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Over thirty-three years, thousands of
chassidim including a vast number of

shluchim, mashpiim, roshei yeshivos
and rabbanim, have been shaped within
the stone walls of the beis midrash.

Rebbe. I soon realized the
impossibility of fully conveying the
impact of the yeshiva in one article.

There is something special about
it that causes the bachurim who
learn there to walk around with a
gleam in their eyes. It comes from
the pride of the Soldiers of the
House of Dovid.

RABBI YITZCHOK ISAAC LANDAU

“WE ALWAYS FOUND
A LISTENING EAR”

Chassidus explains that true
unity is when two opposites are
joined. In the yeshiva in Tzfas that
has built its educational approach on

hiskashrus to the Rebbe, you don’t
feel the need to integrate two worlds
and combine opposites because
everybody here feels as one. This is
evidenced in the personal
conversations that take place among
the talmidim, at the farbrengens, in
the chavrusos, and in general
throughout the day.

You look at them, with each of
them coming from a different
background and different mentality;
students from the United States,
Argentina, Brazil, France, and Eretz
Yisroel; baalei t’shuva alongside
young talmidim from Lubavitcher
homes, and you can sense the “bless
our Father all as one.” There is

extraordinary achdus.

The bulletin boards are full of
notices with texts that read of emuna
and hiskashrus. In the entranceway
a paper caught my eye, one of many,
that sought to encourage the
talmidim to increase the chayus in
mivtzaim, “To be permeated with
Rebbe, to give of myself to the
Rebbe. No more slogans. Actual
mivtzaim.” That’s the atmosphere
and it says it all.

Here, every horaa of the Rebbe is
given full attention. Even after a full
day of learning, though the talmidim
are tired, they don’t rush off to the
dormitory. Most of them participate
in learning after hours, Likkutei
Sichos and inyanei Moshiach and
Geula, and they take part in the
dancing in the month of Adar as the
Rebbe said to increase simcha in
Adar. Where do they get the
strength from? The answer is
simple: it’s a horaa from the Rebbe.

Life in yeshiva has always been
one in which the talmidim live
sincerely with the Rebbe’s horaos.
After spending a week in yeshiva, 1
left with the feeling that I must
return. It’s very hard to leave a place
where you can live such a vibrant
Chassidishe life.

The scene that greeted me in the
big zal was inspirational. About 200
sets of chavrusos were learning with
a deafening kol ha’limud. S’farim of
Rishonim and Acharonim like the
Rashba, Ritva, Rosh, Ketzos, and
Ran are studied with gusto. Young
talmidim from Lubavitcher homes
learn with fresh baalei t’shuva. They
are all asking, answering and
involved in their learning. The
Rebbe’s teachings shed light on
every subject matter. Applying the
Rebbe’s teachings in Nigleh is
something the talmidim get from the
Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Wilschansky,
who often quotes the Rebbe in his
general shiurim, which have
acquired a fine reputation.

Aside from the regular s’darim
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THE KOLLEL TIME-SHARE PROGRAM

When I walked into the zal in Tzfas, I saw a
number of men learning with young bachurim. When
I asked R* Wilschansky about the large numbers of
men and what they were doing in yeshiva, I was
informed of a program that was started in recent
years:

“We decided to give young married men a chance
to continue learning in yeshiva,” said R* Wilschansky.
“There are Lubavitcher young men who feel that
yeshiva is their home and it’s only natural for them to
want to continue learning in yeshiva for another year
or two after they get married. This kollel program is
open only to alumni of the yeshiva and its branches.
Each of them must give
at least an hour a day to
bachurim who need
help in their learning;
some give more than an
hour.

“There are also
baalei t’shuva who
married and want to
continue in yeshiva with
the Chassidishe
atmosphere, learning
and farbrengens, in
order to acquire even
more of what they
missed earlier in life.”

R’ Wilschansky
referred me to the
person in charge of this
kollel program, Rabbi
Yossi Daniel who was
the one who promoted
the idea. I had met R’
Daniel when I myself
learned in yeshiva. Like the rest of the staff, he is an
alumnus and he was happy to return to yeshiva.

“I made my first steps towards a religious life
when I was touring in India. In Poona and Pushkar I
met the Rebbe’s shluchim, R’ Betzalel Kupchik and R’
Shimi Goldstein, and they directed me to the yeshiva

in Tzfas. I arrived on a Friday in the summer of 5760.

My initial reaction was shock. I had naively thought
that a yeshiva is a beautiful looking place with carpets
and chandeliers. From the stories that are frequently
reported in the newspapers about the supposed
shenanigans in yeshivos I was sure that a yeshiva is a
place that brings in a lot of money, yet this was a

simple looking place.

“Later on, when the bachurim came back from
mivtzaim and I joined the davening on Shabbos, I was
overcome with emotion. On the one hand, they all
looked ‘black’ (i.e. religious) to me; on the other
hand, I sensed that this was the Truth and that I had
to abandon everything I was familiar with from the
past. I felt that all of the enthusiasm and upbeat
feelings that the bachurim had, came from a place of
authenticity. The attitude of the staff, the seriousness
and the depth, all convinced me to remain in yeshiva.”

There were two main things that “grabbed” him:

“At a farbrengen with the mashpia, R” Maidovnik,
they brought watermelon to the table. I noticed that as
each bachur took a
slice, he offered one to
a friend too. This
farbrengen made a
tremendous positive
impression on me.

“R’ Ne’eman’s
shiurim on maamarim
that he gave us new
baalei t’shuva were so
sweet and clearly
explained — I can’t
praise them enough.

“When I got
married, I looked for a
kollel but there was
nothing suitable for me
in Tzfas. | asked R’
Wilschansky, who
welcomed me and said,
“You were educated
here and this is your
home.” And that’s how
the kollel program was
started. In exchange, we learn with boys who need
help. I am R’ Ne’eman’s right hand man in the work
with baalei t’shuva who come to yeshiva and need
guidance as they start out.

“We are devoted to this yeshiva because this is not
only where we got direction in learning but it’s where
our lives were shaped. We love the yeshiva. Even
married guys who don’t learn here anymore but live in
Tzfas take a long walk on Shabbos in order to daven
in yeshiva. When you’re in yeshiva you feel that you’re
not turning into a balabus but are remaining a Tamim
with the Rebbe’s outlook, the koch of mivtzaim, and
the chayus of inyanei Moshiach. The yeshiva is the
hothouse for Chassidishe chayus.”
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there are learning contests for
Nigleh and Chassidus with long lists
of those who have won raffles and
keep in mind that each contestant
devoted a lot of time and effort to
his learning.

The shiurim, both Nigleh and
Chassidus, are given by excellent
maggidei shiur and mashpiim. It is a
pleasure to attend the Gemara shiur
of Rabbi Yitzchok Isaac Landau,
who conveys the depths of the topic
with amazing brilliance, as well as
with patience and Chassidishe chein.
I remember that when I learned on
K’vutza in 770, we always eagerly
grabbed up the summary sheets that
were sent to us from R Landau’s
shiurim.

“I came to yeshiva after K'vutza R’ Wilschansky guiding baalei t’shuva
in 5742, with my chavrusa, Rabbi
Ofer Maidovnik who is a Mashpia
here now,” said R’ Landau, the son
of the rav in B’nei Brak. “About fifty
talmidim learned in yeshiva at that
time and there was a very unified
atmosphere. The zal had an intimate
feel; it felt like family. Everybody
knew what was doing with the
others, not only among the talmidim
but also between the talmidim and
the hanhala. We could talk to them
openly and always found a listening
ear.

“The hiskashrus to the Rebbe
was, and still is, pnimius’dik and
intense. It’s amazing to see that
today too, when the number of
students has increased many times
over, that same family atmosphere .
still exists, as well as the dedication ~ I£’S amazing to see that today too, when
the hanhala has for the talmidim. We .
have the privilege of teaching the ~ tH€ Humber of students has increased

next generation in the same manner many timeS Ove’; that same family

we were taught.”

Since [ was a talmid there, the - gpposphere still exists, as well as the

goals have remained the same: a

pnimius dike chayus, Ahavas Yisroel - dedication the hanhala has for the
and dibbuk chaveirim, but I found

differences too: the number of talmidim. We have the privilege of
talmidim has grown steadily and the

gashmius has improved. The beis ~~ teaching the next generation in the
midrash was enlarged and the rooms same manner we were taugh {.

R’ Wilschansky with R’ Mordechai Eliyahu and .R’ Bistritzky a”h
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regarded.

halacha next to them.

explained.

published in Chabad yeshivos.

sources.

WRITING AND GIVING NACHAS TO THE REBBE

As mentioned in the body of the article, the talmidim published eight
booklets of he’aros in Nigleh, Shulchan Aruch, Chassidus and inyanei
Moshiach and Geula in the past year. One of the people responsible for
organizing the material is Yehuda Ginsberg. He relates:

“Each booklet is packed with he’aros even though so many of these
booklets are published. In yeshiva there is a great chayus in writing
he’aros. Many bachurim who thought they would never know how to
write he’aros or pilpulim have written beautifully. R® Wilschansky
strongly encourages the talmidim to write. He gave a talk on the
subject, saying that everybody can write chiddushei Torah.”

Feedback from Anash and Chabad yeshivos, both within Eretz
Yisroel and elsewhere, is favorable. Ginsberg says there are some
Lubavitcher rabbanim who contacted the editorial board about sending
in their own he’aros since they see that this publication is highly

On the top floor of the yeshiva one of the people in charge showed
me a room that is locked during s’darim. Bachurim are sitting in front
of four computers and typing, with piles of s’farim of responsa and

“These bachurim are writing pilpulim for the next edition,” my guide

Ginsberg said that the Rebbe once advised a Chassid who did not
know how to respond to someone who asked him, “Do they learn in
Chabad?” He told him to show the shelves of pilpulim that are

“That’s what spurs us on, the nachas that it gives the Rebbe.”
The yeshiva purchased Otzar HaChochma which contains (almost)
all extant s’farim on one disc. This helps tremendously in locating

The bachurim call the outreach aspect
of the yeshiva “The Biggest Chabad
House in the World,” and it is no

exaggeration.

are nicer.

“Many of the staff are themselves
alumni of the yeshiva. The staff
comes from different backgrounds —
those who learned in Chabad
yeshivos as kids and baalei t’shuva
who got their start here later on.
The chinuch they received in yeshiva
prepared them to be educators
themselves.

“Every graduate knows that the
yeshiva in Tzfas leaves its mark. You
can’t go in and come out the same

way you went in. Not surprisingly,
many talmidim after their year on
K’vutza come back to learn in Tzfas
for shlichus and smicha.”

RABBI YOSEF YITZCHOK
WILSCHANSKY

“ALUMNI WANT TO COME
BACK AS SHLUCHIM”

Even after a long day of work in
the yeshiva, R Wilschansky
graciously sat down with me to
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discuss the yeshiva and answer my
questions.

“It all began in Av, 5733, when
Rabbi Leibel Kaplan a”h came to
Tzfas on shlichus. He was chosen by
the Rebbe to found a Chabad
community in Tzfas and schools
from preschool through Kollel. At
first a group of ten Israeli shluchim
joined him, including one of the
roshei yeshiva, Rabbi Shlomo
Zalman Levkivker who is a Maggid
Shiur and Mashgiach Klali in the
yeshiva now. In the middle of 5737,
after successfully opening the other
schools, he got to work on opening
a yeshiva g’dola.

“R’ Yisroel Kenig, a special
person who was the appointee of the
Interior Ministry for the north,
urged R’ Kaplan to open a Chabad
yeshiva and guaranteed to provide
him with funding. R’ Levkivker and
I, who had been sent there by the
Rebbe the year before, 5736, were
chosen by R’ Kaplan to run the
yeshiva.

“The yeshiva went through many
transitions until it came to where it
is today. It opened with a group of
talmidim who came from the yeshiva
in Lud. The thing that motivated
boys to come to the yeshiva here was
a program for learning sh’chita. The
yeshiva has grown since then and we
had to enlarge the beis midrash and
the dormitory. The administration of
the yeshiva was taken on by two of
the first Chabad settlers in Tzfas
here on shlichus: Rabbi Eliyahu
Aryeh Friedman a”h and Rabbi
Avrohom Goldberg a”h as assistant
menahel.

“I remember that for a long time
we could not all go together to the
center of the country because one of
us always had to remain behind with
the talmidim. When there was a
simcha or kinus, I would alternate
going with R’ Levkivker. Later on,
the mashpia Rabbi Moshe Orenstein,
who is now the head mashpia, joined
the staff.

“After a year we decided to open
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a division for baalei t’shuva. In Eretz
Yisroel of those years the only
Chabad yeshiva for baalei t’shuva
was the one in Kfar Chabad and run
by Rabbi Shneur Zalman Gafni,
which was for English speaking
people only.

“The idea was proposed that we
turn the yeshiva from a regular
yeshiva into one for baalei t’shuva,
which was really needed at the time.
When we asked the Rebbe, he added
the word ‘also’ before the words
‘baalei t’shuva,” and we understood
that this meant to include a program
for baalei t’shuva within the regular
yeshiva (see box).”

The yeshiva in Tzfas was
innovative in many ways that later
became standard for Chabad
yeshivos:

“We wanted to attract bachurim
who had finished K’vutza in 770 so
we opened a program for Yoreh
Dei’a. We were the first to have a
group that learned the halachos of
issur and heter with a rav. Until then
there was no formal program for
those who were studying for smicha.
This also helped those bachurim
who had a hard time with the
material. Our smicha program for
baalei t’shuva is currently run by
Rabbi Teitelbaum, and talmidim who
learned here and who finished a year
on K’vutza, like to come back as
shluchim and to take advantage of
this program.”

NEARLY 50% OF
GRADUATES OF ISRAELI
CHABAD HIGH SCHOOLS

GO TO TZFAS!

One of the characteristics of the
yeshiva in Tzfas has always been the
variety of bachurim:

“The yeshiva is big and has all
kinds of talmidim. Most of them are
graduates of yeshivos k’tanos (high
schools) throughout Eretz Yisroel
and around the world, with nearly
50% of graduates of Israeli Chabad

.
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The first class of the yeshiva. In the front row are sitting (left to right): Rabbi
Wilschansky, Rabbi Levkivker, Rabbi Alter Eliyahu Friedman a”h

I went to the Shuk in Acco with the boys
on Friday and found that every single
stall owner knew about the Rebbe; the
Rebbe’s pictures decorate the stores,

and even the “toughest nuts to crack™
had shed their shells long ago.

high school yeshivos coming to
Tzfas.

“We try to include bachurim who
are not up to par when they come
here. Our goal is to help them. This
requires a lot of effort on our part
and entails taking some chances and
being disappointed sometimes, but
we are convinced that the Rebbe
wants us to do this. Along with the
outstanding bachurim who do well
in the regular yeshiva program, we
also make sure that the weaker boys
get the help they need.”

What is the goal of the yeshiva?

“The goal is to sit and learn
diligently with emphasis placed on
devotion to the Rebbe’s horaos:
going to the Rebbe, going on
mivtzaim, and even the learning is to
carry out the Rebbe’s will and to be
a nachas ruach for him. The yeshiva

is known for simcha and it comes
from that same point, being devoted
to what the Rebbe wants of us. The
Rebbe demands simcha so we’ll be
b’simcha. From 5753 the Rebbe put
a strong emphasis on “Yechi
Adoneinu’ and this has become
central to the yeshiva.

“It’s no secret that the yeshiva in
Tzfas leads the way in inyanei
Moshiach and Geula.”

Where is the yeshiva’s chayus
expressed?

“There are shiurim on the subject
of Moshiach and Geula in all the
classes. Rabbi Y. Y. Silberman and
R’ M. M. Harel are alumni of the
yeshiva who were chosen from
among the staff to give special
classes on those topics. There are
also special shiurim with guest
speakers that are given to all the
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Rabbi Mordechai Ashkenazi, rav of Kfar Chabad, giving a shiur

talmidim. The Rebbe says that the
‘direct path’ to hasten the Geula is
by learning about it and that’s why
we set this up. Inyanei Geula
includes deep intricate topics of
study and we try to instill an
awareness of the Rebbe’s demand in
the bachurim.”

You are aware of the complaints
that the yeshiva is more involved in
inyanei Geula and mivtzaim and
less involved in learning?

(R’ Wilschansky smiles):
“Whoever comes into the yeshiva
sees and hears the koch in learning
and the involvement in learning on a
high level in both Nigleh and
Chassidus, and can attest that the
complaint is baseless.

“The talmidim produce booklets
of he’aros and biurim about ten
times a year, and that’s in addition
to the thick volume of pilpulim that
is published for 11 Nissan and the
book we put out for the end of the
year (see box).

“Our emphasis on inyanei
Moshiach is not excessive. As long
as the Geula isn’t here, whatever we
do isn’t enough. All these Moshiach
studies and activities are done
outside of the hours of regular
seider.

“Over the years, different
divisions have been formed in the
yeshiva, to cater to students of every
educational level, from the students

from strong backgrounds to the
baalei t’shuva as well as weak
bachurim whom we do not hesitate
to accept. We opened a division for
safrus (scribal arts). Every year there
are three rotations of six talmidim
each time who learn safrus in the
afternoon. They are taught by R’
Rossen Samulkin, who is also a
graduate of the yeshiva.”

RABBI ASHER GERSHOVITZ

“ AM HELPED BY THE
INSIGHTS THAT I
ACQUIRED IN THOSE
YEARS”

There are various aspects of the
relationship between the staff and
the talmidim that are unique. For
example, the yeshiva has several
mashgichim who are “mashgichei
mahus.” You may be familiar with
the world of yeshivos for many years
but still not know that term, as it is
special to the yeshiva in Tzfas. These
mashgichim don’t mark attendance
and don’t deal with discipline
problems. Their job is to develop the
learning potential in every bachur.

“In the past I would mark down
attendance and whether the boy was
learning or not, but now my job is
very different,” says Mashgiach R’
Asher Gershowitz. “When you
circulate among the bachurim, talk
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with them, urge them to learn, and
help them with difficulties, you
discover that a bachur who you
previously assessed as unable to
produce scholarship on his own, has
abilities you didn’t know he had.
There were many bachurim who we
believed in much more than they
believed in themselves.”

R’ Gershowitz, like most of the
staff, attended the yeshiva himself:

“When I came to yeshiva in the
middle of the 80’s, the staff
consisted only of R* Wilschansky
and R’ Levkivker. I liked the
intimacy and the warm, family-like
feeling. There was an atmosphere of
hiskashrus to the Rebbe and we, the
young talmidim who came from
Lubavitcher homes, learned together
with baalei t’shuva. The hanhala
would ask us to help one bachur or
another. It was an amazing period in
my life. Today I am helped by the
insights | acquired back then in my
attempt to understand the bachurim
of today.”

RABBI YARON NE’EMAN

AN ATMOSPHERE OF
AHAVAS YISROEL
AMONG THE TALMIDIM

On Friday night I joined a
farbrengen with baalei t’shuva, led
by R’ Yaron Ne’eman, coordinator of
the program for baalei t’shuva and
general Mashgiach in the yeshiva.
His two jobs express the point I've
mentioned earlier, that of integrating
all kinds of talmidim into the
yeshiva.

“There’s a lesson in chinuch to
learn from Parshiyos VaYakhel and
P’kudei. VaYakhel represents the
‘general’ and P’kudei the ‘specifics.’
We have to also focus on the specific
details. Even if sometimes, pushing a
student for the details causes some
temporary slip-ups that’s nothing to
be afraid of because the only way to
progress is from our ‘falls.””

“Since the program for baalei
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t’shuva was established, until today,”
said R* Wilschansky, “our guiding
principle, which has proven to be
effective and successful, has been to
allow the talmidim to build
themselves up. Progress is measured
by healthy integration amongst the
other talmidim, in learning with
chavrusos who are primarily from
Lubavitcher homes. Although there
are gatherings and events just for
them, the goal is for them to
participate in the regular shiurim
and to be part of the general yeshiva
atmosphere.

“Integrating the baalei t’shuva
within the general program enables
them to build themselves up so that
in addition to the shiurim and
farbrengens that are designated for
them, they mix with the other
bachurim and there is tremendous
mutual aid. In the yeshiva there is a
strong and healthy connection
between the older and younger
talmidim as well as between baalei
t’shuva and those born and bred
Lubavitch.”

Many baalei t’shuva who learned
in Tzfas have gone on to become
shluchim and rabbanim. We didn’t
have to go far to find a good
example of this successful
educational approach because the
Mashgiach, R’ Ne’eman is one of its
many products.

“I came to yeshiva in Tammuz
5747/1987. 1 had become a baal
t’shuva a half year earlier on my
own. During Reserve duty in
Kochav HaYarden, I met Rabbi
Shlomo Benisti. He is a very
delightful religious Jew and his smile
and depth won me over. We slept in
the same room and my first lesson
was from the large volume of
Rambam that he kept beside his bed.
I already knew that if I wanted to
acquire broad knowledge I had to
attend yeshiva. He recommended the
yeshiva in Tzfas and promised that I
would be satisfied. I imagined a
yeshiva to be a dark, dank place but
I was determined to go.

—

R’ Wilschansky giving a shiur
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R’ Levkivker giving a shiur

“When I completed my stint in
Reserves, I called R Wilschansky.
He asked me some questions and
suggested that I come to yeshiva for
Shabbos and if I liked it, I could stay
on. (I liked his approach and it’s one
I use today with baalei t’shuva. No
pressure. Come and take a look and
if you like what you see, stay and
learn). When [ arrived at yeshiva
that Friday I met the talmidim of
Atah, who hadn’t yet left for
mivtzaim. They told me that all the
bachurim had gone on mivtzaim. |
didn’t know what that was. I didn’t
know that Chabad is an army and
the T’mimim are soldiers. In the

Rabbi Yaron Ne’eman and Rabbi Alkobi at
a Hachnosas Seifer Torah for the yeshiva
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meantime, they sent me to the mikva
and then I waited in the deserted
dormitory.

“At 3:30 the bachurim began
trickling in. We got ready for
Shabbos and one of the bachurim
took me to the zal and we began
learning Likkutei Torah. What got
me were the words, ‘and we need to
understand.” Before that I thought
religion was just about accepting
everything on faith. Now I knew I
was in the right place. What 1
especially remember about that
Shabbos is the atmosphere of Ahavas
Yisroel between the talmidim. R’
Orenstein’s farbrengen and the
niggunim with R* Wilschansky also
made a deep impression on me and
won my heart and I decided to
stay.”

As coordinator for the baal
t’shuva program, R* Ne’eman takes
care of their special needs, and
provides heart to heart counseling as
someone who has been through the
process himself. Later on, he helps
many of them with shidduchim.

THE BIGGEST CHABAD
HOUSE IN THE WORLD

Every week, hundreds of
bachurim go on mivtzaim: mivtza
t'fillin, mivtza mezuzah, shiurim,
seasonal and holiday activities, etc.
We would go to nearby cities in
order to register children for a letter
in a Torah scroll. On the wall of
yeshiva was a sign on which it said
how many we managed to sign up
each day. Every Friday, buses full of
talmidim head out to cities
throughout the north of the country,
from Haifa in the west to the Golan
Heights in the east. During Purim
and Chanuka, the yeshiva boys go
beyond the northern cities to
yishuvim in the south, in Yehuda-
Shomron, and army bases deep in
the south of the country. The shliach
in Eilat has told me how much he
enjoys the “Tzfasim.”

Months before the Yomim Tovim,

UNIQUE FLAVOR

Every yeshiva has its
uniqueness. The Chabad
yeshiva in Tzfas has so many
special qualities. Here are some
of the outstanding ones:

*A chayus in inyanei Moshiach
and Geula

*Regular shiurim in halacha,
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim
and Yoreh Dei’a

*Shiurim in Hilchos Stam for
those who are interested

*A special program for baalei
t’shuva

*For every shiur (level) there is
a special class for learning
Gemara-Rashi-Tosafos

*A nosei v'nosein for each class
*Shiurim in inyanei Moshiach
and Geula

*A special connection with the
talmidim even after they
graduate

*A special emphasis on finding
a mashpia

*Nearly all the of the staff,
including teachers of Nigleh,
farbreng with groups of
bachurim

*Tutors for Gemara, Tanya,
and Chassidus for English
speakers

*A kollel program in which
kollel members learn with
bachurim for an hour a day
*A library with computer
stations that have Otzar
HaChochma and Otzar 770
installed, for reference
purposes

*Mivtzaim and programs as
part of the yeshiva schedule

numerous shluchim call the
mashgichim of the yeshiva and ask
whether talmidim can come to them.
“When the Rebbe’s inyanim are
‘alive,” then outreach is an integral
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part of yeshiva life,” explains R’
Wilschansky.

I went to the Shuk in Acco with
the boys on Friday and found that
every single stall owner knew about
the Rebbe; the Rebbe’s pictures
decorate the stores, and even the
“toughest nuts to crack” had shed
their shells long ago. When I learned
in yeshiva I went to the Shuk
regularly and got to know the people
there. To my dismay I discovered
that there were less people putting
on t'fillin in the Shuk now than
there were when I was there. [ was
relieved when I was told that this is
because many of the store owners
have bought their own t'fillin, which
they put on daily.

The bachurim and the store
owners have a good relationship.
Many of the store owners have seen
miracles thanks to brachos they
received when they wrote to the
Rebbe through the Igros Kodesh.

Sammy runs an automotive
electrician shop. “Every week,” said
one bachur, “at the end of our route
we come to his store to farbreng
with him and speak about the
parsha. One week we saw that his
entire face was covered with dark
blotches. He told us that he had
kidney stones and that we shouldn’t
come the following week because he
would be having an operation. We
had a bottle of the Rebbe’s water
and gave him a little to drink and he
made good hachlatos.

“The following week, when we
finished our route, we debated
whether to go to him or not, and
decided it doesn’t hurt to try. How
surprised we were when he came out
to greet us and shouted, “You won’t
believe what happened! Before the
operation I underwent tests and they
showed that the stones had been
passed naturally!””

While the bachur told me the
story, Sammy nodded his head and
affirmed every word.

The bachurim call the outreach
aspect of the yeshiva “The Biggest
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Chabad House in the World,” and it
is no exaggeration. The yeshiva has
rooms designated for shiurim that
are given via telephone every week
to hundreds of people. Talmidim
also give shiurim in dozens of
places. Numerous shiurim are also
given in yeshiva high schools and
hesder yeshivos throughout the
north. These shiurim are mainly
given by the talmidim-shluchim of
the yeshiva.

ONE FAMILY WITH
400 BROTHERS

Towards the end of my visit to
the yeshiva, I asked R* Wilschansky:

How do you and the staff create
a warm family atmosphere for
about 400 students so that each
talmid truly feels the cohesion?

“First, the talmidim know that
there’s someone here to help them
twenty-four hours a day, and they
avail themselves of this when
necessary. In addition, we've
enlarged the number of staff and
have a terrific team which includes
mashpiim, mashgichim, meishivim,
maggidei shiur, and “nos’im
v'nosnim” for every shiur. They
don’t rest for a moment. Aside from
them we have rabbanim and special
staff members for different groups:
men who speak French, Spanish and

Hundreds of alumni attending a reunion

English who are responsible for
students from France, Argentina,
Brazil and the United States. We
encourage talmidim to accede to the
Rebbe’s request and get themselves a
mashpia, preferably a member of our
staff, which definitely adds to the
special personal atmosphere we have
here.

“Our alumni who return as
shluchim also do a great job. We
also encourage farbrengens for
classes and even smaller groups with
staff members and shluchim. These
farbrengens do so much for the
talmidim. In smaller groups the
talmidim feel more comfortable
opening up, which enables us to help
them. The practice of farbrengens
remains with them even after they
leave yeshiva.”

After 31 years do you have any
special plans for the future?

“A few years ago we bought
property behind the yeshiva thanks
to the generosity of our friends R’
Dov Liebman of Argentina and R’
Menachem Mendel Shagalov of New
York. Our plan is to build a building
that will contain the entire yeshiva,
the dormitory, zal and offices, to
house and serve 600 bachurim.
There are so many bachurim who
want to come to our yeshiva but we
cannot accept them all due to lack of
space. With this expansion, we will
be able to accommodate everyone.
Moshiach is coming soon and he
will make sure everyone is
accommodated long before our
expansion is done.
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COVERING UP

IN THE

FACE

OF DANGER

By Menachem Ziegelboim

PART 1

A light breeze blew that late
evening. One who listened to the
sighing of the wind would certainly
hear the sigh of t’shuva during these
days, the Aseres Yemei T’shuva. The
sounds of the niggun that wafted
from the windows of the shul were
laden with yearning, a longing for
t’shuva, to return to our Father in
heaven.

At the table sat the mashpia, R’
Mottel Kozliner who was
farbrenging with a group of
Chassidim, men and bachurim,
those who did not go to the Rebbe
that year. He spoke about the
uniqueness of these days and their
preciousness, and the need to use
every moment to return to our
Father in heaven. He spoke about
taking care in mitzvos and especially
in minhagim. In this spirit he told
the following story:

It was some time after the Rebbe
Rayatz left Russia, an event which
made the Chassidim who remained
there feel bereft, distant from a
concerned father, with a barrier of
iron separating them. Nevertheless,
the work to spread Judaism
throughout the Soviet Union not
only did not stop but increased.
Branches of yeshivos opened up in

various cities while others wandered
from place to place because of the
KGB that pursued them, wanting to
eradicate every vestige of Judaism
and particularly to stamp out the
remnant of “Schneersohns” who
remained in the country.

However, the Chassidim, as loyal
soldiers, carried on their work.
Secret agents were sent to run
chadarim in damp cellars. Here and
there Chassidim congregated
secretly for minyanim, learning
Nigleh and Chassidus, and holding
farbrengens. Jewish and Chassidic
life continued unabated under the
noses of the Yevsektzia.

The 1930’s were the hardest
years. The KGB, with an order from
above, intensified their persecution
of Chassidim and dogged their

footsteps for the purpose of catching

as many of them as possible. They
could not allow a handful of
Chassidim, without arms or any
other significant means at their
disposal, to make a laughingstock of
the entire mighty Soviet regime.
Indeed, the zealous KGB were
successful in that they were able to
arrest a number of Chassidim, and
they eagerly tried to extract from
them details about their work. Most
of the Chassidim who were caught
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were able to heroically withstand the
torture and not reveal a word about
what was going on. But under the
extreme pressure, some Chassidim
broke and they revealed
incriminating information.

KGB interrogators were amazed
when they discovered the extent of
the work being done throughout the
Soviet Union and they rejoiced over
the information. They descended at
night simultaneously on the homes
of Anash in various places. Arrests,
trials and exile to Siberia followed
and there were even impromptu
executions without trials that took
place in cellars. Thus ended the lives
of those holy Chassidim. This
became the fate of anyone who was
suspected of being associated with
Lubavitch. They all knew that they
were in the KGB’s sights and they
fled from place to place, not
knowing what the morrow would
bring.

PART 11

Due to the nonstop persecution,
many Chassidim left their homes
and tried to get as far away as
possible. Some Chassidim ended up
in a certain town. To the best of
their knowledge this place was safe,
for hardly any religious Jews
remained here, let alone Chassidim.
Thus persecution in this town was
far less than in other places and it
was possible, at least for a short
time, to be able to breathe without
constant fear of arrest.

One shul remained. It was
purposely left by the communists
who wanted to demonstrate that in
Russia they did not persecute
religious people but permitted all
who wanted to, to live a religious
life. The Chassidim knew that like
the other such shuls throughout the
country, this shul was run by
gabbaim appointed by the
government who reported to the
KGB. Visiting the shul was
dangerous and if someone went



‘ 756_Beis Moshiach 30/08/2010 9:19 AM Page 55

there he knew he was being
watched. These gabbaim reported
about every stranger who walked in
and every conversation that took
place.

The Chassidim who took refuge
in this town went to the shul to
daven on Shabbos and Yom Tov,
taking care not to talk to one
another and not to do anything that
would arouse suspicion.

PART III

One of the guiding principles
given to KGB agents in order to
catch “Schneersohns” was to follow
and see how they davened. They
heard that in Lubavitch they were
particular about davening with a
tallis over their head and not just on
their shoulders, in contrast to other
groups which were not particular in
that way and mostly kept their tallis
on their shoulders.

When the KGB discovered this
practice they immediately sent their
agents to shuls to follow all those
who davened with a tallis over their
head. It was almost a certainty that
he belonged to the “Schneersohns”
and deserved special treatment.

Chassidim eventually found out
about this and they passed the word
around that due to the danger, they
couldn’t wear their tallis over their
head. Knowing this, the Chassidim
who arrived in this town were
careful about not putting their tallis
over the head so they wouldn’t fall
under suspicion.

“We davened there,” said R’
Kozliner, “on the Yomim Nora’im —
on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur,
too. We made sure not to put the
tallis on our head for we knew how
dangerous this was.”

It was Yom Kippur, the day of
forgiveness and the wiping away of
sin. The shul was full. Even Jews
who stayed away from shul the rest
of the year, Jews who had strayed
from their traditions willingly or
because they had been forced, went

Aot |

“During those lofty moments of N’ila
there was no room for questions or
discussion. All did as Chassidim had
always done. I saw the revelation of the
yechida of the nefesh during N’ila”

to shul on this day. It was a day in
which the spark in their neshamos,
dormant throughout the year, was
ignited.

The Chassidim tried not to stand
out.

The sun was setting and soon the
holy day would be over. There were
only a few minutes left of k’dusha to
grab onto. The chazan began Ashrei
of N’ila and then suddenly, as
though it had been preplanned , all

the Chassidim lifted their talleisim
over their heads, as though they had
forgotten for a moment where they
were and how dangerous this was.

“During those lofty moments of
N’ila there was no room for
questions or discussion. All did as
Chassidim had always done. I saw
the revelation of the yechida of the
nefesh during N’ila and boruch
Hashem all turned out well,”
concluded R* Mottel.
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memoirs

THE CUP OF WATER
WHICH SAVED THE MIKVA

Prepared for publication by Avrohom Rainitz

The health department officials, who
came for the purpose of preventing the
mikva from opening, claimed that the
water was unsanitary and people could
not be allowed to immerse in such
water. When R’ Refael heard that, he
protested mightily and insisted that the
water was perfectly clean. To prove his
point, he drew a cup of water from the
pit, made a loud bracha, and drank the
water...* Another chapter in the
memoirs of Rabbi Hillel Zaltzman.

PAINFUL with blankets so from the outside

DISAPPOINTMENT they wouldn’t see or hear sounds
from those farbrenging.

THE NIGIP(II'ngli]YUD-TES We once held a Yud-Tes Kislev

farbrengen in the home of R’ Dovid
Mishulovin in the old city. It was a
dark and cold night and it was
pouring when we heard a sudden
knock at the gate of the courtyard.
We instantly fell silent and strained
our ears, waiting for the knocking to
stop so we could continue our
farbrengen. But the knocking
continued and we decided that all
the bachurim would hide behind one
of the closets while R* Dovid’s wife

The bitter galus we were in, in
Samarkand, and the tremendous
fear engendered by informers,
sometimes over nothing,
occasionally were the cause of some
very painful incidents. In the early
years, when the bachurim learned by
us, we tried to hold farbrengens far
away so that undesirable guests
wouldn’t come to us. The windows
were always covered on the inside
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Sarah would go out and see who
was knocking so late at night.

We who remained in the room
peeked from a tiny crack in the
window and we saw Sarah arguing
with someone. After two long
minutes she returned and said that it
was R’ Refael Chudaitov who had
come from the Gishmal quarter to
attend the farbrengen. Our hearts
melted. He wasn’t young and he had
traveled by bus and then had to walk
for twenty minutes from the bus
stop on the dark and cold street in
the pouring rain and yet, for fear of
discovery, he had to be turned away.

It wasn’t easy returning to the
table and continuing the farbrengen.
The bachurim came out of their
hiding place but we felt once again
how difficult this galus was. We were
even afraid of one another!

To R’ Refael’s credit, it should be
noted that although he suspected —
and sometimes he saw clearly — that
we were hiding things from him, he
never got angry or offended. He
understood us and knew that we
were frightened of everybody.

AN EMOTIONAL PRAYER
AT THE GRAVESITE OF
THE REBBE RASHAB

R’ Refael’s son, Shemtov, worked
in the agricultural sector fattening
sheep. Gentiles once made up a
story about him that he wasn’t doing
his work and he was arrested and
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was interrogated. R’ Refael had good
connections with senior officials in
town who were capable of helping
him and getting his son out of jail,
but he was in the hospital in the
Crimea at the time with his wife.

Due to the seriousness of the
situation, the family decided to
inform him via telegram. Since they
were afraid to write openly, they
merely wrote that Shemtov was sick
(a code word that hinted that his son
had been arrested) and they all
awaited his coming.

They waited anxiously for R’
Refael to return in response to their
telegram, but days passed and he did
not show up. In the meantime things
worked out miraculously and
Shemtov was released.

The day after he was released, his
father arrived in elevated spirits and
he asked: “What’s new? Did they
release Shemtov yet?”

After the family told him about
his son’s release they asked him why
he had delayed in coming and why
he was in good spirits before
knowing that his son was released.
He replied with his characteristic
smile: “After I got the telegram |
thought, how can I help when I get
to Samarkand? I might be
successful and I might not. I opted
to travel directly to Rostov to the
Rebbe Rashab, where I prostrated
myself on his grave. | told the Rebbe
what happened: (he would often
speak of himself in the third person)
‘Refael is standing and crying. My

son was arrested. Help us Rebbe.’
That’s what I did; I davened and
cried and asked the Rebbe to help
us. Refael was sure that his prayer
was accepted and that Hashem
would help. I returned to
Samarkand with a tranquil heart. |
was confident that the Rebbe would
do everything to get my son out of
jail.”

THE CUP OF WATER
THAT SAVED THE DAY

R’ Refael’s heart was alert to all
matters of k’dusha, whether in
Samarkand or in the surrounding
areas. If he heard that his help was
needed with some spiritual matter,
he would go and offer his assistance.

In Samarkand there was one
mikva that operated officially. It was
called “R’ Abba Pliskin’s mikva” for
the Chassid, R’ Abba Pliskin, who
took care of it during World War 1.
As I mentioned in previous
installments, the official law in the
Soviet Union did not forbid religious
services in an overarching way, and
most of the attacks against religion
were done with various excuses such
as going against the spirit of
communism. At the time of the
infamous Doctors’ Plot, the
government took advantage of the
atmosphere of incitement against the
Jews to close the mikva.

At first people went to other
cities in the vicinity where there was
an operating kosher mikva. Secret

mikvaos were made which were used
by G-d fearing families but these
mikvaos had a big disadvantage. We
were not able to tell people outside
of our immediate circle about them
because we were afraid that
someone would tattle. I was once in
Tashkent and 1 stayed with a
Lubavitcher. Shabbos morning, as |
got ready to go to the mikva, my
host said: “Let’s toivel together.”

I asked: “Where, here?”

He brought me into the kitchen
and said: “Can you guess where the
mikva is?”

I didn’t know what to tell him.
How could I guess? I saw an
ordinary kitchen and that was it.
Then he raised the linoleum and |
could immediately tell that under the
boards was a mikva.

This was the reason that in the
60’s, many years after the Doctors’
Plot and when things had quieted
down, the men in Samarkand
decided that the time had come to
reopen one of the local mikvaos,
officially, so we could publicly
announce it for the benefit of all.
Since officially opening the mikva
necessitated dealing with the
government, an undertaking that all
of us feared, R’ Refael acceded to
the requests of the young men and
presented a request to the authorities
to open the mikva.

The advantage in R* Refael
presenting our case was two-fold.
First, he was a local citizen who
spoke their language and second, he

BEIS MOSHIACH Issue 756 R



‘ 756_Beis Moshiach 30/08/2010 9:19 AM Page 58

was an older person and most of the
government’s wars over religious
matters were directed against
religious education of the young. In
addition, he was a tremendous baal
bitachon and was not at all fazed by
the government. He would say,
“Why are you worried? You need
more bitachon.”

(R’ Refael organized the learning
in the towns surrounding
Samarkand and as we arranged, we
were responsible for the finances. It
once happened that we were asked
to pay up our accounts in full, but
we simply didn’t have any money
and we didn’t know where we would
get any. R Refael just said: “Why
worry? You need bitachon!” |
remember telling him: “R’ Refael,
the goyim in the market don’t sell
anything for bitachon!”)

Government officials who heard
R’ Refael’s request about opening a
mikva immediately began looking for
reasons to refuse him. Their main
reason was that according to the
health laws, public places had to be
extremely hygienic. The water would
have to be changed after every
person immersed and since this
wasn’t practical, the mikva could not
be opened. R’ Refael maintained that
the mikva was up to the sanitary
requirements and if they wanted to
check it out they should send
someone.

After much effort the government
announced that they would be
sending an inspection committee
which would decide whether the
mikva was up to standard and could
be opened to the public. Of course
R’ Refael was there when they came.
The inspectors who came for the
purpose of not allowing the mikva to
open immediately said that the water
was dirty and people could not
immerse in it. When R’ Refael heard
this he protested and said the water
was perfectly clean and they were
just making things up. To prove that
he was right he took a cupful of
water from the mikva, said a bracha
out loud, and drank it.

R’ Refael’s courage and his
willingness to unhesitatingly drink
the water left the committee
members stunned. In the end they
allowed the mikva to open.

PERMISSION FROM
MOSCOW TO BUILD A
MIKVA

Another few years passed and
towards the end of the 60’s a wind
of greater freedom began to blow.
The government began to give visas
to leave the country and the general
mood of terror toned down. R’
Refael decided to take advantage of
this new era and to build an official
mikva in the shul in the old city,
since R” Abba Pliskin’s mikva was
only “half official.”

Since all religious matters were
officially under the cultural
department of the city, R* Refael met
with the head of the religious
department in Samarkand and asked
for permission to build a mikva.
Although, as I mentioned, there was
no legal problem in building a
mikva, the head of the local
department was afraid to give R’
Refael a permit. He advised him to
go to the main office for cultural and
religious affairs in Moscow and ask
them. “If they, in Moscow, give you
permission, then you have a green
light to build one and nobody in the
government here will dare to
countermand instructions issued in
Moscow. And between you and me,
why will the head of the department
of culture and religion in Moscow
care about what is going in distant
Samarkand in Uzbekistan? Surely
he will give you permission.”

R’ Refael accepted his advice and
went to Moscow. He stayed with his
brother, Tziyon Chudaitov, who ran
a large hotel called Uzbekistan. His
hotel was frequented by government
officials from Uzbekistan on their
trips to Moscow, as well as other
important people. Thanks to this,
Tziyon had good connections with
the government in Moscow.
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Through his contacts he enabled his
brother to meet with one of the
officials in the main office for
cultural and religious affairs in the
Soviet Union. R’ Refael told the
official that he had come from
Samarkand in Uzbekistan and since
according to Jewish law everyone
had to immerse in the mikva before
davening, he wanted a permit to
build a mikva in the yard of the
official shul in Samarkand.

The official, who did not care
what went on in that Moslem state
so far from Moscow, gave R* Refael
an official permit on the stationery
of the head office of cultural and
religious affairs in the Soviet Union.

When R’ Refael returned to
Samarkand with the permit he
received in Moscow, the head of the
religious affairs department said:
“Now you have nothing to worry
about. You can start construction.”

R’ Refael, preferred to be sure he
wouldn’t be bothered once he
started the work, so he wanted to
obtain a permit from the local
department of culture and religion.
To do so he and R’ Yaakov
Baroshansky gathered a minyan of
Jews and asked them to accompany
them to the department and to say
that because they need to immerse
before davening they wanted an
official permit to build a mikva.

Despite the fear of getting
entangled with the government, they
agreed to go with him after R* Refael
convinced them that he was leading
the group and they were there only
to confirm that this is what Jewish
law required. When the group
appeared in the municipal office, the
clerks told them that once they got a
permit from Moscow there was
nothing to be nervous about.

R’ Refael didn’t delay but
immediately sent his son Moshiach
to get bricks and other building
materials. He hired workers and
quickly had a pit dug and they began
building the mikva.

[To be continued next issue, G-d willing]





