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though not before asking Merkos
Llnyonei Chinuch to send a
shliach there. The shliach duly
arrived and was supported
generously by this professor.

The shliach started a shul near
the university, offers shiurim, and
today has a growing k’hilla of
Jewish students and local people.
It’s all thanks to the two bachurim
who were unsuccessful on
mivtzaim.

BECAUSE OF A KIDDUSH
AND SOME RUGELACH

I heard another amazing story,
this one from Rabbi Yehoshua
Adot, shliach in Binyamina:

“We met Alex (a fictitious
name), a Russian immigrant, when
he was eight. His parents wanted
to give him a bris mila. We helped
them out and parted ways. We met
him again when he became bar
mitzva. We helped with the
preparations and the aliya and then
we once again parted ways.

“A few years ago we wanted to
do outreach with kids and so, at
the Chabad house, every Friday
night after the davening we had
kiddush for the young crowd.

“One Friday I went to a park
near the Chabad house in order to
invite kids who were hanging out
there to davening and kiddush.
Among the kids I noticed Alex. He
was nearly 18 but he still
remembered me and was happy to
join us. He loved the idea, the
davening, the rugelach, the singing
and the simcha. He began coming
regularly, and not only for t’fillos.”

Alex made progress quickly.
Even before finishing high school
he submitted a research paper on
the topic of answers from the
Rebbe in the Igros Kodesh. Thanks
to him, the entire staff of teachers
learned about connecting to the
Rebbe and Alex received the
highest mark.

Alex learned briefly in the

Rabbi Yossi Groner farbrenging in B’nei Ayash

How could you do such a thing? People
gave up their lives not to deny their
Jewish identity and you said you weren’t
Jewish just in order to catch a train?

Chabad yeshiva in Ramat Aviv,
continued in the yeshiva in Tzfas,
and did very well. He was a very
gifted bachur who learned dozens
of maamarim and chapters of
Tanya by heart and he helped a lot
in hafatza in Binyamina. He went
on K’vutza and when that year was
finished, the hanhala in 770 asked
him to stay on as a shliach for the
bachurim coming on K’vutza the
following year. Alex agreed and
continued to pleasantly surprise all
the rabbanim, T’mimim, and
Anash with his unique and creative
ways of increasing Torah study and
Ahavas Yisroel within 770.

Alex successfully raised money
from people in Crown Heights and
was able, with this money, to
organize some wonderful projects
that had never even been dreamed
of in all the previous years of
K’vutza.

In a Hakhel year, Chassidim try

to arrange as many Hakhel
gatherings as possible. Alex
noticed that there was no Hakhel
for the beggars in 770 and so he
invited them all to a meeting and
told them that at a certain time
every day there would be a short
shiur, at the end of which each of
them would receive $2. This shiur
is still ongoing.

Another one of Alex’s projects
takes place in 770 during the
lunch break. Whoever is interested
in learning three chapters of
Rambam at this time, gets a meal
without having to bother going to
the dining room. Some say that the
meal in 770 is no less tasty than
the meal in the dining room.

The final project, which some
say is the biggest of all, is a shiur
in inyanei Moshiach and Geula
which takes place in 770, along
with delicious refreshments, which
attracts a nice crowd of T mimim.
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’ [ children (note their Chassidic
names): Yosef Yitzchok, Nechama
5 Dina, Avremi, Menucha Rochel,
{ and Chana. The first time I met
Moshe, things were somewhat
. different.
| “Moshe was familiar with
i i Chabad in Russia but when he
} came to Eretz Yisroel his main
" } / ‘ interest was to find a place to work

and support his family. He was
young, so I convinced him to learn
in yeshiva and he went to learn in
the Chabad yeshiva in Tzfas.

“After a few months, his
financial situation deteriorated and
he caved in to his mother’s
pressure and left yeshiva. He
began working in the forests of
Dimona for the Jewish National
Fund but he kept up his
connection with Chabad.

“On Simchas Torah we were all
farbrenging together. The mashke
and brachos of I’chaim elevated the
atmosphere and at a certain point I
blessed Moshe that he wouldn’t
have to work in the forest anymore
and he could return to yeshiva.

“The day after Simchas Torah,
in the middle of work, a large rock
rolled on to Moshe’s fingers. He
needed extended medical treatment
and he was told he could not
return to work for many months.
National insurance paid his full
. salary and he was able to sit
A Jew putting on t'fillin in jail peacefully in yeshiva and learn
Torah. The months turned into

When he woke up in the morning he Y @nd Moshe continued to

grow in Torah and Chassidus. He

discovered that the house was locked. cstablished a Chassidishe home in

Dimona.”
His mother had taken his clothes so he
. OUT THE WINDOW

could not return to yeshiva. IN PAJAMAS

FROM THE FORESTS who did not seem to have a Mor‘dechai, another example

OF DIMONA TO THE “Chassidic future” but, with the }flror:; Dl'monal(/[wecrllt tﬁlrpugh af

help of some miracles from the arder time. Mordechai came from
YESHIVA IN TZFAS Rebbe, look altogether different a family that was opposed to a

Rabbi Yisroel Gliss, shliach in now: religious life but the Jewish
Dimona, relates two stories out of “Nearly everyone in Dimona neshama did its thing. At first he
many that he knows, about Jews knows Moshe, as well as his five learned in a religious high school
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but after one encounter with Rabbi
Gliss he switched to the Chabad
yeshiva in Tzfas. His mother
opposed this significant change
and she confronted R’ Gliss but he
explained that it was really for the
good of her son, as it says, “a
person should always learn Torah
in the place his heart desires.”

One day, Mordechai went home
for a visit and went to sleep. When
he woke up in the morning he
discovered that the house was
locked. His mother had taken his
clothes so he could not return to
yeshiva. Mordechai simply went
out the window in his pajamas,
went to the store and bought some
clothes, and returned to Tzfas.

Mordechai continued learning
and kept in touch with the Chabad
house, and he established a fine
Chassidishe home.

T’ FILLIN WERE ONLY
THE BEGINNING

I have written before about the
shliach, Rabbi Shmuel Gurewitz of
Lyon, France, who enlisted some
donors and bought hundreds of
pairs of t’fillin which he distributed
to soldiers and people from
kibbutzim who committed to using
them daily.

One of these pairs of t’fillin got
to a member of kibbutz Beit Alfa in

the Beit Shaan valley and made an
enormous change in the man and

the kibbutz. R” Ro’i Tor, shliach to
the kibbutzim in the valley, relates
what happened:

“One day, a member of the
kibbutz asked me whether I could
help him get a pair of t'fillin. |
went on the Shluchim Forum and
posted his request. Within a day a
shliach contacted me and told me
about the project in which t’fillin
were given to soldiers and people
from kibbutzim. The next day I
had the t’fillin and the man from
the kibbutz began using them
every day.”

Only later did R’ Tor find out
what an impact this gift made on
the man and the entire kibbutz.
For a long time he had wanted to
put on t’fillin but he had no idea
where to get them. A few times he
started saving up money to buy a
pair, but each time another urgent
need for the money came up and
the t’fillin were not bought. One
day, he decided this was it - he
contacted R’ Tor and got the
t’fillin.

The t’fillin strengthened the
man’s connection to Judaism and
he began hosting a shiur in his
house for his friends on the
kibbutz. He invites the people and
R’ Tor gives the shiur. There are

also minyanim at the kibbutz,
sometimes on weekdays and
sometimes on Shabbos, and the
entire kibbutz is becoming more
aware of mitzva observance.

IN JAIL THEY
ARE GOLD TOO

The shliach responsible for
distributing the t’fillin in Israel
goes on to relate:

“I found out that a close friend
of mine was going to jail. This is a
person with an important job in
the security field, but due to family
issues where Torah law (and the
law of the land) rules that ‘you
force him until he says | want to,’
he was sent to jail.

“There he met another friend
who told him that he really wanted
to put on t’fillin but didn’t have
any.”

The shliach in Eretz Yisroel
contacted R Gurewitz in Lyons,
who asked how many pairs he
needed. The shliach said one pair,
but fifteen pairs arrived. An
impressive ceremony took place in
the jail, attended by donors and
recipients, rabbanim and shluchim
and people in the prison. More and
more people committed to putting
on t’fillin daily, thus demonstrating
that even among the criminals,
every Jew is gold.
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moshiach & geula

BELIEVE.

By Rabbi Gershon Avtzon

As the saying goes, “75% of known facts
are either not known or not facts.” This
is especially true regarding belief in
Moshiach and Geula, where there are

many preconceived

notions and

questions that remain unasked — and

unanswered.

PART 3 OF 20

In the previous
article we discussed the
importance of believing
in Moshiach. We finished our
discussion with a question:

WHY IS THE BELIEF IN MOSHIACH ONE
OF THE THIRTEEN PRINCIPLES OF THE
JEWISH FAITH?

To clarify the question: There
are 613 commandments, yet there
are only 13 principles. Clearly,
then, not every commandment is a
principle. Two of the most basic
Mitzvos are putting on T fillin (for
men) and keeping Shabbos. Yet,
neither of them are part of the 13
principles. This shows us that the
principles are more than just basic
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commandments, they are the
pillars of Judaism.

For example: Principle number
one is the belief in Hashem. This is
pretty obvious: One cannot claim
to be a believing Jew if he does not
believe in Hashem.

[To put things in perspective:
According to many of the
commentaries, there is no Mitzva
to believe in Hashem! How can
one ask “what are the
commandments?” if he does not
believe in a Commander?]

Another of the principles is that
the Torah was authored by
Hashem and transcribed by Moshe
Rabbeinu. This is also understood.
Most of the laws of the Torah are
extrapolated from extra letters or

words in the Torah. If one believes

that the Torah was authored by a
human, is it shocking that there
are extra letters or words?

With this understanding of the
13 principles, we must wonder:
Why is the belief in Moshiach one
of them? Can’t I be considered an
orthodox Jew by Keeping Kosher
and Shabbos, and just not believe
in Moshiach?!

[The Chasam Sofer (Shalas
U’T’shuvos on Yora Deia, letter
356) writes that in believing
in Moshiach is not in itself a
principle. It is just that
since Moshiach is written about in
the Torah, if one denies Moshiach,
he is denying part of the Torah!
However, the accepted opinions
are that the belief
in Moshiach itself is indeed a
principle. For all Mitzvos are
written in the Torah, and
according to the above, they
should all be included.]

The Lubavitcher Rebbe gives a
fascinating explanation (Hadran
on Rambam, 5746, chapter 10). In
order to understand it, we must
first explain a basic Chassidic idea:
When we cover our eyes and say in
Shma that Hashem is ONE, we are
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saying not only that there is no
other creator, but that there is no
other entity but Hashem. The
entire world - even though it
appears to be independent - is
really G-dly. In the time of exile,
this truth is hidden. It seems that
the world is an independent entity,
and that keeping Torah and
Mitzvos is a struggle.

When Moshiach comes, the
truth of creation will be revealed.
The world will be seen as a place
created solely to do Hashem’s will.
Chazal tell us that in the messianic
era, if one would want to desecrate
the Shabbos by picking a fruit off
the tree, the tree will “shout” at
him to stop.

If one does not believe
in Moshiach, then he does not
believe that Hashem’s true will and
unity will become manifest and
believes, instead, that the world
will remain “independent” of
Hashem’s oneness. It is obvious
that such a person is lacking in his
basic belief in Judaism.

PART 4 OF 20

The Rambam (Hilchos
Melachim chapter 11) writes:
“One who does not believe
in Moshiach or does not anticipate
his arrival denies the [whole]
Torah..” We will now explain the
difference between believing
in Moshiach and anticipating his
arrival.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
BELIEVING AND ANTICIPATING IN
PRACTICAL TERMS?

Everything in Judaism is judged
by the “bottom line” - practical
action. This even includes Mitzvos
which are centered on the
emotions of the heart.

For example: There is a
Mitzvah to love Hashem. The
Rambam explains in Seifer
HaMitzvos (Mitzvah Ahavas
Hashem) that this commandment

Everything in Judaism is judged by the

“bottom line”
even includes

practical action. This
Mitzvos

which are

centered around the emotions of the

heart.

includes spreading the word of
Hashem to those that don’t know
him (i.e. Mivtzoim). For if you

really loved something or someone,

you would “share the love” with
others.

Thus, there is a practical
application to every Mitzvah, even
to those which are inherently
emotional. The Rebbe explains the
above concept in Likkutei Sichos
(Volume 28, Parshas Chukas, page
135) based on a few seemingly
extra words in the Rambam.

The Rambam writes (Hilchos
Para Aduma end of Perek
Gimmel): “Moshe Rabbeinu was
commanded to sacrifice the Para
Aduma (Red Heifer). During the
course of history, the Jewish
people sacrificed nine Paros
Adumos. The Tenth will be
sacrificed by King Moshiach, may
he be speedily revealed, AMEN!”

There are two very obvious
questions:

1) What is a prayer doing in
middle of a book of laws?

2)If the Rambam wants to pray
for Moshiach - for whatever
reason - would it not be more
fitting to place the prayer in the
section where Rambam explains
the laws pertaining to the times

of Moshiach - the last two
chapters of Hilchos Melachim?

The answer (in short):

The Rambam - who is a
codifier of Jewish law - is teaching
us a law! The law is, that when one
hears about Moshiach - even as
a side topic - it must evoke in him
the feeling to pray for Moshiach.

When must one pray? When he
feels that he is missing one of his
needs (see Hilchos T’filla of the
Rambam). When one feels so
strongly about Moshiach that
hearing it mentioned invokes a
need to pray for Moshiach, then
you know that he is truly
anticipating Moshiach’s arrival.

[One may ask: If the above is
the law, why doesn’t Rambam
write a prayer for Moshiach every
time he mentions it in his books?

The answer is simple: Rambam
is a codifier of Jewish law, so he
teaches you the law once and
expects YOU to pray
for Moshiach.]

Even after the above, we still
have to explain: Why do I have to
anticipate a human Moshiach and
not just a messianic era? We will
IY”H explain that in our next
article.
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memoirs

THE REBBE’S Bl

MAN IN

AMERICA

By Rabbi Shneur Zalman Chanin

A bundle of letters that I received from
the archives of R’ Yisroel Jacobson a”’h
to help me prepare my father’s memoir,

opened up to me the fascinating life of

this Chassidic askan who did so much
on the shlichus of the Rebbe Rayatz and

the Rebbe MH’M.

As [ wrote the reminiscences of
my father I tried to present them as |
remembered them, but the final
chapters were missing many details
about the period during which they
fled Russia. Either he chose not to
relate them or he himself was simply
not aware of them.

In order to maintain the accuracy
of the events and to give the reader a
clear picture I inquired of relatives
and friends, interviewed people, and
read memoirs, Igros Kodesh and
history books. Despite my research
efforts it still seemed to me that
much was missing.

Now, as the chapters about my
father, R’ Chaikel Chanin a”h,
concerning the period of the flight
from Russia come to a conclusion, I
thought it would be proper to devote
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a chapter to the work of R’ Yisroel
Jacobson. He was the shliach of the
Rebbe Rayatz and one of the key
figures in the history of the escape
from Russia, the wandering in
Europe and the emigration of
Chabad Chassidim from Eastern
Europe to the free world, to France,
Eretz Yisroel, the United States,
Canada, and Australia.

For the purposes of the article 1
asked the grandson of R’ Yisroel
Jacobson, my dear friend, R’ Yaakov
Leibel Altein, whether there were
any pages from his grandfather
about that period that hadn’t been
printed but might help me add to
what I heard from my father. After a
few days, R’ Leibel told me that he
had found a bundle of letters from
his grandfather that had not been

publicized yet and he was willing to
give them to me to examine.

The bundle consisted of letters,
telegrams and notes, most of which
were not directly connected with my
father’s story but could definitely
shed light on that period and the
connection between the Chassidim
in Russia, the refugee Chassidim in
Europe, and the Rebbe in New York.
These letters present a picture of the
Rebbe’s far-ranging smuggling
network out of Russia and huge
rescue operation to free countries,
consisting of only a handful of
people, and the conditions under
which it operated. I found the
material fascinating and couldn’t
believe I had access to such a
treasure.

I spent the following weeks
reading the letters and arranging
them in chronological order,
deciphering the handwriting,
figuring out the codes, translating
and coming up with possible
explanations that would help make
sense of things.

I decided to make an exception
here and instead of writing about my
father, to devote some chapters to
the treasure that I found. This first
chapter is about R’ Yisroel and
highlights of his life. It is based on
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my father’s recollections, on the
book Zikaron Livnei Yisroel and on
the letters that I found in the
archive.

THE REBBE APPOINTS
A SPECIAL SHLIACH FOR
MATTERS CONCERNING
THE REFUGEES

On 18 Tammuz, 1946, the Rebbe
Rayatz sent two letters. One was a
general letter to the Jewish
leadership in Europe and the other
letter was to the Chassid, R* Shneur
Zalman Schneerson in Paris. In both
letters the Rebbe lets them know
that R’ Jacobson was traveling on
shlichus to visit the refugees in the
DP camps in Germany and lItaly to
find out how they were doing
materially and spiritually, to see
what aid they needed, and to see
how the educational and religious
mosdos of Western Europe were
faring. The letters are printed in the
Igros Kodesh of the Rebbe Rayatz,
vol. 9, p 148-9.

THE SPIRIT OF LIFE
IN AMERICA

What was R’ Jacobson’s job?
Immediately after the Chassidim
received the green light from the
Rebbe to attempt to escape from
Russia despite the danger, they did
what they had to do and fled.
Nobody took the time to consider
what their next move would be once
they got to the other side of the
border. None of them were aware of
what World War Il had wrought in
Europe and they had no idea that
Jewish refugees were flooding the
continent, seeking a place to rest
their weary bones.

They took a few belongings and
left, relying completely on the Rebbe.
The Rebbe, who had taken
responsibility, envisioned all the
hardships that awaited them on their
road to freedom and sent R’ Yisroel
Jacobson to direct things on the

The Rebbe Rayatz

scene and to be in daily contact with
him.

R’ Jacobson did not allow any
obstacles to stop him and he filled
his mission loyally. He met with
Anash in the DP camps throughout
Europe, obtained visas for
Lubavitchers, formed political
connections with emigration offices
and Jewish organizations, improved
conditions in the camps, supplied
kosher food, and more.

My father said that when the first
group of Chassidim who had fled
Russia, including himself, found out
that the Rebbe had sent a special
shliach to meet with them and guide
them, they were thrilled and
indescribably anxious to meet him.
They were weary from their travels
and had had more than their fill of
the adventures of the previous
weeks. The fact that someone cared
about them and was sending them

his emissary encouraged them
tremendously.

The anticipation to see the
shliach and the inspired atmosphere
that preceded his visit so affected the
children that they were sure that
when he showed up he would take
them immediately on “eagle’s wings”
to America, where they would see
the Rebbe within minutes. The
adults knew that the shliach would
instruct them what to do next.

You may recall that a group of
Chassidim did not want to leave the
stable where they were staying
because they were waiting for R’
Jacobson to come. When he came,
each of them wanted to shake his
hand or at least be in his presence so
they could sense a bit of the holiness
that he brought with him from the
Rebbe.

R’ Jacobson did not take them on
eagle’s wings, but he definitely gave
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them hope and clear

instructions and he was a big
help to the groups of refugees
who were at a crossroads. He
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helped change Judaism in the
US. He was at the Rebbe’s
side when the Rebbe Rayatz
founded yeshivas Tomchei

continued to provide help in
the years to come, long after
his shlichus officially ended,
until they were settled.

One time, as I spoke with
my father, I voiced the
following question. Without
getting into spiritual inyanim
and the fact that the Rebbe
sees what we don’t see, why
did he pick R’ Jacobson to
travel to Europe on this
perilous, difficult and
responsible mission? What
was so special about him that
was different than other
askanim or Chassidim?

To my father it was clear.
“Do you know who R’

Jacobson was? 1 can tell you
one thing. R’ Yisroel was
absolutely mekushar to the
Rebbe. When the Rebbe
assigned a job to him, he knew he
could rely on him and consider the
matter done. It’s not just that R’
Yisroel was known as a diligent
askan; it’s that the phrases ‘I can’t’
or ‘impossible’ were not in his
dictionary.

“R’ Yisroel,” added my father,
“was like fire. He never rested on his
laurels and didn’t lose a minute in
doing something for the sake of the
Rebbe or his Chassidim. Wherever
Lubavitch was, there was R’
Jacobson and where R’ Jacobson
was, that’s where Lubavitch was.”

R’ Jacobson told my father a very
interesting miracle story which, by
the way, shows how highly the
Rebbe Rayatz thought of him.
Generally, when the Rebbe sent
letters from Poland to Aguch or to
the T’mimim in the US, he would
send them to Rabbi Mendel Aryeh
Leib Lokshin, who was the menahel
and director of Aguch in the US.

One time, the Rebbe asked his
secretary, R* Chatshe Feigin, to send
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R’ Chatshe Feigin’s letter
to R’ Yisroel Jacobson

a pile of letters to R’ Jacobson’s
address. When R’ Chatshe expressed
surprise, wondering why he should
be the one to get the letters, the
Rebbe answered, “Yisroel? He is the
spirit of life in America.”

This proved to be ruach
ha’kodesh on the Rebbe’s part, for
by the time that the letters arrived at
R’ Jacobson’s address, R’ Lokshin
had been killed in a car accident.
This was obviously a miracle but
what I want to stress with this story
is the greatness of R’ Jacobson. If
the Rebbe said about him that “he is
the spirit of life in America,” then
that summed up what he was about.

Among the letters that I found in
the archive was a letter from R’
Chatshe to R’ Jacobson in which he
tells him this story.

Indeed, R’ Jacobson was the
spirit of life in the founding of
Chabad mosdos in America and he
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T’mimim — 770 and Beis
Rivka. Then he built yeshivas
Tomchei T’mimim in Newark
(which is presently located in
Morristown) and yeshivas
Hadar Ha’Torah, the first
yeshiva in the world for baalei
t’shuva, followed by all the
out-of-town yeshivos in the
—US and yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim in Montreal.

I don’t think there is a
mosad that R’ Jacobson was
not involved with founding or
running, at least until a
shliach was sent there to
continue running the mosad.

YISROEL
ZHURAVITZER
NEVER GOES TO
SLEEP

R’ Yisroel Jacobson was born on
3 Kislev, 5656/1895, in the city of
Zhuravitz. At the age of ten he went
to learn in yeshivas Tomchei
T’mimim in Lubavitch.

When my father, R’ Chaikel,
went to Lubavitch in 5676/1916, R’
Yisroel was among the older
bachurim there, but that did not
hold them back from developing a
close relationship. The custom in
Lubavitch was that the talmidim of
the moi’er (lit. wall, i.e. those who
learned in the elementary school
within the wall in the courtyard of
the yeshiva, as opposed to the
talmidim of the zal who learned on
their own within the yeshiva
building) would go to the big zal of
the yeshiva every Shabbos. Each
young talmid sat and watched one of
the older talmidim and learned from
him how to daven.

My father chose R’ Yisroel. He
sat for hours and listened to him
daven. My father told me, “He
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davened very geshmak.” After
meditating for some time, he would
daven at length and with d’veikus, all
of which made a tremendous
impression on my young father.

R’ Yisroel was like a big brother
to my father and was a role model of
what was demanded of a real
Tamim. A strong bond developed of
mashpia and mushpa.

“I remember,” said my father,
“that in Lubavitch they would say
that R’ Yisroel Zhuravitzer (as they
called him then for the city he came
from) never lay down to sleep. He
would put his head down and that’s
where he slept. I saw him do this
when he was a mashpia in 770 and
even in his senior years he would fall
asleep while sitting in his office.

A YOUNG MAN
OPENING A YESHIVA

R’ Yisroel got married on
Chanuka, 5680, at the end of the
Civil War in Russia which preceded
Lenin’s rise to power. About two
years later the political situation
became unbearable and the roads
were quite dangerous.

“On Simchas Torah 5682/1921,”
wrote R’ Yisroel, “as we sat
farbrenging in the home of our
friend, R* Shmuel Biala, the
watchmaker. We spoke about the
difficulty to send talmidim to
Lubavitch since we knew that they
were wandering from place to place,
and discussed the idea of making a
division of Tomchei T’mimim in
Homil. I sent a letter to the Rebbe
Rayatz on behalf of Anash, asking
for permission to open a yeshiva in
Homil ...”

The Rebbe responded, “I was
happy to read the letter of our
talmidim, the dear T’mimim, about
the yeshiva that they founded in
their camp, and with pleasure 1
hereby crown it with the name,
Tomchei T’mimim of Lubavitch in
Homil.”

Thus began R’ Yisroel Jacobson’s

Rabbi Yechezkel (Chatshe) Feigin

career of communal service.

On Chanuka, 5682, R’ Yisroel
opened the yeshiva in Homil with a
single student. Three weeks later
there were some more talmidim and
the yeshiva ended up growing nicely.
He hired R’ Chatshe Feigin, who
was much older than him, to be the
rosh yeshiva and took responsibility
for paying his salary of three pud
(Russian measurement) of flour a
month, according to the monthly
flour rate.

Twice a week, R’ Yisroel and
Chanan Shagalov went to collect
money on the street, in stores, to
support the yeshiva.

R’ Jacobson wrote:

I decided to travel to the Rebbe
in Leningrad for Rosh HaShana,
5685. My financial state was dire
and I had no money for a ticket. I
borrowed from the amount that
was raised for maamud as a result
of the travels of R’ Itche Masmid
and bought a ticket for Leningrad.

My wife baked challos for me
and roasted two chickens so I had
what to eat on my travels.

On the way I passed through
Nevel, where my brother-in-law, R’
Meir Simcha Chein (the husband
of my wife’s sister, Elka, through a
second marriage) lived. I wanted to
be in Nevel at least once, for its

Rabbi Yisroel Jacobson

reputation was famous as a
uniquely Chassidishe town (as we
know from the Rebbe Rayatz’s
sichos), so I stopped there for a
day.

My cousin, Chaim Dovid
Malkov (the son of my mother’s
brother, Meir Boruch Malkov),
lived not far from the Rebbe’s
home and that is where I ate my
meals. I slept one time at R’
Shmuel Nimotin and one time at
my cousin.

Erev Rosh HaShana, after
Slichos and Shacharis, I entered
the Rebbe’s apartment (Machavaia
12) and saw that in the large hall
of the apartment which was a shul,
the benches were not yet ready for
Yom Tov.

The Chassid, R’ Eliyahu Chaim
Altheus Hy”d, was one of the
mekuravim and he generously
supported all matters pertaining to
Lubavitch. He was sitting in the
hall and I asked him in surprise,
“R’ Eliyahu Chaim, it’s Erev Rosh
HaShana and nothing is ready for
the shul!”

R’ Eliyahu Chaim answered
parroting me, “Yisroel, it’s Erev
Rosh HaShana and nothing is
ready for the shul.”

His words illuminated my eyes

BEIS MOSHIACH Issue 723 H
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The encoded letter by R’ Yaakov (Moskolik) Zhuravitzer

and added ten years to my
maturity. I understood what he
meant — who was I to be making
demands? I should demand of
myself! I assessed R’ Eliyahu
Chaim as a mature Chassid who
was devoted to Beis Rabbeinu and
who guided those younger than
him to be devoted and to feel
responsible for Beis Rabbeinu.

R’ Yisroel wanted to follow his
parents and he began to consider
leaving Russia to settle in the United
States. He asked the Rebbe about
this in a yechidus before returning
home and was told that although he
should eventually emigrate, the time
wasn’t right yet.

... After Rosh HaShana there
was a meeting of T’mimim and a
majority decided that something
had to be done to get Chassidim
out of the country. They would try
to send one or two of us to
countries abroad and each should
work to bring more talmidim to his
country and to help them move
from Russia.

I was the only one at the
meeting who planned on traveling
to the United States and I was
given the aforementioned
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responsibility in the US. They
decided to give our resolutions to
the Rebbe Rayatz.

I spoke with R’ Avrohom Pariz
(he had also spent Rosh HaShana
with the Rebbe)l and asked him
whether he was ready to travel to
the US. He told me he did not
want to go to America, even
though his parents lived there. He
had been moser nefesh to remain
alone in Russia as a talmid in
Tomchei T’mimim when his
parents went to America; how
could he travel there now? I told
him that he should ask the Rebbe
but he insisted there was nothing
to ask - he was not going to go to
America.

I asked the opinion of our
friend R’ Elchonon Dov Morosov,
and he said that some people were
surprised that I was getting ready
to travel to the US, but he
encouraged me, “Yisroel, go! This
is no place for us!”

I asked him whether, if I sent
him papers for the US, he would
go. He said that he thought it
would be hard for someone his age
— he was already 47 — to settle in a
new country with unfamiliar

circumstances and a foreign
language. However, if I would
obtain papers for him to travel to
Eretz Yisroel, he would go.

THE REBBE ASKED
R’ YISROEL: DO YOU
KNOW HOW TO SPEAK
TO THE TATTE?

The next time he had a yechidus
(23 Adar, 5685) R’ Yisroel asked the
Rebbe again about emigration and
emphasized that his intention was,
when he would be in America, to try
and arrange papers for Anash to get
them out of Russia. The Rebbe said
it was worthwhile beginning to
prepare for this. Apparently, though,
the Rebbe wanted to fully utilize the
strengths of R’ Jacobson and he
asked him in the meantime, until he
arranged papers for America, to be
the mashpia in Homil. The Rebbe
would pay him forty rubles a month.

Then the Rebbe asked him to do
a very special shlichus that could
only be given to extraordinary
people. The Rebbe asked him
whether he would agree to be his
emissary and go to Rostov, to his
father’s grave, for his yahrtzait on 2
Nissan. R’ Yisroel, as a soldier
always ready to carry out his
commander’s orders, was ready to
go. The Rebbe told him he would
give him money and asked him to
buy a train ticket in advance and to
come for another yechidus before he
left so he could give him specific
instructions.

Before the trip R’ Jacobson went
back to the Rebbe. The Rebbe gave
him a package of pidyonos and told
him to place them in the Ohel of the
Rebbe Rashab. Then the Rebbe gave
him a piece of paper on which he
had written a pidyon nefesh and
asked him to read it at the Ohel.

“But I should read it just one
time,” wrote R’ Jacobson in his
memoir, “and only when [ was at the
Ohel and not before, and I shouldn’t
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copy it and shouldn’t show it to
anyone, and shouldn’t give it to
anyone to copy nor come up with
any leniencies in this matter.

“Before I left the yechidus, the
Rebbe asked me, ‘Yisroel, do you
know how to speak to the Tatte?’ I
was taken aback and he said to me,
“You have to speak to my father like
in yechidus. You had yechidus with
my father. Say - Rebbe, | am a
shliach of your son (the Rebbe) and
the Rebbetzin. They made me a
shliach.’

“... Then he told me I should go
to his mother, Rebbetzin Shterna
Sarah a”h. She wanted to give me a
pidyon and something for the house
in Rostov (Brodsky 44), and he also
said I should ask her for her
mother’s exact name (Chana or
Chaya Chana).

“I was overwhelmed by the great
kiruv from the Rebbe and the words
he said. When the Rebbe said, ‘Nu,
you have to go,” I replied that there
were another forty minutes until the
train left. The Rebbe told me that R’
Shmuel Abba Dolitzky had to still
come in for yechidus and he was
also going on that train. I left in a
state of indescribable joy that
Hashem granted me the merit to be
given this holy shlichus and such
kiruv.

“On my trip with R* Shmuel
Abba I couldn’t restrain myself to
conceal my feelings about the event
and the yechidus, although of course
I couldn’t tell him everything. R’
Shmuel Abba’s face expressed his
admiration, as though to say,
‘Fortunate are you that you merited
this!” A Chassidishe friendship
bound us that night as we traveled
together.”

R’ Yisroel continues to tell how
he went immediately to Rostov in
order to carry out his mission and
how on 2 Nissan he went to the
gravesite and in a state of awe he
fulfilled the Rebbe’s request. “I read
it [the pidyon nefesh] just one time
as the Rebbe instructed and read it

Rabbi Yaakov (Moskolik) Zhuravitzer

slowly. I don’t remember the details.
I just remember that it was the
pidyon of a Rebbe, and at the end,
the names of specific individuals
were mentioned.”

R’ YISROEL GETS
INVOLVED IN ASKANUS
IN AMERICA

For the next three months, while
arranging his emigration papers, R
Yisroel was the mashpia in Homil. It
was Rosh Chodesh Av, 1925, when
he and his family arrived in Riga to
get a visa for the US and on 19
Kislev they left Latvia for Paris. On
the sixth day of Chanuka, they
boarded a ship and arrived in the
US on Tuesday, 5 Teives, where they
were brought to Ellis Island.

R’ Yisroel arrived in the US with
$5 and there was definitely no more
than that in the bank when he
passed away, even though plenty of
money passed through his hands in
the interim - money he raised for
maamud, for the mosdos, and for
individual Chassidim.

By Nissan, he had already
managed to raise $1000 for the
Rebbe Rayatz, who was still in

Soviet Russia. He relates:

“On Motzaei Shabbos Shmini,
1926, we held a meeting at the
home of R’ Eliyahu Simpson, who
lived at 116 West 137t Street in
New York. There we founded the
Agudas HaT ’mimim for the
T’mimim in the US. The impact of
the Aguda was twofold — first, in
lifting the spirits of all the members,
strengthening the connection with
their past in Tomchei T’mimim, and
second, strengthening the work of
Agudas Chabad, especially in
support of Lubavitcher mosdos like
yeshivas Tomchei T’mimim in
Poland, and maamud

“We also worked on obtaining
immigration requests for T’mimim
to bring them from Russia to the
usS.”

SECRET LETTERS

In 1927, about a year and a half
after R’ Yisroel settled in America,
the Rebbe Rayatz was arrested in
Russia and the Rebbe’s secretary, R’
Chatshe Feigin turned to R’ Yisroel
for help. R’ Yisroel, despite being a
“greener” in America, did his utmost
to obtain the release of the Rebbe
and to rescue him from the Soviet
Union.

R’ Chatshe, Hy”d, wrote a letter
to R’ Yisroel when the Rebbe was in
Kostrama. R’ Chatshe, who was the
menahel of yeshivos Tomchei
T’mimim, told R’ Yisroel that the
Rebbe was in jail and asked him to
raise money to work for his release.
The letter was written in code
because of the censor and looked, to
someone who was not in the know,
as an explanation about Lavan and
Yaakov.

Similarly, R Yaakov (Moskolik)
Zhuravitzer, who served as the
secretary of the Rebbe Rayatz when
he was in galus in Malachovka after
he was released from jail, in 1927,
sent a letter to R’ Jacobson in the
US enlisting his aid in helping the
Rebbe leave Russia for Latvia.

BEIS MOSHIACH Issue 723 E
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NETANYAHU IS MORE
DANGEROUS THAN
OLMERT AND RABIN!

Gershon  Masika  explains  the
significance of the building freeze in
Yehuda-Shomron, exposes Netanyahu’s
deceit, expresses his hope that the
serious mistake over Gush Katif doesn’t
repeat itself, and advises what do to
about the freeze * An interview with the
Shomron Regional Council Head,
Gershon Masika, by Shai Gefen.

Gershon Masika tearing up the order about the building freeze

u 8 Teives 5770 BEIS MOSHIACH

Once again, a prime minister
from the Right is selling us out.
What is the significance of the
building freeze?

No construction is permitted.
Until now the State hasn’t put up
any new land for contract bids and
today it is prohibited to build even
on private property that has
approval from the land office. No
construction is being done now.
Before, only government land was
frozen. The significance of this
new freeze is the liquidation of the
Jewish settlement in Yehuda-
Shomron.

The prime minister says this is
in the national interest.

They are deceiving the public.
Netanyahu ran for office with a
certain platform and he was
elected based on this but he is
doing the opposite. The fact that
there is a freeze before any
negotiations with the Arabs
indicates that we have no right to
Eretz Yisroel. That is the only
significance and therefore,
Netanyahu’s decision is extremely
serious. In addition, it is racist. If
they did this anywhere else in the
world, it would be called anti-
Semitism and reminiscent of the
British infamous White Paper.

How did you feel when
suddenly, Netanyahu went from
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being all smiles to becoming our
open enemy?

In the history of the state we
have never had such draconian
orders like these imposed so
brutally and quickly. The way the
decision was made and carried out
is illegal. It was done without the
right of a hearing and without the
right of self defense. It was all
done within a few days of the
cabinet’s decision.

Have you gone to court?

Yes. I hope that even the Leftist
court will understand that red lines
were crossed here. It is a blatantly
illegal policy and all the council
heads have publicly called for
ignoring the order.

Many people see this decision
of Netanyahu as the beginning of
the end of the settlement in
Yehuda-Shomron.

They say “lest they multiply”
(as Pharaoh said) and ruach
ha’kodesh says “kein yirbeh” (they
will multiply). We will continue to
expand and build. We lived
through Pharaoh and we will live
through this, too, with Hashem’s
help.

Since the fight over Gush
Katif and what happened as a
result of that approach, many
people are very afraid that the
battle won’t be fought as it
should be.

It is clear to me that the era of
“We will win with love” is over.
According to reactions out there, it
seems that people have gotten the
message that if they don’t fight
now, their end will be like that of
Gush Katif. I really hope that the
Yesha council also learned its
lesson.

Netanyahu insists this is a
temporary freeze, or “temporary
suspension,” as he puts it. Do
you buy it?

Absolutely not. In the Middle
East the rule is that there is
nothing more permanent than
“temporary,” and all attempts at

This is one of the worst decrees in recent years
and it is perpetrated by a prime minister from
the Right, no less, who deceives and lies to the
public. We can’t take this quietly. The public
must take action until the decree is annulled.

trying to sweeten the bitter pill are
misplaced. This is one of the worst
decrees in recent years and it is
perpetrated by a prime minister
from the Right, no less, who
deceives and lies to the public. We
can’t take this quietly. The public
must take action until the decree is
annulled.

But as you know - and many
people will tell you this - there is
nonstop pressure from the
American president Obama, so
maybe you should demonstrate
outside the White House.

We expect a Jewish leader to
stand strong, even against pressure
from Obama. In our meeting with
Netanyahu this week we told him
that this constitutes breaking his
promise to those who voted for
him, not to mention the cruelty of
the order. It’s like in the famous
case of Shlomo HaMelech, where
the one who exhibits callousness
towards the child is not the real
mother, and in this case, it’s
Netanyahu. He caved in to
Obama’s demands and put a freeze
on the entire Yehuda-Shomron,
something we never had before.

We see the conflicts with
mayors being beaten and
arrested. Does that tell us
something about the future
battle?

There will be a major battle
here. In order to implement this
anti-Semitic decree they would
have to enlist all IDF soldiers, and
that’s impossible. I believe that
they will continue building in the
settlements despite the order,
which means that the council

heads realize that it is no longer
possible to fight just with pretty
words. The battle is over every part
of Eretz Yisroel. We are all in the
same boat. Netanyahu under
pressure will cave in to Obama,
which is why we need to roll up
our sleeves and work hard to win.

Netanyahu struck at places that
we least expected: yishuv Shaarei
Tikva in Gush Etzyon, in places
that everybody considers protected
by national consensus. What Bibi
did was never done before, and the
war today is for our homes.

When they came to give you
the order about the freeze you
tore it up in front of the IDF
representatives.

Because it’s an anti-Semitic
order. We will not turn the other
cheek and bow our heads. I repeat:
we have a tough battle ahead of us,
a battle we have not been used to
in recent years. We must save
Eretz Yisroel from our leaders who
have chosen national suicide.

What do you expect from the
public?

I expect people to act like the
Chashmonaim, who were few in
number and went up against the
Hellenist government in Eretz
Yisroel, ready to fight and ready to
face the consequences. The settlers
today are the Chashmonaim of our
generation. Mesirus nefesh for
Torah and mitzvos and the mitzva
to settle the land are required, and
we will win, with Hashem’s help.
The settlers today are in the eye of
the storm and the call, “Who is for
Hashem — come with me” is
apropos.
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DISILLUSIONMENT

By Sholom Ber Crombie

People are starting to wake

up and

realize that something wicked is being
prepared for us by people high up in the

government.

It’s finally happening. The
camp on the Right has realized
that when you are being hit from
all directions, you can’t just sit at
home. What did not happen after
the “Palestinian State” speech at
Bar Ilan and after the sharp
zigzagging towards the Left, is
happening now. The Right is
organizing a national protest, to
conquer the streets, to get out
there and decry the dangerous
policies of the Netanyahu
government.

It seems that something good
has been happening in Yehuda-
Shomron since Bibi announced the
building freeze. The Yesha council
woke up from its apathetic state
and announced a mass protest in
Yerushalayim, and council heads
are united in opposing the
government’s policies. The pickup
in pace of existing construction in
Yehuda-Shomron in the last few
weeks is a blessing in itself. In
every corner they are pouring
concrete for another expansion
and another house. People are
beginning to wake up. They are
getting out of their apathy and
discovering that something evil is
being perpetrated behind our
backs by people high up in the
government and we have to do
something about it.
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I was invited to yishuv Alon
Shvut in Gush Etzyon and 1
overheard a conversation between
two little schoolgirls. One asked
the other what a freeze is and the
girl answered confidently, “It
means to start doing to us what
they did in Gush Katif.”

As awful as it was to hear that,
it showed that we are heading in
the right direction. If a little girl
heard this from her elders, that the
freeze is no less than the first step
towards destruction, this means
the message is getting through.

People realize that Netanyahu is
breaking all his promises and that
we cannot sleep peacefully and rely
on him to protect Eretz Yisroel.
This situation is the fuel we need
to get us to start a war against the
new decrees and to stop him from
racing forward like his
predecessors from the Likud:
Begin, Sharon, and Olmert.

We need a public call for the
downfall of the prime minister - an
almost insurmountable obstacle for
the Right, who find it hard to
topple one of their own. The
“leaders of the settlers” look at
who can replace him, Livni and
Barak, and then they drop the idea
of ousting Netanyahu. They give
him another chance and another
opportunity to prove himself, to

show that he’s serious. He’s given
another break to advance his
dangerous plans and release
terrorists with blood on their
hands and to start the process of
uprooting Yehuda-Shomron.

The call that doesn’t come to
force him out gives him immunity
from the Right and leaves him
susceptible only to pressure from
the Left. As long as this is the
situation it’s no wonder that he
acts as he does.

The Yesha leadership hesitates
to say the words, “Netanyahu, go
home.” They find it hard to lead
the charge calling on the prime
minister to resign, but out there,
people are saying it.

The public is tired of
discovering, time after time, that
they can’t rely on the leaders of
Likud, that “what we see from
here you can’t see from there,”
that each time they get into office,
everything changes. This is what is
causing widespread animosity
toward government regardless of
whether the prime minister is from
Labor or Likud.

Lately, this has been written
about in important forums on the
Right and heard from influential
people who do not hesitate to say
that we need to get rid of Bibi
right away, without taking into
consideration the more
questionable alternatives.

THE REBBE WAS NOT
AFRAID OF TOPPLING A
GOVERNMENT OF THE
RIGHT

As always, the first to envision
the reality dozens of years ago was
the Rebbe MH”M. When the
Rebbe called for Begin to resign,
many people looked askance. Even
those leading the battle against the
withdrawal in Sinai from the Right
did not dare to call for his
resignation. In documents that
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were publicized in recent years
that record the meetings of the
leadership of the resistance
movement in Yamit, it was
discovered that the possibility of
calling upon Begin to resign had
been raised there but had been
rejected time and again, the
reasoning being that they could
not ask him to resign when he
continued to build settlements in
Yesha and he supported the
settlement movement.

But the Rebbe was firm about
it. He didn’t look at the terrifying
alternative on the Left but clearly
stated the Torah’s view. The Rebbe
said that whoever could not
withstand pressure had to resign
and it was forbidden for him to
continue to serve as prime
minister. With Shamir, too, when
he agreed to go to the summit in
Madrid, the Rebbe said he would
fight to topple his government.

Today, many people look at the
history and cry over why the Right
did not sober up then and topple
those governments that brought
terrible tragedies upon us. How
did we not understand that when a
government in Israel advances
plans of destruction that it makes
no difference which party or
electorate it received its votes
from? Those people are klapping
al cheit today when they see that
what the government of the Right
managed to destroy, the Leftist
governments did not even dare to
dream. Still, the call to topple
Likud is considered muktza
machmas mi’us (off limits on
account of abhorrence).

It is only the Rebbe’s message
that remained consistent
throughout. It was the Rebbe’s
voice that always said precisely
what the Torah expects of us,
without taking politics and
coalition concerns under
consideration. It is only now that
those on the Right are suddenly
awakening and beginning to grasp

The Rebbe said that whoever could not withstand
pressure had to resign and it was forbidden for him
to continue to serve as prime minister... Prime
ministers have capitulated to the gentiles like
disciplined bureaucrats who have no mind of their
own but do just as the boss in Washington tells them.

that since Yamit they have been led
astray time after time, wavering in
a way that has cost them dearly.

This new sobriety needs to be
translated into action. As the
Rebbe cried out repeatedly: Stay
home! If you can’t preserve the
principles of security and shleimus
am Yisroel, then resign, and if you
don’t then we have the obligation
to oust you for endangering our
welfare.

WAKE-UP CALL

Netanyahu’s behavior in recent
weeks — he said explicitly that the
building freeze is solely to satisfy
Obama - was not the first of its
kind in the history of Israel.
Unfortunately, we have had similar
incidents in the past in which
prime ministers have capitulated to
the gentiles like disciplined
bureaucrats who have no mind of
their own but do just as the boss in
Washington tells them. The Rebbe
spoke sorrowfully about this many
times.

In one sicha, the Rebbe said,
“... Their fear of the gentiles is so
great that they act in a way that
even the goyim didn’t think of
demanding of them. The real
reason for their fear of the goyim
is the fear and abasement before
the goyishkait within them, which
is the animal soul. There is no
greater galus than when a person
is afraid because of the goyishkait
within him. The more his position
and personal role is one of honor,
the deeper in galus he is.

“This is not the first time that
they are making this mistake, to
favor the opinion of politicians
over the opinion of military men
who are expert in matters of
security. This mistake has repeated
itself a number of times: the
signing of the unfortunate Camp
David Accords, the Yom Kippur
War, the Six Day War, and the
Sinai War. Each time, they favored
the view of the politicians even
though this went counter to the
view of the military, which they
said explicitly was based on
reasons of security (and they also
said this with the Peace in Galilee
campaign) that it [their approach]
would lead to additional korbanos,
heaven protect us!

“Because of political
considerations we have korbanos
from the Jewish people (and each
of them is an entire world) for no
purpose!” (Sicha 22 Sivan 5742)

Everybody knows that the
freeze is a political machination to
keep the Labor party and its
Defense Minister in the
government and to placate the
American goy, and this goes
counter to the opinion of the
security experts. The truth is, this
can lead to a good thing, when
people will ask for the downfall of
this dangerous government and
with Hashem’s help we will merit
the government of Melech
HaMoshiach with the immediate
hisgalus.

BEIS MOSHIACH Issue 723



£00D__DCIS VIOSHAlll £1/1£4/2VUV9 o.01f ANl Faytc oJ

obituary

THE BOSTONER REBBE Z”L

The Bostoner Rebbe, Rabbi
Levi Yitzchok Horowitz, passed
away on Shabbos, 18 Kislev, at the
age of 88.

In 1944, upon becoming the
first American-born Chassidic
rebbe, he reached out to the large
numbers of Jewish college students
in Boston and invited them to his
New England Chassidic Center.
He was personally responsible for
being mekarev many hundreds of
students at Harvard University and
MIT.

After the Six Day War, the
Bostoner Rebbe decided to make
aliya. He had inherited land in
Shuafat which his father had
purchased in 1929 and he wanted
to build a Chassidic community
there. Permission to build was
delayed and the Jerusalem
municipality offered him an
alternate piece of property in Har
Nof. He accepted this offer and in
5744/1984 his new beis midrash
was completed.

Even after he made aliya, he
divided his time between Boston
and Eretz Yisroel. He would spend
the winter in Boston in order to
work with Jewish students and
return to Eretz Yisroel for the
summer.

As his following in Eretz Yisroel
grew, an additional community
was established in Beitar in 1999
for the next generation of Bostoner
Chassidim.

In 1989, the Bostoner Rebbe
was appointed as a member of the
Moetzes G’dolei Ha’Torah of
Agudath Israel. Throughout the
years he stood strong on

The Bostoner Rebbe (center) at a meeting of the Pikuach Nefesh organization

everything associated with Eretz
Yisroel and he believed that all
Admurim and Rabbanim should
make their voices heard in
opposition to any negotiations
regarding giving away parts of
Eretz Yisroel.

In recent years he was a
member of the “Congress
HaRabbanim Pikuach Nefesh,” an
organization that unifies hundreds
of rabbanim in Eretz Yisroel to
strongly oppose giving away land.
He was one of the main
spokesmen and he spoke sharply
on various occasions. After the
Israeli government decided to
abandon Gush Katif, the Bostoner
Rebbe signed a “Kol Korei”
against the expulsion, along with
Rabbi Binyamin Yehoshua Zilber
2”1, the Sadigora Rebbe, Chief
Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu and
Rabbi Meir Mazuz.

Even when he had to use a
wheelchair, the Bostoner Rebbe

personally attended meetings of
rabbanim for shleimus ha’Aretz
and protested the terrible decisions
made by the Israeli government
which endanger all Jewish lives, as
he put it. He would mention that
the shuls that Jews were forced to
abandon in Gush Katif today serve
as Hamas’ launching pads.

The Bostoner Rebbe was not
afraid of publicly expressing his
criticism of frum Knesset members
who do not do enough to preserve
shleimus ha’Aretz and the security
of its residents. He addressed this
topic on many occasions in his
final years and it was obvious that
this caused him much personal
pain. He greatly encouraged the
rabbanim of Pikuach Nefesh who
work to explain the halacha that
forbids giving away land and he
would say that their work is both
spiritual and physical hatzala for
the Jewish people.
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obituary

RABBI MEIR
YECHEZKEL
JUNIK A”H

The Chabad community was
saddened to hear about the passing
of the Chassid, R’ Meir Yechezkel
Junik of Crown Heights.

R’ Meir was born 80 years ago
on Shushan Purim, 1930, in
Ferluki in the Ukraine to Naftali
and Golda Ita Junik, descendents
of Rabbi Levi Yitzchok of
Berditchev, Rabbi Pinchas of
Koretz, and Rabbi Menachem
Nachum of Chernobyl. His father
was a shochet.

The family moved to Moscow
and when the war broke out they
fled to Tashkent, where R’ Meir
and his brothers became friendly
with Chabad Chassidim and
attended the underground Chabad
yeshiva there.

After the war, when hundreds
of Lubavitcher Chassidim left
Russia via Lemberg, the Junik
family joined them. R* Meir, who
was supposed to travel with his
family, was asked at the last
moment to give his passport to
someone else and was promised
that he would travel on the next
train. Unfortunately, the border
was sealed and at the tender age of
17 he found himself alone in Lvov.
He was arrested for not having
identity papers and sat in jail for a
year where he suffered greatly
from the gentiles incarcerated with
him.
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When he left prison, R* Meir
Junik, R* Moshe Chaim
Dubrawsky, R® Moshe Greenberg,
and R’ Yaakov Levkivker decided
to sneak across the border. They
made it across on a Friday and
decided that in order not to
desecrate the Shabbos, they would
rest in one of the houses not far
from the border. The man who had
smuggled them across was a
double agent and he informed the
border police about the group.
They were soon caught and were
put in jail.

After a lengthy trial, over the
course of which they were
subjected to harsh interrogations,
they were sentenced to 25 years in
prison. When R* Moshe Chaim
Dubrawsky heard this, he began to
laugh. The judge was taken aback
by this and repeated the sentence,
thinking he hadn’t realized its
severity. R Moshe Chaim, who
was an older man by then, told the
judge that if the Russian court
sentenced him to 25 years in jail,
that meant he would certainly live
for another 25 years and so he was
very happy about that.

They were sent to labor camps
in Siberia. Despite the hard work
and harsh conditions, their
Chassidishe chinuch and their
hiskashrus to the Rebbe Rayatz
bolstered their spirits. They were

moser nefesh to observe mitzvos to
the greatest extent possible under
the circumstances.

They met a Jew who was not a
prisoner but would come to the
labor camp every day. They asked
him to smuggle in a Machzor so
they could copy it, and that is how
they had a Machzor for the Yomim
Nora’im. R* Moshe Greenberg was
the one who copied it. They
managed to hide this Machzor
from the guards and the entire
group davened from it. When R’
Moshe Greenberg left Russia he
took the Machzor with him and he
eventually gave it to the Rebbe in a
yechidus. The Rebbe kept it in his
room for a few years and then in
5752 he gave it to his library.

When R’ Meir’s parents heard
of his arrest, they sent a letter to
the Rebbe Rayatz asking for a
bracha for him and his friends.
The Rebbe sent them a number of
letters in which he expressed his
wishes for their release.

R’ Meir related that one time he
saw the Rebbe Rayatz in a dream.
The Rebbe blessed him that he and
his friends would leave the camp
alive and well.

After the passing of the Rebbe
Rayatz, his father asked the Rebbe
for his bracha and the Rebbe sent
him letters of blessing. R* Meir’s
brother, R’ Berel a”h, regularly
asked the Rebbe for a bracha for
his brother. On one occasion, the
Rebbe gave him a piece of matza
for his brother Meir and said he
should give it to him when he gets
out of Russia.

In 5713/1953, when the
miracle happened and Stalin
suddenly died, millions of political
prisoners were released. In 1955,
R’ Meir and his friends were freed.
After his release, he traveled still in
his prison garb to the home of
Rabbi Aharon Chazan a”h near
Moscow. R’ Aharon immediately
took him and bought him decent
clothing, and then suggested a
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shidduch for him with
Sarah Notik, a
Chassidishe girl and the
daughter of R* Shmuel.

She, too, had been
caught and arrested in an
attempt to smuggle
across the border
together with her
parents. Her father died
in jail and she and her
mother were released
after a few years. When
she was released she
went to Moscow, where
she lived under a false
identity. R Aharon
Chazan arranged a job
for her where she did not
have to desecrate the
Shabbos.

Three months after he
was released from jail, R’
Meir married Sarah
Notik.

Not long afterwards,
R’Aharon Chazan, who
had a large family, received a large
plot of land so he could build
himself a house. R Aharon was
happy to allow R’ Meir to build a
home for himself in his yard. R’
Meir built his home with his own
hands and lived there for a few
years.

R’ Meir managed to find a job
that, though difficult, did not
cause him to desecrate the
Shabbos. He secretly learned
sh’chita and served as a shochet
for whoever wanted his services.
He and his wife raised their
children with a Chassidishe
chinuch with mesirus nefesh. For a
period of time he sent his son
Berel to learn in an underground
yeshiva in Samarkand.

When the journalist and
Chassid, Rabbi Gershon Ber
Jacobson traveled to Russia, he
met young Berel in the mikva of
the big shul in Moscow and was
surprised to find that the child was
knowledgeable in the entire

tractate of Bava Basra. When he
returned to New York, he wrote
about his trip in the Tog Morgan
Journal and even wrote that under
difficult conditions in Russia he
had met a Lubavitcher child who
knew an entire masechta. Of
course, he did not write the child’s
name so he and the family would
not get into trouble.

The journalist, Rabbi Gershon
Ber Jacobson met young Berel and
when he returned to New York, he
wrote that under difficult
conditions in Russia he had met a
Lubavitcher child who knew an
entire masechta. Of course, he did
not write the child’s name so he
and the family would not get into
trouble.

R’ Meir Junik was a modest,
unassuming person. He did not
complain and he greeted everyone
graciously. He was a regular
participant in the minyan that was
held in R* Aharon Chazan’s house.
At Chassidishe farbrengens that

took place there on
Yomim Tovim, he would
drink a lot of mashke
together with his friends,
R’ Moshe Greenberg and
R’ Mordechai Olidort.
They would sing
yearningly about seeing
the Rebbe and R’ Meir
would cry about being
left alone in Russia out
of his entire family and
about the suffering he
had undergone.

He received
permission to leave
Russia before Pesach,
1971, and by the Rebbe’s
instruction he settled in
Montreal, near his
parents who waited years
to see him. He received a
letter from the Rebbe
which said, “I received
word about their
successful arrival with
great joy.” His brother
Berel gave him the matza that the
Rebbe had given for him.

In Montreal he was offered a
position as shochet but with
mesirus nefesh he turned it down,
saying that since he was unable to
observe all the mitzvos properly
while imprisoned, he did not think
he was fit to be a shochet in free
countries where there were other
shochtim. He served as gabbai and
shamash in the Chabad shul in
Montreal.

In recent years he moved to
Crown Heights, to live near his
children. He was sick this past
year and he passed away on 17
Kislev. He is survived by his wife
Sarah, his daughter Chaya Tzirel
the wife of R Shimon Druk, one
of the shluchim in Detroit; his sons
- Berel, Shmuel and Shimshon
Aharon, and many grandchildren.
He is also survived by his sisters
Ettel Jurkowitz and Chana
Morozov.
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