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in Kiryat Gat, with the Rebbe’s
bracha reverberating in his mind.  

“At that point I knew that this is
what I wanted to do in life, design
and build furnishings for shuls,
battei midrash, etc.”

Did someone show you how to
build an aron kodesh?

“No.  I had to learn it all on my
own.  But as a child who grew up in
a religious home and spent every
Shabbos and holiday in shul, I knew
what they looked like, though
building one on my own was
another thing entirely.  I had to learn
what decorations are used on an
aron kodesh, look for professional
books on the subject, and visit shuls.
I also had to study the little details,
like which image represented each of
the twelve tribes.”

In 5742, shortly after finishing
his army duty, Lechiani opened his
business.  Since then, the small
carpentry shop grew into the biggest
and most advanced factory of its
kind in Eretz Yisroel.  It is 1000
square meters and is located in the
industrial area of Rechovot.  They
make handcrafted interiors for shuls,
bimos, lecterns for chazanim,
libraries, chairs for Eliyahu HaNavi
and cases for Sifrei Torah, as well as
Judaica items and wall ornaments
made especially for shuls out of
brass and copper.  Lechiani’s
employees are top-notch wood and
metal craftsmen.  In recent years,
Lechiani expanded the business to
encompass interior designs of new
shuls and renovations.

How do you approach the

construction of an aron kodesh?
“First, I approach it with awe and

with lots of soul, emotion and heart.
Working on something so holy is
elevating and it goes way beyond
working to make a living.  Then you
have to know the differences
between the various groups.  The

yeshivish and the religious-
nationalists prefer straight lines
while Chassidim like more carvings
and darker wood, and the Sefardim
prefer a lot of handcrafted carvings.
Ultimately, though, these are
individual orders which can differ
widely.”

At the Chanukas HaBayis of the shul near Merkaz Rabbanei Europe.  From
right to left: Rabbi Moshe Garelik, Rabbi Gershon Mendel Garelik, Rabbi Yona

Metzger, Mr. Pinchas Lechiani

“The most memorable person from that
program was R’ Zushe, whom everybody
knew as the ‘Partisan.’  He would get
up on the stage and dance and sing so
enthusiastically that not one student
could refrain from joining in the
singing and clapping.”
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PART 15 OF 20
As the saying goes, “75% of

known facts are either not known or
not facts.”  This is especially true
regarding belief in Moshiach and
Geula, where there are many
preconceived notions and questions
that remain unasked – and
unanswered.

In our previous article, we
discussed the concept of an
individual that has Chezkas
Moshiach and disappears for a
while. We were left with a question:

IF AN INDIVIDUAL DIES A NATURAL
DEATH, DOES THAT DISQUALIFY HIM AS
MOSHIACH?

The answer in short is: No. 
I want to clarify: I am not saying

that Moshiach needs to pass away
before the Geula. I am just
explaining, that if you see an
individual that has the Chezkas
Moshiach, and is successful in his
activities (see previous article) and
then he passes away, it is not against
Judaism to believe that this
individual can still be the eventual
Moshiach.

I know that many people reading
this may be getting alarmed. Does

this not sound like Xianity? The
“second coming”?

Let us set the facts straight:
1) Just because something

sounds like Xianity, does not mean
that it is not a Jewish concept.
Xianity was started by Jewish
people, to recruit Jewish people, so
it only makes sense that many ideas
sound similar.

2) The reason that we do not
believe in “The Xian Messiah”, is
not because he died – it is because
he attacked and abused Torah and
Mitzvos. In the words of the
Rambam (Hilchos Melachim 11:4)
“The Chachamim have prophesied
that Moshiach will strengthen Torah
and Mitzvos and bring all Jewish
people back to Eretz Yisroel. He -
“The Xian Messiah “ - has caused
the destruction of Torah and the
dispersion of Klal Yisroel”. It has
nothing to do with the fact that he
did or did not die. 

Where do we see this idea in
Torah sources?

I will give you a few:
1) The Talmud in Sanhedrin

(98b) states that Moshiach can
either be from the living or the dead.
The Gemara says “If Moshiach is
from the living, it is an individual

like Rabbeinu HaKadosh. If he is
from the dead, he will be like
Daniel.” (see Rashi there)

2) The Abarbanel writes
(Yeshuos Meshicho 2:1): “It should
not be hard for you to think that the
Moshiach can be from the dead.
This idea has already been discussed
in Gemara Sanhedrin, and clarified.
See S’dei Chemed Ois Ayin.”

3) The Lubavitcher Rebbe writes
(Likkutei Sichos 2, page 518): “I
have been asked to explain my
statements that I mentioned that my
Father-in-law can still be Moshiach.
Does it not say the resurrection of
the dead, will be after the coming of
Moshiach?

The answer is: The general
resurrection will be after the arrival
of Moshiach. There can be - and has
been (see Avoda Zara 10:2) - the
resurrection of individuals
throughout the ages.”

4) The Rambam disqualifies only
an individual who has been killed
(see previous article), not an
individual who has been successful
but passes away before building the
Beis HaMikdash and Kibbutz
Galiyos.

We are still left with a question:
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MOSHIACH:
WHAT WE
BELIEVE
Rabbi Gershon Avtzon, Rosh Yeshiva in Cincinnati
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PART 16 OF 20

IS IDENTIFYING MOSHIACH A JEWISH
CONCEPT?

The question is really two-fold:
1) Are we, as individuals, supposed
to be looking for a Moshiach? 2) If
we find him - or think we do -
should we make it public?

The S’dei Chemed (Peias
HaSadeh, Maareches Aleph, Klal
Ayin) writes: “In every generation it
was clearly assessed by the Jewish
people of that time who is fitting to
be Moshiach. The Midrash (Eicha
1:57) writes that immediately after
the destruction of the Beis
HaMikdash, the Jewish people
already found a worthy candidate. 

In later generations, the Jewish
people identified Rabbeinu
HaKadosh as being worthy. After
that, they found Rav Yehoshua Ben
Levi and after that Rav Nachman. In

every generation there must be
someone worthy of being Moshiach.
This is why the students of the
Arizal said in his time that he is
worthy of being Moshiach. This is a
basic concept!”

This is also understood from the
Rambam. As we explained in our
previous articles, the Rambam
divides the characteristics of
Moshiach into two categories: 1)
Chezkas Moshiach 2) Moshiach
Vadai.

Why is the Rambam telling us of
these categories? Obviously, the
Rambam expects us to be looking
for a candidate for Moshiach. As
such, he gives us the signs of what
we are supposed to be looking for. 

Why? Why is it so important to
try to identify the Moshiach of the
generation?

The answer is quite simple: It
strengthens the belief and
commitment to Moshiach. Every Jew

believes that Moshiach can come any
day. If he can come today, there
must be someone who can fill that
role, and our eager anticipation
prompts us to look for that person.
By identifying him, we become more
committed to bringing Moshiach.

[To put things into perspective:
Many people are asked to invest
money in different stocks and
companies. Would you invest money
in a corporation that refuses to
disclose the identity of its CEO?
Obviously not. Only after seeing a
“face” can you decide if you want to
invest.]

This explains the necessity to
personally identify Moshiach. What
about publicizing Moshiach’s
identity? 

This we explain IY”H in our next
article. 
Rabbi Avtzon’s audio shiurim are
available at www.ylcrecording.com

EEss tthheerr ’’ ss   PPaarr ttyy   GGrr ii ll ll
463 Albany Avenue Brooklyn,  NY 11213 718-735-4343

CATERING ON OR OFF THE PREMISES
CORPORATE ACCOUNTS WELCOME.

SHLUCHIM; SPECIAL RATES FOR

SHABBATONS & PARTIES

UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE

BEIS DIN CROWN HEIGHTS

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

COME SEE 

OUR BRAND NEW

SUSHI BAR

OPEN FOR IN HOUSE DINING

TAKE OUT & CATERING

SAVE MONEY 
TODAY!!
Get a FREE analysis on your credit Card Processing!
 

Call Today 888-468-3256 x 2770
Better rates guaranteed – If we can’t save you money we will pay you $100
For a limited time – get your CC Terminal or software set up absolutely FREE

It’s a matter of ONE minute and ONE fax.
 
Contact Mendy Chanin at 888-468-3256 ext: 2770, mendy@dalmao.com
Dalmao, LLC 5th Floor 245 W 17th St, New York, NY 10011
 
 New Businesses Welcome | Exclusive Referral Program | Organization Charities Partnership

731_B_Beis Moshiach  15/02/2010  9:15 AM  Page 35



Since ratzon - will - is a superior
faculty that “issues decrees,” rules
over all the other faculties, and
compels them to act according to
its orders - it follows that the
essential avoda is to arouse one’s
will to exercise its effect - both
upon the person himself and upon
others.

--The Rebbe, HaYom Yom, for 2 Elul.

3:00 pm, Wednesday afternoon.
Instead of getting ready to flee
school like the vast majority of
other Grade 7 classes, this
particular group of 12-year-olds
was just gearing up for their daily
dose of reading, writing, and
‘rithmetic.

This was a “cheider,” an old-
fashioned Jewish day school where
kids from Chassidic families spend
pretty much all day on Torah
studies of various kinds, and only
then, at the end of a very long day,
are expected to eagerly soak up in
less than two hours what takes
public school students, more than
six. 

Now if that sounds overly
challenging for the children,
imagine how daunting it is for the
teachers! I, for one, have no
problem imagining what it’s like
because teaching this kind of class
is something I have done a lot of.

That particular Wednesday at
3:00 pm, I was teaching math.
“Alright class, today we are going to
learn a little about computer
language. You know how Hebrew
has 22 basic letters and English,
l’havdil, has 26? Well, computer
language is called binary and it has

just two letters - zero and one...
Yes, I know zeros and ones are
numbers, not letters, but you know
what I mean. Now, regular math
works on a Base Ten system, but
the computer works on what’s
called Base Two... No, no, not
second base - Base Two.”

“Regular math uses 10 digits -
0, 1, 2, etc. up to 9. Then you
move over to the tens column and
you go all over again until you get
to the hundreds, thousands and so
on - Zalman - stop yawning.
Mendel, put that ball away. As I
was saying...”

“Dr. G, could you say that
over?”

“Yeah, I have no clue what
you’re talking about.”

“Can I get a drink of water?”
I ramped up my energy level,

hoping to magnetize them to the
material a little, and tried again. 

“Okay, let’s look up at the
board. You see we’ve got ones, tens,
hundreds, thousands...? So in Base
Two you’ve got ones, two’s, fours,
eights, and so on. Zero is the same,
one is the same, but there is no
such numeral as “2” so what you
do is, put a 0 in the ones column
and a 1 in the two’s column, you
see? ‘1 0’ is ten in base ten, but it’s
two in Base Two. Get it?”

But they didn’t get it. I took
another run at it but no dice.
Moishie’s now napping on his desk
and the other eyes I do see are
wavering between glazed and
confused. 

These kids are smart but they
have so much listening to do all day

long, how am I going to get
through? I thought, okay, if
listening is the problem, let’s see if I
can simply assign them to read the
text and do the exercises. Still
nothing.

“Alright guys. Who likes pizza?”
Hands shoot up. “Okay, I’m not
that generous, but Bissli and Coke I
could find.”

“What do we have to do?” one
enterprising young man called out.

“You see those 25 exercises on
page 273?”

“No! Impossible! We can’t! Are
you kidding? We don’t even know
what’s flying!?”

“Take it easy. How about if I
give you just one question to solve?
If each and every one of you can
get that one answer right and show
exactly how you got it, I’ll bring in
the snacks tomorrow - deal?”

“Deal!” The chorus was
resounding.

“Fine. Berel, you go to the board
and write down any big, long
number.”

“What number?”
“I don’t know. Yisroel, you tell

him what to write.”
“3 8 7 2 4 0 9 5 6 3 3 2 1...”
“Good enough. Now that’s a

normal number in Base Ten - three
trillion and change. What I want
you to do is to write it in Base Two.
Show your work and be ready to
explain it.”

“Explain what?”
“I don’t get it”
“Huh?”
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ZEROS AND ONES
By Dr. Aryeh Gotfryd
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“Uhh”
“You’ve got to be kidding.”
“You can do it. Divide up into

groups. You can use calculators.
Work it out together. Use the book
for reference. It’s not rocket
science.”

“I wish it was!”
“Don’t worry. Rocket science is

next.” The rest of the class was a
sight to behold. It’s amazing what
the promise of salty crispies and
sweet bubblies can do for the
motivational state of a bored
preteen. Calculators were clacking
as they figured out the column
values - 1, 2, 4, 8, 16... 4196,
8392, 16784... 

“Wait, how do I do this? Hmm.
Oh I see. Oy vei! Could this answer
be 42 digits long? Are you sure this
is how computers work?”

“Kind of,” I replied. “Actually
they work with logic gates. If the
electrons flow through, that’s a ‘1’ -
if they don’t, it’s a ‘0’. It’s kind of
like an ‘on-off’ switch.” 

“Yeah, like the class. We were
‘off’ until you mentioned the Bissli
and Coke”, said Zalman. “You
know, I wasn’t kidding about the
42 digits. Can you check my
work?”

I love these kids. They really
think I know how to instantly
translate some random multi-
trillion number into binary. “I’ll
check it soon. First, let’s see if the
numbers each group gets match. If
not, you’ve got to figure out who
made the mistake and where.”

Our Sages say, “ein davar omed
bifnei ha’ratzon”, i.e., If there’s a
will, there’s a way. Within a half
hour every kid there not only had
the same answer and knew how to
get it, they knew the subject well
enough to teach it. You just have to
know how to push their buttons.

When I got home I had another
button to push - the ‘on-off’ button
on my laptop. I needed a binary /

decimal converter to check their
answer. But before I even got to
that, I focused on that button and
its icon.

Wow. 
I suddenly had a kabbalistic

‘aha’ moment. On/off duality is
represented by a binary symbol - a
‘1’ and a ‘0’ combined. That binary
switch, when turned on, releases a
cascade of further binary operations
that result in an amazing diversity
of processing and display such as
any computer can muster. 

For the student of the inner
dimensions of Torah, there is
another level of meaning here. The
‘on-off’ button of creation, as it
were, is the s’fira of chochma, a
simple point represented by the
smallest of letters, yud. The button-
yud of chochma is the beginning of
creation, a concentrated point
(tzimtzum) from which a line
extends (kav), and the entire
spiritual and material creation
unzips. Hence the verse in Psalm
104, “You have made all of them in
Wisdom (chochma).”

Yud-Chochma is emblematic of
duality because it is the point that
mediates between yesh and ayin, or
being and nothingness, or more
precisely no-thing-ness. But for all
its inherent duality, the numerical
equivalent of yud is not two but
rather ten, symbolic of the world in
all its fullness. Our sages allude to
this in Ethics of the Fathers with

the statement, “With ten sayings
was the world created.”

The ‘on-off’ button’s icon
symbolizes this diversity too, for
when the ‘1’ and ‘0’ are separated
they form the number ‘10.’ 

Still there is something greater
than chochma, greater than the ten
sayings by which the world was
created and even greater than the
duality of being and nothingness -
and that is ratzon - will. Without
will, nothing goes. It’s the impetus
that transcends everything and
motivates it. 

Will is the force that initiates,
whether we speak of the will of the
student to learn, or the will of the
computer operator to push the ‘on-
off’ button, starting the whole
cascade of events, which in my case
led to an online decimal / binary
conversion calculator, that proved
in a jiffy that yes, I really did owe
those kids their snacks
because 3,872,409,563,321 really
does equal
1110000101100111011001100010
11000010111001.

Will can be aroused in a variety
of ways - a Bissli, a Coke, or even a
good thought, such as Yes! I am in
this world for a purpose, and all it
takes is to push that button, to
activate a little more goodness and
kindness, and all the processing and
display will show the ultimate result
- Moshiach Now!
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“Take it easy. How about if I give you
just one question to solve? If each and
every one of you can get that one answer
right and show exactly how you got it,
I’ll bring in the snacks tomorrow -
deal?” * “Deal!” The chorus was
resounding.
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The Chabad community of Tzfas
is in a state of sheer elation, and
emotional cries of “Mazel Tov” are
heard from every corner in an aura
of true chassidic brotherhood and
friendship. Two families,
longstanding members of the
community – the Bleichs and the
Maimons – who were each blessed
with the birth of their first child after

well over two decades of
anticipation, prayer, and hope, and
their tremendous simcha is shared
by all. The excitement was
compounded by the fact that the
children were both born on the holy
and auspicious day of Yud Shvat,
commemorating sixty years of the
Rebbe’s leadership.

The two families were privileged,

many years ago, to receive the holy
blessings of the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, and despite the hard
and difficult trials, they continued to
believe and wait, and refused to
despair. Throughout all these years,
their friends davened for them at
every opportunity, and mentioned
their names at every chassidic
farbrengen. The Rebbe MH”M’s
brachos via Igros Kodesh continued
to accompany them every step of the
way, before every treatment and
diagnosis. Now, at last, they have
joined the countless thousands who
have seen miraculous fulfillment of
the Rebbe’s brachos, and two new
children joined the Chabad
community.

After many long years living in
the Chabad community of Tzfas, R’
Aharon Maimon and his wife, Rina,
recently went out on the Rebbe’s
shlichus to Minnesota. “There’s
going to be a big farbrengen this
Shabbos,” R’ Aharon told me with
much excitement. “Rabbi Moshe
Ehrenstein, the mashpia of the Tzfas
yeshiva, is already airborne. G-d
willing, he’ll arrive on Sunday to be
the sandek at the bris. The entire
community here and many other
guests are scheduled to participate.”
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mirac le story

The Bleichs and Maimons both
received clear brachos from the Rebbe
for “zara chaya v’kayama,” and had
been waiting for the realization of
that bracha with hope, anticipation
and firm belief... for nearly twenty-
five years. Last month, on the
auspicious day of Yud Shvat, to the
great joy of these two couples and
their friends in the Chabad
community of Tzfas, they were both
finally blessed with a child children. 

AFTER DECADES OF
WAITING, A MIRACLE 
OR TWO!
By Nosson Avrohom
Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry
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As far as R’ Aharon is concerned,
the great miracle that he and his wife
experienced with the birth of their
first-born son – after twenty-three
years of marriage – actually began
even before his wedding, back in
Tishrei 5748. “During that year, I
was among several bachurim,
including Meir Chamo and Shalom
Goldenberg, who were asked to help
Rabbi Moshe Yeruslavski, of blessed
memory, with the extensive
Hachnasas Orchim hospitality
services that he organized for guests
coming from all over the world to
spend the High Holiday season in
the Rebbe’s court. We had come
from the yeshiva in Tzfas, and we
worked each day from five in the
morning until midnight, sometimes
longer. Rabbi Yeruslavski’s devotion
infected us as well, encouraging us
to perform at maximum output.

“Towards the end of the month
of Tishrei, Rabbi Yeruslavski
gathered all those who had helped
him and brought us before the
Rebbe to receive dollars. The
excitement I felt at that moment was
beyond measure. My legs were
actually shaking. Who was I to stand
so close to the nasi and leader of the
generation? The Rebbe’s holy
countenance filled me with great
awe and fear. When our turn came,
and we were all standing in the
presence of the Rebbe, I looked for
and found a corner where the Rebbe
would not look at me. My teeth were
literally chattering and my flesh felt
like pins and needles. 

“I was startled when the Rebbe
turned around to where I was
standing, looked at me with his
penetrating eyes and said, ‘Yasher
Ko’ach for representing me at
Hachnasas Orchim, since I was
unable to greet the guests personally.
A groiser Yasher Ko’ach!’ The Rebbe
gave me a dollar for a blessing and
success, and somehow I got outside.
When I regained my composure, I
realized that it wasn’t by accident
that the Rebbe chose to address me

personally. The Rebbe wanted to
bless me with something. Yet, as
much as I racked my brains, I simply
didn’t know what the Rebbe had
meant. Perhaps my shlichus in life
was through the mitzvah of
Hachnasas Orchim? Would this be
the source of the blessing for me?
How was I to know?

“The month of Tishrei came to
an end, and I stayed on to learn in
Beis Chayeinu. In the meantime,
there were many fine Jews who were
looking for a shidduch for me. This
was the difficult year when the
Rebbe was mourning the histalkus of
his Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka, of
blessed memory. Nevertheless, all
the bachurim, myself included,
continued to strengthen themselves
from the illumination of the Rebbe,
his instructions, and his brachos. My
love for the Rebbe was endless, and
I was prepared to do anything to
bring a smile to his lips. 

In general, I have always felt that
I have a special connection with the
Rebbe. At one particular farbrengen,
the Rebbe coughed a great deal, and
this anguished me very much. I
promised then and there that I
would devote half of all my strength
to the Rebbe. A few minutes later, I
heard the Rebbe say, ‘When a Jew
gives another Jew a gift, he must
inform him.’ I felt that this was
connected to the decision that I had
made in my heart. The following
Sunday, I wrote the Rebbe a letter
about this resolution.

“Before people suggested a
match between me and my wife
Rina, I wrote a letter to the Rebbe.
The Rebbe responded to fewer
correspondences that year, limiting
answers primarily to urgent matters,
such as shidduchim. I brought the
letter to the secretary, Rabbi
Binyomin Klein, and he placed it on
a huge pile of letters. It was only
after leaving the office that I
remembered that I hadn’t written
specifically that I was asking for a
bracha for a shidduch. I felt deep
regret in my heart, as I resigned
myself to a lengthy wait for a
response.

“Yet, just a few hours later, Rabbi
Klein called to tell me to say that I
had received a positive answer from
the Rebbe.

“The first time that my wife and I
met was on Rosh Chodesh Adar.
She was staying as a guest of Rabbi
Heller, one of the head rabbanim of
Crown Heights. Leading up to the
wedding, I received another answer
from the Rebbe, also in a relatively
short amount of time. I felt that this
shidduch had come with the Rebbe’s
‘stamp of approval’. Therefore, it
was quite difficult when months and
years passed without our meriting
‘zara chaya v’kayama’. What didn’t
we do? There was no segula that we
didn’t utilize! We visited the most
expert doctors in the field, but none
of them had any good news for us.
They all said that there was no
medical reason preventing us from

T
m
m
a
t
a

A
c
t
I
t
m
f
R
a
i
W
w
u
e
b
g
s
m
f
w
d
p
t
c
B
c

“I was startled when the Rebbe turned
around to where I was standing, looked
at me with his penetrating eyes and
said, ‘Yasher Ko’ach for your replacing
me at Hachnasas Orchim, since I was
unable to greet the guests personally. A
groiser Yasher Ko’ach!’”
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having children, but... My wife
constantly pressured me to go and
ask for a bracha from the Rebbe, but
I was embarrassed. I would pass by
the Rebbe at dollars distribution,
promising myself that this time I
would get up the courage to ask for
a bracha. But every time when my
turn came, I wasn’t able to say a
thing.

“One Sunday, I tried without
success to mumble something to the
Rebbe, but soon found myself being
led on my way out, frustrated and
anguished by the fact that I failed
once again to ask for the bracha we
so desperately needed. But the
Rebbe knows and sees whatever is
going on with a chassid, and he felt
my pain. I suddenly heard Rabbi
Groner calling me back. The Rebbe
gave me another dollar, and then
said, ‘Livnei mazal’ (literally, for
children of fortune). I was elated,
and I made the connection with my
desire to ask for a bracha for
children. I redeemed the dollar
outside by giving a different one to
charity, and I wrote the Rebbe’s
bracha on the one he actually gave
me, including the time and date,
keeping it for a segula.

“The followed days passed in an
aura of hope and faith, visiting
fertility experts, trying additional
segulos, but nothing was happening.
After some time, my wife again
became deeply distressed, and it was
hard for her to endure the anguish.

“Then one Sunday during the
early Nun’im, she passed by the
Rebbe and asked in very

unambiguous terms that she wanted
to be blessed with a son. The Rebbe
smiled broadly and said, ‘Ben
zachar? B’nei z’charim!’ (A son?
Sons!) After such a clear bracha
from the Rebbe, we didn’t
understand how so many more years
passed without children…

“Once I was honored to be
sandek at a bris mila, and one of
those asking me to bless him after
the bris was a soldier in the Golani
Brigade, who told me that he was
going out on a mission over the
Israeli border. Though he was a
courageous and fearless combatant,
this time he feared that he wouldn’t
be coming back. I understood what
he felt in his heart, and I told him,
‘Look, I have in my bag a dollar
received from the holy hand of the
Rebbe. This dollar is very important
to me, but I’ll give it to you on the
condition that you promise that
you’ll return it.’ He promised to give
it back, and I handed him the dollar
with which the Rebbe blessed me,
‘Livnei mazal.’ In the end, the
soldier returned from his mission,
safe and sound, but he became
attached to that dollar, and has
refused to give it back up until
today. 

“Eight years ago, we moved to
the United States. I shared with my
wife my concern that perhaps we no
longer had the Rebbe’s bracha, since
I didn’t have the dollar. My wife
continuously urged me, ‘Aharon,
there must be something that we
have to do in order to become
proper ‘vessels’ for receiving the

Rebbe’s bracha. It’s simply
inconceivable that the Rebbe would
bless us in such clear terms, and the
bracha would remain unfulfilled!’
Once during a vacation from my
work, we were sitting down together
and I told my wife about what I had
experienced during Tishrei 5748,
including the bracha the Rebbe gave
me as I stood on the side out of fear
and shame.

“Listen, go now to the grocery
store to buy eggs and cheese. Get
rolls from the bakery and the
freshest vegetables from the produce
store. From now on, we’re going to
be involved in the mitzvah of
hachnasas orchim. The Rebbe didn’t
just bless you then regarding
hachnasas orchim for nothing. This
is the ‘vessel’ through which the
bracha will come…’

“Who else could find such a
‘woman of valor’? I returned from
the stores, and she prepared fifteen
nourishing sandwiches. We then
went out to the shopping centers in
search of young Israelis looking for
some good kosher food. I also used
the opportunity to put on t’fillin with
them. We soon began to invite them
to our home for Shabbos meals fit
for a king – meat, fish, and a variety
of delicacies. 

“If the Rebbe would host them,
what would he give them? The very
best that there is! This is exactly
what we did. Without even planning
to do so, we opened a Chabad
House in every respect. They would
come to us seeking advice for all
their problems, and we would write
to the Rebbe on any question, while
giving them full and nourishing
meals. Every time that we wrote a
report to the Rebbe, we added a
request for a bracha for children.

“Then, one fine day, in the midst
of all this activity, I received the
good news. Words simply cannot
describe the feeling of sheer joy that
enveloped me and my wife at that
moment. My legs literally lifted me
off the ground, and I could jump

The Rebbe smiled broadly and said,
‘Ben zachar? B’nei z’charim!’ (A son?
Sons!) After such a clear bracha from
the Rebbe, we didn’t understand how so
many more years passed without
children…
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three steps in a single bound. People
would speak to me but my mind
wasn’t there; I felt as if I was flying.
I went that day to the shoe store to
buy a larger sized pair, because my
feet had literally become bigger, as
our Sages, of blessed memory, have
said on the pasuk: ‘Good news
fattens the bone’. I saw it physically! 

“I never lost faith,” said R’
Aharon. “There were difficulties,
there were obstacles, and there were
concerns, but the Rebbe’s bracha
never goes for naught – even after
twenty-three years. When our son
was born on Yud Shvat, our home
shone with a special light.”

* * *
As we mentioned earlier, the

Maimons lived for many years in
Tzfas, and they only recently moved
to Minnesota. “I always davened for
R’ Aharon Bleich,” he told us in a
voice filled with emotion. “It’s no
coincidence that we both merited to
have children at the same time.
We’re both called ‘Aharon’, and I am
very fond of him. He is a pleasant
and easy-going Jew, and every time
people gave me a bracha, I asked
them to add his name for a blessing
as well. I was concerned for him
even more than I was concerned for
myself…”

We grabbed R’ Aharon Bleich,
age forty-eight, for a conversation as
he was returning home from visiting
his wife at the hospital.

His thrilled and excited parents
immediately made the trip to Tzfas
upon learning of the birth of their
new granddaughter, in order to see
her and to offer their assistance to
their son and daughter-in-law. 

“I was born in Paris, and grew
up completely free of Torah
observance,” he began his story. “A
visit with one of my relatives, Rabbi
Eliyahu Turgeman (who today lives
in Netanya), changed my life
completely. I learned Tanya and
chassidus with him, and I felt that I
had found the answers to all my

questions. He told me about the
Rebbe and his miraculous abilities,
and at the first opportunity, I
traveled to 770. In 5748, I met my
wife, Chaya Ora, and we were
married soon afterwards.

“We established our residence in
Tzfas, and I started learning in
kollel. In Tishrei 5749 and 5750, we
passed by the Rebbe for dollars
distribution and asked for a bracha,
and were privileged to receive the
standard blessing given to those who
come before him. We still weren’t
stressed over the fact that we hadn’t
become parents yet. We were certain
that everything would work out fine
with the passage of time. However,

as the months and years passed, we
realized that we had not merited to
have things go smoothly on this
matter. We spent much time going
around to all the doctors and we
went through numerous treatments.
We didn’t give up, although we were
often disappointed. Every failed
treatment brought with it a deep
sense of frustration. 

“One year during the Nun’im, we
took advantage of our presence in
the Rebbe’s Daled Amos to ask the
Rebbe for his bracha that we should
have children. It wasn’t easy for my
wife to get up her nerve to ask, but
she did, and the Rebbe blessed her.
The Rebbe’s words were a source of

R’ Aharon Bleich joyfully holding his new daughter, Rivka

Listen, go now to the grocery store to
buy eggs and cheese. Get rolls from the
bakery and the freshest vegetables from
the produce store. From now on, we’re
going to be involved in the mitzvah of
hachnasas orchim. The Rebbe didn’t
just bless you then regarding hachnasas
orchim for nothing. This is the ‘vessel’
through which the bracha will come…
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tremendous encouragement and
strength for us during the years that
followed. Later, we even sent a letter
to the Rebbe asking for a bracha on
a variety of issues, including a
blessing for children, and the Rebbe
replied, ‘Bracha v’hatzlacha. I’ll
mention it at the Tzion.’ These clear
brachos were what gave us hope. 

“What also helped us a great deal
were the farbrengens in Kiryat
Chabad, Tzfas. Anyone who is
familiar with our marvelous
community of chassidim knows how
much Ahavas Yisroel flows through
their veins. At every farbrengen,
people would give us their heartfelt
blessings that we should merit to
have children. I felt that my friends
and neighbors in the Chabad
community were partners in my
efforts, and they helped me to
remain buoyant in my faith. In all
the years that passed, we were
privileged to receive much spiritual
strength and clear brachos from the
Rebbe via Igros Kodesh. The Rebbe
also gave us encouragement and
instilled us with hope. It is
interesting to note that in many of
these letters, the Rebbe expressed his
support for conventional medicine,

preferring it to naturalistic healing
approaches. 

“The chassidic outlook on faith
despite everything, the
understanding that G-d runs the
world regardless of the hiding and
concealment, is what brought me to
the teachings of chassidus,
strengthening me and getting me
back on my feet time after time.
Before this year began, we knew that
this was a special year – the Year of
770, Beis Moshiach, U’faratzta. This
was a year that required no
acronyms, as the number itself was
sufficient to establish it for a bracha.
We were filled with hope that this
would be the year when we would
merit the long-awaited miracle, and

when it came, our joy and happiness
knew no bounds. This is the year of
Redemption. We experienced our
own personal redemption, and with
G-d’s help, it will be a year of overall
redemption for the Jewish People.”

*
As a result of their private

miracle, the two families have asked
to convey via the Beis Moshiach
Magazine their message of faith.
“We learn from our story that it is
forbidden to despair,” said R’
Aharon Bleich with an adamant tone
of resolve. “Never give up hope! The
salvation of G-d can come in the
blink of an eye, and when the
salvation comes, it wipes out all the
distress that existed before.”
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