Rebbe Rayatz that he felt he did
not deserve to be a talmid in
Tomchei T’mimim. The Rebbe
Rayatz told this bachur: ‘This is
the counsel of the Evil Inclination
who wants to make you fall to the
depths, and you must have mercy
on your body and have pity on
your soul.’

“R’ Nissan spoke about this at
the next farbrengen, obviously
without publicizing the name of
the bachur: ‘Even after this bachur
received a letter from the Rebbe,
what is he really concerned about?
He is worried about the line to
have mercy on your body. To have
pity on your soul — that doesn’t
bother him as much!””

The fact is that although some

of his expectations seemed
unrealistic to some of the
talmidim, they accepted and
followed them. This is because in
his personal life he implemented
whatever he demanded of others.
He demanded that they not
attribute importance to matters of
Olam HaZeh (this world) and they
knew that in his house the chairs
around the table were no two the
same. They knew that whatever he
demanded of them, he said in
complete sincerity and lived with
every word of it. The fact that he
often cried when he spoke also
caused the bachurim to be moved
and to feel that he was speaking
from his heart.

No wonder, then, that the
Rebbe said in the sicha of Parshas
VaYeishev 5752 (os 7) that Nasi
Doreinu gave the empowerment
that from this very place (France)
they made a place and source of
Torah by founding yeshivas
Tomchei T’mimim there, “like in
Lubavitch.”

LIVE SHIURIM ONLINE

Anywhere, Anytime !

CHITAS
INYONEI GEULA
& MOSHIACH
RAMBAM
SHIURIM IN LIKUTEI
SICHOS KODESH

MDY DNNY HMY

WIPT3 DWW

NI

"3

-

VI MY

n"“l

91 IS mn e WA unTa N

n 24 Kislev 5770 BEIS MOSHIACH




moshiach & science

SCIENCE, FRAUD AND

GLOBAL WARMING:
LESSONS FOR YOU AND ME.

By Dr. Aryeh Gotfryd

“What can guarantee that people will

behave in a just and righteous manner,

if not for the belief in a greater power?”
--The Rebbe, Mind Over Matter, p.15

PART | — THE CLIMATE HAS
CHANGED... BUT WHAT ABOUT US?

We thought we were liberated.
We, the secular heirs of western
civilization - We, the most highly
evolved culture on the planet - We,
who pride ourselves with universal
values and multicultural tolerance -
We, who have long ago escaped the
darkness of institutionalized
religion, brushed off the cobwebs of
myth and superstition, and who
walk in the light of reason and
science.

We thought we were liberated,
but we were not.

And now the whole, wide world
is quickly coming to know just how
liberated we are not, thanks to the
valor of a lone, anonymous hacker
on a quest to expose the most
grandiose lie of our times. | imagine
it was a sense of righteous
indignation that spurred him on to
bravely breach the high firewalls of a
certain ivory tower in Hadley, U.K.,
narrowly evade detection by the
high priests of scientism who guard

it day and night, valiantly raid the
catacombs of their servers’ hard
drives, and tiptoe out with a fat file
of facts which he dutifully unzipped
all over the internet.

And what does that treasure
trove of thousands of emails and
research documents tell us? That
the principal data we have all been
relying on to prove Man Made
Global Warming has in fact been
“cooked,” doctored, altered and
faked. Even worse, it graphically
documents how a small elite club of
just a few climatologists has
successfully quashed all voices of
dissension and impregnated
academia, government and industry
with their trumped-up and
unchallenged ‘facts’ such as the
‘hockey-stick’ graph of rising
temperature that increasingly drives
global fear and the world economy.

This discovery comes none too
soon. Because in addition to the
billions of people who have already
been blatantly bluffed and the
billions of dollars that have already

been brazenly embezzled from
society’s coffers, we are standing at
the threshold of yet another Global
UN Climate Conference.

Next month in Copenhagen, the
US is expected to announce a 17%
reduction in greenhouse gases (at
an estimated cost of 9.4 trillion
dollars) and the European Union is
looking to cut 30%. That would all
be well and good if in fact our
Herculean efforts to cut such
emissions were likely to save our
planet. But now that we only have
science fiction to substantiate that
claim, the only people who will
surely benefit are those with vested
interest, like Al Gore, who has
already become the world’s first
carbon-credit trading billionaire,
and of course the scientists that feed
the faith in Man Made Global
Warming.

Stepping back a bit, there seems
to be an irony. First Western
civilization trashes traditional faith,
replacing it with reason and science
as the sole arbiters of truth. Science
is objective and fair, its practitioners
wise and insightful. The scientist
becomes an icon of authority in
western culture. As far as most
people are concerned, he makes
medicine heal, nature lawful, cars
go, and iphone touch. With our lives
pretty much defined by technology,
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there’s no great surprise that the
scientist is trusted, and the higher
his position, the more trusted he is.

Society somehow drew an
artificial line between faith in the
clergy and faith in the scientist. The
fact is, once you give away to
anyone your freedom to decide any
issue, you have essentially
committed an act of faith. If you
pass it on to an organized group
with an identifiable doctrine, you
have in effect practiced a religion.

The difference is that while most
religions center on faith in a
Supreme Being, scientism places
that unequivocal trust in man. The
upside of religion is that man takes
his infinite trust and attaches it to
an Infinite Being - that kind of
makes sense. What doesn’t make
sense is to attach such unbounded
faith in limited human beings and
the contrivances of their minds,
however great those minds may be.

To make matters worse, those
objects of our adulation, the duly
ordained priests of scientism, have
gods of their own: Power and
money, as we have seen so clearly in
recent weeks. Hey, if you want to
worship power and money, you
don’t need a middle man; you can
do so directly. On the other hand if
it’s something absolute that you’re
searching for, why not have faith in
the Creator?

If our goal really is sustainability,
we would do well to consider the
words of David Ehrenfeld, father of
the modern science of ecological
conservation in his book, “The
Arrogance of Humanism”. He said
that any reason to conserve could be
compromised save for one: That we
have been mandated by the Creator
to be custodians of this global
ecosystem.

The liberation of Western
Society from tyrannical religious
institutions was a good thing. But
they threw out the baby with the
bathwater, having spuriously
negated the existence of G-d, the

m 24 Kislev 5770 BEIS MOSHIACH

reality of the soul, and the purpose
of life on earth.

If you have to believe in
something anyway, you may as well
believe in G-d. That just may prove
to be quite a bit more liberating,
now that we can legitimately stop
obsessing about the end of the
world, and start focusing on making
it the best it can be.

PART Il — READERS REACT

Here are some reactions to the
above commentary on
“Climategate,” the massive scandal
that erupted when a hacker leaked
thousands of verified emails and
documents proving that the bulk of
the “data” in support of Man Made
Global Warming is in fact “cooked”,
i.e., fraudulent. Looks like eco-
billionaire Al Gore has his own
“Inconvenient Truth” to stand up to.

Dear Arnie,

This is how religions are born.
Global Warming became a religion
just as much as Islam. Facts became
incontrovertible because mir tahr
nisht freigen, mir tahr nisht zahgen
(one may not ask, one may not
speak). Once it steps across that
boundary, skepticism is justified and
people like Al Gore become the
Shabtai Zvis of our time. Everyone
knows about the weakest link. In
Copenhagen the chain will come
apart. One thing though, the
skeptics may not believe the
“science” but few would question
that good ecological practice should
be the rule, if not the law.
Unfortunately, what we were getting
was not ecology but eco-fascism;
very destructive.

Marshall Shapiro,

Vineland ON

Dr. Gotfryd,

You are endorsing illegal
hacking? Your sensationalizing the
hacked data is in as poor taste as Al
gore’s doom and gloom.

I do not buy the extreme climate
change but I also take issue with the
deniers. Even if climate change is
totally natural, what do you propose
we do about the impacts? Cutting
use of carbon based fuels is good
for the environment even without
climate change and good for the
Jews as we get out from under
Muslim oil. That is change 1
endorse.

Rick W.

Arnie:

I am horrified that you may
think anthropogenic global warming
is a myth! I think going about
saying that is appallingly
irresponsible. Millions (if not
billions) of people are looking for an
excuse to carry on with “business as
usual”, yet business as usual is
seriously threatening to destroy
biodiversity and make the planet
earth much harder to live on. I feel
like we are living in times like those
preceding those of Noach and the
Great Flood!

Michael B.

Vancouver BC

Dear Michael,

I’d like to address your points
one by one. First about myths and
facts, let’s define our terms. Using a
standard dictionary, we find that a
myth is “an unproved or false
collective belief that is used to
justify a social institution.” On the
other hand, a fact is: “A truth
known by actual experience or
observation.”

Try googling “global warming
fraud” and then hit the “news”
filter. You should see at least 1300
articles on the fallout from the
leaked emails in virtually every
major paper. No one except political
activists and government
spokespeople are playing this one
down.

For example, a recent Wall Street
Journal article says that top climate
researchers planned to block



scientific dissenters, quoting how
they ‘will keep them out somehow
— even if we have to redefine what
the peer-review literature is!” Hmm.
Doesn’t sound like fact finding
activity to me.

Forbes Magazine reports that the
unadulterated data demonstrates
that there hasn’t been any global
warming at all for over a decade.
The very same scientists who
publicly claim that the evidence is
“unequivocal” that global warming
continues, privately admit that “it’s
a travesty” that we “can’t account
for the lack of warming at the
moment.”

I’ve read some of those emails
(you can download them here) and
you can actually learn exactly how
they ‘transform’ the data to hide
both recent global cooling and
historic global warming in order to
get the ‘right’ answers to ‘support’
their theory. Plus you can read for
yourself quotes from Phil Jones like
“We also have a Data Register Act,
which I will hide behind,” and
source code comments to the
premiere data set of the ‘warmists’
that include, “We can have a proper
result but only by including a load
of garbage.”

The most informative and
insightful of all the articles I've seen
is this one from “The Register.” The
graphs on this page were taken from
there.

In light of these developments,
the rational man must seriously
entertain the possibility that
anthropogenic global warming is
“an unproved or false collective
belief that is used to justify a social
institution.” Does that make it a
“fact”? Saying so may be hard for
some. But that’s okay. There may be
a few newly unemployed
climatologists who are up to the
challenge.

PART Ill — LESSONS FROM NOACH

You raise another issue -
biodiversity. Now there’s something
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to defend. So are air and water
quality, and concerns about
genetically modified organisms. We
also need more renewable energy
and better recycling facilities and
protection for tropical rain forests.
But that’s not because global
warming is going to get us. It’s
because we have a mitzva, a moral
obligation placed upon us by our
Creator to take care of this planet.
You conclude by lamenting our
times as reminiscent of the years
leading up to the Noachide Flood.
In a way, I agree. The Torah portion
about Noach describes the years
before the Flood as full of chamas,
violence. Rashi says it refers
especially to robbery. The Me’Am

Loez describes a typical pre-flood
scenario where a fruit vendor goes
bankrupt because several people
would sample the fruit regularly
without buying. The judge threw the
case out of court on the grounds
that “It’s only a little bit and
everybody does it.”

Isn’t that a parable for our
times? A little more carbon dioxide,
a little more greenhouse effect, a
little rise in temperature and before
you know it, boom - melted polar
ice caps and rising sea levels. And
what’s the famous excuse? It’s only
a little bit and everybody does it.

As in the days of yore, one could
say it’s robbery that is creating
instability in the global ecosystem.
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In this case it’s a special kind of
robbery, g’neivas daas, deception
that’s at fault.

Noach, the prototypical global
conservationist, had it right. By
excelling in the ethical dimension,
he saved the world environmentally
as well. Perhaps it’s time for those
grasping at the helm of the global
ark to take note, lest they
inadvertently miss the boat.

PART IV — FROM EVERYTHING WE SEE
AND HEAR...

For nine generations, our
Chassidic masters have been
banging it into our heads: From
every thing a Jew sees or hears, he
must derive a lesson in serving
Hashem. What can we learn from
these mindboggling disclosures that
have been made during the time we
read about Yaakov, Eisav and
Lavan?

To understand this, let’s analyze
what happened here.

Some smart, well-meaning
people come up with a good idea
(in this case that carbon dioxide
transmits light but captures heat
and therefore as we spew more
carbon dioxide into the air, the
planet must be getting warmer).

Lots of people get excited about
the good idea and spend lots of
time working on it, but still don’t
know if it really works like that in
nature. They keep checking and
talking to find out the truth.

Some of these people (maybe all
of them to a certain extent, because
after all they are human) are not
only interested in truth — they are
also interested in becoming rich
and famous.

Now how does a scientist
become rich and famous? By doing
research and getting very important
results. But there are some
problems with this. The results you
get may be unclear. Or they may
disprove your theory instead of
supporting it. Or someone else may
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beat you to it. Or worse yet, prove
you wrong.

If you, as a scientist, love truth
more than fame and fortune, you
will say, “Oh well, back to the
drawing board” and that will be the
end of it. On the other hand, if you
love fame and fortune more, you
will find ways to get an edge on the
next guy, even at the expense of
other important things, like truth.

Soon you start to tweak the data
here and there, smooth the graph,
hide some points that don’t fit your
theory. You come out with your
‘story’ and you make a big splash,
but people are wondering how you
got those results, because they
didn’t. They ask you for proof and
you say, “Why should I share my
secrets with you?”

After a while, they are in the
limelight and the questioners are
left behind. The unscrupulous
rising star scientist surrounds
himself with a few like-minded
colleagues who would love a hand
up in their careers, offering them
status if they collaborate with him.
The only price they must pay is to
play “the game” with the data that
gets the “right” answers, i.e., the
ones that draw attention from the
media.

But some voices cry out that
something is wrong. The numbers
don’t add up. They looked into it as
well and they got completely
different results. They even go so
far as to suggest that Mr. Rising
Star’s ‘facts’ are incorrect and may
even be fudged. Worse yet, their
dissenting views might even get
published.

How shall Mr. Rising Star
react? By marginalizing and
ostracizing the naysayers. Block
them from the elite club who get
the ‘right’ results and have the
‘right’ opinions. If necessary, get
people discredited or even fired
from their jobs if it seems they
might blow his cover.

Another thing he will want to do

is to make sure he has more people
and data on his side and prettier
graphs and a nice long jacket. The
long jacket is important because
that’s how people recognize that
he’s an expert in honesty. They will
never suspect a scientist of such
blatant wrongdoing.

It’s also good to have big
conventions, with lots of glitz and
media and food, making sure all the
while that he controls who comes
and goes and that any members of
the ‘other’ group can’t attend his
event.

What really makes his career
seem secure is the fact that since so
few people are expert in his arcane
wisdom, nobody will ever find out
that he hoodwinked the public and
ripped them off as well. He’s so
well protected, his reign will last
forever.

There’s only one problem with
his scenario and that is that Truth
endures, but Lies ultimately
unravel. That’s what happened with
the Climategate scandal and that’s
what happens with any bogus
culture club that sacrifices the truth
they are known for on the altar of
fame and fortune.

This is the lesson of Climategate
and it’s timing in the cycle of Torah
readings. Yaakov, the Ish Tam, the
sincere and honest man who is
interested only in the truth, gets
stuck dealing with consummate
bluffers like Lavan and Eisav who
show their ‘split hooves’ to the
world and preach sustainability
when really what’s going on is that
they are robbing you blind.

Don’t let the long coats fool
you.

Moshiach is coming and getting
ready means watching how the lies
fall and the truth stands... forever.

Yechi Yaakov!

Looking for a speaker on the interplay
of science and faith? Call Dr. Gotfryd
at (416) 858-9868, or visit
www.arniegotfryd.com.





